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 ...מר שבת כהלכתהוכל הש

One who keeps Shabbos according to its Halachos… 

 )שבת קי"ח ע"ב( .אפי' עובד ע"ז כדור אנוש מוחלין לו

Even if he worships idols like those of the generation of Enosh, he is forgiven. 

 )שמו"ר כ"ה י"ב( .מעלה אני עליכם כאלו שמרתם כל המצות שבתורהאמר ליה הקב''ה לישראל וכו' 

Hashem says to Yisrael, “I will regard it as if you kept all the mitzvos.” 

 )שם( .גוזר גזרה והקב"ה מקיימה

He decrees a decree and Hashem fulfills it. 

 )אבות דר' נתן פל"א( .מעלה עליו הכתוב כאילו קיים עולם מלא

The scriptures regard it as if he established a whole world. 

 )מכילתא פר' בשלח טז, כה( , מלכות בית דוד, כהונה, ולויה.עתיד הקב"ה ליתן לכם שש מדות טובות: א"י, עוה"ב, עולם חדש

Hashem will give you 6 good measures in the future: Eretz Yisroel, The World to Come, New world, the 

kingdom of Dovid, Priesthood and the Levite Service. 

 )שם( בלו של משיח, ומיום הדין הגדול.תנצלו מג' פורעניות: מיומו של גוג ומגוג, מח

You will be spared from three troubles: the days of Gog U’Mogog, the labor pains of the time of 

Mashiach, and from the Great Day of Judgment. 

 ()מכילתא יתרו )פס"ז יתרו כ, י( .מעיד ומודה שהקב"ה ברא את עולמו בששה ימים

Attests and admits that Hashem created his world in six days. 

 )מכילתא תשא( .מעלה עליו הכתוב כאילו שומר שבתות מיום שברא הקב"ה את עולמו עד שיחיו המתים

The Pasuk regards him as if he keeps Shabbos from the day Hashem created his world, 

until the  dead will arise. 

 )מ"ת צב, ב( (הגדת בראשית )פכ"א פי"אהקב"ה מוחל לו כל עוונותיו. 

Hashem forgives all his sins. 

 )מדרש תהלים( .יזכו לישב בנוה טובוכו' אמר הקב"ה 

Hashem said, “They will merit to sit in the good dwelling.” 

 ()חפץ חיים בספר נצח ישראל .בא ברכה לתוך עסקו ופרנסתו של האדםוכו' ידוע הוא 

It is known that blessing comes into one’s business and one’s livelihood.  

 )מגלה עמוקות( .אליהו הנביא יושב במוצאי שבת תחת עץ החיים וכותב זכיות של שומרי שבת

Eliyahu Hanavi sits under the Tree of Life on Motzoei Shabbos, and writes the merits of those that keep 

the Shabbos. 

 )שערי אורה(שוכן עליו כמונח על כסאו. נעשה אותו האדם כמו כסא למרכבה להשי"ת כו', וכאילו שמו יתברך נח על האדם ו

Becomes like the chair of Hashem’s chariot and it is as if Hashem Himself is resting on man and dwells 

on him as if placed on His chair. 

 



  



 

FOREWORD 

We are grateful to Hashem that He has given us the opportunity to increase awareness 

of Hilchos Shabbos in households around the world. The Hilchos Shabbos Initiative began as 

a z’chus for a Refuah Sheleima for Chaya Malka bas Bas-sheva, may she have a complete and 

speedy recovery. Realizing there was a need for practical and relevant Hilchos Shabbos 

questions to be addressed, this specific topic was chosen.  Baruch Hashem, the response 

was unbelievable. What a Kiddush Hashem to see the overwhelming amount of people who 

requested to participate. Over ten thousand have subscribed thus far to receive the weekly 

Hilchos Shabbos Initiative email. Many have expressed their appreciation for it has changed 

their Shabbos. Many others have commented on how it has transformed their Shabbos 

meals, as the questions and answers have led to discussions involving all members of the 

family.  

Of course, this booklet is by no means a complete source for Hilchos Shabbos. The 

Artscroll Hilchos Shabbos Series by Rabbi Simcha Bunim Cohen, shlit’’a, is a set of Seforim, 

among others, that give an overall and practical guide to Shemiras Shabbos. This booklet 

focuses only on some of the practical and relevant week-to-week questions that may come 

up in your household each Shabbos.  

We would like to take this opportunity to thank the many people involved in making 

this project a reality. It is because of their endless time, energy, and talent, that this 

initiative has become what it is today. 

First and foremost, we would like to express our Hakaras Ha’tov to the renowned 

Poskim, Ha’Gaon Ha’Rav Simcha Bunim Cohen, Shlit’’a, Ha’Gaon Ha’Rav Shmuel Felder 

Shlit’’a, Ha’Gaon Ha’Rav Yaakov Forchheimer, Shlit’’a, and Chacham Eliezer Harari, Shlit’’a, 

who have given hours of their time to patiently review Halachos time and again. We are 

tremendously indebted as well to Rabbi Yisrael Jankelowitz and Rabbi Moshe Yosef Blond.  

Thank you to those who have devoted limitless time and expertise to this initiative. 

The Kreiser family and Gottesman family- we cannot convey adequate appreciation! 

Without you this would not have been possible. 

Many have generously volunteered their resources towards the program. Thank you 

to Izzy Lefkowitz of Profound Marketing, Families Greenberger, Birnbaum, Inzelbuch, 

Kalter, Scher, Schloss, Rausman, Ginsburg, Greenberg, Krupenia, King, Wolf, Kaufman, 

Luria, Leshinsky, Klein, Fishof, Stern, Blachorsky, Altusky, Nebenzahl, Pollack, Bresky, 

Tombak, Krasne, Maline, Weinman, Pick, Lederer, Laskin, Goldman, Kirschbaum, and 

Langsam. Your graciousness and generosity in bringing this project to fruition has enabled 

many, many people to participate, and is appreciated beyond words. 

We are indebted to the many publications that print the Hilchos Shabbos Initiative 

column, and the stores that allow the Hilchos Shabbos sheets to be available for customers 

 



 

each week. Thank you to the Yated, FJJ, Lakewood Shopper, and Torah Times, Moisha’s, 

Mehadrin Meat, Zoom, Appel’s, Bochner’s, Mendel’s Pizza, Benny’s Pizza, Isaac’s Bake Shop, 

Presser’s Bake Shop, Ave. M Bagels, Appetizing Plus, Mountain Fruit, Ocean Fruit, 

Mittelman’s, Paperific, Aisle Nine, Food-ex, Farm Fresh, Lakewood Co-op, Madison 

Pharmacy, Shloimy’s, Kosher Village, and Feldman’s. You have an immeasurable z’chus for 

enabling the wider public to have access to the Hilchos Shabbos.  

There are many others who have played a vital role in this initiative. We have 

tremendous Hakaras Ha’tov for all you have invested. Only Hashem can repay you measure 

for measure. כל משאלות לבכם לטובה' ימלא ה.  

 It is our fervent hope that through raising the level of Shemiras Shabbos worldwide, 

every individual in Klal Yisroel should merit seeing Yeshuos, and may we merit as a whole 

to greet Mashiach Tzidkeinu, speedily, in our days.  
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Housekeeping 

Cleaning the floor ........................................................................................................................................ 1 
Washing the floor / Israeli “sponga” stick / Sweeping floor / broomstick fell off / putting away pots a 

child took out/ removing spider webs 

General Housekeeping .............................................................................................................................. 2 
Replacing or tightening a knob that fell off a door / Replacing or tightening a handle that fell off a 

drawer / replacing a window handle that cranks open the window / putting down a mousetrap / placing 

poison around the house / moving a fan, alarm clock, or radiator that is on / attaching a rubber clothing 

hook to the wall / removing a rubber clothing hook from the wall / removing a picture from wall / 

replacing the floor (not sink) drain cover that fell off   

Cleaning ........................................................................................................................................................... 3 
Wiping a colored liquid that spilled / using a towel to wipe mud off the floor / cleaning a sticky 

counter with a wet or damp towel / rubbing water on plastic such as a table cloth 

Laundry ........................................................................................................................................................... 4 
Allowing a dryer to finish its cycle even after Shabbos begins / taking laundry out of dryer / folding 

clothing / removing clothing from the top of a mixture to have access to a garment on the bottom / placing 

clothing in their proper location after folding them 

Washing Dishes ............................................................................................................................................ 5 
Using soap to wash dishes or hands/ leaving a sponge in the sink over Shabbos / removing a sponge 

from a sink / using a napkin or towel to dry a bottle with a thin neck or a shot glass / stacking plates 

according to size / washing dishes that are not going to be used / placing dishes in dishwasher / sorting a 

mixture of dishes or cutlery  

Garbage ............................................................................................................................................................ 6 
Re-shaping disposable items that have been crushed / replacing a garbage lid that detached / 

Removing a good spoon that fell into the garbage / knotting a garbage bag 

 Restroom and Sink .................................................................................................................................... 7 
Using air freshener / using toilet cleanser that will color the water/ using colorless cleanser / removing 

cover of the water tank on the back of a toilet / using a plunger/ using a toilet brush / using a one handle 

faucet / shutting the hot water faucet if it was accidentally turned on  

Food 

Food Preparation ........................................................................................................................................ 8 
Reading the nutrition facts or list of ingredients on a food package / using a measuring cup / preparing 

ice cubes / wearing an apron outside / removing the end pieces of a food item  

 



 

Tuna and Egg Salad .................................................................................................................................... 9 
 preparing before Shabbos / peeling the eggs and onions / mashing, grating, slicing, cutting onions / 

adding oil, mayonnaise, salt / removing a shell fragment / pouring out the water from a pot of boiled eggs 

/ placing hot egg (110F) into cold water / rinsing hot egg with cold water / opening a tuna can / mashing 

tuna 

Desserts ......................................................................................................................................................... 10 
Serving warm cake or fruit crumble together with ice cream / preparing Jell-o or pudding / using 

whip-topping / forming a flower or letter from whip topping / slicing a cake decorated with letters or 

figures 

Fresh Fruit and Salads ............................................................................................................................ 11 

Peeling fresh fruits and vegetables / leaving produce to ripen / rinsing fruits and vegetables / 

preparing salad / making avocado spread / adding salt to avocado 

Cooking  ......................................................................................................................................................... 12 
Placing a hot pot of soup or cholent from the fire onto a wet counter/ replacing the lid of a pot if 

droplets of liquid are present on the lid / using a wet ladle/ stirring the contents of a pot while it is on a 

blech above the flame / not fully cooked food: stirring, adding hot water,  removing some of the pot’s 

contents, covering the pot. 

Warming Food on Shabbos ................................................................................................................... 13 
proper method of warming up food on a hot plate / using a blech / warming up Challa that has frost 

on it / warming up food: with solidified gravy that will liquefy, wrapped in aluminum foil/ what to do if 

food was placed directly on a blech above the fire/ pouring hot water or soup into a thermos/ leaving 

kugel in the crockpot 

Coffee and Tea ............................................................................................................................................ 14 
Preparing tea / preparing coffee / using tea essence / adding ingredients to tea and coffee / adding 

lemon to tea / dipping cookies into hot beverage / moving a hot water urn 

Questions Relating to Combining Foods ......................................................................................... 15 
Placing non-cooked foods on the same plate as hot cholent or hot kugel / eating hot cholent, kugel, or 

schnitzel with ketchup or mustard / adding salt to hot soup or cholent / adding spices to hot soup or 

cholent / dipping challah into hot soup/ adding croutons or “mandalin” (soup nuts) to hot soup 

Opening sealed Packaging  .................................................................................................................... 16 
Opening all bags before shabbos / opening bag of pretzels/chips/sugar  /  opening a cereal box/ 

opening Freeze-pops or ices that are meant to be cracked in half / opening soda bottles / puncturing a hole 

in a box drink / opening small packets of sugar 

 



 

Opening sealed packaging II  ............................................................................................................... 17 
Giving child a candy if it is certain that he will rip letters when opening wrapper / Eating food from a 

package one mistakenly ripped a letter while opening / ripping a package between letters of a word / 

separating one stick of string cheese from the rest / peeling paper separating cheese 

Clothing 

Clothing .......................................................................................................................................................... 18 
Unfastening a garment attached to a hanger with safety pins / moving clothing that was wet enough at 

the onset of Shabbos that liquid can be squeezed out / pulling a thread to tighten a stitch or button on 

Shabbos / fixing a broken zipper / tying a snood with a double knot / dusting off clothing 

Menswear ..................................................................................................................................................... 19 
Knotting a necktie / wearing a bobby pin / wearing a clip to hold a yarmulke / wearing a jacket over 

shoulders/ tightening Tzitzis / walking outside with Tzitzis that are defective/ wearing cufflinks outside if 

they are not actually closing the cuffs 

Raingear ........................................................................................................................................................ 20 
wearing a rain bonnet, even if it is not presently raining or snowing/ wearing a plastic rain covering 

made for hats / covering a hat with a plastic bag / hanging up wet clothing / hanging up a wet coat to dry/ 

inserting or removing a coat lining 

Shoes ............................................................................................................................................................... 21 
 Scraping off dried mud from a shoe/ scraping off wet mud from a shoe or clothing/ walking outside 

with insoles/ walking outside with tissues in shoes/ going outside with untied shoelaces / tying shoelaces/ 

threading shoelaces for the first time into a shoe 

Eyewear ......................................................................................................................................................... 22 
Wearing contact lenses outside/ using contact lens cleaning solution/ wearing reading glasses outside/ 

replacing an eyeglass screw/ wearing sunglasses/ wearing glasses that become tinted in the sunlight 

Attachments to clothing ......................................................................................................................... 23 
Peeling off a sticker or removing the plastic piece used to connect a new pair of socks /ripping open 

threads of the stitching around a pocket of a new garment / tearing off tags /carrying tags/  using a safety 

pin on Shabbos to pin up a hem or tighten the neckline of a shell 

Carrying with Regard to Clothing ...................................................................................................... 24 
Wearing gloves or earmuffs outside/ Wearing a belted coat or robe outside / wearing a garment with a 

ripped belt loop / wearing a shirt that has spare buttons/ Wearing a garment that has a button attached too 

loosely to be effective for fastening 

 



 

Outdoors 

Carrying items ............................................................................................................................................ 25 
Walking outside with a pebble in one’s shoe/ woman wearing a watch/ man wearing a watch/ wearing 

a necklace concealed under clothing 

Carrying (Hotzaah) Scenarios .............................................................................................................. 26 
Proper procedure if a person is walking in an area not enclosed in an Eruv and realizes that he is 

carrying something/ what one should do if carrying something and continued walking with no pause / 

what one should do if carrying something and stopped walking/ child absolutely refuses to continue 

walking 

Outdoor Activities ..................................................................................................................................... 27 
running, to escape from any unpleasant circumstance/ running, for the purpose of performing a 

mitzvah/ leaning on a tree/ sun tanning / wearing a reflector/ carrying a house key during the day within 

an Eruv, so as to use it upon one’s return home at night after Shabbos / using a door knocker 

Questions Related to Rain ..................................................................................................................... 28 
Shaking off a coat or hat from rain or snow/ walking on grass with wet shoes dles / squeezing 

saturated socks / moving saturated clothing/ tying wet shoelaces 

Questions Related to Snow ................................................................................................................... 29 
Wearing plastic bags on feet in addition to boots / breaking ice / shoveling snow/ placing wet clothing 

on a radiator to dry / placing wet towel near a hot stove/ playing with snow / Muktzah status of snow / 

forming snow balls / forming a snowman 

Children 

Miscellaneous Questions Relating to Children ............................................................................ 30 
Walking outside with gloves attached to sleeves with clips / walking outside with gloves attached to 

each other by a string/ telling a child that they will write a “Mitzva note”/ wiping off pen/marker/crayon 

marks/makeup that a child scribbled on himself or on a wall / walking while holding a child’s hand, if the 

child is carrying Muktzah 

Children activity ........................................................................................................................................ 31 
Playing with magnetic letters on a fridge/ stringing beads to create a permanent necklace/ putting 

together or taking apart a puzzle/ blowing bubbles/ inflating a balloon/ riding a bicycle /  Muktzah status 

of bicycles /  Bicycles with training wheels and tricycles/ Measuring boundaries for a game using the tiles 

on the floor/ using a sand timer / measuring time with a clock / playing ball / Rolling a ball on the ground 

Infants and Toddlers................................................................................................................................ 32 
shaking a rattle/ measuring baby formula in an exact manner/ mashing a banana/ disposing of a soiled 

diaper / taping shut the sticky tabs of a diaper / using baby wipes 

 



 

Refuah 

Refuah ............................................................................................................................................................. 33 
Taking Tylenol or Aspirin/ taking a sleeping pill/ taking vitamins/ Tums/ crushing a pill/ nasal 

congestion spray/ taking a sick person’s temperature 

First Aid ......................................................................................................................................................... 34 
Applying dry skin care on one’s hands or lips without smearing/ using curative lotions that are liquid/ 

Allowing blood to come out if one has a nose bleed / causing blood to come out / wearing an Ace 

bandage or cast / wearing a protective plastic over cast / removing a splinter / slitting the skin to facilitate 

removing a splinter /placing baby powder in shoes to absorb perspiration 

Band-Aids ..................................................................................................................................................... 35 
Applying Band-Aids to a wound / ripping open the Band-aid wrapper / opening the tabs covering the 

adhesive portions/ fastening the Band-Aid/ using more than one Band-Aid to stop a flow of blood/ 

removing a Band-aid from a wound / removing a Band-aid from a hairy part of the body 

Questions Related to a Sick Person ................................................................................................... 36 
Reciting Tehillim for a sick person, life-threatening condition, non - life threatening condition, 

imminent danger, if the ill person specifically requested that Tehillim/ scheduling a visit to a sick person 

on Shabbos/ wishing a sick person well when visiting him on Shabbos 

Cosmetics 

Cosmetics ...................................................................................................................................................... 37 
Using a deodorant bar / using deodorant gel / aerosol deodorant/ removing nail polish/ biting off a 

hangnail/ biting off excessive skin from one’s lips/ toothpaste/ toothbrush/ 

Questions Relating to Combing and Brushing Hair ................................................................... 38 
Brushing or combing one’s hair / brushing or combing a wig / removing nits or lice from hair 

Other Questions Related to Hair  ....................................................................................................... 39 

Drying hair that is wet/ braiding hair or a wig/ using hair spray or hair gel/ removing a ponytail 

holder/ removing gum that became stuck to hair 

Entertainment 

Reading .......................................................................................................................................................... 40 
Reading a report card/ reading from a menu/ reading a catalog/ subscribing to a newspaper published 

7 days a week/ reading Holocaust literature/ lifting or replacing the pages of a picture album with 

adhesive pages 

 



 

Books .............................................................................................................................................................. 41 
Turning the pages of a book that has words stamped on the edges of its pages/ recreating a page that 

has ripped into multiple pieces,  by placing the pieces together or conversely to separate the pieces/ 

reattaching a book’s binding tape if it has begun to peel off/ separating pages of a book are stuck together 

(due to wetness, or food residue / wiping dust off of a book/ selecting a specific Sefer from a pile of 

Seforim/ arranging Tehillim Mechulak in its proper order after it was used 

Playing Games ............................................................................................................................................. 42 
Playing dreidel / Lego/ Magna-Tiles / kugelach or marbles / Monopoly, sorting the various types of 

game pieces and bills / Scrabble 

Miscellaneous 

Electricity ...................................................................................................................................................... 43 
Faxing to someone who lives in a place where it is currently Shabbos/ leaving a message on an 

answering machine in a location where it is currently Shabbos if the message is heard out loud / walking 

through, or past, automatic doors that are open for a non-Jew / removing pins from a Shabbos clock / 

insert pins into a shabbos clock 

Muktzah Items ............................................................................................................................................ 44 
Status of wallet, whether there is money in it or not / merchandise that was purchased but not yet used 

/ blank paper/ phone book/ vacuum cleaner/ scale 

Muktza Questions ...................................................................................................................................... 45 
Watch that stopped working / opening or closing a drawer that contains both Muktzah and non-

Muktzah items/ moving a leichter (candelabra) if it is necessary to remove the tablecloth that it beneath it/ 

Mekach Umemkar (Business-like Transactions) ......................................................................... 46 
 

Amira l’Akum – Asking a non-Jew ...................................................................................................... 47 
To turn off a light/ to turn the air conditioner off/ turn the heat on/ if a child turns the knob of the oven 

but did not ignite the fire, causing gas to escape 

Erev Shabbos 

Erev Shabbos and Motzaei Shabbos ................................................................................................. 48 
Cutting one's fingernails on Erev Shabbos / cutting toenails / sequence of cutting nails / washing 

one’s hands/ mailing letters/ if traveling, what is the minimum amount of time one should arrive before 

shabbos/ obligation for Mitzvah of Melave Malka/ eating bread for Melave Malka / eating Melave Malka 

after Chatzos. 

