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6:21   -            TWRN TQLDH 
6:39   -                                     HEYQw 
9:08   -                             A‰M w‰QZ 
9:49   -                           A‰RG w‰QZ 
10:48  -                HLYPT IMZ FWS 
6:37   -                          –         HEYQw 
7:19  -                    OYBKWKH TAC 
7:50  -                                     72 TAC 

Times courtesy of MyZmanim.com 

Now You Know 
LLLL’’’’Dovid HaShem Ori, Dovid HaShem Ori, Dovid HaShem Ori, Dovid HaShem Ori, Psalm 27Psalm 27Psalm 27Psalm 27 – At 
the end of this perek of Tehillim, 
which is recited daily during Elul and 

until after Sukkos, Dovid HaMelech 
says “Were it not (ALWL) for my belief 

that I would witness the goodness of 
G-d in the land of the living[…]”   

Rashi explains that Dovid HaMelech is 
expressing his conviction that 

HaShem gives reward in Olam HaBah 
to tzaddikim and those who do His 
mitzvos.  The Masoretic text includes 
several dots over the word ALWL.   

Rashi teaches that although Dovid 
was sure of HaShem’s reward of the 

righteous, he was unsure that he 
would be included in that group.(!)   

The psalm therefore ends by saying 
“Trust in HaShem” and perhaps that 
is all one can do in this area, trust in 
HaShem’s beneficence to reward us.   

Others say that we can avoid having 
to say ALWL and turn it around by 
taking advantage of LWLA to turn our 

lives around and serve HaShem as we 
should. 

Either way, we must make the most of 
this time to get closer to our Beloved. 

 Thought of the week: 

A chain is only as strong as 
its weakest link because each 
acts independently. A rope 
though, which intertwines 
and whose fibers work 
together, is not broken until 
the strongest of its strands 
gives out. 

  (ZY:UK OYRBD) „...ÊH OEM OWYH HNP WBBL RwA UBw WA HXPwM WA HwA WA wYA OKB wY IP‰ 
“Lest there be among you a man, or a woman, or a family, or a tribe, whose 
heart turns away today to HaShem (to serve other gods)...”  (Deut. 29:17) 

From the fact that the Torah mentions either a man or a woman, it is clear that a single 
individual who turns to idolatry is already too much. Why then does the Torah have to 
specify that not only a man, but even a family, and even a whole tribe that turns to idolatry, 
is a bad thing? Isn’t that obvious? 

Perhaps we are discussing a certain type of individual. Maybe the fear is that there will be 
an individual who is influential and because of the example he sets, others will copy him. 
The slippery slope he starts by himself can soon turn into his whole family, and eventually 
his tribe. Therefore, we must nip it in the bud now. 

However, it doesn’t seem from the phrasing of the words that this was the case. It seems 
that there might be an individual worshiping false gods, or perhaps a family, or maybe a 
tribe. They don’t seem to be some sort of cause and effect. 

Also, were that true, a non-influential person might not be so bad, which is not the case 
either. The Torah is concerned about any man or woman leaving HaShem and seeking 
foreign gods. So why the mention of the family and tribe? 

Perhaps we are to learn the lesson that when it comes to our relationship with HaShem, or 
to the judgment we will be facing come Rosh HaShana, we remain individuals regardless of 
what others are doing. 

We are not judged in our behavior relative to others, to say, for example, that compared to 
others we are righteous. HaShem doesn’t say, “You are learning more Torah or doing more 
chesed than your neighbor.” We are competing against ourselves and no one else. 

Even if the family, or the entire tribe were to serve other gods and powers, that would not 
excuse the individual simply because he went along with the majority. He should know 
better and stay strong in service of HaShem, regardless of what everyone else is doing. 

However, there is another reason to connect the individual to the larger group. So long as 
one member of the group remains true to HaShem, it cannot be said that the entire group 
has abandoned Him. The dedication of the individual lends itself to the rest of his family or 
tribe and speaks well of it. 

Every tribe had a prophet, judge or leader come from it. That shows us that every tribe, 
every family, every individual, is capable of greatness, able to bring glory to their nation if 
they stay true to HaShem and don’t let others sway them. 

R’ Elchonon Wasserman HY”D had a boyhood friend who became a successful attorney. R’ 
Elchonon visited him many years later, when he was fundraising for his Yeshiva. The attorney 
said to him: “You know, when we were in school, it was apparent that you had a much better 
head than I did. If you’d used that intellect to go into law you’d have been even more successful 
than me.” 

R’ Elchonon replied, “Let me ask you a question. Two trains are sitting on the tracks at the 
station. One is older and has bare wooden benches while the other is brand new with plush 
velvet seats and all the amenities. Which train do you take?” 

“Why,” exclaimed the man, “of course you take the new, luxurious one!” 

“Actually,” smiled R’ Elchonon, “It depends on which one will take you to your desired 
destination.” 
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Happy Anniversary to 

Sarah Bena and  
Meir Yochai Weiss. 

May the coming year bring you 
much sweetness and may you share 
many happy, healthy years together. 

From a Friend of a Friend. 
 

A little act can make 
a big difference. 

Print, e-mail, and share Migdal 
Ohr with others. 

  You’ll be glad you did.   

E-mail ‘Subscribe’ to 

info@JewishSpeechWriter.com 


