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For Hashem has heard your prayer – כי שמע ה' אל עניך 
The Navi relates (Kings II 20 and Yeshayah 38) that because 
King Chizkiyahu did not marry and have children, it was 
decreed that he should die, (he did this because he saw with 
Ruach HaKodesh [Divine Inspiration] that Menashe would 
descend from him and he was destined to set up an idol in the 
Sanctuary). Chizkiyahu was deathly ill and the Navi Yeshayah 
came and transmitted the prophecy that HaKadosh Baruch Hu 
told him (Berachos 10a), (Kings II 20:1) ו לביתך כי מת אתה ולא 'צ

 Instruct your household, for you shall die, and you‘ – תחיה'
shall not live’. King Chizkiyahu replied, ‘Ben Amotz, end your 
prophecy and go, I have received from the house of my 
father’s father: Even if a sharp sword rests upon a person’s 
neck, he should not refrain from praying for mercy’. Right after 
the Navi left his house it states (Yeshayah 38:2)  ויסב חזקיהו'

 .’And Chizkiyahu turned his face to the wall‘ – פניו אל הקיר'
Chazal explain that his prayer was from the walls of his heart 
to HaKadosh Baruch Hu that He nullify the decree, and he 
accepted upon himself to correct his ways and marry. The Navi 
had just left the environs of the palace and HaKadosh Baruch 
Hu told him to return to the king with a new prophecy and he 
told him (Yeshayah 38:5),  את תפילתך, ראיתי את 'שמעתי

 I have heard your‘ – דמעתך, הנני יוסיף על ימיך חמש עשרה שנה'
prayer, I have seen your tears. Behold, I am going to add 
fifteen years to your days.’ 
The parsha relates how Hagar fled from Sarah Imeinu, and 
along the way and Angel of Hashem revealed itself to her and 
told her (16:11)  'הנך הרה וילדת בן וקראת שמו ישמעאל כי שמע ה

 ;Behold, you will conceive and give birth to a son‘ – אל עניך'
you shall call his name Yishmael, for Hashem has heard your 
prayer’. Onkelos translates that ‘Hashem accepted your 
prayer’. We see that Hagar, although she was a gentile, prayed 
to Hashem and her prayer was accepted and she was 
answered. 
These posukim give great encouragement to every Jew, no 
matter his status, even if he now feels distant, even if you 
think that you are not worthy, can it be that you are lower 
than the maidservant Hagar – the mother of Yishmael?! Would 
it enter your mind that her prayer was answered and your 
prayer chas v’chalila would not be answered? Definitely not! 
Rather, everything is dependent on the depth of the place 
where the prayer stems from. If a Jew prays from the walls of 
his heart, then without a doubt his prayer will be accepted, 
even if you are 100% sure that the decree was issued, even if 
the Navi reveals to you and tells you ‘Instruct your household’, 
still, we have received from the house of King Dovid ‘even if a 
sharp sword rests upon a person’s neck, he should not refrain 
from praying for mercy’. 
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‘A collection of Hashgacha stories’ –   לקט סיפורי השגחה''
I am happy to share with the readers Hashgacha stories that happened 
to me. 
I was looking for the posuk 'קסם על שפתי מלך' – ‘There is a charm on 
the lips of a king’. I knew that it was in Mishlei, but I did not know 
where in Mishlei. I opened a Mishlei and began turning pages, but I 
could not find it. I remembered a segulah that when looking for 
something say ‘R’ Binyamin said’ and I applied a kal v’chomer, if the 
segulah works to find an ordinary item then surely it will find a spiritual 
item. I immediately began saying the segulah with concentration and 
devotion and when done, I randomly opened the sefer and the posuk 
was before me (Mishlei 16:10) במשפט לא ימעל פי'מלך  'קסם על שפתי  – 
‘There is a charm on the lips of a king, in judgment his lips will not 
deceive.’  
The send story happened on Erev Rosh Hashanah. During Elul in 
yeshiva I was preparing a pair of tzitzis [tallis katan] winding new 
strings on the garment which I finished in time for Rosh Hashanah. 
When I came home, my mother saw the tallis katan and she gasped. I 
asked her if something was wrong and she said that the strings were 
too long, and it was not nice to walk around like this. Now, I did not 
know what to do since there is a matter of not cutting the strings with 
metal, on the other hand, there was the more important matter of 
honoring my mother. In the morning on the way to shul for Shacharis, 
there was an old man on the side of the building who I had never 
spoken to before and he asked me: ‘Perhaps you have tzitzis strings 
that need to be cut? If so, I have porcelain scissors at home!!!’ 
I can’t describe my amazement?! 
The next day he brought the scissors to shul, came to me and smiled, I 
entered Rosh Hashanah with beautiful tzitzis adorned with the mitzvah 
of honoring my mother and keeping the stringency of not using metal. 
The next story happened a few days before Yom Kippur when I had a 
small wound on the sole of my foot and it began to spread bigger and 
bigger. I knew that I had to go to a doctor to examine the wound so 
that it not get infected. It bothered me that I would waste time with an 
appointment and treatment and I try not to waste even a minute of 
learning and even when off from yeshiva. 
I asked Hashem that if it was good in His eyes to heal the sole of my 
foot and if not then I would be happy to go to a doctor. After Yom 
Kippur I went to the phone to make a doctor’s appointment, I lowered 
the sock to assess the situation and I could not find the sore. I must 
have mixed up the feet, so I took off the other sock and it was not 
there either. I understood that Hashem accepted my prayer and sent a 
complete healing from Heaven. 
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. Even if Avraham had taken them without the permission of the King 
of Sodom, the King of Sodom had no valid claim to them, but, since 
the King of Sodom offered them to Avraham, Avraham refused by 
stating (14:22) 'אם מחוט ועד שרוך נעל ולא תאמר אני 'הרימותי ידי אל ה ...