 



 

Shabbos Preparation/ Melacha ........................................................................................................... 49 
leaving Muktzah items in the door of a fridge or freezer/ removing Muktzah items from the door of a 

medicine chest/ opening packages before Shabbos/ opening tabs covering the adhesive portions of Band-

Aids, disposable diapers/ checking pockets before entering a R’shus HaRabim/ keeping any items in 

pockets of clothing on Shabbos/ preparing egg and tuna salad before Shabbos/ fully cooking food before 

Shabbos 

Hadlakas Neiros – Candle Lighting .................................................................................................... 50 
Davening Mincha after lighting Shabbos candles/ reciting a brachah on electric lights when using 

them instead of lighting Shabbos candles / Halacha if woman forgot to light Shabbos candles/ Halacha if 

man forgot to light Shabbos candles/ Halacha if woman did not light candles one week due to 

circumstances beyond her control (e.g. she had to go to the hospital)/ guest lighting candles in the same 

room as the hostess / using a flame lit during candlelighting to melt the wax of another candle / switching 

off electric lights before lighting 

Seuda 

Kiddush ........................................................................................................................................................... 51 
Using the remainder of someone’s Kiddush wine for another kiddush/ waiting between Kiddush and 

commencing the Seudah/ Making Kiddush using a disposable cup/ pouring wine into the becher a while 

before saying Kiddush/ Havdala 

Washing hands ........................................................................................................................................... 52 
Wiping one’s hands after washing (e.g for Challa), must the towel be dry/ covering negel vasser  or 

netilas yadayim water with a towel / Separating loaves of Challah that became attached during baking/ 

minimum amount of Challah that should be eaten after the Brachah of Hamotzi is made/ which of the two 

Challohs should one cut on Friday night / correct position of the Challah before Hamotzi 

Seudah – Related Questions.................................................................................................................. 53 
Drumming on the table during Zemiros / Clapping / shaking a table that has oil candles on it/ writing 

on the water vapor of a soda bottle, window pane/ draining the liquid from a salad or soup using one’s 

spoon / using a toothpick 

Summer ......................................................................................................................................................... 54 
Hang something on a tree / hammock / Drag a picnic table / Eating fruits on grass /Catch salamanders 

and frogs 

Tosefes Shabbos ........................................................................................................................................ 55 
Tosefes Shabbos obligation / time frame / How is one Mekabel Shabbo s/ Davening Mincha after one 

is Mekabel Shabbos / Should one that is Mekabel Shabbos early daven mincha before Plag Hamincha  / A 

camp or bungalow colony that makes early Shabbos can someone that wasn’t Mekabel Shabbos do 

melacha / Must one eat a Kzayis of bread after nightfall  

 



 

Yom Tov 

When Shabbos precedes Yom Tov ...................................................................................................... 56 
Correct time for Seudas Shlishis to be eaten/ correct time one may begin preparing for Yom Tov/ 

preparing a candle for reciting “Borei Meorei Ha’aish/ melting some wax on the bottom of candles so 

they will fit 

Yom Tov that falls out on Erev Shabbos ........................................................................................... 57 
Correct time the food for Shabbos should be prepared / correct time the food used for Eruv Tavshilin 

should be prepared/ checking all pockets before Shabbos/ removing watches 

Hadlakas Neiros Yom Tov ..................................................................................................................... 58 
Sequence of Mitzvah performance/ the Bracha/ woman covering her eyes/  

Carrying on Yom Tov ................................................................................................................................ 59 
Carrying an item one does not need for that day/ checking a stroller’s basket for unnecessary items/ 

carrying a machzor home from shul/ carrying an item during “Bein HaShemashos/ if the item is needed 

during “Bein HaShemashos 

Cooking on Yom Tov ................................................................................................................................. 60 
Raising the flame/ lowering the flame/ removing food from the freezer on the first day of Yom Tov if 

it needed for second night’s meal/ proper way to sort a food mixture / proper time one  may start warming 

food and set the table for the nighttime seuda 

Halachos Pertaining to the Sukkah  ................................................................................................... 61 
Muktzah: S’chach /Sukkah walls / decorations / 

Boneh: s’chach that fell out of place/ detaching decorations/ replacing a sukkah door that fell off/ 

shlock, built  

Zoreia: Opening a shlock if there is water on the shlock, if the rainstorm just concluded/ washing 

one’s hands if the water will wet the grass/ throwing seeds on an earth floor/ Sweeping an earthen floor/ 

sweeping a carpeted floor/ Using straw brooms/ building a sukkah on a grassy area 

Makeh Bepatish: Blowing up an inflatable mattress 

Tzod/ Shochet: Killing or trapping an insect/ putting honey in a bee trap/ spraying insecticides/ using 

a fly swatter 

Hachana: Clearing tables and chairs on Shemini Atzeres for Simchas Torah 

Hotza’ah: carrying to the Sukkah / carrying from the Sukkah 

Hadlokas Neiros: lighting in the Sukkah 

Halachos Pertaining to the מינים' ד  ...................................................................................................... 62 
Tikun Mana: making lulav rings 

Hotza’ah: carrying one’s lulav home 

Melabein: pouring water onto cloth/ squeezing cloths / paper towels 

Tircha: filling up a vase with water 

Muktza: lulav and aravos / passul 

 



 

Pesach - Preparation for the Seder .................................................................................................... 63 
Maror and Charoses: Rinsing the leaves on Yom Tov to remove bugs, using soap or salt/ rinsing the 

leaves on Shabbos/ grating Maror and Charoses / grating on Shabbos/ preparing Charoses involves the 

Melocho of Losh (kneading) 

Matza: Measuring out the shiurim for Matzah (and Maror)/ selecting Matzos that are whole (Shalem)/ 

General: taking a nap on the first day of Yom Tov so one will be rested for the Seder 
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 בראשיתפרשת 

 לע''נ הרב בנימין בן הרב אריה ליב זצ''ל גרינשפאן

 

Cleaning Floors
 

Is it permissible to wash the floor on Shabbos? 

It is forbidden to wash the floor on Shabbos.
1
 If something sticky spills on a small area, one 

may pour a small amount of water and wipe the area, either with one's hand or with a 

napkin/paper towel, but not with a cloth.  

 

Is an Israeli “sponga” stick Muktzah?  
If its function is that of a broom as well, it is not Muktzah. 

 

Is it permissible to sweep the floor on Shabbbos? 
Sweeping indoors is permissible. However sweeping outdoors is forbidden even on a paved 

surface. 

 

The stick of a broom fell out on Shabbos. May one replace it? 

No. It is also forbidden to tighten the stick if it became loose.
2 

  
If a child plays with real kitchen pots, is it permissible to put them away if one is 

bothered by the mess, although the space is not technically needed? 

If the pots are used only for cooking, then it would not be permissible to put them away by 

moving them in the normal manner. If the pots are used for a purpose that is permissible on 

Shabbos such as storing food, then they may be put away even if the space they are occupying is 

not necessary. If the pots contain edible food, they are permitted to be moved regardless, since 

the pots are considered battul (insignificant) relative to their content.  כלי שמלאכתו לאיסור  
 

Is it permissible to remove spider webs on Shabbos?  
If they are repulsive, they may be removed.

3
 It is Kavod Shabbos to remove the spider webs 

before Shabbos.
4
 

 

                                                           
1 Chazal were concerned that one may come to flatten holes, which is forbidden due to the Melochos of Choresh (outdoors) and 

Boneh (indoors). Therefore, they prohibited washing floors, even indoors, where the floor is generally paved, so that one may 
not come to wash an unpaved floor. Although Chazal also prohibited sweeping outdoors for the same reason (so as not to come 
to flatten holes (Choresh)), Chazal did not extend the Gezeira to prohibit sweeping indoor floors where the floor is generally 
paved. The reason for this leniency is because there is a greater need to sweep than to wash. 

2 Components of firmly combined items that become disconnected may never be re-attached or tightened on Shabbos, since this 

falls under the prohibition of מכה בפטיש. 
3 Even though the web is Muktzah, repulsive items may be removed if their presence is revolting or very disturbing under a special 

exemption known as “Graf Shel Re‟i”.   
4 Preparing special food, bathing for Shabbos,  sweeping for Shabbos, having nice clothing for Shabbos are examples of things 

done for Kavod Shabbos, respecting Shabbos - a mitzvah derived from the Pasuk   

 "וקראת לשבת עונג לקדוש ה' מכובד וכבדתו מעשות דרכיך")ישעיה נח:יג(.

 

סי' שי"ג סעיף ח' ובמשנ''ב ס''ק נ"א. . סי' של"ז ס"ג, שש"כ פכ"ג הע' ל' מהגרשז"א.   ד.א     

 ה. ח"א כלל ס"ו ס"ג, סי' ש"ח ס"ק כ"ו  ו. שש''כ פכ''ג סעי' י'.
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 נחפרשת 

 

General Housekeeping 

 

May one replace a knob that fell off a door or a handle that fell off a drawer? 

It is not permissible to replace a doorknob or handle that fell off on Shabbos. The doorknob 

or handle have become Muktza, and may not be handled at all. It is also forbidden to even tighten 

a loose knob or handle.    

 

If a window handle that cranks open the window fell off, may one replace it?  

It is not permissible to replace a window crank that fell off. The crank has become Muktza, 

and may not be handled at all.  בונה  
 

It is forbidden to trap an animal on Shabbos. Accordingly, may one put down a 

mousetrap? Is it Muktzah? 

It is forbidden to put down a mousetrap, or place food on one, since it is trapping. Handling a 

mousetrap is prohibited. צד  

 
May poison be spread about? 

Spreading out poison is prohibited. נטילת נשמה  
 

Is it permissible to move a fan, alarm clock, or radiator that is turned on? 

It is permissible to move all of these items if any of the following situations are true: 

The item is needed in a different location. 

The item‟s current location is needed for another purpose. 

The item‟s effect is bothersome in the current location
1
  כלי שמלאכתו לאיסור .

 

Is it permissible to attach a rubber clothing hook to the wall or to remove one? 

It is forbidden to attach or remove a rubber clothing hook. / סותר בונה   
 

Is it permissible to remove a picture from a wall? 

This is permitted if the picture is just hanging but is not attached to the wall.  However, if 

the picture is hanging in order that no one should tamper with it, then it is Muktzah. 
  מוקצה מחמת חסרון כיס  
 

If a floor (not sink) drain cover fell off, may one push it back on?  

No.  If the drain cover is not meant to be removed on a regular basis, it is forbidden to push 

it back.  בונה  
 

                                                           
1 A utensil that is muktzah because its primary function is one that is prohibited on Shabbos, is a Kli Shemilachto l‟Issur. It is 
muttar to be moved for its use, or to use its place (this includes when its place is disturbed by its function). 

  
 

אג"מ או''ח ח"ה  ג. תורת המלאכות הצד סקי"ז.   ד. עי' מנחת שבת סי' פ' ס"ק ק"ע.   ה. עי' מנחת שלמה ח''א סי' י"ד, שש"כ פי"ג סעי' מ' מ"א.   ז. עי'

"א אות י''ג.   ח. שש''כ פכ''ג סעי' ח'.סי' כ  
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 לך לךפרשת 

 לע''נ הרב בנימין בן הרב אריה ליב זצ''ל גרינשפאן

 

Cleaning 
 

  

If a colored liquid spilled (e.g. orange juice, grape juice or colored ices), is it 

permissible to wipe the spill? 

It is best to wipe up such spills with rags or paper towels, rather than fabric towels.
1
  If these 

items are not available, a towel may be used. It is preferable to use a white or light colored towel 

that will become stained in the process, rather than a colored one whose color will get deepened.
2
  

עצוב    

 

May one use a towel to wipe mud off the floor or to serve as a mat to wipe muddy 

shoes?  
Yes.

3
 

  

Is it permissible to clean a sticky counter with a wet towel? What if the towel is only 

mildly damp? 

It is permissible to wipe a counter with a mildly damp towel, but forbidden with a wet one. 
מלבן סחיטה /   

 

Is it permissible to rub water on plastic such as a tablecloth on Shabbos? 

Hagaon Rav Moshe Feinstein zt”l suggests that one should not rub water vigorously onto 

plastic. Therefore, one may not rub water vigorously on a plastic tablecloth to clean it.  מלבן 

 

                                                           
1 Since color has no significance in these materials, there is no prohibition of coloring (צובע(. צובע    applies only to materials that 

are ordinarily colored for a purpose. The effect of coloring on something disposable is of minimal benefit because it is 
discarded after its use. 

2 The staining spoils the white towel and is not considered tzoveya, whereas the colored towel‟s color would be deepened. 
3 In general, one must refrain from getting clothing dirty on Shabbos since one may come to clean it. One must be careful to avoid 

situations that may cause clothing to become dirty, such as holding a baby who is not diapered, or leaving clothing in a place 
where they can fall into dust. However, in the case of a towel one is not concerned that it may become unclean to the point that 
one will immediately clean it Therefore there is no concern that he will clean it if it gets dirty. 
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 ויראפרשת 

 

Laundry 

 

May one allow a dryer cycle to continue operating after Shabbos begins?  

The dryer may continue to operate after Shabbos begins. However, if the noise of the dryer 

can be heard outside of the laundry room, the cycle must conclude before nightfall.  If the noise 

is limited to the laundry room only, the cycle may continue with no time limit.1  אוושא מילתא  

 

May one remove laundry from a dryer? 

Yes, if the laundry is dry enough that it won‟t get something else wet, and if the dryer light 

will not go on or off when opening the door.  If the dryer is not generally used for storing 

laundry, the dryer door is Muktzah and may not be closed unless its place is necessary. 

 כלי שמלאכתו לאיסור 

 

Is it permissible to fold clothing on Shabbos? 

It is permissible to fold clothing, but one must be careful not to fold along their creases, 

since this is forbidden on Shabbos.  

Is it permissible to place the clothing in its proper place after one has finished folding 

it (folding in a permitted manner only, as explained above)?  

According to many Poskim, once a specific item was separated as a consequence of being folded 

and not for the purpose of selecting it, it may be placed in its proper place.
2
 

 

If a pile of clothing is mixed together in the laundry, is it permissible to remove some 

clothing from the top to have access to a garment on the bottom?  

No. It is forbidden to remove what you do not want in order to access what you do want. 

However, it is permissible to move the clothing around within the pile to reach the desired item. 

Alternatively, you may turn the whole pile upside down to reach the desired item on the bottom. 

However, if the laundry is folded in a neat pile one may remove the top items to get to the 

bottom.   בורר  

Is one permitted to hang clothing on a clothesline on Shabbos? 

Hanging wet clothes (such as clothing that became wet in the rain) on a clothesline is 

forbidden, as this gives the appearance that laundry was done on Shabbos.  עין מראית  

                                                           
1
Machines running on Shabbos that make noise and that required a melacha to start is a zilzul Shabbos.  

2 This applies as well when washing/drying dishes. 
 
 

 א. אג"מ או"ח ח"ה סי' כ"ב אות ל"ח.  ב. שש''כ פט''ו סכ''ה   ג. סי' ש"ב ס"ג.   ד. שש"כ פט"ו סעיף מ"ד.  

 ה. ביה"ל סי' שי"ט ס"ג ד"ה לאכול, ועי' בשש"כ פ"ג סעי' מ"ה ובס' שביבת השבת בורר פי"ג ס"ק כ"ז. 
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 לע''נ הרב בנימין בן הרב אריה ליב זצ''ל גרינשפאן

 

Washing Dishes 
 

May one use soap to wash dishes or hands? 

Liquid soap is permitted according to most authorities.
1
 Some leading Poskim adopt a more 

stringent view and require diluting the soap to make it especially thin.  ממרח 
 

Is it permissible to leave a sponge in the sink over Shabbos? May the sponge be moved? 

 Leaving a sponge in the sink where it will get wet is prohibited.
2
 The sponge must be 

moved in an irregular fashion with care taken not to squeeze it.  מלבן 
 

Is it permissible to use a napkin or towel to wipe dry a bottle with a thin neck  

or a shot glass?  
    It is not permissible if the bottle is so wet that drying will cause water to be squeezed from the 

towel or napkin as you pull it out.   סחיטה    
 

When collecting plates after the meal, may I stack them according to size? 

As one collects the plates from the table, one may stack them in the order that he desires.בורר  

 

Is it permissible to wash dishes that are not going to be used? 

If one will not even use a single dish of this type during the remainder of Shabbos, he may 

not wash that dish. However, if he will use even one of that type, he may wash many.  
If one is concerned that the remains in the dish will harden and become more difficult to wash 

one may fill the dish with water but may not wash it. הכנה 
 

Is it permissible to place dishes in a dishwasher? 

One may store dishes in a dishwasher to keep the dishes out of the way (and not merely in 

preparation of cleaning them).  However, one must be cautious not to sort a mixture of dishes   or 

cutlery.  

 

                                                           
1 Because of its loose consistency it is not ממרח (תולדה of ממחק). 
2 Since this is considered cleaning the sponge (Melabein). 
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 תולדתפרשת 

  

Garbage 
 

Is it permissible to re-shape disposable items that have been crushed?  

According to some Poskim, disposable bottles, cups, foil pans, etc. which are completely out 

of shape and are difficult to bend back into shape should not be bent back into shape.  מכה בפטיש 
 

Is it permissible to replace a garbage can lid that falls off on Shabbos, whether it is not 

attached at all to the can, or is attached on one side only with hinges? 

Garbage can lids that are not attached may be replaced. However, those attached with hinges 

may not be replaced.  מכה בפטיש  
 

If a piece of cutlery fell into the garbage or gets mixed in with the garbage of a 

removed tablecloth, may one remove it? 

The piece of cutlery may be removed if one will rinse it off and use it immediately. 
1
  בורר   

 
Is it permissible to tie a garbage bag with a double knot? 

No, it is not permissible. קושר  

 

                                                           
1 Borer is permitted under three conditions: 1) the good from the bad 2) without the use of a utensil to help sorting 3) for 

immediate use. 

 

 ב. עי' מ"ב סי' שי"ג ס"ק מ"ה. ד, סי' שי''ז סעי' א' ברמ''א.
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 ויצאפרשת 

 לע''נ הרב בנימין בן הרב אריה ליב זצ''ל גרינשפאן

 

Restroom and Sink 
 

Is it permissible to spray air freshener?  

It is permissible to spray air freshener, however it is forbidden to spray perfume or other 

fragrance on clothing.  Therefore, when one sprays air freshener or any other fragrance, one 

should be careful not to spray clothing. The same holds true when spraying deodorant.
1
  מוליד  

 

Is it permissible to use a toilet if a cleanser is affixed to the bowl, whether the cleanser 

is colorless or whether the cleanser colors the water?  

It is permissible to use a toilet with a cleanser that does not color the water. It is preferable to 

remove a cleanser that colors the water before Shabbos. If it was not removed before Shabbos, it 

should be removed in an unusual manner with one‟s body, due to its Muktzah status. However, if 

it cannot be removed and there are no other toilets available, one may use it.  צובע   
 

Is it permissible to remove the cover of the water tank on the back of a toilet on 

Shabbos? 
Yes, it is permitted.

2 
 

Is it permissible to use a plunger on Shabbos? 
There is a difference of opinions among the Poskim if one may use a plunger on Shabbos. If 

one does not have alternate facilities, one may use the plunger with a shinui – in an unusual 

manner, such as using one‟s left hand.  בונה  
 

Is it permissible to use a toilet brush on Shabbos? 

Yes, it is permissible to use a toilet brush on Shabbos.     

 

Is it permissible to use a one-handled faucet? 

A one-handled faucet may only be used if it is positioned all the way to the cold setting.  

The faucet should be tested before Shabbos to make sure that no hot water is released even when 

the faucet is turned all the way to the cold setting. 
3
   בישול  

 
Is it permissible to shut the hot water faucet if it was accidentally turned on? 

Yes. This should be done immediately to avoid more water entering the tank and getting 

cooked, and it should be done in an unusual manner (due to Muktzah).  If the heated water in the 

tank has been used up to the extent that the water coming out now is only warm, it is forbidden 

for a Jew to close it.
4
 

 

                                                           
1 This is included in the Issur of Molid since one is creating a fragrance in the clothing. Chazal prohibited creating a new entity on 

Shabbos because it is similar to doing Melocha. 
2 Covers that are made to be removed and replaced easily are not included in the Melocha of Boneh.  
3 The test is done by shutting the cold water valve, and opening the faucet all the way to the cold setting. If hot water comes out, 

this is an indication that hot water always flows. This sink would be prohibited to use on Shabbos. 
4 Since the water in the tank had cooled off, additional water going through the tank will not get heated to Yad Soledes unless the 

faucet is shut. Therefore, shutting the faucet is an act of cooking. 

 .   ד. עי' אג"מ או"ח ח"ד סי' מ' אות ט'.  א. עי' סי' תקי"א ס"ק כ"ז.   ב. עי' מנחת שלמה ח"ב סי' י"ד.   .ג. סי' ש"ח סעי' י'

 ה. עי' בס' מגילת ספר ובשש"כ פכ"ג סע' ט"ז מהגרשז"א.   ז. עי' בשלחן שלמה. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

 Stanley Berfas  לע''נ רב זעליג בן זאב
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 וישלחפרשת 

 

 Food Preparation 

 

May one read the nutrition facts or list of ingredients on a food package?  

Yes.  

  

 

Is it permissible to use a measuring cup on Shabbos? 

It is forbidden to measure food precisely on Shabbos.
1
 If it is necessary to use the measuring 

cup during food preparation it is permitted only to approximate measurements. 

 

 

Is it permissible to prepare ice cubes on Shabbos?  

There is a difference of opinion among Poskim; one should consult one‟s Rav.  מוליד  
 

May one go outside the eruv wearing an apron, or is it considered “carrying”? 

One may not wear an apron outside.
2
 However if the apron covers the majority of one‟s 

body, it is permitted to wear it outside.  הוצאה  
  

 

Is it permissible to remove the end pieces of a particular food item? 

This is permissible and not considered Borer.
3
   

 

 
 

                                                           
1 Since this is common to business related activities which typically involve writing (Koseiv, according to the Rambam). However, 

the Mishna Brura explains that measuring is Uvdin d‟Chol. 
2 As an apron is only worn to protect one‟s clothing from becoming dirty, it is not considered a garment. 
3 This is not considered a mixture since they are the same food and both are eaten regularly. 
 

.ד"י' ד והע"י ס"כ פ"שש. ג.   א וברמ''א"ג ס"שכ' סי. ב.   ב"ב אות קמ"שבת פכ ארחות. א  

ב"ג ובמ"א סעיף י"ש' סי. ד  
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 וישבפרשת 

 לע''נ הרב בנימין בן הרב אריה ליב זצ''ל גרינשפאן

 

Tuna and Egg Salad 

 
What is the proper way to prepare egg and tuna salad on Shabbos? 

 Some people prepare these salads before Shabbos to avoid any Halacha questions. If they 

were not prepared before Shabbos, one should prepare them in the following manner: 
 

Egg salad: 

Peeling the eggs and onions. The peeling must be done by hand shortly before the meal, and 

only the necessary amount that will be eaten during that meal may be prepared.  בורר 

The ideal method is to peel them directly over a garbage can to avoid having to move Muktzah.  If 

one cannot do so, they should not be peeled onto a regular plate which would transgress the 

prohibition of Bitul Kli Meiheichano, but rather, onto a disposable plate.1  בטול כלי מהיכנו 
The peels may be removed directly only if they are repulsive in their present location. 
 

