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1) It is customary in many households for women to separate Challah specifically on 

Erev Shabbos, and indeed many women bake their own Challos on Erev Shabbos in 

order to thus be obligated in separating Challah in the process. 

2)  As we mentioned earlier, women baking Challos serves as a rectification for the 

first sin, of Chava causing Adam to eat from the Eitz Hada’as. 

Since this sin occurred on Erev Shabbos, it is apropos for the rectification to take place 

on Erev Shabbos as well.  (See Mishna Berura Siman 263:12) 

3) If a woman lit Shabbos or Yom Tov candles and then remembered that she did not 

separate Chalah, she may go ahead and separate the Challah [before sunset], as we 

deem her acceptance of Shabbos as an error in light of her forgetting to separate 

Challah. (See Shu’t Sho’el U’Meishiv, mahadura Tinyana,  Vol. 2 Siman 23 and Taz Siman 

600:2) 

4)  If a woman forgot to separate Challah before Yom Tov, and was told by her 

husband that separating Challah on Yom Tov is prohibited, yet did so anyhow, it is 

considered a valid Hafroshas Challah. (See Shu’t HaElef Lecha Shlomo Siman 289 for more 

details and the reasoning behind this halacha) 

5) It is prohibited to separate Challah on Shabbos or Yom Tov. (See Talmud  Beitzah 36b-

37a) 

6)  However, it is permissible to separate Challah on Yom Tov from a dough that was 

initially kneaded on Yom Tov, as the obligation was not in effect until it was already 

Yom Tov. (See Rashi Beitzah 9a Dibur Hamaschil Gilgel and Shulchan Aruch Orach Chaim 

Siman 506:3) 

7) With most dough it is best to separate Challah while it is still dough and not wait 

until after it is baked. 
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However, when baking Matzos for Pesach, it is best to wait until after it is baked 

before separating Challah, as we don’t want the dough sitting idle  for the duration of 

time it will take to separate the Challah properly. (See Shulchan Aruch  Orach Chaim 

Siman457) 

8) Some Poskim, however, maintain that even for Pesach Matzos the Challah should be 

separated while it is stilla dough. (See Bach Siman 457 quoting the Rosh) 

The prevalent Minhag is indeed like the first opinion, to do it only after it is already 

baked. 

 

 

 …To be continued next week B’Ezras Hashem 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Life is 10% what happens to you and 90% how you react to it. 
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