 I have raised my hand to Hashem… if so much‘ – העשרתי את אברהם'
as a thread or a shoelace… so you shall not say “It is I who made 
Avraham rich”’.  
Incidentally, perhaps we can say that since the King of Sodom was so 
insolent in speaking about the possessions, he showed that he did not 
believe that Avraham Avinu received them from Heaven, that wicked 
king whose entire kingdom was steeped in wickedness and 
destruction, did not want to recognize that there is a ruler setting 
everything in motion as this recognition was a flaw in his being, as it 
demonstrates that he is not the one benefitting him, and he is not the 
one issuing decrees as a king, therefore, even though it was clear to all 
that Avraham earned the possessions through providence, since the 
entire essence of Avraham was not natural, still the King of Sodom 
hardened his heart and denied the matter, and therefore, he 
insolently talked about the possessions as if they were still in his 
domain and he was the one bestowing them as it states ‘take the 
possessions for yourself’. Avraham could not condone this. Avraham 
realized that this was his personal property that he earned as a gift 
from Heaven, however, from the words of the King of Sodom he 
already understood that in his great wickedness he was denying the 
conduct of Heaven. In his mind, he was the one giving it, therefore, 
that Tzaddik did not want to benefit from these possessions, that is, 
not only did he refuse to accept the gift, rather, he refused to benefit 
from his own personal property. Avraham Avinu chose to abandon 
what was truly already his, and he left them before the King of Sodom. 
He did not even try to explain to that foolish king that these things 
were not his at all, since he knew that his ears and his heart were 
uncapable of understanding this, and over time he certainly would 
have boasted that it was he who made Avraham rich. Since that 
Tzaddik did not want to give him an opening to cause more denial in 
the world with the claim that he was the one controlling things, and as 
if chas v’chalila, there is no G-d in the world Who made, makes and 
will make all things, and so he was prepared to abandon what he 
already had. 
This general rule was a guiding light to Avraham Avinu, that everything 
was done with the power of the Creator and according to His will, and 
were it not for the will of the Creator the person would not be able to 
do anything. The obligation has been placed upon us to continue this 
faith and to implant it and make it habitual deep in our hearts, for the 
natural order sometimes causes the heart of the person to err 
thinking that he is the one who is doing things, he is the one helping 
and acting kindly to another, and he is the one who worked and 
earned his bread, and were it not for his hard work he would not have 
a livelihood at all. He must know that thoughts like this are completely 
heretical, rather, he must believe that there are many ways for the 
Omnipresent to change the atmosphere around him, and if He so 
desires, He can work things out any number of ways. However, for 
reasons revealed before Him, the conduit for his livelihood seems to 
specifically come from the person’s own strength, however, 
everything comes from the power of the Creator. He is the One Who 
gives the person the idea as to how to earn a living and how to help 
someone else and everything comes from His great hand.    
 