Mashing/ grating/ slicing. One may mash eggs regularly but may not use a utensil designated 

for mashing/grating.2 A slicer may be used to slice eggs.  עובדין דחול  
Cutting onions. One may cut up onions shortly before the meal as long as the cut pieces are 

larger than usual.3 טוחן  

Oil. 

 Oil should be added to the bowl before the eggs, and mixed in a crisscross fashion.4  לש 

Mayonnaise. Mayonnaise may be added to the bowl even after the eggs, and the mixture should 

be mixed with crisscross strokes. לש 

Salt. Salt should preferably be added after the eggs are mixed with other ingredients or shortly 

before the meal.   מעבד 

Removing a shell fragment. One may remove a shell fragment from the egg salad only if some 

egg salad is removed along with it.  בורר 

Notes: One may pour out the water from a pot of boiled eggs, since eggs in water are not considered a 

mixture. A hot egg (over 110F) may not be placed into cold water nor rinsed with cold water.
5 A scooper 

may be used to serve egg salad.  בישול  

Tuna salad:  

The lid of the can should only be opened halfway with a can opener.   תיקון מנא  
It is permissible to finely mash the tuna.  

If oil or mayonnaise will be mixed into the tuna, follow as above in egg salad.   לש 
 

                                                           
1 This is permitted even though the shells are Muktzah, and the plate/napkin has in effect become not movable (since it is 

permitted in the case of shells onto a disposable plate.)  
2  Eggs are exempt from the prohibition of Tochein (grinding) because in relation to food, the prohibition only applies to foods 

that grow from the ground.  Tuna would be similarly exempted. 
3 Since the prohibition of Tochein applies to foods that grow from the ground, which includes onions. 
4 Loose mixtures are permitted to be made by changing the order of the ingredients added and the manner in which it is mixed. 
5 Even though the water that is actually rinsing the egg will not get cooked, the remaining drops will. 

 

ה. סי' שכ"א סט"ז.   ז.  א. שש''כ פ''ח סעי' כ''ח   ב. שש"כ פכ"ב סעי' כ"ט מהגרשז"א.   ג. סי' שכ"א סעיף י', אג"מ או"ח ח"ד סי' ע"ד טוחן אות ד'.  

 סי' שכ"א ס"ק כ"א.
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 לע''נ הרב בנימין בן הרב אריה ליב זצ''ל גרינשפאן

 

 מקץפרשת 

 

Desserts 

 

Warm cake or fruit crumble is commonly served as a dessert together with ice cream. 

Is this combination permitted? 

If the temperature of the cake or crumble is 110°F or hotter (yad soledes), topping it with non-

cooked ice cream may “cook” the ice cream, which is forbidden on Shabbos.
1
  בישול    

 

If the temperature of the cake or crumble is less than 110°F, no cooking process occurs. 

However, if the cake is reasonably hot, it can cause the ice cream to melt and become liquid prior 

to eating. Causing the ice cream to melt is prohibited on Shabbos.
2
  מוליד   

 

Therefore, if one wants to serve hot cake together with ice cream for dessert, the two foods 

should be placed on the same plate, but they should not touch. They may be eaten together in one 

spoonful. 
 

May one prepare Jell-o or pudding on Shabbos? 

One may not prepare Jell-o on Shabbos. 

Pudding may be prepared in the following manner: 

As a loose mixture,  

Switching the normal order of adding the ingredients, 

Mixing the mixture in an unusual manner, such as using a crisscross motion or using the handle 

of a utensil.  מוליד / לש 

 

May one use a whip-topping spray on Shabbos? 

According to some Poskim, it is forbidden to use a whip-topping pressure spray on 

Shabbos
3
. In addition, it would not be permissible to form a flower or letter with the cream. 

כותב/  מוליד    
 

May one slice a cake decorated with letters or figures on Shabbos? 

One may not cut through a letter or figure written on a cake. One may slice between the 

letters.  כותב  
 
CHANUKAH RELATED: 

May one open a door or window near candles if the resulting wind may extinguish the 

candles? 

 No.   מכבה  
 

                                                           
1 This is different than raw foods placed next to hot foods (which is a machlokes) since in this case, the food is placed directly on 

top, which is considered an act of cooking. 
2 Forming liquids from solids is prohibited because of the Issur of Molid - creating a new entity - is similar to Melocha (Rashi). 

Others explain that it is a gezeira that one should refrain from squeezing fruits (Dash). 
3 Because the contents are a liquid that assume a solid consistency when released, which is a form of Molid. 

 

 א. רמ"א סי' שי"ח סט"ז.   ב. אג''מ או'ח ח''ד סי' ע''ד לש אות י''ב ושבט הלוי ח''ז סי' מ''א  סי' שכ"א סט"ז ובמ"ב.

'.אסע'  ד. סי' ש''מ ס''ג ברמ''א. ה. סי' רע''ז  

1 

2 
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4 
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 לע''נ הרב בנימין בן הרב אריה ליב זצ''ל גרינשפאן

 

 ויגשפרשת 

 לע''נ הרב בנימין בן הרב אריה ליב זצ''ל גרינשפאן

 

Fresh Fruit and Salads 
  

What is the proper method of peeling fresh fruits and vegetables on Shabbos? 

Fresh edible fruits and vegetables are also subject to the prohibition of Borer (sorting) and 

may therefore only be peeled immediately prior to eating. This applies whether the peel is edible 

(e.g. an apple) or not (e.g. an orange).  If the peeled fruit will be used for a Shabbos meal, it may 

be peeled before the meal in the time frame necessary for the meal‟s preparation.  The use of a 

peeler is a machlokes; one should consult one‟s Rav.  בורר  
 

May one leave fruits to ripen in the sunlight?  
Fruits that are edible in their current state may be placed in the sunlight to ripen more. 

However, fruits that are not currently edible are Muktzah and may not be handled. 

 

Is it permissible to rinse fruits if it is necessary to remove dirt and/or dust before 

eating? 

Yes, but the rinsing must be done immediately prior to use. Rinsing for cleanliness when no 

specific dirt is visible is permitted, even when not done immediately prior to use.  בורר  

 

What is the proper method of preparing a salad? Avocado spread? 

A. The vegetables may not be peeled in advance, only close to the meal within the time 

frame that it takes to prepare the meal.
1
 (Often this is within the half hour before the meal.)   בורר 

B. The vegetables or avocado should be cut into pieces larger than usual and as close to the meal 

as feasible (within a half hour of the meal). One may not cut the vegetables into very small 

pieces.
2
 טוחן  

C. One may not mash the avocado with a fork, but rather with the handle of a utensil.
3
ןטוח    

D. Salt may be added only if there are absorbed
4
 ingredients (e.g. oil or mayonnaise) present in 

the mixture.
5
 (The oil or lemon juice should preferably be poured onto the vegetables first, and 

only then should the salt be added). If there are no other ingredients, salt may be added only 

immediately prior to eating.   מעבד  
 

                                                           
מיד , סמוך לסעודה -    1 One of the three conditions in which  בורר is permitted . 
2 The primary מלאכה of  טוחן (Grinding) in the  משכן was with foods grown from the earth.  
 .in an abnormal manner, such as using the handle –שנוי  is permitted when performed with a full-fledged טוחן  3
4  Pepper is not absorbed 
 prohibition of salting foods because it resembles preserving. When other ingredients are added, it dilutes the salt‟s effect –מעבד  5

and therefore is not considered preserving.  
 

 א. סי' שכ"א ס"ק פ"ד, סי' שי"ט ס"א.   ג. אג"מ או"ח ח"א סי' קכ"ה ושש"כ פ"ג סעי' כ"ב.  

ד. סי'  שכ''א סע' ג', ס' שכ''א סעי' י"ב ברמ''א.    

1 

2 

3 

4 

 רב זעליג לייב בן אברהםלע''נ 
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 לע''נ הרב בנימין בן הרב אריה ליב זצ''ל גרינשפאן

 

 ויחיפרשת 

 

Cooking 

 

Is it permissible to place a hot pot of soup or cholent from the fire onto a wet counter?  

It is forbidden to place a hot pot directly from the fire onto an area that has cold droplets of 

liquid, as the heat of the pot will cook the droplets, transgressing the Melocha of Bishul. Placing 

the pot directly onto a wet towel is forbidden as well. Placing a wet towel near a fire is similarly 

forbidden.
1
מלבןבישול /      

 

Is it permissible to replace the lid of a pot if droplets of liquid are present on the lid 

and they have since cooled off?  

Since the heat of the pot can re-cook the droplets on the lid, it is best to wipe the cooled droplets 

off before replacing it atop the pot. If this cannot be done, the lid should be shaken very well (not 

near the pot) so that the droplets fall off.  Similarly, a wet ladle that has cooled off may not be 

returned to the hot pot.  בישול  

 

Is it permissible to stir the contents of a pot while it is on a blech above the flame? 

No. This is so even if the food is fully cooked.  It is preferable not to remove food from the 

pot either, since by doing so mixing will occur. 

 If the food is not fully cooked, the prohibition is stronger, and it is prohibited to mix it even if 

the pot is not on the blech. Adding hot water to the pot, removing some of the pot‟s contents, as 

well as covering the pot, are prohibited as well.  

  בישול  
 

                                                           
1 The added component of  מלבן is present as well which is prohibited on Yom Tov as well.  

 
 

 א. עי' סי' ש"א סע' מ"ו ובמ"ב ס"ק קס"ד.   ב. אג"מ או"ח ח"ד סי' עד  בשול אות י"ד.   

 ג. סי' שי"ח ס"ק קי"ג.  ביה"ל סי' רנ"ז ס"ד ד"ה גורם.
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 לע''נ הרב בנימין בן הרב אריה ליב זצ''ל גרינשפאן

 

 שמותפרשת 

 לע''נ הרב בנימין בן הרב אריה ליב זצ''ל גרינשפאן

 

Warming Food on Shabbos 
 

What is the proper method of warming up food on a hot plate / blech on Shabbos? 

As long as the food is dry and solid (such as Challah without frost, kugel, chicken without 

gravy), one may warm it up on top of a pot or crock-pot that contains food.  One may leave it 

near the oven as well. Placing the food on top of an empty utensil such as an overturned foil pan 

on a blech or hot-plate is a Machlokes among the Poskim, and therefore one should try to find 

another solution. Frost on Challah may not be removed.  / בורר חזרה   
However, raw items or items with liquid/frost may not be placed in a location where they can 

reach 110F even if one intends to remove the item before that temperature is reached.
 בישול1

Additionally, liquids that will melt or solidified gravy that will liquefy may not be placed in any 

location where they will become liquid even if they will not reach 110F.  מוליד  
Food that is being warmed should not be completely wrapped in aluminum foil with the 

intention of insulating it.  Wrapping for other purposes is permitted.
2
 הטמנה  

  

What is the Halacha if food was placed directly on a blech above the fire on Shabbos, 

but this was done unintentionally or in error? 

If additional cooking took place, it is forbidden for the household to benefit from the food.  If no 

additional cooking took place and the food was merely heated, it is forbidden to benefit from the 

food while it is still hot.  There is a dispute among the Poskim whether benefit is permitted once 

the food has cooled.  מעשה שבת  
 

Is it permissible to pour hot water or soup into a thermos? 

Yes, it is permissible to pour hot water or soup into a thermos.   
 

Is it permissible to leave kugel in the crockpot from before Shabbos?   

Yes, it is permissible. 
3
 

 

                                                           
1 As Chazal were concerned one may forget to remove it before it reaches yad soledes. 
2 This applies to Erev Shabbos as well, since insulating in a way that adds heat is prohibited even from before Shabbos. However, 

insulating that merely retains heat is only prohibited on Shabbos. 
3  This is permitted and not considered Hatmana B‟davar Ha‟mosif Hevel (which is assur) since there is no intention of hatmana 

by keeping the kugel insulated by the cholent. 
 
 

י'.   ב.  א. סי' רנ"ג ס"ה וביה"ל לעיל שם בד"ה ויזהר, סי' שי"ח ס"ז ובמ"ב שם וסעיפים י"ד ט"ו ט"ז, מאור השבת ח"א מכתבי הגרשז"א מכתב ט' אות

 עי' ביה"ל סי' רנ"ג ס"ה ד"ה להחם וחזו"א סי' ל"ז ס"ק כ"ז.   ג. אג"מ או"ח ח"א סי' צ"ה.   

 ד. עי' שש"כ פ"א סע' פ"ז מהגרשז"א.
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 לע''נ הרב בנימין בן הרב אריה ליב זצ''ל גרינשפאן

 

 ואראפרשת 

 

Coffee and Tea 

 

What is the proper method of preparing tea /coffee on Shabbos?  

The following are some general points regarding the preparation of hot drinks, including tea 

(bags and powdered) and instant coffee: 
 

Tea essence. Tea made with tea bags should not be prepared in the normal method on Shabbos. 

Instead, tea „essence‟, or concentrate, should be prepared before Shabbos by steeping tea bags in 

hot water. 

If the tea essence is warm, it may be poured directly into hot water, even in a kli rishon [that is off the 

fire].1  However, to avoid the question of dyeing/coloring, it is preferable that the hot water be poured 

into the essence (and not vice-versa).  

If the tea essence is cold, the hot water should not be poured directly into it.  Rather, the hot water 

should be poured first into a second cup (kli sheini). To avoid the question of dyeing, it is preferable 

to pour the water from the kli sheini into the essence.  צובע /בישול   
One should not hold a teabag above the cup of essence if droplets will fall into the cup. Therefore, 

the bag should be removed with a spoon.   בורר  
 

Adding Ingredients. Once hot water has been poured into a second cup, the following may be 

added to it: coffee granules, milk, sugar, powdered tea,2 pasteurized honey, cold water, pre-

cooked coffee creamer. However, when using substances that will color the water, it is preferable to 

add the substance to a cup first and then pour the water from the kli sheini into it. עצוב / בישול  
 

Lemon. A slice of lemon may only be added to hot tea which is in a third cup (kli shlishi). בישול  
A lemon may not be squeezed to release its juice even after it has been placed into tea. However, 

it may be squeezed directly onto some sugar so that the juice will be absorbed into the sugar. 
דש / סחיטה   
 

May one dip cookies into a cup of hot tea? 

If the water in the cup is a kli sheni, i.e. it was poured directly from the urn into the cup, one 

may not dip the cookies into the cup. However, if the water is a kli shlishi, i.e. the water from the 

cup was poured into a second cup, one may dip the cookies into the tea.   בישול  
 

May one move a hot water urn? 

Yes, it is permitted to be moved because the urn is battul (insignificant) to the water, and is 

therefore not muktzah. 

 

                                                           
1 This is based on the rule that cooked liquids are not prohibited to be recooked as long as they didn‟t cool off. 
2 It is assumed that all of these food items were pre-cooked during the manufacturing process. 
 

י''ב, שש"כ פ"ג סעי' ס"ד מהגרשז"א. א. שעה''צ סי' שי''ח ס''ק ס"ה, סי' תק''ו ס''ק  

ס"ב  ג. סי' ש"כ ס"ו ומ"ב ס"ק כ"ב.   ד. סי' שי"ח ס"ה.   ה. אז נדברו ח''ג סי' נ''ד אות ח'.-ב. עי' בשש"כ פ"א סעי' נ"ה  
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 לע''נ הרב בנימין בן הרב אריה ליב זצ''ל גרינשפאן

 

 באפרשת 

 לע''נ הרב בנימין בן הרב אריה ליב זצ''ל גרינשפאן

 

Combining Foods 
 

Many people enjoy eating pickles, coleslaw or other non-cooked foods as an 

accompaniment to the main course on Shabbos. May one place non-cooked foods 

on the same plate as hot cholent or hot kugel if the foods will touch?  

Most Poskim permit contact of non-cooked foods with hot cooked foods. Others rule stringently 

and forbid contact of non-cooked foods with hot cooked foods, since such contact can cause the 

uncooked food to cook.
1
  בישול  

 

May one eat hot cholent, kugel, or schnitzel with ketchup or mustard?  

 Yes, since the ketchup/mustard was previously cooked. 

 

After hot soup or cholent is placed in a serving tureen or individual bowl, 

may one add salt? 

Yes.
2
 However, it should not be placed in the pot that was on the fire. Spices should not be added 

to a kli sheini either. 

 

May one dip challah into one’s bowl of hot soup?  

The Halacha is that a baked food may not be cooked even in a kli sheini. However, one may 

put baked food into a kli shlishi. If the soup was poured into the bowl using a ladle, there is room 

to be lenient and consider the bowl as a kli shlishi which permits one to dip in their challah. 

However, if the ladle was left in the pot to the point that the ladle became very hot, then the ladle 

cannot cause the bowl to be considered a kli shlishi. If the soup is less than 110 F (yad soledes), 

one may always dip in challah.   בישול  
 

What is the Halacha regarding adding croutons or “mandalin” (soup nuts) to a bowl of 

hot soup?  

If the soup nuts have been only baked, their status is the same as challah described above. If they 

have also been deep-fried, such as with “mandalin”, there is no issue of re-cooking them.   בישול  
 

                                                           
1 Based on the reasoning that the contact between the foods is inadvertent, and raw vegetables are not enhanced in any way by the 

cooking. Furthermore, the hot food is in a secondary vessel (kli sheni), or more commonly, a third vessel (kli shlishi), which 
according to many Poskim is unable to cook. Therefore, there is room to be lenient, especially if the food is not very hot.  

2 According to the basic halacha, salt does not cook unless it is on a fire. Although the Rema says that it is praiseworthy to be 
stringent and not place salt even in a kli sheni, since salt has been previously cooked (during the processing), one may be 
lenient. 

 

  

 

שם ס"ק מ"ה.    א. עי' שש''כ פ"א סעי' ס''ה, ודעת הגרשז''א להקל ג. סי' שי"ח ס"ק ע"א, שש"כ פ"א סעי' קע"ד מהגרשז"א.   ד. סי' שי"ח ס"ה, מ"ב 

 ה. שש"כ פ"א ס"ע.
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 לע''נ הרב בנימין בן הרב אריה ליב זצ''ל גרינשפאן

 

 בשלחפרשת 

 

Opening Sealed Packaging 
 

What is the proper way to open a bag of chips on Shabbos?  
It is preferable to open all packages prior to Shabbos.

1
  If one was not able to open them 

beforehand, the following are the correct methods of opening sealed packaged items. 

 

A bag of pretzels/chips/sugar or a box of cereal  

According to many Poskim, one must destroy the bag/box in the process of opening
2
, not 

merely dispose of it once it is opened.   
 

Freeze-pops or ices that are meant to be cracked in half 

Opening these items in the normal manner is prohibited on Shabbos. They may be opened in 

a destructive manner, by cutting a slit down the side (without cracking it in half) and emptying 

the contents onto a plate or bowl.  תיקון מנא 
 

Bottle of soda 

According to many Poskim, a bottle cap may not be opened in the normal manner, and must 

first be punctured with a knife.  It may then be twisted open and removed. Care must be taken 

that the knife puncture does not cut the letters or pictures printed on the cap. The cut should be 

made between the letters or to the side of the picture. תיקון מנא 

  

Puncturing a hole in a box drink 

There is a difference of opinion among Poskim; one should consult his Rav. עשיית פתח 

 

Small packets of sugar 

These may be opened in the regular fashion. 

  

                                                           
1 So as to avoid opening a package in an incorrect manner or tearing letters on Shabbos, thus avoiding questions of makeh 

b‟patish / korea / mechatech. 
2 Rendering it unfit for use. 

 מגילת' ח אות יב פרק שבת אורחות' ה כ'שש. ה    יח אות ט'פ כ'שש ח''י אות יב פרק שבת אורחות ד.    ג אות ט'פ כ'שש. ג.   ב,יג אות ט''פ כ'א.שש

 'ד אות ט'פ כ'שש. ו'   ג אות יד ספר
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 לע''נ הרב בנימין בן הרב אריה ליב זצ''ל גרינשפאן

 

 יתרופרשת 

 לע''נ הרב בנימין בן הרב אריה ליב זצ''ל גרינשפאן

 

Opening sealed Packaging II 
 

May a child be given a candy if it is certain that he will rip letters when opening it? 
All wrappers should preferably be opened before Shabbos. However, if one forgot to do so 

and it is impossible to open the package without tearing the letters, one may give the closed item 

to a child to open on his own. An adult should not open it. 

 

If one mistakenly ripped a letter while opening a wrapper on Shabbos, is it permissible 

to eat the food? 

Yes, it is still permissible to eat the food.
1
 

 

May one rip a package between letters of a word? 

Yes, it is permissible to use this method to open packages with letters.  

 

May one separate one stick of string cheese from the rest? 
No. The plastic between the individual sticks is perforated and it is forbidden to cut along 

perforations on Shabbos.  קורע 
 

Is it permissible to remove the paper separating slices of cheese? 

Yes, but only immediately prior to a meal. בורר 

 

                                                           
1 Chazal imposed a ban on deriving benefit from a Melocha transgression, even when done by mistake (Ma‟aseh Shabbos). This 

case, however, would not be considered deriving benefit from the Melocha itself. 

 ב. שש''כ פ''ט סכ''ד. ג. שש''כ פ''ט הע' נ''א  מהגרשז''א.  ו. אג"מ או"ח ח"ד סי' ע"ד בורר אות ח'.
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 לע"נ שרה בת ישעי'
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 לע''נ הרב בנימין בן הרב אריה ליב זצ''ל גרינשפאן

 

 משפטיםפרשת 

 

Clothing 

 

If a skirt is fastened to a hanger with safety pins, may one remove the safety pins? 

One may remove the pins since the attachment is clearly temporary. 

 

If clothing is wet enough at the onset of Shabbos that liquid can be squeezed out, is this 

clothing Muktzah over Shabbos? 

The Muktzah status of wet clothing that is wet enough to wet something else at the onset of 

Shabbos is a Machlokes.
1
  מגו דאיתקצאי  

 
May one pull a thread to tighten a stitch or button on Shabbos? 

It is forbidden to tighten a stitch or button on Shabbos.  תופר  

 

May one fix a broken zipper on Shabbos?  

 No.  מכה בפטיש  
  

Is it permissible for a woman to tie a snood with a double knot? 

This is permitted if the double knot is not tight.  

 

May one dust one’s clothing on Shabbos? 

If one is bothered by the dust
2
 on one‟s clothing to the extent that he would not go out 

wearing the garment in its present state, he may not remove the dust. However, if it does not 

bother him to wear his dusty clothing, then he may shake his clothing lightly to remove the dust.  
  מלבן 

Is it permissible to remove clothing from a clothesline on Shabbos? 

It is permissible under the following conditions: 

The clothesline is not attached directly to a tree. 

According to some Poskim removing clothing is only permitted if at the time of Bein 

Hashmashos, the clothing was not saturated to the point that it could wet something else.  If it 

was, then according to some Poskim the clothing is considered Muktzah and may not be moved 

 

                                                           
1 Wet clothing is Muktzah and thus may not be moved in the regular fashion, since Chazal were concerned that one may come to 

squeeze them.   
The rule is that any item that was Muktzah at the onset of Shabbos remains Muktzah for the duration of Shabbos, even if the 
reason it was Muktzah in the first place does not apply anymore (under the principle known as „Migui D‟iskatzai‟).  An added 
consideration, however, is that this rule generally applies only if its  Muktzah status is dependent on natural variables. 

2 The term „dust‟ includes similar powder-like substances, including flour, powdered sugar, talc, chalk powder and the like. 
 

 

 א. שש"כ פט"ו סעיף ס"ח מהגרשז"א.  ב. ס' שא סע' מ"ו ברמא,  ובגמרו בדי אדם מותר עי' סי' ש''י ס''ק י''ט.

שש"כ פט"ו סעיף ע"ח.   ה. שש"כ פט"ו סעיף נ"ה.ו סעי' ע''א.   ד. ''ג. עי' סי' ש''מ ס"ו ושש''כ פט  
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 לע''נ הרב בנימין בן הרב אריה ליב זצ''ל גרינשפאן

 

 תרומהפרשת 

 לע''נ הרב בנימין בן הרב אריה ליב זצ''ל גרינשפאן

 

Menswear 
 

May one knot a necktie?  

It is permissible to tie or untie a knot that opens completely by pulling the narrow part out.
1
  

According to some Poskim, a necktie knotted in a way that does not open by pulling the narrow 

part [such as knots that go through the loop twice] should only be made if it will be opened 

within twenty-four hours. According to those Poskim, it is forbidden to undo such a knot if it was 

knotted for longer than 24 hours  מתיר /קושר   
 

May one wear a bobby pin / clip to hold a yarmulke (adult or child) in place outdoors?  

One may wear a pin or a clip if it is helping prevent the yarmulke from falling off. 

 

May one wear his jacket over his shoulders outside? 
If it is common for jackets to be worn this way in the country where the person is currently 

located, then it is permitted. Otherwise, it is forbidden.   הוצאה  
 

May one tighten Tzitzis?  

According to some Poskim, this is equivalent to making a knot.   קושר  
 

May one walk outside the eruv with Tzitzis that are defective ?(פסול) 
No, walking outside with defective Tzitzis is considered Hotzaah. 

 

May one wear a Gartel underneath one’s jacket outside? 

If one is also wearing a belt, he may not wear a Gartel under his jacket.
2
  הוצאה   

 

May one wear cufflinks outside if they are not actually closing the cuffs? 

It is questionable whether cufflinks may be worn in this manner because they are not serving 

any function and are not usually worn in this manner. Therefore, perhaps it is considered that 

they are not being "worn", rather they are being "carried". 

 

                                                           
1 This is considered a bow rather than a knot. 
2 Wearing two belts is not considered “derech levisha” (the normal mode the garment is worn). 

 

כ"ט, ועי' סי' ש"ג ס"ק ס"ז.   ג. חוט שני ח''ד פכ''ה ס''ק ט''ז.       ד.  א. סי' שי"ז ס"ה, עי' שש"כ פט"ו סעיף ס"ב מהגרשז"א.   ב. שש"כ פי"ח סעיף

.   ו. אג"מ או"ח ח"ב סי' ע"ו.   ז. שש"כ פי"ח הע' קכ"ד מהגרשז"א.שם בבהי''ל ד''ה דעתו עליהןסי' ש"א סעיף ל"ח.   ה.   
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 תצוהפרשת 

 

Raingear 

 

May a woman wear a rain bonnet outside the eruv if it is raining or snowing? May she 

wear a rain bonnet even if it is not presently raining or snowing,  

but she is worried that it may start while she is out? 

Yes. Since the bonnet normally protects the hair and face from getting wet, it is permitted and is 

not considered Hotzaah. 
1
 

 

May one wear a plastic rain covering made for hats? May one cover a hat with a 

plastic bag? 

One may not cover one‟s hat with a plastic bag, since the bag does not protect the face; it merely 

protects the hat. According to many Poskim, even the plastic rain covering made for hats should 

not be worn.   הוצאה  
 

Is it permissible to hang up a wet coat to dry when coming in from the rain? 

Yes. Although one is not permitted to hang up wet clothing to dry because of mar’is ayin 

(i.e. it appears that the clothing was laundered on Shabbos and is now hanging to dry), in the 

case of a rain coat, there would be no suspicion of laundering.    מראית עין  

 

                                                           
1 In general, a covering that protects the body (e.g. from rain or wind) may be worn, whereas one that protects only clothing may 

not. 
 

ש''א ס''ק  א. סי' ש"א סעי' י"ד.   ב. שם, אג"מ או"ח ח"א סי' ק"ח, עי' שש"כ פי"ח ס"י ובהע' מ"ו מהגרשז"א שהתיר.   ג. שש"כ פט"ו סל"ח, עי' סי'

א שמותר ובחוט שני ח''א פי"ז סק"ד אוסר ועי' שו''ת שבט הלוי ח''ג סי' נ''א.קס''ד. ד. שש''כ פט''ו סעי' ע''ח והע' רמ''ו מהגרשז''  
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 כי תשאפרשת 

 לע''נ הרב בנימין בן הרב אריה ליב זצ''ל גרינשפאן

 

Shoes 

 

May one scrape dried mud from a shoe? 

 It is forbidden to do so, since scraping off dried mud is a question of grinding.  טוחן  
 

May one scrape off wet mud from a shoe? 

   It is permissible to do so, as long as the shoe is only gently wiped. One may not rub the 

shoe vigorously. This applies to clothing as well, provided that one does not completely remove 

the stain. 

 

May one go outside the eruv with insoles in his shoes? 

 Yes. 

 

May one go outside with tissues in his shoes that were inserted to help prevent or      

 cushion a blister, or to make the shoe fit better?   

Yes. 

 

May one go outside with shoelaces that are untied? 

 Yes.  

 

May one tie shoelaces on Shabbos? 

 It is permissible to tie the laces as long as one does not tie a double knot.  

It is permissible to make a double knot that opens by pulling the end of one shoelace.
1  

Shoelaces that were tied on Shabbos must be untied within 24 hours of when they were tied. 

Therefore, when one removes one‟s shoes [on Shabbos or Motzai Shabbos], one should untie 

them, unless they will be worn again and untied within 24 hours from the time they were first 

tied.  מתיר /  קושר  
 

May one thread shoe laces into a shoe that did not previously have these laces? 
 No.      מכה בפטיש  

 
Is one permitted to remove grass that became stuck to his/her shoes? 

One may not remove grass stuck to shoes in a regular fashion, as the torn grass is Muktzah.  

 

                                                           
1 This is considered a bow rather than a knot. 
 

 ג. סי' ש"ב ס"ז.   ד. עי' סי' ש"ג  סט"ו ושש"כ פי"ח סע' כ"א.   ה. עי' סי' ש"ג סט"ו ובמ"ב ס"ק מ"ט.  -א.שש"כ פט"ו סנ"א.   ב

 ו. שש"כ פי"ח הע' קכ"ט.   ז. סי' שי"ז סעי' כ"ט.   ח. סי' שי"ז ס"ק ט"ז. 
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 ויקהלפרשת 

 

Eyewear  
 

May one wear contact lenses outside the eruv on Shabbos? 

Yes. Lenses have the same Halacha as glasses, and they are permitted to be worn by anyone 

who wears them all the time. However, if one is not used to wearing the lenses and may be 

inclined to remove them, then it is forbidden to wear them outside. 

 

May one use contact lens cleaning solution on Shabbos? 

Using lens cleaning solution on Shabbos is a serious question. Therefore, one should only 

use saline solution instead.  מלבן  
 

May one wear reading glasses outside on Shabbos?  

Due to the fact that they are not needed to help one see while walking, wearing reading 

glasses outdoors is forbidden.  הוצאה  
 

May one replace an eyeglass screw on Shabbos? 

It is forbidden to replace a screw or lens that fell out of glasses frames. It is even forbidden 

to tighten a loose screw that is still in the frame. The various components of broken glasses are 

considered Muktzah and may not be moved.  מכה בפטיש  
 
However, if the frame itself is irreparably broken, or if the screw is missing and no replacement 

is available, the lens or temple may be attached in an obviously temporary fashion, such as with 

a rubber-band or safety pin.
1
 

 

When going outdoors, may one wear sunglasses? 

According to some Poskim, one may not go outdoors wearing ordinary sunglasses or 

sunglasses clipped on ones glasses. One who is required to wear sunglasses for medical reasons 

may wear them outside on Shabbos.  צאהוה   
 

When going outdoors, may one wear prescription glasses that become tinted in the 

sunlight?  

Yes. 

                                                           
1 Since its status as beyond repair cannot possibly lead to a permanent repair, which would be forbidden. Otherwise, it is Muktzah 

because Chazal were concerned one may come to fix it. 
  

השבת ח"ב א. שש"כ פי"ח סע' י"ז.   ב. קובץ תשובות ח"א סי' כ"ו.   ג. שש"כ פי"ח סט"ז.   ד.  סי' ש"ח סע' ט"ז ועי' מכתב הגרשז"א בסו"ס מאורי 

 כ"ט ג'.   ה. שש"כ פי"ח סע' י"ח מהגרשז"א.   ו. אג"מ או"ח ח"ג סי' מ"ח.
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 פקודיפרשת 

 לע''נ הרב בנימין בן הרב אריה ליב זצ''ל גרינשפאן

 

Attachments to Clothing 

 

May one peel off a sticker or remove the plastic piece that is used to connect a new pair 

of socks?  

It is preferable to remove the sticker or plastic piece before Shabbos.
1
  If this was not done, it is 

permissible to do so on Shabbos. According to Hagaon Rav Moshe Feinstein zt”l, the sticker and 

plastic piece are Muktzah and must be removed in an unusual fashion, for example with one‟s 

teeth. 

 

May one rip open threads of the stitching around a pocket of a new garment? 

No. This is prohibited.   מכה בפטיש / קורע   
 

May one wear clothing with tags still attached, outside the eruv (e.g. price tags or dry 

cleaner’s tags)?  

It is preferable to remove all tags before Shabbos. If this was not done, it is permissible to wear 

the garment with the tags attached. However, according to some Poskim this is only permitted if 

the wearer is not bothered by their presence. This is permissible since the tags are then 

considered battul (of no significance, disregarded) to the garment. 

Alternatively, it is permissible to tear off the tags on Shabbos, being careful not to tear any 

letters.  According to Hagaon Rav Moshe Feinstein zt”l, the tag is Muktzah and must be removed 

in an unusual fashion.  However, if the tag is sewn in, it is forbidden to undo the stitches.  

Note that if the wearer is not bothered by the tags, it is preferable to wear the garment with the 

tags attached rather than to tear them off.  

 

May one use a safety pin on Shabbos to pin up a hem that became undone or tighten 

the neckline of a shell?  

It is permissible to use a safety pin if it is done in a way that is temporary (not more than 24 

hours) and therefore not considered sewing. Using a very large safety pin that would be 

uncomfortable to leave in place long term, or attaching the pin in a way that it is visible, will 

assure that it will not remain permanently and is therefore permitted.
2
 The clothing with the pin 

may be worn outside on Shabbos. 

 

                                                           
1 To avoid questions of Korea and Makeh Bipatish. 
2 There are dissenting opinions regarding whether safety pins are a form of תופר. Even accepting the stringent view, we may still 

Lechatchila rely on the Poskim who permit them if it is for temporary use of less than 24 hours. 
 
 

 א. עי' ברמ''א סי' שי''ז ס"ג ושש''כ פט''ו סעי' ס''ז מהגרשז''א, קו' לתורה והוראה.   ב. סי' שי"ז ס"ג ובמ"ב.  

 ג. שש"כ פט"ו סעי' פ"ה תשובת והנהגות ח''א סי' ר''מ. ד. חוט שני פפ''ח ס''ק ד'. 
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 ויקראפרשת 

 

Carrying with Regard to Clothing 

 

Is it permissible to wear gloves or earmuffs outside the eruv on Shabbos? 

It is preferable to refrain from wearing gloves, since one may unconsciously remove them 

and transgress the prohibition of carrying. Poskim are lenient for women and children. Many 

Poskim are lenient with earmuffs since they are not frequently taken off.  

 

When wearing a belted coat or robe, must the belt always be tied when  

worn outside? 

If the belt is sewn on or attached with buttons, then it is permissible to leave it untied. However, 

if the belt is held in place merely with loops, then according to some Poskim one should make 

sure that it is tied before wearing it outside.   הוצאה  
 

May one go outside with a ripped belt loop, or is it considered carrying?  

If possible, one should not go out with a torn belt loop, unless there is no intention of 

repairing the loop. 
1
  הוצאה   

 

May one wear a shirt that has spare buttons attached? 
If the buttons are standard, the shirt may be worn, because they are insignificant and battul 

to the clothing. According to some Poskim, however, if the buttons are uncommon or unique, the 

shirt may not be worn until the buttons are removed.  

 

If the button on one’s garment is attached too loosely to be effective for fastening, may 

one wear the garment outside on Shabbos?   

In this case, it is preferable not to wear the garment outside. If the presence of the button 

enhances the appearance of the garment, it is permitted.  However, if one has no other garment to 

wear, a conscious declaration should be made that this button will not be used to fix the garment 

after Shabbos. Since this button will not be used again to fix the garment, it becomes battul 

(insignificant) and it is permissible to wear the garment.   הוצאה  
  
 

                                                           
1 This renders the loop insignificant and it is not considered carrying. However unusable items that one is planning to fix are not 

battul to clothing, such as loose buttons and passul Tzitzis. 
 
 

 ב. ע' סי' ש"א ס"ק קל"ה.   ג. סי' ש"א ס"ק ק"נ.   א. סי' ש''א סל"ז ובמ"ב, ע' שו''ת משנה הלכות ח''י סי' רל''ד.  

 ד. שש''כ פי''ח סעי' ל' מהגרשז''א.   ה. ארחות רבינו ח''א עמ' קל''ז, סי' ש''א ס''ק ק''נ ושש''כ פי''ח סעי' מ''א.
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 צופרשת 

 לע''נ הרב בנימין בן הרב אריה ליב זצ''ל גרינשפאן

     

Carrying Items 

 

Is it permissible to walk outside with a pebble in one’s shoe?  

One should remove any pebbles from one‟s shoes before walking outside.  
 

May a woman wear a watch outside on Shabbos? 
L’chatchila, a woman may only wear a watch outside if she considers it to be a piece of jewelry to 

the extent that she would theoretically wear the watch even if it was broken. If a woman is not sure if it is 

permissible for her to wear the watch outside or not, she should ask herself, “Is my watch truly a piece of 

jewelry? Would I put on this watch even if it was broken?” A man should not wear a watch outside on 

Shabbos. 
 

May a woman wear a necklace concealed under her clothing? 
Sometimes, when one puts on clothing, one mistakenly puts the clothing on top of a 

necklace. However, one should not wear a necklace under one‟s clothing when walking in a 

R’shus HaRabim (public domain) because if the necklace is not visible, it does not serve any 

function and may be considered Hotzaah (carrying). Therefore, one should be careful when 

getting dressed to ensure that the necklace remains visible on top of the clothing.  

 

If one is wearing a shirt and a sweater, and the necklace is lying on top of the shirt but is at times 

covered by the sweater, it is not a problem.
1
 

 

                                                           
 

 א. שש''כ פרק י''ח הערה קפ''ג מהגרשז''א

 'ח''ד פפ''ח ס''ק ב'  ג. עי' תהל''ד סי' ש''א זב. סי' ש''א סעיף י''א בביה''ל ד''ה בזה ועי' בחוט שני 
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 שמיניפרשת 

 

Carrying (Hotzaah) Scenarios 

 

What is the proper procedure if a person is walking in an area not enclosed in an Eruv 

and realizes that he is carrying something? 

 

Scenario One: If one has not stopped since he left a private domain 
The person should return to where he came from without pausing, or if not possible to return to 

the original location, he may return to any private domain. 

 

Scenario Two: If one has stopped since he left a private domain, however has not stopped 

after the discovery 

The item should be dropped in an unusual manner while the person continues walking 
uninterruptedly.  

1
 

 

Scenario Three: The person stopped walking after the discovery  
The person should remain at a standstill and not resume walking.  He should then put the item 

down in the place where he stopped.  

 

If the carried item is too valuable and cannot be left unattended, the person should remain near 

the item to watch over it until after Shabbos, or he may ask another person to do so in his stead. 

If that is not possible, it is permissible to ask a non-Jew to carry the item home only if the area is 

not a Reshus Harabim M’Doraisa. 

 

What may one do if walking with a child and the child absolutely refuses to continue 

walking? 

One may carry the child less than seven feet, and then the child must be put down. This pattern 

may be repeated for as long as necessary until the destination is reached. However, one may not 

carry the child into the private domain – the child must do that on his own.  

 

                                                           
1 Ideally, the person should continue walking and put the item down on a fire hydrant or parking meter in one fluid motion 

without ceasing to walk. These are examples of a  מקום פטור– Exempt Areas – which are considered neutral domains. Other 
examples include a mailbox on a post and a traffic sign. Placing the item on an Exempt Area is permitted and is not 

considered הוצאה מרשות לרשות (carrying from domain to another). The surface area of Exempt Areas must be less than 4 tefachim.  
The item should be placed in a manner where it will rest at least momentarily and not immediately roll off.  In most cases, the use 
of Exempt Areas is not practical. 

  

 .ו"נ' ח סע"כ פי"שש. ב
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 תזריעפרשת 
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Outdoor Activities 
 

Is it permissible to run on Shabbos? 

As a general rule, hurried walking is a disruption of the serenity of Shabbos and a detraction 

of its honor
1
. One may jump and run if doing so is pleasurable to them. 

 

Running is also permitted to escape from any unpleasant circumstance. For example, you may 

run home if you get caught in the rain, and you may run home if walking alone at night and are 

uncomfortable in the dark. Similarly, you may run to distance yourself from a barking dog
2
. 

 

It is also permitted to run for the purpose of performing a mitzvah, such as running to Shul to be 

on time for Davening or to attend a Shiur. 

 

May one lean on a tree on Shabbos? 
It is only permissible to lean lightly on a tree, such as if removal of the tree would not cause 

you to fall. If leaning on the tree will cause it to shake, leaning is always prohibited. 
 

 

May one wear a reflector while walking outside in the dark? 

It is permissible to wear a reflector; however one should wear it as a belt. If one‟s coat has a 

belt, he should leave the belt of the coat untied.
3
 הוצאה 

 

May one carry a house key on Shabbos during the day within an Eruv, so as to use it 

upon one’s return home at night after Shabbos? 

One may only carry the key during the day if it was needed to lock the door upon leaving.  הכנה 

   

Is it permissible to use a door knocker on Shabbos? 

No.
4
 השמעת קול 

 

Is one permitted to apply sunscreen on Shabbos? 

Smearing sun screen is not permitted. However, sunscreen with thinner consistency that can 

spread by itself may be used. 
 

                                                           
 "וכבדת מעשות דרכיך"  1

The verse in Sefer Yeshaya (58,13) reads "אם תשיב משבת רגליך...וכבדת מעשות דרכיך ממצוא חפצך ודבר דבר” If you restrain your foot 
because it is Shabbos…And you shall honor the Shabbos in your goings by refraining from pursuing your weekday occupations, 
and from speaking of them”, directing us to maintain the character and holiness of Shabbos even in matters such as the very 
way we walk. 

2 Even if the dog is leashed or confined. 
3 Even though it is better in general to tie the belt, in this case if one will tie the coat belt the reflector would be considered 

carrying since two belts are unnecessary. Therefore, in this case of necessity one can rely on the lenient opinions that do not 
consider an untied belt as carrying, since it is an accessory to the coat. 

4An item designated for noise is prohibited to be used even in a non-rhythmic manner. 
 

ו. רמ''א סי' של''ח  ג.-ד.   ב. סי' של"ו ס"ק ב-א. סי' ש"א סעי' א      
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 מצורעפרשת 

 

Rain Related Questions 
 

May one shake off a coat or hat from rain or snow? 

One may only shake the coat or hat lightly. However, one may not shake it vigorously since 

doing so will squeeze out the water that has been absorbed into the fabric, which is considered 

laundering.    מלבן/סחיטה  
 

If one just stepped in a puddle, may he walk on grass? 

Yes, one may continue to walk outdoors even though he may unintentionally be watering the 

grass.  זורע  
 

If one’s socks did get soaked in the rain – must he remove them as soon as possible so 

as not to continue squeezing them out with each step he makes?  

He is allowed to continue wearing them. When he gets home, if he has other dry socks it is 

preferable to change into them. 

 

May one move saturated clothing? 

No, since we are concerned that he will squeeze them out, which is a form of Laundering. 

However, two people may carry them together since they will remind each other not to squeeze. 

 

May one tie wet shoelaces on Shabbos?  

Tying or untying wet shoe laces can squeeze out the water, which is forbidden.   