דים ושפחות בורה ויהי לו צאן ובקר וחמרים ועבולאברם היטיב בע
)יב:טז(וגמלים: ואתנת   

And he treated Avram well for her sake, and he acquired flocks, 
and cattle, and donkeys, and slaves and maidservants, and 
female donkeys, and camels. (12:16) 
The simple meaning of the text tells us that Pharaoh treated 
Avraham well for her sake and he gave him the gifts listed, flocks 
and cattle and donkeys, etc. However, if we look deeper into the 
language of the posuk we can say that the Torah is telling us two 
separate things, first, that Pharaoh treated Avraham well, and 
second, that Avraham merited having flocks and cattle, etc. as it 
does not state here at all that he received these things from 
Pharaoh, rather, it was only because Pharaoh treated him well 
‘did he have flocks etc.’ 
The truth of the matter is that we can say that both explanations 
are accurate. Pharaoh did treat him well by giving him everything 
listed in the posuk, however, Avraham was not comfortable 
categorizing Pharaoh as a ‘giver’. Avraham who was the Father of 
Faith in Hashem believed that Hashem Yisbarach gave him all this, 
and were he not worthy for all this wealth Pharaoh would not 
have been able to treat him so well, even if he actually wanted to. 
Additionally, he knew that since HaKadosh Baruch Hu wanted to 
give him great wealth, he would have received it even if Pharaoh 
did not want to treat him well, for the Omnipresent has many 
ways to benefit a person worthy of it. Rather, HaKadosh Baruch 
Hu wanted him to become wealthy specifically through Pharaoh 
and He brought it about by arousing the will of Pharaoh to treat 
him well and to make him wealthy. However, the way things 
worked out and he was already worthy of wealth, he did not want 
to give Pharaoh the credit for the wealth. From his point of view, 
it was an entirely separate matter. First, Hashem Yisbarach the 
will in Pharaoh to treat him well, and then He made it happen that 
he would merit wealth only because it was the will of the Creator. 
We see even more than this later in the parsha, that when 
Avraham became the Father of Faith it was not enough that he 
himself believed that all the wealth that he amassed was the 
decree of Heaven, rather, he wanted the one giving the gift to 
realize that he was not the giver, rather, everything is from 
Hashem Yisbarach. As we see later in our parsha (14:21-23) after 
Avraham fought in the war of the kings and he returned the 
people and the property to Sodom, the King of Sodom wanted to 
bestow the property to Avraham, and he told him (14:21)  תן לי'

 Give me the people and take the‘ – הנפש והרכוש קח לך'
possessions for yourself’. The truth of the matter is that the King 
of Sodom had no right to the possessions at all as these 
possessions had already left his domain and entered the domain 
of the kings that captured them before the arrival of Avraham, 
and Avraham took them from the kings, and according to the 
letter of the law these possessions were bestowed to Avraham by 
Hashem Yisbarach in a miraculous way. The very victory of 
Avraham came through unnatural strength as we see from the 
story of Noach Ish Gamzu (Ta’anis 21a) that in the war of Avraham 
the dust turned to arrows and catapults, and the King of Sodom 
had no rights to them at all.  
   
 

תן לך כח לעשות חילכי הוא הנו  
He Who gave you strength to make wealth 

 