Therefore, one should be careful to do so softly and carefully, in a manner which will not 

inevitably squeeze out some water.
  סחיטה  1

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
 

 .ה''ו הערה נ''כ פט'''שש, ו"מ' א סעי"ש' סי. ד.   ג"ק ר"צ ס"ה ושעה"מ' א סעי"ש' סי. ג.   ג"א ס"ש' סי. ב.   א"ב ס"ש' ל סי"ביהא. 
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 אחרי מותפרשת 
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Snow Related Questions 
 

May children wear plastic bags over their feet (so as to ease their putting on boots) 

outside the eruv on Shabbos?  

According to Hagaon Rav Moshe Feinstein zt”l, this is forbidden.    הוצאה  
 

May one break ice or shovel snow on Shabbos? 

One may only break ice on Shabbos if there is a necessity for it to be done, since some  

Poskim consider it breaking an attachment to the ground. The same holds true for breaking 

icicles off a building.   סותר  

Shoveling snow is prohibited and should not be done by a Jew on Shabbos even within an Eruv.  

Salt may be put on ice if necessary to prevent slipping but otherwise should not be done on 

Shabbos.  טירחא עובדין דחול  
 

May one place wet clothing on a radiator to dry? 

Wet clothing may not be placed in an area that is 110F, since heating a wet garment is part 

of the laundering process, and because the water will get cooked. One who is wearing wet 

clothing should not sit on a radiator or stand in close proximity to it. One should be careful not to 

leave a wet towel near a hot stove. 
1
שולבי/  מלבן      

 

Is it permissible to play with snow and make snow balls? 

Snow is not Muktzah; however, making snow balls or a snowman is prohibited.  בונה  

 

                                                           
1 Melabein is prohibited on Yom Tov as well. 

 

, וע''ע אגר''מ ח''ה סי' ב. סי' ש"כ ס"ק ל"ו, שו"ת לב אברהם סי' מ"ט.   ג. סי' ש"א סמ"ה ומ"ב ס"ק ק"ע.   ד. סי' של"ח סק"ל, שש"כ פט"ז סעי' מ"ה

.כ''ב אות ט''ז  
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 קדושיםפרשת 

 

Children 

 

May children go out with gloves attached to their sleeves with clips, even if they are not 

actually wearing the gloves?  
Yes, because they are considered to be part of the coat. However, if the gloves are not attached to 

the coat but rather are attached to each other by a string, the child is not permitted to go out with 

them if he/she is not actually wearing them.   הוצאה  
 

May one tell a child that they will write a “Mitzva note” after Shabbos? 

One should not tell a child that they will "write" a note after Shabbos to his teacher,   

because this can readily be told after Shabbos. One may say they will "give" the child a mitzvah 

note
1
 ודבר דבר   .

 

May an adult wipe off pen/marker/crayon marks/makeup that a child scribbled on 

himself or on a wall?  

If they are merely marks and not a picture, they may be wiped off. 
2
One may wipe it off with 

water – first placing water on the skin /wall, and then wiping the marks off with paper towel. A 

cloth should not be used.  

 
May one walk while holding a child’s hand, if the child is carrying Muktzah?  

If the child is carrying Muktzah of reasonable value, one may not hold the child‟s hand, 

since one may come to pick up the Muktzah item if the child drops it. This does not apply to 

Muktzah that is permitted to be moved l’tzorech gufo u’mekomo (for use of the item or for the 

place that it is occupying). 

 

 

                                                           
1 Even for a Mitzvah it is not permitted to mention doing Melocha if one can avoid mentioning the melocha or if it can be said 

after Shabbos. 
2The prohibition of erasing applies M‟dRabbanan even when not for the purpose of writing in the same place. However, the 

Rabanan made this decree applicable only in a place where it is normal to write. 
 
 
 

 א. ביה"ל סי' ש"א סל"ז ד"ה שיתפרם, חוט שני ח"ד פכ"ח ס"ק כ"א.   ג. קצוה"ש סי' קמ"ד בדה"ש סק"י.

 ד. סי' ש"ט ס"א.
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 אמורפרשת 

 לע''נ הרב בנימין בן הרב אריה ליב זצ''ל גרינשפאן

 

Children’s  Activities 

 

May one play with magnetic letters on a fridge?  
No. Since the letters on the fridge are fastened to a background, it is considered writing (and or) 

erasing.“Etch-a-Sketch” may not be used for drawing, as the magnet leaves a lasting image. מוחק/  כותב   

May one string beads to create a permanent necklace? 

No, since making a necklace constitutes making a new item. Furthermore, since the beads have no 

function other than to make a necklace, they are Muktzah.  מכה בפטיש  

May one put together or take apart a puzzle on Shabbos? 

One should not make or take apart a puzzle on Shabbos.  מוחק/  כותב  

May children blow bubbles on Shabbos? 

There is a dispute among Poskim as to whether blowing bubbles is permissible or not.  Children may rely 

on the lenient view. מוליד  

May one inflate a balloon? Knot it?  

According to many Poskim one may inflate a balloon even if it has a shape, however it is forbidden to 

knot it. Some Poskim are stringent and do not permit blowing up a balloon that has never been blown up 

before. מכה בפטיש 

May one ride a bicycle within an eruv on Shabbos? 

It is forbidden to ride a bicycle on Shabbos, even within an eruv. This prohibition applies to children as 

well as adults.  If a child begins to ride a bicycle, he should be told to stop.  

Notes: Although one may not ride a bicycle on Shabbos, it is a machlokes among Poskim if bicycles 

considered are Muktzah.
1
 Bicycles with training wheels and tricycles, however, may be ridden by children 

indoors and within an eruv.
2
 קושר 

May one measure boundaries for a game using the tiles on the floor? May one measure time with a 

clock? 

Since measuring using floor tiles may transgress the Rabbinic prohibition of measuring, it is best to 

refrain from doing so. One should not measure precisely with one‟s feet, although one may approximate. 

Measuring time with a clock or sand timer is prohibited as well. מדידה 

Is playing ball permissible on Shabbos? 

It is preferable that adults and children above the age of nine or ten do not play ball on Shabbos. In case 

of need, one should consult a Halachic authority. Rolling a ball on the ground outdoors is always 

forbidden, as this activity can lead to the transgression of the Melocha of Choresh (plowing).
 3
 

A ball got stuck in a bush. Is one permitted to remove it? 

It is only permissible to remove it if the bush is shorter than 3 tefachim, which is approximately 9 inches. 

 

                                                           
1 Since the prohibition is not because of Melocha.  
2 Since these are made exclusively for children play. 
3 Doing so even on paved floors is a Gezeira stemming from the prohibition of doing so on non-paved floors.  However, there is no 
Gezeira indoors since indoor floors are generally paved. 

ה.עי' אג''מ חו''מ ח''ב  ח''א סי' קל''הץ   ב. עי' שש''כ פ' ט''ז אות כ''ב.  ג. שש''כ פט''ז סעי' כ''ד מהגרשז''א.  ד. שש''כ פ' ט''ז סעי' ל''אא. אג''מ או''ח 

ועי' בספר טלטולי שבת בשם  עי' ס' מנוחה נכונה ל''ח ג' בשם הגרשז''א .סי' מ''ז אות ג' ועי' שו''ת באר משה חלק ב' סי' ב'.  ו. כף החיים סימן ת''ד סק''ח

ח. עי' ערוך  הגרמ''פ שהוא מלאכתו לאיסור הוצאה עי' שש''כ פ' ט''ז סעי' י''ח ז. שש"כ פכ"ט סעי' ל"ה מהגרשז"א, סי' שכ"ג ס"א סי' ש"ח ס"ק קס"ז.  

 השלחן סי' ש"ח ס"ע, סי' ש"ח ס"ק קנ"ח ותשו' שבט הלוי ח"ט סי' ע"ח.
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 לע''נ הרב בנימין בן הרב אריה ליב זצ''ל גרינשפאן

 

 בהרפרשת 

 

Infants and Toddlers 
 

Is it permissible to shake a rattle on Shabbos? 

One may not shake a rattle to amuse a child on Shabbos. 
1
 השמעת קול 

 

Is it permissible to defrost a baby’s bottle of milk? Can the bottle be immersed in a 

bowl of hot water that was poured from a kettle/urn? 

It is permissible to defrost a bottle of milk for a baby as long as the bottle is not placed in a warm 

area. In cases of necessity, frozen liquids may be defrosted in a warm area as long as they cannot 

reach the temperature of Yad Soledes (110F) in that place. Alternatively, in cases of necessity, 

the bottle may be placed in hot water poured from a kettle or urn.  מוליד  
 

When preparing a bottle using baby formula, may the formula be measured in an 

exact manner? 

Only if it is imperative that an exact measurement is used. 
 

How may one mash a banana to be fed to a baby? 

The banana should be mashed in an unusual manner, such as using the back 

of a utensil. טוחן  
 

What should one be aware of when disposing of a soiled diaper? 

According to many Poskim, one should not close the diaper by taping shut the sticky tabs 

before disposing of the diaper. The reason for this is because once the diaper is in the garbage, 

the tabs can remain closed permanently, and closing the tabs in this permanent manner can be a 

transgression of the Melocha of Tofer (sewing).   תופר  
 
A soiled diaper may be deposited in the garbage because the diaper is considered Graf shel re’i 

(repulsive). Since removal of the diaper is permissible only due to its repulsiveness, if the baby 

was changed in a room that will not be used again for the duration of Shabbos and the diaper will 

therefore not repulse anyone, the diaper should not be moved and placed in the garbage until 

after Shabbos.  מוקצה מחמת גופו 

 

May one use baby wipes on Shabbos? 

  No. Even if the wipes were squeezed before Shabbos to remove excess moisture and the 

moisture remaining in the wipes is not capable of wetting something else, they are still not 

permitted.   דש /סחיטה   
 

                                                           
1 Chazal prohibited the use of a utensil designated for making sound as a gezeira since it may lead one to fix instruments. 
 

 א. סי' של"ח ס"א.   ב. ס' שי''ח סעי' ט''ז ברמא    ג. שש"כ פי"א סעיף ל'.   ד. חזו"א או"ח סי' נ"ז בד''ה נמצינו.

 "פ שיינברג בסה"ז להגרא"ז גורביץ .    ו. עי' רמ"א סי' תרי''ג ס"ט.ה. חוט שני ח"א פי"ז סק"ב והגרח
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 בחקתיפרשת 

בנימין בן הרב אריה ליב זצ''ל גרינשפאןלע''נ הרב   

 

Refuah 
 

Is it permissible to take Tylenol or Aspirin for a headache? 
Taking Tylenol or Aspirin is permitted only if the headache is very painful to the extent that 

one cannot function regularly because of it, or if one feels a need to lie down because of it.
1
 

 רפואה 

 

May one take a sleeping pill?  

Many Poskim permit the use of sleeping pills on Shabbos. This is because fatigue is not 

considered a medical condition. Furthermore, the sleeping pill does not act as a cure; it merely 

induces sleep. One who suffers from a lack of sleep may certainly rely on these Poskim. 

 

May one take vitamins on Shabbos? 

According to many Poskim, vitamins that are taken to maintain one‟s health are permitted to 

be taken on Shabbos. Since they do not cure a medical condition, they do not fall under the 

prohibition of taking medicine. However, one who takes vitamins every twenty-four hours 

should take the vitamins once before Shabbos commences and once after, to avoid a question of 

Refuah since it can be avoided.  

 

May one take “Tums” on Shabbos? 

One may not take antacids unless he is in pain to the extent that he is not functioning 

regularly.  רפואה  
 

May one crush a pill if it is too hard to swallow? 

Yes. Since the ingredients of the pill have previously been crushed, there is no prohibition to 

re-crush them. 

 

May one use nasal congestion spray? 

Nasal congestion spray should not be used unless the congestion is impairing the person‟s 

ability to function regularly.   רפואה  
 

May one take a sick person’s temperature (with a mercury thermometer)? 

Yes. Chazal did not prohibit measuring if the intention is to care for the sick. According to 

Rav Moshe Feinstein taking one‟s temperature is not included in the prohibition of measuring 

and is therefore permitted for one who is not sick as well. 

 

 

                                                           
1 Gezeira of healing to prevent the possibility of grinding (Tochein). Chazal did not forbid refuah for someone who is considered 

sick. 
 

 

קל"ח בדה"ש ס"ק ל"א ובשש"כ פל"ג הע' ט"ז.   ג. אג"מ או"ח ח"ג סי' נ"ד ענף ד'.      ד. ארחות א. סי' שכ"ח סע' ל"ז ובמ"ב.   ב. עי' בס' קצוה"ש סי' 

 שבת פ"כ סעיף קמ"ד. ה. שש''כ פ''ו סי''א.  ז. סי' ש"ו ס"ז.
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 במדברפרשת 

 

First Aid 
 

May one apply dry skin care on one’s hands or lips without smearing? 

Applying lotion or cream onto dry skin will violate Memareiach (smearing).  Applying 

lotion or cream even without smearing is also prohibited due to the gezeira that one will come to 

smear. Although curative lotions that are liquid are not subject to Memareiach, they are still 

prohibited due to Refuah.
1
 The cream/lotion is therefore considered Muktzah. 

If one is a Choleh, the necessary gel/cream/lotion may be placed with a Shinui, without 

smearing.   רפואה /ממחק   
 

May one who suffers from a toothache drink whiskey to alleviate his discomfort? 
Yes, since whiskey is a common drink and not a medicine, one may drink it in the fashion 

he normally would. In any other fashion, such as gargling the whiskey, it is forbidden. רפואה  
 

May one who has a nose bleed allow blood to come out? May he cause blood to come 

out? 

There is nothing wrong with allowing blood to leave one‟s body. However, one is not allowed to 

cause blood to come out. חובל  
 

May one who sprained his ankle wear an Ace bandage or cast, outdoors on Shabbos? 

Yes, since one may wear anything that promotes healing, or prevents further injury.  

However, one may not cover the cast with a protective plastic, because the plastic does not help 

the body itself.
2
  הוצאה   

 
May one remove a splinter on Shabbos? 

If at all possible, the splinter should be removed in a manner that will not inevitably draw 

blood. If that is impossible and one is in pain, the splinter may nonetheless be removed even 

though blood will inevitably be drawn out.   חובל  
 

May one slit the skin to facilitate removing a splinter? 
 One may cut into the skin if it is if necessary to remove a splinter, provided that doing so 

will not inevitably draw blood. If the person is in pain, he may slit the skin even if it will 

inevitably cause blood to come out.  חובל  
 

May one who has sweaty feet, place baby powder in their shoes to absorb the 

perspiration? 

 Yes, since the purpose of the powder is not to promote healing. 

 

                                                           
1 Gezeira of healing to prevent the possibility of grinding (Tochein). 
 

 
סי' שכ"ח ס"ק ק"א.   ג. סי' שכ"ח סעי' מ"ח.   ד. סי' ש"א סעי' י"ד ובמ"ב ס"ק נ"ג.   ה. סי' ש"ח סע' י"א, סי' א. שו"ת אז נדברו ח"ד סי' ל"ד.   ב. 

 שכ"ח ס"ק פ"ח ובשעה"צ ס"ק ס"ג.   ו. שש"כ פל"ה סעיף י"ח, סי' שכ"ח סק"צ ובשעה"צ ס"ק ס"ג.

 ז. שש"כ פל"ד סעיף י"ב.
 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 



 

 

 לע''נ הרב בנימין בן הרב אריה ליב זצ''ל גרינשפאן

 
 

 

35 
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 נשאפרשת 

 לע''נ הרב בנימין בן הרב אריה ליב זצ''ל גרינשפאן

 

Band-Aids 

 

May one use a Band-Aid on Shabbos?  
A Band-Aid may be applied to a wound on Shabbos. If the Band-Aid wrapper must be 

ripped open, it should be done in a manner that avoids ripping any letters. Some Band-Aid 

wrappers do not need to be ripped open, as the wrapper can be unfolded and the Band-Aid will 

slide out. Such a wrapper may not be ripped since it is unnecessary to do so; one should avoid 

the question of Korea.  

Some are Machmir that the tabs covering the adhesive portions of the Band-Aid, as well as those 

on disposable diapers, should be detached and re-attached prior to Shabbos, if it will be needed 

on Shabbos.  קורע  
 

How should one fasten the Band-Aid? 
The Band-Aid should be fastened in a manner that it will eventually become unfastened, and 

not in a manner that it will be removed without undoing the attachment. Therefore, one should 

not attach the Band-Aid to itself when placing it on his finger, since when discarding the Band-

Aid one is likely to merely roll the Band-Aid off his finger with the wrapped Band-Aid still 

attached to itself. This would be an issue, since in effect he is permanently fastening two things 

together.  Rather, one should place the Band-Aid in a diagonal manner so that the two ends don‟t 

touch. 
  תופר    

What should one do if he needs more than one Band-Aid?  
As mentioned in Question #2, the Band-Aids should not be placed one on top of the other, 

since it is likely that when discarding the Band-Aids they will remain stuck together. Rather, 

they should be placed side by side.  
  תופר   

Can a Band-Aid be removed from a wound on Shabbos? 

A Band-Aid that is on an area where no hair grows (e.g. a finger or palm) is permitted to be 

removed. However, if the Band-Aid is on a hairy part of the body, then it may not be removed on 

Shabbos since doing so will inevitably pull out some hairs.  However, if the Band-Aid is causing 

discomfort and there are no gentiles available to be asked, then one may carefully remove it 

himself.    גוזז  
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 בהעלתךפרשת 

 

Choleh related Questions 

 

May one recite Tehillim for a sick person on Shabbos?  

If the illness is not life threatening, one may say Tehillim privately on his behalf, but 

Tehillim is not recited in public. No Mi She’berach or name of the Choleh should be announced. 

After reciting Tehillim if one did so privately, one should not specifically ask that he be healed, 

but rather one should say, " שבת היא מלזעוק, ורפואה קרובה לבא"  – “It is Shabbos and we cannot 

call out [in prayer], but may healing come speedily.” 
1
  צער  

If the illness is life-threatening but the danger is not imminent, one may privately recite Tehillim 

on his behalf, followed by a prayer for his recovery. However, if the ill person specifically 

requested that Tehillim be recited publicly on his behalf, his request must be fulfilled to prevent 

the person from feeling anxiety, which may have a negative effect on his already precarious 

situation. 

If the patient is in imminent danger, Tehillim is recited publicly followed by a prayer for his/ her 

recovery. 

 

Is it preferable not to schedule a visit to a sick person on Shabbos? 

       One should preferably visit the sick during the week, unless there is a specific benefit or 

request for a Shabbos visit.  If one is not able to visit during the week, he should visit on 

Shabbos.  צער  
 

What is permissible to tell a sick person when visiting him? 

One should not wish a sick person “Refua Shleima” as one does during the week; one should 

rather say  " שבת היא מלזעוק, ורפואה קרובה לבא"   - “It is Shabbos and we cannot call out [in 

prayer], but may healing come speedily”.    צער  

 

                                                           
1 The prohibition of  צער (distress) stems from the verse in Sefer Yeshaya (58,13) that reads: 

 If you restrain your foot because it is the Sabbath, refrain from“ "אם תשיב משבת רגליך עשות חפציך ביום קדשי וקראת לשבת ענג..." 
accomplishing your own needs on My holy day; if you proclaim the Sabbath „a delight‟…”.  Chazal determined that bringing 
delight to Shabbos includes both engaging in positive activities as well as avoiding negative activities.  Positive activities 
include partaking of three special seudos, and negative activities are those that would cause us distress, including visiting an ill 
person and reciting Tehillim on his behalf, except under the circumstances described above. 

  
 

 א. סי' רפ"ח ס"ק כ"ח, אג"מ או"ח ח"א סי' ק"ה, שש"כ פ"מ סעי' מ"ט.   ב. סי' רפ"ז סק"א.   ג. סי' רפ''ז ס''א.
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 שלחפרשת 

בן הרב אריה ליב זצ''ל גרינשפאןלע''נ הרב בנימין   

 

Cosmetics 

 

May one use a deodorant bar? What about deodorant gel? 

No. Doing so is prohibited due to Memareiach (smearing). Only aerosol deodorant may be 

used. [Note: if the aerosol spray is scented it may only be applied directly to the body. It may not 

be applied to clothing.]    ממרח  
 

May one remove nail polish on Shabbos? 

Nail polish may be removed on Shabbos if one is doing so because the nail polish is not 

wanted at this point in time. However, if the purpose of removing the nail polish is to prepare for 

a subsequent application of nail polish (after Shabbos, of course) then one may not remove the 

nail polish on Shabbos.  הכנה  
 

May one bite off a hangnail that is causing a great deal of discomfort? 

Once a nail becomes detached along most of its width, it is regarded as completely detached 

Me’deoraisa.  In that case, it does not constitute shearing (Gozez) Me’deoraisa, and one is 

permitted to bite it off to remove it if there is pain. One may not remove it in the usual manner, 

such as with an instrument. 

If the pain can be relieved by covering the nail with a Band-aid, the nail should not be removed.  
   גוזז 
 

May one pull off excessive skin from one’s lips? 

No. Doing so is prohibited, even though the skin may be very annoying.    גוזז  

 
May one clean one’s teeth with toothpaste?  

No. Doing so is considered Memareiach, smearing. The toothpaste is considered Muktzah as 

well, and may not be used even if diluted, unless it was designated for use on Shabbos before 

Shabbos. Toothpaste that was designated and prepared to be used on Shabbos, may be diluted 

and then used or be placed in the mouth without smearing even not diluted.  ממחק  
 

May one brush their teeth with a toothbrush without using toothpaste? 

One may certainly brush one‟s teeth on Shabbos if no water is used (provided that one does 

not brush in a manner that will inevitably cause his gums to bleed). Using a wet toothbrush is 

only permitted if the bristles are far apart from each other, and one may even wet such a 

toothbrush before brushing one‟s teeth. However, if the bristles of the toothbrush are dense and 

water is trapped in between the bristles, the toothbrush may not be used when it is wet. 
 1

דש /סחיטה      
The toothbrush should not be rinsed after use to be prepare for the use after Shabbos.2 הכנה 

 

                                                           
  

ו. אג"מ או"ח ח"א סי' קי"ב-ג. סי' שכ"ח סל"א.  ד. סי' שכ''ח סע' ל''א.  ה    
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 קרחפרשת 

   

Combing and Brushing Hair 

 

May one brush or comb one’s hair on Shabbos?  

It is forbidden to brush one‟s hair on Shabbos using a stiff-bristled brush.
1
  Hair brushing is 

permitted only when: 

a. The brush has very soft bristles
2  

b. The brush is set aside solely for Shabbos use
3  

However, if one knows that strands of hair will be pulled out even when the above conditions are 

met, the brushing is forbidden. 

Combing hair is prohibited on Shabbos.    עובדין דחול /גוזז  

 

May one brush or comb a wig on Shabbos? 

Wigs made of human hair should be tested before Shabbos to determine if brushing or 

combing will definitely pull out hair. 
4
 Wigs made of synthetic fibers are stronger and are usually 

not subject to this prohibition, since the hair will not be pulled out.  קורע 

 

May one remove nits or lice from hair on Shabbos? 

One may not comb nits from hair using a nit comb due to the Melocha of Gozez (shearing). 

It is permissible, however, to remove nits by hand, though one must be careful not to remove any 

hair in the process.
5
 גוזז  

 

 

                                                           
1 Combing or brushing hair is מלאכת גוזז. The act will inevitably pull out hair and is considered a פסיק רישא. 
2 The bristles in a soft brush will usually bend before pulling the hair. 
3 It is עובדין דחול to use a weekday brush, even one with soft bristles.  
4 As the hair is neither growing nor attached to the body, combing a wig is not גוזז, but rather קורע. 
5 This may be accomplished if done gently so that hair is not pulled from its roots.  
 
 

 א. סי' ש''ג סעיף כ''ז ובמ''ב שם ושעה''צ ס''ק ע''ח.
 

 

1 

2 

3 

 רב אריה זאת בן יואבלע''נ 
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 לע''נ הרב בנימין בן הרב אריה ליב זצ''ל גרינשפאן

 

 חקתפרשת 

הרב בנימין בן הרב אריה ליב זצ''ל גרינשפאןלע''נ   

 

Hair 

 

How may one dry hair that is wet on Shabbos?  
Hair that is wet may not be dried if the water will be squeezed out.

1
 Patting hair gently to 

dry is permitted.  סחיטה 

 

May one braid hair or a wig on Shabbos, or unbraid an existing braid?    

 It is forbidden to braid hair or undo an existing braid on Shabbos as it transgresses the Melocha of 

Boneh/Soser (building/demolishing)
2
 for hair and Oreg/Potzaya (weaving/unraveling) for a wig. Some 

Poskim prohibit curling as well.   סותר /בונה   
 

Is it permissible to use hair spray or hair gel?   

No, this is prohibited even if one won‟t touch the hair/wig.
3
מכה בפטיש /בונה      

 

Is it permissible to remove a ponytail holder on Shabbos?  

It is forbidden to remove a ponytail holder if it is known to pull out hair when it is removed. 

One should test the ponytail holder before Shabbos to ensure that no hair is pulled out when it is 

removed.  גוזז  

 
May one remove gum that became stuck to hair on Shabbos? 

One is forbidden to remove gum from the hair on Shabbos, as hair will definitely be pulled 

out by doing so.  גוזז  
 

                                                           
1 Forcing out the absorbed wetness is equivalent to squeezing, which is prohibited because of  דש) סחיטה(. 
2  It resembles בונה   because it is building a structure, but since it is not permanent, it is אסור מדרבנן.  
3 The stiffening effect of the spray causes the hair to retain its shape, forming a structure resembling בונה. 

 

 א. סי' ש"כ ס"ק נ"ה ועי' חוט שני ח"ב פכ"ד סק"ו.   ב. שש"כ פי"ד סע' נ"ח, סי' ש"ג סכ"ו ובמ"ב.   ג. ביה"ל סי' ש"ג סכ"ז ד"ה לחוף.
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 לע''נ הרב בנימין בן הרב אריה ליב זצ''ל גרינשפאן

 

 בלקפרשת 

 

Reading 

 

Is it permissible to read a report card on Shabbos? 

No.
1
  

 

May one read from a menu on Shabbos? 

One should not read a list of foods written as a menu on Shabbos.
2
 Instead, a menu reminder 

should be prepared prior to Shabbos and Yom Tov in the following manner: each food item 

should be written on an individual card and the cards placed in a separate bag for each meal. 
3
  

 

Is it permissible to read a catalog on Shabbos or is it Muktzah? 

Looking through a catalog purely for enjoyment with absolutely no intention of buying  

anything is permissible.
4
 However, it is forbidden to look at the prices. 

 

May one subscribe to a newspaper published 7 days a week? 

Hagaon Rav Moshe Feinstein ruled that one should not subscribe to a newspaper that will be 

delivered to him on Shabbos.   ם''אמירה לעכו   
 

Is it permissible to read Holocaust literature on Shabbos? 

If reading such literature causes one to feel distress, it is best to refrain from reading on 

Shabbos. צער  

 

When looking through a picture album with adhesive pages, is it permissible to lift or 

replace the pages to insert pictures? 
No. Adhesive album plastic may not be attached or detached for inserting pictures or for any 

reason.    תופר /קורע   
     

May one read math/medical/science books on Shabbos?  

May one study for a secular exam? 
According to some Poskim, it is permissible to read/study secular material of knowledge (such as 

math) on Shabbos; however, one may not say that he is studying for an exam. One who fears 

Hashem should refrain from reading / studying such materials.  

 

                                                           
1Chazal forbade reading שטרי הדיוטות, informal documents, on Shabbos since it may bring to erasing (Rambam), as well as it 

being a prohibition included in “v‟daber davar” (R‟osh). This general category includes: billboards, street signs that describe 
the historical significance of a location, and letters.  

2 Chazal prohibited reading menus and guest lists since this may bring to erasing. Additionally, one may come to read Shtarei 
Hedyotos. 

3 In this way, it is not a list, and is therefore  מותר . 
4 A catalog is a כלי שמלאכתו לאסור, which means it can only be moved לצורך גופו ומקומו. In this case, לצורך גופו can mean that you 

want to actually use the catalog to look through for enjoyment.  

 

ו סי' ב. סי' ש"ז ס"ק מ"ז.   ג. תשובה מהגר"מ פיינשטיין בסו"ס טלטולי שבת, שש"כ פכ"ט הע' קי''ג.   ד. מפי השמועה, וכ"ה בשו"ת באר משה ח"

 "ז סע' י"ז ובמ"ב.ס"ו.   ה. עי' סי' ש''ז ס''ק ג'  ז. סי' ש
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 לע''נ הרב בנימין בן הרב אריה ליב זצ''ל גרינשפאן

 

 פינחספרשת 

 לע''נ הרב בנימין בן הרב אריה ליב זצ''ל גרינשפאן

 

Books 
 

Is it permissible to read a book that has words stamped on the edges of its pages, as is 

commonly the case with library books?  

Preferably, one should try not to open such books on Shabbos.
1
 It is therefore advisable to place 

a piece of paper between the pages prior to Shabbos. In this way, it would be permitted to read 

the book on Shabbos as the words will not be separated when opening the book.  However, if it 

is necessary to read the book on Shabbos, and one did not put paper between the pages, one may 

open the book.    מוחק /כותב   
 

If a written page is ripped into multiple pieces, is it permissible to recreate the page by 

placing the pieces together or conversely, to separate the pieces? 

If all the individual letters printed on the page are recognizable when the pieces are separated, it 

is permitted to both place them together and to separate them. 

 

What is the Halacha regarding reattaching a book’s binding tape if it has begun to peel 

off? 
According to some authorities, pressing down binding tape that has begun to curl at the corners 

of an old Sefer or book may be a transgression of the Melocha of Tofer (sewing).  One must be 

careful not to press and stick the adhesive tape back into its place, whether on the cover or 

individual page(s) of a Sefer.   תופר  
 

If pages of a book are stuck together (due to wetness or food residue), may they be 

separated?  
Yes, it is permissible to separate the pages, as long as no words or letters are ripped or erased. 
 

May one wipe dust off of a book? 

Yes. 

 

May one select and remove a specific Sefer from a pile of Seforim? 

If the Sefer is for immediate use, it is permissible to do so. However, if the Sefer will not be 

used immediately, it is forbidden.  בורר  
 

Is it permissible to arrange Tehillim Mechulak in its proper order on Shabbos after 

use?  

No.  בורר   

 

                                                           
1 Opening such a book is breaking apart words. 
 
 

ג ס"ח והע' ל'.   א. סי' ש"מ ס"ק י"ז.   ב. אג"מ יו"ד ח"ב סי' ע"ה ד"ה ובדבר דף.   ג. ע"פ סי' ש"מ סעיף י"ד.   ד. שש"כ פכ"ח ס"א.   ה. עי' שש"כ פכ"

 ו. שש"כ פ"ג סעי' פ"א.   ז. שש"כ פ"ג סעיף צ"א.
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 מטותפרשת 

 

Playing Games 

 

Is it permissible to play dreidel on Shabbos? 

One may not play dreidel on Shabbos if he intends to do so as a form of betting, since that 

falls under the category of a business transaction. However, if one is playing merely for the fun 

without winning anything, one is permitted to play dreidel.    מקח וממכר  

 

Is a child permitted to play with Lego on Shabbos? 

Many Poskim permit playing with Lego. Children may rely on this opinion. 

 

Is it permissible to play with “Magna-Tiles” on Shabbos?  

Magna-Tiles the size of a Tefach (approximately 3-4 inches) are forbidden for both adults 

and children.   Adults may not play with even smaller sized tiles if they will be used to form a 

roof whose finished size is a Tefach or more.  Similarly, adults may not take apart a previously 

built roof made of smaller sized tiles if the roof was a Tefach or larger.  בונה 

 

Is it permissible to play games such as kugelach or marbles on Shabbos? 
One may not play games such as kugelach or marbles outdoors,

1
 even on a paved surface.

2
 

However, one may play such games on an indoor floor.    חורש  

 

Is it permissible to play “Monopoly” on Shabbos? 
According to many Poskim, one is permitted to play “Monopoly” on Shabbos. Children may 

certainly rely on this opinion. However, when the game is being put away, care must be taken not 

to sort the various types of game pieces and bills when returning them to the game box.   בורר  

 

Is it permissible to play “Scrabble” on Shabbos? 

No, it is not. Although placing the letters on the board is not considered Koseiv (writing) 

since the letters are not attached to a base, nonetheless since people normally write down the 

score, one may not play the game.
3
   

 
“NINE DAYS” RELATED: 

May one try on new or clean clothing for the “nine days” on Shabbos? 
One should only switch clothing for this purpose at a time when it is usual to change clothing, 

such as upon waking in the morning or after a nap.   הכנה   

 

                                                           
1  Chazal were concerned that playing on the ground will cause one to fill holes to enable a smoother playing surface, thereby 

transgressing the Melocha of Choresh. 
2 Since an outdoor area is not always paved, Chazal were concerned that one would not understand the distinction between a 

paved and an unpaved surface. 
3 One may not play a game if doing so normally involves writing.  
 

ותשו' שבט הלוי ח"ט, ובשלחן שלמה סימן של"ז סק"ד,  א. רמ"א סי' של"ח ס"ה.   ב. עי' שלחן שלמה סי' שי"ד הע' א'.   ד. עי' בסי' של"ח ס"ה ובמ"ב,

 שש''כ פט''ז סי''א.  ד. שש''כ פט''ז סעיף ה' וי''א  ה. עי' בשש"כ פט"ז הע' צ"א מהגרשז"א.   ו. ע' חיי אדם כלל לח סי' י"א.
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 מסעיפרשת 

 לע''נ הרב בנימין בן הרב אריה ליב זצ''ל גרינשפאן

 

Electricity 

 

May one send a fax to someone who lives in a place where it is currently Shabbos? 

Yes.1 

 

May one leave a message on an answering machine in a location where it is currently 

Shabbos? Does it make a difference if the message is heard out loud, or if it cannot be 

immediately heard? 

According to the “letter of the law”, it is permissible to do so. However, some Poskim write that 

it is a disgrace to the honor of Shabbos if the message is heard out loud on Shabbos. 

 

May one walk through, or past, automatic doors that are open for a non-Jew, if he 

could technically avoid this by taking a longer route? 

Yes, it is permitted to walk through, or walk past, together with the non-Jew. However, since 

walking in after the non-Jew will cause the doors to stay open longer, this should be avoided. 

 

May one remove pins from a Shabbos clock causing the electricity to stay on / off? May 

one insert pins into a Shabbos clock? 

Removing the pins does not cause any electric change. Rather, it prevents the clock from turning 

the electricity on or off, and this is permitted.  However, the pins are considered Muktzah and 

should be removed in an irregular fashion.  

 

Inserting pins to cause the light or appliance to turn on or off is prohibited. 

 

 

                                                           
ד. מנחת        א. שש"כ פל"א סעי' כ"ח מהגרשז"א.   ב. שו"ת קנין תורה י', י"ז.    ג. מאור השבת ח"ד סי' י"ד הע' ק"ל, עי' שש"כ פכ"ג סעי' ס"ב.    

 שלמה ח"א סי' י"ג. 
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 דבריםפרשת 

 

Muktzah Items 

 
Is a wallet Muktzah on Shabbos, whether there is money in it or not? 

Yes, a wallet is always Muktzah
 
. 

1
 כלי שמלאכתו לאיסור 

Is merchandise that was purchased, but not yet used, Muktzah on Shabbos? 

Unused merchandise (other than food) that the purchaser intends to return to the store is 

considered Muktzah, and should not be moved in a normal manner on Shabbos. 
ון כיסמוקצה מחמת חסר   

Is blank paper Muktzah on Shabbos? 

Yes; however, according to most Poskim it is permitted to move the paper if it is needed for 

a permissible action, or if the place that it occupies is needed (l’tzorech gufo umekomo). 

According to all authorities, blank notebooks and notepads are considered Muktzah   and may not 

be moved under any circumstances (even l’tzorech gufo umekomo).  מוקצה מחמת חסרון כיס  

May one use a phone book on Shabbos? 
A phone book may be handled to look up an address, as this is l’tzorech gufo. After its use, 

it should be replaced while it is still in one‟s hand.  כלי שמלאכתו לאיסור  

May one move a vacuum cleaner on Shabbos? 
According to some Poskim, a kli shemlachto l’issur (an item whose use is not permitted on 

Shabbos) that does not have any permissible use on Shabbos, may not be handled even l’tzorech 

gufo u’mekomo.  מוקצה מחמת גופו  

Is it permissible to move a keychain that includes a house key as well as a car key on 

the same ring? 

If it is anticipated that the house key will be needed on Shabbos, it is preferable to remove the car 

key from the ring before Shabbos. If this was not done, it is permissible to move the keychain by 

grasping the house key (non-Muktzah) or the ring itself, even though the car key (Muktzah) will 

undoubtedly be carried along with it.
2
  כלי שמלאכתו לאיסור  

Is a scale Muktzah? 

Yes.
3
 

 

                                                           
1 Kli Shemilachto l‟issur is permitted to be handled for its use or its place. However, if there was money or credit cards inside at 

the onset of Shabbos it becomes a בסיס (base) for the money and may not be handled even litzorech gufo  u‟mekomo. 
2 The Muktzah can be moved because of “tiltul min hatzad litzorech davar vamutar” which means indirect moving for the purpose 

of a non-Muktzah item. This leniency has a condition named “efsher biniur” meaning if there is an option to shake off the 
Muktzah item so that it will not have to be moved, then one may not use the leniency since it can be avoided.  The same applies 
to Erev Shabbos - since one can remove the key before Shabbos, he should do so to avoid this.  

3 Since it has no other purpose besides one that is forbidden on Shabbos, it is considered מחמת גופו מוקצה  according to some 
Poskim. 

 

ות כ"ג.   ד. א. רמ"א סי' ש"י ס"ז.   ב.  תשו' הגרשז"א בס' טלטולי שבת.   ג. מג"א סי' ש"ח סק"י, אג"מ או"ח ח"ד סי' ע"ב ד"ה ולכן וח"ה סי' כ"ב א

 שבות יצחק מוקצה פ"ב אות א'.   ה. סי' ש"ח ס"ק ל"ד.  ו. שש''כ פ''כ ספ''ו.  
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 ואתחנןפרשת 

 לע''נ הרב בנימין בן הרב אריה ליב זצ''ל גרינשפאן

 

Muktzah 

 

If one’s watch stopped working, or if the hands are moving but the watch is showing 

the wrong time, what may be done on Shabbos? 

It is forbidden to fix the watch or to move the hands to set the correct time.  תיקון מנא  
If the hands are moving properly but the watch is showing the wrong time, the watch is not 

Muktzah, since it can be used to tell time by taking into account the discrepancy in time.  

If the watch is not working at all, it is Muktzah.  

If the watch had been put on when it was still working but is no longer working, it may be 

moved to the nearest safe spot.  

If the watch is considered a piece of jewelry, then it does not become Muktzah even if it is not 

showing the correct time.  מוקצה מחמת גופו  
 

Is it permissible to open or close a drawer that contains both Muktzah and non-

Muktzah items? 

If the Muktzah items contained in the drawer are more important than the non-Muktzah items, 

then the drawer may not be opened or closed on Shabbos in the regular way. The drawer may be 

opened in an unusual fashion, such as with a hanger or fork, etc.  It is also permissible to open or 

close the drawer through Tiltul b’gufo, which means using a different part of the body other than 

your hands.
1
  

 

If the Muktzah items contained in the drawer are less important than the non-Muktzah items, then 

the drawer may be opened or closed on Shabbos in the regular way. [According to most Poskim, 

“chashivus” (importance) is dependent on the item‟s use on Shabbos, so that non-Muktzah items 

that have uses on Shabbos are generally considered to have more importance.]  בסיס לדבר האסור  
 

May one move a leichter (candelabra) if it is necessary to remove the tablecloth that is 

beneath it? 

A leichter may not be moved.  If it is anticipated that there will be a necessity to remove the 

tablecloth from beneath it, one may do so if the following steps are taken: 

Before Shabbos, the leichter should be placed onto a tray that is not specifically designated for 

this use. An additional item that has a use on Shabbos should be placed on the tray before 

Shabbos.  
The Tray with the leichter on it may then be moved on Shabbos for the purpose of removing the 

tablecloth.  בסיס לדבר האסור 
 

                                                           
1 This is the concept of Bosis - the item the Muktzah was left on becomes muktza. 
 

 א. סי' של"ח סעיף ט"ו, סי' ש"ח ס"ק י"ג.   ב. אג"מ או"ח ח"ה סי' כ"ב אות י"ז.
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 עקבפרשת 

 

Mekach Umemkar- Businesslike Transactions 
 

 

Is it permissible to give a present on Shabbos? 

It is forbidden to give a present on Shabbos.
1
 However, making use of the following 

methods is permissible:  
One may transfer the gift before Shabbos to a third individual by handing it to him.  This 

individual then serves as the agent for the recipient by acquiring (being koneh) the gift for him.  

If the transfer was not done before Shabbos, one may still give the present if the giver has in 

mind that he will not relinquish ownership of the gift until after Shabbos.  

Giving presents that will be used for a Mitzvah is permitted, as well as those that will be used for 

the needs of Shabbos. 

 

What expression may one use on Shabbos to borrow an item?  

One should say, “Please give me X, and I will return it.” One should not say, “I will repay 

you,” as this connotes a form of long-term borrowing that may lead to keeping an accounting of 

the transaction by writing the details. 

 

Is it permissible for a babysitter to earn money for services performed on Shabbos?  

       Shabbos earnings („S’char Shabbos‟) are prohibited.
2
   Therefore, one who performs 

babysitting services on Shabbos may not receive payment for those services.  However, payment 

may be received by utilizing one of the following two methods: 

A. The babysitter can perform additional babysitting services either before or after Shabbos.  

Payment will then be considered a combined compensation for both the hours worked on 

Shabbos and on a weekday.  

B. The babysitter may use her own supplies while providing childcare, such as formula, diapers, 

etc. The payment received can then be considered reimbursement for those supplies and not 

specifically for the babysitting itself.  

When utilizing either of the above methods, it must be clarified at the time of the hiring that the 

single payment is for a combination of either time or supplies, as this is not an automatic 

consideration. Alternatively, one may give money as a gift to a babysitter for their job if it is 

understood by both parties that the gift is not mandatory. 
 

                                                           
1 Chazal prohibited business transactions because they may lead one to write. The Chayei Adam adds that it may lead to 

Mechatech (measured cutting) as well. 
2 Chazal prohibited this to prevent the possibility of writing. 
 

ובמ"ב וביה"ל, א. עי' סי' ש"ו ס"ק ל"ג ושו"ת מהר"י אסאד או"ח סי' פ"ג ושו"ת מנחת חן ח"ב סי' ט"ז.   ב. סי' ש"ז סע' י"א ובמ"ב.   ג. סי' ש"ו ס"ד 

 שו"ת נו"ב או"ח מהדו"ת סי' כ"ו.
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 ראהפרשת 

אריה ליב זצ''ל גרינשפאןלע''נ הרב בנימין בן הרב   

 

Amira L’Akum – Asking a Non-Jew 
 

Is it permissible to ask a non-Jew to turn off a light? 

If one cannot sleep with the light on, one may hint to the non-Jew by saying that one cannot 

sleep in the light, but one should not request it. If that is not feasible, one may ask the non-Jew to 
close the light. This is only permitted if the person has no other comfortable place to sleep.

1  
 

Is it permissible to ask a non-Jew to turn the air conditioner off?  

If it is very cold, it is permissible to ask a non-Jew to turn the air conditioner off.
2
  

 

Is it permissible to ask a non-Jew to turn the heat on?  
In the case where it is cold and young children are present, it is permissible to ask the non-

Jew to turn it on. If it is very cold, one may ask the non-Jew to turn the heat on even for adults. 

 

What is permissible to do if a child turns the knob of the oven but did not ignite the 

fire, causing gas to escape? 

In general, the gas is controlled by electric ignition, and it is best to have a non-Jew turn it off.  If 

this is not feasible, it is permissible for a child to turn it off in a backhanded fashion (with a 

shinui). 

                                                           
1Even though one may not derive benefit from a Melocho done by a non-Jew for a Jew, this is not considered deriving benefit 

directly since the benefit is from the lack of light. However, if a room was dark and a non-Jew lit up the room for a Jew, one may 
not benefit from the light. 

2 This is based on the concept that everyone is considered „sick‟ in regard to cold. 
 
 

 ג. סי' רע"ו ס"ה.   -ב
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 שופטיםפרשת 

 

Erev Shabbos and Motzaei Shabbos 
 

Is it a mitzvah to cut one's fingernails on Erev Shabbos? 

Yes, it is a mitzvah to do so.  Although it is also a mitzvah to cut one‟s toenails L’kavod 

Shabbos, it is preferable not to cut one‟s fingernails and toenails on the same day; therefore, 

toenails should be cut on Thursday. In case of need, it is permissible to cut both on the same day.  

 

Additional notes pertaining to nail cutting: 

After cutting either finger or toe nails, one must wash one‟s hands.  

Many have the custom not to cut one‟s fingernails in order
1
, but rather to do so in the following 

sequence: 
2
 

Left hand: 1)„ring‟ finger 2) pointer 3)„pinky‟ finger 4)middle finger 5)thumb 

Right hand: 1)pointer 2)‟ring‟ finger 3)thumb 4)middle finger 5)‟pinky‟ finger 

 

May one mail letters on Erev Shabbos?  
Yes. However, Poskim do not permit using Express Mail except in the case of a loss. 

 

If one is traveling before Shabbos, what is the minimum amount of time one should 

arrive before Shabbos begins? 

One should make sure to reach his destination not less than one hour before Shabbos. 
 

Who is obligated in the Mitzvah of Melave Malka? 

 According to most Poskim, men and women are obligated in the Mitzvah of eating Melave 

Malka, as well as children older than Bar /Bas Mitzvah who are obligated in all Mitzvos.   Other 

Poskim disagree and say that women and girls are exempt.  

   

Is it necessary to eat bread for Melave Malka?      
 If it is too difficult to eat bread, one may fulfill the Mitzvah of Melave Malka by eating a 

pastry or some fruit. If even these foods are too difficult for him to eat, the obligation may be 

fulfilled by drinking coffee or tea.  

 

                                                           
1 This sequence is according to the Rema. The reason given is that it is קשה לשכחה to cut in order. 
2 It may be remembered by: left: 42531, right: 24135 (where 1 is the thumb). 
 

ש' א"א.   ה. סי'  א. סי' ר"ס סק"ו.   ב.  ערוה"ש סי' רמ"ז ס"ק י"ד ושו"ת אז נדברו פ"ג ט"ו.   ג. שו"ת אור לציון ח"ב פט"ז תשו' ז.   ד. עי' פמ"ג סי'

 ש' סק"א.
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 כי תצאפרשת 

 לע''נ הרב בנימין בן הרב אריה ליב זצ''ל גרינשפאן

 

Shabbos Preparation /Melocha 
 

Should one be careful not to leave Muktzah items such as raw beans, yeast, flour, raw 

fish, batteries, medicine, etc. in the door of a fridge or freezer?    

 It is praiseworthy to remove them before Shabbos. 

 

Should one be careful to remove Muktzah items from the door of a medicine chest? 

If the medicine chest is attached to the house, it is not necessary to remove the Muktzah 

items.  However, if the chest is not connected, then it is praiseworthy to remove them before 

Shabbos. In general, medicine that is forbidden to take on Shabbos is considered Muktzah. 

 

Should one be careful to open packages before Shabbos that will be needed on 

Shabbos?  
Since opening packages involves questions relating to a number of Melachos, it is preferable to 

anticipate which packages will be needed on Shabbos and to open them before Shabbos. 

 

Some are Machmir to temporarily detach and re-attach the tabs covering the adhesive portions of 

Band-Aids, as well as those on disposable diapers, that one plans on using on Shabbos, prior to 

Shabbos. קורע  
 

Must one be careful to check his pockets before Shabbos to assure that inadvertent 

carrying will not occur? 

One is required to check his pockets before Shabbos for any items he may come to carry by 

mistake, as well as for Muktzah items. Unless a person is stringent about refraining to place 

anything in his pockets on Shabbos, he is required to check them as well as before entering a 

R’shus HaRabim and remove anything that may be present. 
 

Is it permissible to keep any items in the pockets of clothing on Shabbos? 

It is praiseworthy not to keep any items in pockets on Shabbos. 

 

Should mixtures such as egg and tuna salad mixed with oil or mayonnaise be prepared 

before Shabbos? 

It is praiseworthy if one prepares these types of foods items, when mixed with oil or mayonnaise, 

before Shabbos.  If this was not done, it is permissible to prepare these salads on Shabbos using 

certain restrictions.
1
 

 

Do all foods that will be eaten on Shabbos need to be fully cooked before Shabbos? 

It is preferable that all foods be fully cooked, to avoid inadvertent transgression of cooking. 
 

                                                           
1 Even though generally one should not leave an open onion overnight because of Sakana, if it is in the salad, it is not a problem. 

 

עי אג''מ ח''א סי' קכ''ב  ד. סי' רנ"ב ס"ז ובמג"א ס"ק  .יט"א מפי הגרי"ש אלישיב זצ"ל.  גא. שש"כ פ"כ סעי' ע"ט מהגרשז"א.   ב. הגר"ש פלדר של

 כ"ו.   ה. מנחת שבת סי' פ"ד סק"ג ועי' מעשה רב סי' קפ"א.   ז. שש"כ פ"א סעיף ע"ב.
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 כי תבאפרשת 

 

Hadlakas Neiros– Candle Lighting 

 

May a woman daven Mincha after she lights Shabbos candles? 

No. However, in case of need, she may stipulate that she is not accepting Shabbos with her 

candle lighting, and she may then daven Mincha after lighting the candles. A man should not 

daven if he was verbally mekabel Shabbos. If possible, he should be „matir neder‟ on his 

Kabalas Shabbos, and then he may daven Mincha.
1
 

 

In a situation where the use of candles is not feasible (e.g. in a hospital), may a woman 

recite a brachah on electric lights when lighting Shabbos candles? 

Incandescent lights that are powered with batteries may be used with a brachah (e.g. artificial 

candles). Note that most flashlights in use today are LED and may not be used . According to 

many Poskim, if a woman does not have access to these lights, she may use hardwired 

incandescent lights (e.g. light fixtures); it is best that one consult one‟s Rav. 

 

If a woman forgot to light Shabbos candles, what is the halacha for subsequent weeks? 
According to most Poskim, the woman is subject to a penalty  קנס, even though she had 

lights on, and must add an extra candle every Shabbos for the rest of her life.
2
 

 

If a man forgot to light Shabbos candles, does he have to add an additional candle? 
No, a man does not have to add an additional candle. 

 

If a woman did not light candles one week due to circumstances beyond her control 

(e.g. she had to go to the hospital), does she have to add an additional candle? 
The penalty is a only a consequence in cases of negligence. In a situation that was beyond her 

control (such as the one cited) the woman does not have to add an additional candle.  
 

May a guest light with a brachah if she is lighting in the same room as the hostess?  

Yes. The guest may light with a brachah.
3
  

 

After one candle has already been lit for candle lighting, is it permissible to use its 

flame to melt the wax of the second candle so that it will be firmly attached to the 

candle holder? 

It is preferable to refrain from doing so, as this is considered a disgrace to the Mitzvah. 
Note: In fulfillment of the mitzvah to add light, one should preferably first turn off the electric light in the 

room, then turn it on for the mitzvah, and then light the candles.  
 

                                                           
1 Even though in general it is not permitted to be matir neder on Shabbos, for a mitzvah it is permitted. 
2This strict penalty was imposed as a constant reminder of the extreme importance of this Mitzvah. According to some Poskim, if 
there were lights that were on (e.g. electric lights), the woman is not required to add. However, most Poskim do not agree with 
this. 
3 Even after the hostess lit and the guest is merely just adding candles. 
  

ברמ''א  "ג ס"אא. סי' רס"ג ס"י ובמ"ב ס"ק מ"ג, ועי' בכף החיים ס"ק ל"ה.   ב. עי' שו"ת בית יצחק יו"ד סי' ק"כ.   ג. שבט הלוי ח"ה סי' ל"ג, סי' רס

 ' ל"ב. ה. סי' רס"ג סק"ז.   ו. רמ"א סי' רס"ג ס"ח.   ז. שש"כ פמ"ג הע' קמ"ז.ובמ"ב סק"ז.   ד. עי' קובץ מבית לוי חי"א עמ
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 נצביםפרשת 

 לע''נ הרב בנימין בן הרב אריה ליב זצ''ל גרינשפאן

 

Kiddush 
 

Someone drank wine/grape juice from a cup and left some over.  Is it permissible for 

someone else to use the remainder for Kiddush?  

The liquid remaining in a cup that has been drunk from is considered "פגום" (damaged). In order 

to re-qualify it for Kiddush, a small amount of wine or water should be added to the cup, and the 

entire cup poured back into the original bottle. 

 

Is it permissible to wait between Kiddush and commencing the Seudah? 

There should not be any significant delay between Kiddush and the Seudah. One should 

wash for Hamotzi as soon as possible and refrain from getting busy or distracted with other 

activities.  

 

Is it permissible to recite Kiddush using a disposable cup? 

According to some Poskim, it is permitted to make Kiddush using a disposable cup. 

However, Hagaon Rav Moshe Feinstein zt”l ruled that a disposable cup should not be used 

unless no other cup is available.                                            

 

May one pour wine into the becher a while before saying Kiddush? 
One should not fill the becher and leave the wine uncovered for a length of time (other than 

a short amount) because we do not make Kiddush on Yayin Migula (uncovered wine).
1
 

 

Note: The Halachah regarding questions 1, 3, and 4 apply to Havdalah as well. 

 

                                                           
נ''ב ס''ק ג'.א. עי' סי' קפ''ב סעי' ו'.   ב. עי' סי' רע''ג סעי' ג' ברמ''א וע"ש במ"ב.  ג. אגר''מ או''ח ח'' ג סי' ל''ט.   ד. עי' סי' ער''ב מש  
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 וילךפרשת 

 

Washing Hands 

 

When wiping one’s hands after washing (e.g. for Challah), must the towel be dry? 

The towel does not have to be perfectly dry; however, if it is wet to such a degree that 

 wiping one‟s hands on it will cause water to be squeezed out, it may not be used. מלבן/ סחיטה     
 

May one cover their negel vasser / netilas yadayim water with a towel?  

In general, one may not cover a bowl of water with a cloth, since the cloth night fall in and 

get wet, and one may come to squeeze it out. Towels may be used to cover the water, since 

people generally do not mind if they become wet; however, any other type of cloth that one 

would mind if it is wet, should not be used unless it was designated specifically as a cover for the 

water, in which case it may be used. 

Lechem Mishna and Challah 
 

Is it permissible to separate loaves of Challah that became attached during baking? 
Yes, it is permissible to separate them and they are still considered fit for Lechem Mishna.

1
 

 

Is there a minimum amount of Challah that should be eaten after the Brachah of 

Hamotzi is made? 

One should eat a K’zayis of Challah within four minutes. Note: a K’zayis of Challah is equal to 1 

fl. oz. by volume.  

 

Which of the two Challohs should one cut on Friday night? 

On Friday night, the bottom Challah should be cut. Some have a custom to raise the lower 

Challah and bring it closer to oneself, so that it should not appear that the top Challah is being 

passed over.  This is different than the way we cut on other occasions, including Shabbos day 

and at Seudas Shlishis, and all Yom Tov meals, when we cut the top Challah. 

 

 

                                                           
1 Women are Mechuyav as well in Lechem Mishna. 
 

 

ה. ברמ"א סימן רע''ד סעי' א' ובמ''ב ס"ק ה'. ד. ע' במשנה ברורה סימן קסז ס"ק ל''ה. '.סימן קסח סעיף ג. ג ב.  סי' ש''א ס''ק קע''ג.  
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 האזינופרשת 

 לע''נ הרב בנימין בן הרב אריה ליב זצ''ל גרינשפאן

 

Seudah Related Questions 
 

Is one permitted to put up a mechitza between men and women on Shabbos? 

Yes.  

 

May one shake a table that has oil candles on it? 

No. However minimal shaking is permitted. 

 

May one write on the water vapor of a soda bottle or window pane?  

No.  כותב  

 

May one drain the liquid from a salad with his spoon while eating? 

One eating salad may not drain the liquid accumulated in the salad by placing his spoon 

against the bowl, unless some liquid is left inside the spoon. For this reason, one should not use a 

slotted spoon since all the juice will be drained out.  This would also apply if one wishes to eat 

vegetables from soup without the soup liquid.   בורר  
 

May one use a toothpick on Shabbos? 

Yes, unless it will inevitably cause his gums to bleed. However, ripping a toothpick off a 

toothpick sheet is forbidden.    תיקון מנא /נטילת נשמה   
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 קיץ

 

Summer 
 

Is it permissible to hang anything (i.e. a jacket) on a tree? 

It is not permissible to hang anything, including a jacket, on a tree.  In addition, it is not 

permissible to remove anything caught in a tree, such as a ball. 

 

Is one permitted to use a hammock or swing that is directly connected to a tree? 

One is not permitted to use a hammock or swing that is directly connected to a tree.  

 

Is one permitted to drag a heavy picnic table or bench across a field? 

One may not drag a heavy picnic table or bench across a field. חורש  

 

What should someone be aware of when drinking or eating fruits / vegetables near 

grass? 

One must be careful not to deliberately pour liquid or throw seeds onto the grass. זורע  

 

Is it permissible to catch  salamanders, or frogs? 

It is Assur to catch frogs, salamanders, etc. They are muktzah as well.  
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 תוספות שבת

 לע''נ הרב בנימין בן הרב אריה ליב זצ''ל גרינשפאן

 

Tosefes Shabbos 
 

 What is the Mitzva of Tosefes Shabbos? 

It is a Mitzvah to increase the duration of Shabbos, both prior to its onset and after its 

conclusion.   

 

How much time should one add on when bringing in Shabbos? 

There are differing views among the Poskim as to how much time before Shkiya one should 

add. One should add at least five minutes and it is praiseworthy to add more.  

 

How is one mekabel Shabbos? 

A woman lighting candles is automatically Mekabel Shabbos with her candle lighting. 

Ideally, others should accept Shabbos upon themselves with an explicit verbal declaration.   

 

A person was verbally mekabel Shabbos before davening Mincha.  Is he still permitted 

to Daven Mincha? 

 One should not daven Mincha if he verbally was mekabel Shabbos. If possible, he should be 

„matir neder‟ on his Kabalas Shabbos, and then he may daven Mincha.
1
 

 

If one makes an early Shabbos, when should he daven Mincha? 

One davening Maariv before nightfall should preferably daven Mincha before plag 

hamincha, which is one and a quarter shaos zmanios
2
 before nightfall. 

 

The only Minyan in a camp / bungalow colony was Mekabel Shabbos. Is it permissible 

to still do Melacha? 

If there is no other Minyan within the T’chum that has not yet been Mekabel Shabbos, it is not 

permissible to do Melacha since one is included in the Kabalas Shabbos of the Tzibbur. 

 

If one makes an early Shabbos, must he eat a K’zayis of bread after nightfall? 

It is preferable to eat a K’zayis of bread after nightfall even if one makes early Shabbos. 

 
 

                                                           
1
Even though in general it is not permitted to be matir neder on Shabbos, for a mitzvah it is permitted. 

2 Days are divided into 12 Halachic hours („Shaos z‟manios‟), each “hour” being 1/12th of the daylight hours.  The number of 
minutes per Halachic “hour” fluctuates from less than 60 minutes during the winter months, to more than 60 minutes in the 
summer months.  The determination of Halachic “hours” has ramifications for ascertaining acceptable times for prayer, as well as 
other time-dependent Mitzvos. 

 

ו"צ' א סי"ח ח"מ או"אג; צ קבלה בפירוש"דא' א כלל ס"ז וחיי"שבות יצחק פי' ב ועי''ק כ''ב וס"א ס"רס' סי ד.  
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Erev Yom Tov on Shabbos 

 
 When Erev Yom Tov is Shabbos, when should Seudas Shlishis be eaten? 

It is preferable that the third meal be eaten before the end of the 9
th

 hour of the day 
1
. 

 

When Erev Yom Tov is Shabbos, when may one begin preparing for Yom Tov?  

One may not begin preparations for Yom Tov until it is after nightfall, and either 

“Vatodianu” is said in Maariv or “Boruch Hamavdil bein kodesh l’kodesh” is said. 

 

How may one prepare a candle for reciting “Borei Meorei Ha’aish” during Havdala? 

Some have the custom not to combine fires to make a torch when Motzai Shabbos falls out 

on Yom Tov.  

It is questionable if a candle may be lit merely for the purpose of having a torch for “Borei 

Meorei Ha’aish”. One should consult their Rav if it is necessary. 

When combining two flames for “Borei Meorei Ha’aish”, the wax and wicks should be kept 

separate, and only the flames should touch.   מכבה   
 

Is it permissible to melt some wax on the bottom of candles so they will fit tightly in 

their holders prior to candle lighting on the second day of Yom Tov? 

No.   ממרח 

  

                                                           
1
 Days are divided into 12 Halachic hours („Shaos z‟manios‟), each “hour” being 1/12th of the daylight hours.  The number of 

minutes per Halachic “hour” fluctuates from less than 60 minutes during the winter months, to more than 60 minutes in the 
summer months.  The determination of Halachic “hours” has ramifications for ascertaining acceptable times for prayer, as well 
as other time-dependent Mitzvos. 

 
ו''ד סק''תקי' א סי''מג' עיד.    יו''ט שני כהלכתו פ''א הע' ס''חג.   
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בן הרב אריה ליב זצ''ל גרינשפאן לע''נ הרב בנימין  

 

Yom Tov on Erev Shabbos 
 

When Erev Shabbos falls on Yom Tov, when should the food for Shabbos be prepared? 

The food should preferably be prepared early enough in the day so that it is somewhat edible before 

Shabbos. This level is referred to as מאכל בן דרוסאי, literally, partially cooked food that the person  

known as „Ben Drusai‟ would eat. The extent of preparedness is debated by Poskim, and is in the range of 

1/3 –1/2 of the normal cooking time. 

 

When should the food used for Eruv Tavshilin be prepared? 

It is preferable to prepare the food on Erev Yom Tov, and not earlier. 

 

Note: When Erev Shabbos falls on Yom Tov, one should be careful to check all pockets before Shabbos 

to ensure that they are empty, since typically one does not change their clothing between Yom Tov and 

Shabbos.  Watches (other than women‟s that are considered jewelry) should be removed as well.
1
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

                                                           
ז''ק ט''א ס''ש' ב ס''משנ,  ה עדשים''ד' ו' ז סעי''תקכ' ל סי"ביה.  ב'  ק ג''ז ס''תקכ' ב סי"משנ,  ד''י' ב סעי''כ פ''שש. א  
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Hadlakas Neiros Yom Tov 

 
 

By reciting the Bracha associated with candle lighting, a woman accepts upon herself the onset of 

Shabbos / Yom Tov.  However, there is a fundamental difference between Hadlakas Ner Shabbos and Yom 

Tov. 

From the moment the onset of Shabbos is accepted, it is prohibited to light a fire. Therefore, when 

performing Hadlakas Ner Shabbos the standard sequence of Mitzvah performance (i.e. reciting the 

Bracha before performing the Mitzvah) is reversed, and the Mitzvah (i.e. the candle lighting) is performed 

before the Bracha is recited, since the acceptance of Shabbos begins with the Bracha.  In contrast, on Yom 

Tov it is permissible to light a fire [from another fire].
1
  Therefore, according to many customs the Bracha 

is recited first, followed by the candle lighting. 
2
 

Similarly, on Shabbos it is customary for the woman to cover her eyes after lighting until the Bracha 

is recited so that she will not receive any benefit from the flames until the Bracha is completed. In 

contrast, this is not necessary on Yom Tov since the candles are lit after the Bracha has been recited. 

 

  

                                                           
1
 Lighting a new fire is prohibited because of molid, creating a new entity, which is similar to melacha. 

2
The opinion of the Magen Avraham (  .is to light on Yom Tov in the same order as Shabbos סימן רס''ג ס'ק י''ב)
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  לע''נ הרב בנימין בן הרב אריה ליב זצ''ל גרינשפאן 

 

בן הרב אריה ליב זצ''ל גרינשפאן לע''נ הרב בנימין  

 

Carrying on Yom Tov 
 

Is it permissible to carry an item one does not need for that day of Yom Tov?  

 No.  One may not carry an item on the first day of Yom Tov that will only be needed on the second 

day of Yom Tov. הוצאה 

 

Must one check a stroller’s basket for unnecessary items? 

Yes. Any item that is not necessary for that day must be removed from a stroller before 

wheeling it outside.    הוצאה 

 

May one carry home a Machzor from Shul so that it won’t get lost, even if it is not needed at 

home?  

A Machzor brought to Shul on Yom Tov may be carried home if it may get lost by remaining in Shul.
1
 

 הוצאה  

 

May one carry an item during “Bein HaShemashos” (twilight, the time between sunset and 

nightfall which signals the Halachic start of the second day) that will only be needed later that 

night or the following day (e.g., baby paraphernalia in the bottom compartment of a stroller)? 

One may not carry items which will only be needed later that night or the next day, during that time 

frame.  However, if the item is needed during “Bein HaShemashos” itself, there is room to be lenient in a 

place that is not a Reshus Harabim Mid’oraisa.
2
 A common example of this circumstance is the carrying 

of a Machzor for reciting Tashlich.   הוצאה  
  

                                                           
1 This is based on the concept that it is a necessity to permit one to bring it home in order for him to bring it in the first place.   התירו סופן(

 משום תחילתן(
2 Limited to an  איסור דרבנן where the carrying takes place in an area that is not a רשות הרבים דאורייתא. 

 

נט'שש''כ פ' כ''ח אות קד.     ג.  סי' תקי''ח משנ''ב ס''ק ו'  
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  לע''נ הרב בנימין בן הרב אריה ליב זצ''ל גרינשפאן 

 

 

Cooking on Yom Tov 
 

Is it permissible to raise the flame on a stovetop on Yom Tov? 

It is permissible to raise the flame, provided it is gas stovetop.   הבערה 

 

Is it permissible to lower the flame on a gas stovetop on Yom Tov? 

It is not permissible to lower the flame, even on a gas stovetop, unless: 

A lower flame is needed to prevent the food from burning while allowing the food to continue cooking 

and/or to remain warm. 

There is no lower flame to move the pot to.  מכבה  
 

Is it permissible to remove food from the freezer on the first day of Yom Tov if it is needed for 

the second night’s meal?  

Yes, it is permissible if the food is necessary for the night meal and removed early enough in the day that 

it would be defrosted and feasible to be eaten during the first day. If it is clearly not going to be eaten 

during the day such as a Challah that will finish defrosting shortly before nightfall, it is not permitted.  
 הכנה 

When cooking food on the first day of Yom Tov, may one cook more than necessary for that 

day? 

No. It is forbidden to do extra Melocha than necessary (such as frying an additional blintz), because in 

essence, you are doing an action that is not strictly for that day. 

However, during the course of cooking it is permitted to prepare a larger item than is necessary if it is 

included in the same action (such as placing a pot to warm up that contains more than is currently 

needed). This is because no additional action is being taken.    בישול 

 

Does the prohibition of Borer apply to food on Yom Tov? 

No. However, if the Borer can be done before Yom Tov, it should be done before Yom Tov.  

 

If there are two items in a mixture of food, and one is a larger quantity than the other, is there 

a specific way to separate them? 

Yes. On Yom Tov one should always remove the item of lesser quantity from the mixture, even if that‟s 

the P’soles, the item you do not want. Why? Because on Yom Tov we must do the action that is the least 

strenuous. Taking out the item that is less is less strenuous than taking out the item that is more.  If there 

are other factors that make one item over the other easier to remove, then the easier one should be 

removed.
1
 בורר  

 

When may one set the table for the nighttime seuda on the second day of Yom Tov? 

One may not prepare on the first day of Yom Tov for the next day. Therefore, the table should not be 

set until nightfall (the Halachic start of the next day). Similarly, one may not wash dishes or warm up 

food in preparation for the Seuda on the second night until nightfall.  הכנה 

  

                                                           
רמ''א סי' תרס''ז סעיף א' ומשנ''ב שם ס''ק ו'ו.    'ב' י סעי''תק' ע סי''שוה.    
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בן הרב אריה ליב זצ''ל גרינשפאן לע''נ הרב בנימין  

 

Hilchos Yom Tov Pertaining to the Sukkah  
 

Muktzah  

S’chach, Sukkah walls and decorations are Muktzah and may not be moved in a normal manner on Yom Tov. 

Therefore, one should not shake s’chach to remove rain nor move decorations that fell off unless done in an 

irregular fashion.  

Boneh 

One may not move s’chach that fell out of place even through the method of “Tiltul b’Gufo” (using a body part 

other than the hand).  

It is forbidden to replace a sukkah door that fell off.  

A shlock (plastic tarp) should not be unrolled above the s’chach if it will rest more than a  tefach (approximately 3-4 

inches) above the s’chach, unless it was already unrolled the length of a tefach before Yom Tov. A shlock that is built 

into the frame of the Sukkah, as well as a roof or awning attached to the house, are permitted to be opened and 

closed.
1
 

Zoreia  

It is not permissible to open a shlock to cover the sukkah if there is water on the shlock that will fall onto grass. 

However, it is permitted if the rainstorm just concluded, since the grass is already wet and the additional water will 

not help the grass grow. The same parameters are true for removing water from wet furniture.  

One may not wash one‟s hands if the water will wet the grass. So too, one may not use a sink that will drain onto the 

grass. 

One may not throw seeds on an earth floor. 

Sweeping an earthen floor is prohibited. Straw brooms whose bristles generally break while sweeping may not be 

used on any floor.
2
  

One should preferably not build a sukkah on a grassy area without placing a floor covering the grass; however, if 

one neglected to do so, it is permissible to pour liquid over a table and not be concerned that it will spill onto the 

grass. 

Makeh Bepatish  

According to many Poskim, one may not blow up an inflatable mattress on Yom Tov. 

Tzod / Shocheit  

According to many Poskim, one may not kill or trap any insect or put honey in a bee trap on Yom Tov. One 

may not spray insecticides either. A fly swatter may be used to chase insects if it doesn‟t hit them, but may only be 

moved for the purpose of using it. It is permissible to spray “OFF” on oneself to prevent mosquito bites. 

Hachanah 

Clearing tables and chairs on Shemini Atzeres in preparation of Simchas Torah night is permissible if it is done 

early enough that it is not obvious that it is being done for this purpose and if waiting to clear up at night will cause 

a delay in commencing the seudah. 

Hotza’ah  

If one‟s sukkah and house are not enclosed in an Eruv, one may carry to/from the sukkah on Yom Tov only 

items that are necessary for that day. 

Hadlokas Neiros  

At least two candles should be lit in the sukkah.  

                                                           
1 These are in the same category as a door, which may be opened/closed without restrictions. 
2 The Biur Halachah suggests that one should have a designated broom for just Shabbos and Yom Tov use to avoid Uvda Dichol. 

 

סי' תרל''ז משנ''ב סעיף  סי' שט''ו א' ברמ''א סי' תרכ''ו סעי' ג' ברמ''א  ב.  סי' ש''ח סעי' ט'  א. תרל''ח א' תרנ''ו ב'

 .ג' סעי' סי' של''ו. חוט שני רי''א ס''ק א'ג. . קטן א
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Hilchos Yom Tov Pertaining to the ד' מינים 

 

Tikun Mana  

One should not make Lulav rings on Yom Tov.  

Hotza’ah  

As part of the restriction of carrying only items necessary for that day, if one ate the Yom 

Tov meal at someone else‟s home and it is safe for his Lulav to remain there, he is not permitted 

to carry the Lulav back to his own home since it will only be needed in Shul on the following 

day.   

 Melabein 

One may not pour water onto a cloth on Yom Tov.  

It is prohibited as well to squeeze cloths/paper towels that are already wet. סחיטה   

Tircha  

One may not fill up a vase with water for the Lulav or any of the four species (ד' מינים  ). 

Rather, if one wishes to keep his species in water, he must prepare a vase of water before Yom 

Tov. Preferably, one should put the species into the prepared vase with water before Yom Tov. 

It is also prohibited to wet paper towels for the four species.  טירחא 

Muktzah 

A Lulav and Aravos are Muktzah on Shabbos and may not be moved in a regular manner. A 

Lulav and Aravos that are  are Muktzah and may not be moved in a ,(disqualified from use)   פסול

regular manner on Yom Tov.
1
 

  

                                                           
ב' סע' תרנ''חה. סי   
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בן הרב אריה ליב זצ''ל גרינשפאן לע''נ הרב בנימין  

 

Pesach - Preparation for the Seder 
 

Maror leaves 

It is permissible to rinse the leaves on Yom Tov to remove bugs, but one may not place the leaves 

into a bucket of water in order for the dirt to rise to the top.   עובדין דחול 

Rinsing may be done only with plain water, without the addition of soap or salt, as these may kill the 

bugs, which is forbidden.    נטילת נשמה 

On Shabbos, bugs should not even be rinsed off with water; rather, they should be taken off together with 

a piece of lettuce.  בורר 

On Yom Tov as well, when removing a bug by hand one should remove the bug with a piece of lettuce to 

avoid Muktzah.   מוקצה 

[Note: In general, rinsing fruit/vegetables that are not especially dirty in order to remove dirt is always 

permitted prior to eating.] 

Grating Maror and Charoses 

It is possible to grate the Maror before Yom Tov while retaining its taste and bitterness.  If, however, 

one chooses to grate the Maror on Yom Tov immediately prior to the Seder, it must be done using a shinui 

(deviation), such as turning the grater upside down or grating directly onto a table and not a plate.     טוחן 

Similarly, grating ingredients for Charoses should be done before Yom Tov. If this was not done, the 

ingredients may be grated using a shinui.  

On Shabbos, the Maror and Charoses may be cut shortly before eating and cut into larger pieces than 

usual. 

Preparing Charoses involves the Melocho of Losh (kneading). When Yom Tov falls out on Shabbos, it 

must be prepared before Shabbos. If it was not prepared before Shabbos, and instead it is being prepared 

on Yom Tov, it should be made as a loose mixture and by using a shinui, such as inverting the order of 

ingredients and mixing with crisscross strokes.
 לש  1

Matzah 

Is it permissible to measure out the shiurim for Matzoh (and Maror) on Shabbos or Yom Tov? 

Yes, but it is preferable to do it before Yom Tov. According to many Poskim, weighing - even for Mitzvah 

– is forbidden on Shabbos and Yom Tov.  מדידה 

Is it permissible to select Matzohs that are whole (Shalem) from among many Matzohs on 

Shabbos? 

According to many Poskim, it is only permitted to take the “good” from the “bad”, which in this case is 

the whole one from among the broken ones.  Additionally, this should be done immediately prior to the 

Seudah.
 בורר  2

May one take a nap on the first day of Yom Tov so that he will be rested for the Seder? 

Yes, but he should not specifically state that the nap is for that reason.    הכנה 

                                                           
1 Other deviations in mixing include: mixing with one’s bare hand or by shaking the bowl. 
2 The reason is that since a whole Matzah has a different status than a broken one in that it may be used for Lechem Mishna, broken Matzohs 

and whole Matzohs are considered to be two completely different types (מינים).  Therefore, when they are combined, they are considered a 

“mixture” to which the rules of separating -  בורר - apply.     
  

משנ''ב סי' תק''ד ס''ק י''ט,  משנ''ב סי' תע''ג . ב. א.  חיי אדם כלל פ''ב ה''ד, שש״כ פ"ג סעיף מ׳,  שש''כ ג' הערה קי''ג

פכ''ח סצ''ז ד. שש''כ פ''ג סעי' ל' מהגרשז''א ג. שש''כ  ק מ''טס''  
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Brief Description of the 39 Melachos Prohibited on Shabbos 

The description of each Melocha includes that which is assur Medeoraisa (Av and Toldah). It 
also includes actions that are lacking one of the conditions necessary to render the action 
assur Medeoraisa, and are therefore assur Mederabanan. Additional Gezeiros are mentioned 
separately after each Melocha. Examples of pertinent questions discussed in the booklet are 
mentioned after each prohibition. 

The following was not reviewed by Rav Felder 

 Plowing – חורש

Definition of Melacha: Preparing and improving the ground for the purpose of seeding or 
planting 

Gezeiros:  1. It is assur Mederabanan to do many outdoor activities that may lead one to 
smooth the ground and transgress the Melocha of choresh (indoors, the equivalent Melocha 
would be boneh). These include: Sweeping, rolling a ball, or playing games such as marbles in 
an area that is generally not paved. 

2. Washing any floor is also Assur. 

 
Questions: Washing floor (1,1)  Sweeping (1,3)  Rolling a ball (31,8)  playing with marbles 
or kugelach (64,4)  Dragging a picnic table (54,3) 

 Sowing – זורע

Definition of Melacha: Planting or promoting the growth of a plant, for example planting a 
seed in the ground or watering the ground 

Questions: Washing hands near grassy area (61,3)  Dropping seeds on earthen floor (61,3)  
Opening a wet Shlok (61,3)  Pouring water off wet furniture (61,3) 

Gezeiros: The poskim recommend that one should not drink in a garden since the drink may 
spill and thereby water the grass. 

Questions: Building a Sukkah on grassy area (61,3) 

 Harvesting –   קוצר

Definition of Melocha: Detaching a plant or any form of vegetation from its source of 
growth; includes also parts of a plant/vegetation such as a leaf or branch 

Gezeiros: 1. In order to prevent one from cutting something from a tree, Chazal prohibited 
using a tree, or anything attached to a tree, in any way. Examples: 
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 placing an item on a tree 

 removing an item that was left on a tree even before Shabbos (e.g. a coat 
or jacket laid over a branch) 

 using a baby swing hanging on a branch 

 using a hammock attached to a tree 
 

2.  Chazal forbade smelling a fruit growing on a tree since one may come to pick 
the fruit off the tree, as well as eating fruits that have fallen from a tree, for the 
same reason.  

3. Chazal prohibited using/riding upon animals since one may come to break off a 
branch while riding.   

4. Chazal Prohibited  removing a honeycomb from a beehive since the hive has 
the appearance of being attached to the tree. 

Questions:  Leaning on a tree (27,2)  Hanging something on a tree (54,1)  hammock (54,2)  
Remove a ball stuck in a bush (31,9) 

  Gathering – מעמר

Gathering items that grow in the ground in the place where they grew, or attaching grown 
produce anywhere 

 Threshing – דש

Definition of Melocha: Separating any earth-grown item from its natural casing, or 
extracting liquid 

Questions: Cleaning a sticky counter with a wet or damp towel (3,4)  Using a toilet brush 
(7,5)   Using a napkin or towel to dry a bottle with a thin neck or a shot glass (5,3)  Using a 
wet toothbrush (37,6)    Drying hair that is wet (39,1)  Patting hair dry (39,1)  Using baby 
wipes (32,6)   Squeezing a lemon into tea or sugar (14,3)  Leaving a sponge in the sink (5,2) 

Gezeiros: 1. Chazal prohibited drinking juice that came out of certain fruits on Shabbos 
since one may come to squeeze them. 

 2. It is customary not to shower one’s entire body (except when necessary to 
perform a mitzvah) even in cold water, since one may come to squeeze water 
from one’s hair. 

  Winnowing – זורה

Definition of Melacha: Separating undesired matter from that which is desired using wind 
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 Sorting – בורר

Definition of Melacha: Selecting from a mixture 

Questions: Removing a good spoon that fell into the garbage (6,3)  stacking plates according 
to size (5,4)  sorting a mixture of dishes or cutlery (5,6)  peeling eggs and onions (9,2)  

removing a shell fragment (9,8)  rinsing fruits and vegetables (11,3)  Peeling fresh fruits and 
vegetables (11,1) removing the end pieces of a food item (8,5)  pouring out the water from 

a pot of boiled eggs (9,8)  draining the liquid from a salad using one’s spoon (75,5)  using 

tea essence with tea bags inside (14,1)  removing clothing from the top of a mixture to have 
access to a garment on the bottom (4,5)  placing clothing in their proper location after 

folding them (4,4)  selecting a specific Sefer from a pile of Seforim (41,6)   arranging 
Tehillim Mechulak in its proper order after it was used (41,7)  Sorting items of a game (42,5) 
Sorting on Yom Tov (60,5) (60,6) 

  Grinding – טוחן

Definition of Melacha: Cutting/chopping/crushing an item into small pieces; mashing 

Questions: Mashing tuna (9,3)  mashing eggs (9,3)  cutting onions (9,4)  cutting vegetables 
for salad (11,4)  mashing avocado (11,4)  mashing a banana (32,4)  grinding maror (60,2)  
grinding ingredients for charoses (60,2)  scraping dried mud (21,2) 

דחול עובדין  - Chazal prohibited using a utensil that is designated for grinding, even for items 
exempt from the prohibition of grinding.  

Examples:  egg grater, masher, and slicer (9,3)  

Gezeira: Chazal prohibited taking medication and performing other actions that promote 
healing to prevent the possibility of grinding while preparing the medicine. 

Questions: Applying dry skin care on one’s hands or lips even where there is no question of 
smearing such as liquid skin care (34,1)  taking Tylenol or Aspirin (33,1)  taking a sleeping 

pill (33,2)  taking vitamins (33,3)  Tums (33,4)  crushing a pill (33,5)  nasal congestion spray 
(33,6)  placing baby powder in shoes to absorb perspiration (34,7) Melting candles into 
Leichter on Yom Tov. (56,4) 

 Sifting – מרקד

  Kneading – לש

Combining small particles through the use of a liquid, either by pouring liquid into the solid 
or mixing the solid and liquid  
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Questions: Preparing egg and tuna salad before Shabbos (9,1)  adding oil to egg salad (9,5)   
Adding mayonnaise to eggs (9,6) Adding mayonnaise to tuna  Preparing charoses (60,2) 

אופה/ מבשל  – Cooking /Baking -  

Definition of Melacha: Cooking or changing the texture of an item through heat 

Questions: Serving hot cake or fruit crumble together with ice cream (10,1)  Placing non-
cooked foods on the same plate as hot cholent or hot kugel (15,1)  eating hot cholent, kugel, 
or schnitzel with ketchup or mustard (15,2)  adding salt to hot soup or cholent (15,3)  

adding spices to hot soup or cholent (15,3)  dipping challah into hot soup (15,4)  adding 
croutons or “mandalin” (soup nuts) to hot soup (15,5)  warming Challah with frost on it 
(13,1)  Preparing coffee and tea (14,1)  dipping cookies into tea (14,4)  fully cooking food 

before Shabbos (12,3)  placing a cover on a pot that’s not fully cooked (12,2)  adding water 
to a pot that’s not fully cooked (12,3) mixing a pot that’s not fully cooked (12,3)  taking 
food out of a pot that’s not fully cooked (12,3)  shutting the hot water faucet if it was 
accidentally turned on (7,7)  using a one handle sink (7,6)  placing wet clothing on a radiator 
to dry (29,3)  placing wet towel near a hot stove (12,1)  cooking extra on Yom Tov (60,4)  
cooking for Shabbos on Yom Tov (61,1)   

 
1. Gezeiras Hefsher – An item that is forbidden to cook may not be left in an area 

where the temperature may reach 110 degrees (Yad Soledes), even if one plans to remove  it 
before that temperature is reached, as Chazal were concerned that one may forget to remove 
it. 

2. Shehiya- Chazal forbade leaving uncooked items on a fire from before Shabbos 
since one may come to mix the coals (raise the fire) to speed up the cooking process, thereby 
transgressing the prohibitions of bishul and hatmana.  

3. Chazara - Chazal prohibited placing an item on an area used for cooking even to 
merely warm up the item on Shabbos, since it appears as if  one is cooking. Additionally, one 
may come to mix the coals (thereby raising the fire; havarah) to speed up the warming 
process. 

Questions: Proper method of warming up food on a hot plate (13,1)  if food was placed 
directly on a blech above the fire (13,2) 

4. Hatmana- Insulating is forbidden because one may come to insulate with coals, 
thereby transgressing bishul and havarah. Insulating in a way that increases heat (bedavar 
hamosif hevel) is forbidden to do even on Erev Shabbos. However, insulating in a manner 
that merely retains heat (bedavar sheain mosif hevel) is prohibited only on Shabbos itself.  

Questions: pouring hot water or soup into a thermos (13,3)  leaving kugel in the crockpot 
wrapped in aluminum foil (13,4) 
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5. Hagasa - Chazal forbade mixing even fully cooked foods on the fire, since this has 
the appearance of cooking, as mixing hot uncooked foods is a form of cooking. 

Questions: Mixing a pot above a flame (12,3)  Removing food from a pot above a flame 
(12,3)  

6. Showering - Chazal forbade showering on Shabbos with hot water since one may 
come to heat up water. 

  Shearing – גוזז

Definition of Melacha: Detaching something that is naturally attached to a living being 

Questions: Cutting off a hangnail (37,3)  cutting off excessive skin (37,4) Brushing and 
combing hair (31,1) Removing nits or lice (38,3) 

 

דחול עובדין  - Chazal prohibited using a brush that is not soft-bristled and designated for 
Shabbos, since brushing with a regular brush will usually cause one to transgress the Melocha 
of gozeiz. 

Questions: Using a designated brush for brushing hair (38,1)  

  Laundering – מלבן

Definition of Melacha: Cleaning fabric or doing any step of the laundering process which 
includes wetting, scrubbing and squeezing out water.  

Questions:  Dusting off clothing (18,6)  scraping off mud from clothing (21,3)  scraping off 
mud from a shoe (21,2)(21,3)  sweeping carpet (1,1)  wiping dust off of a book (41,5)  
leaving a sponge in the sink over Shabbos (5,2)  using contact lens cleaning solution (22,2)  
saturating socks from puddles (28,3)   washing dishes with plastic gloves (3,5)  rubbing water 

on plastic, such as a table cloth (3,5)  cleaning a sticky counter with a wet or damp towel 
(3,4)  shaking off a coat or hat from rain or snow (28,1)  squeezing saturated socks (28,4)  
tying wet shoelaces (28,6)  placing wet towel near a hot stove (12,1)  placing wet clothing on 
a radiator to dry (29,3)  must the towel be dry when wiping one’s hands after washing (52,1) 

 
Gezeiros:  

1. Chazal prohibited getting clothing wet even in a way that is not considered laundering, as 
well as moving wet garments. One should not wear a wet garment lechatchila. The reason for 
the above is because these actions can bring one to squeeze out one’s clothing.  

2. Poskim forbade using wet cloth even if it was squeezed out before Shabbos to the degree 
that one will not transgress the prohibition of squeezing, since one may not squeeze it out 
enough. 
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3. In general, one must refrain from getting clothing dirty on Shabbos since one may come to 
clean it. One should be careful to avoid situations that may cause clothing to become dirty, 
such as holding a baby who is not diapered, or leaving clothing in a place where they can fall 
into dust. 

 
Questions: Moving saturated clothing (28,5)  covering negel vasser or netilas yadayim water 
with a towel (52,2)  stepping into puddles (28,3)  walking with saturated socks (28,4)  
saturating a towel when cleaning up a spill (3,1)  using a towel to wipe mud off the floor (3,3)  

Mar’is Ayin. One is not permitted to hang up wet clothing to dry because of mar’is ayin (i.e. 
it appears that the clothing was laundered on Shabbos and is now hanging to dry.)  

Hanging up wet clothing (20,3)  hanging up a wet coat to dry (20,3) 

  Combing Fibers -מנפץ

 Dyeing, coloring – צובע

Questions:  using toilet cleanser that will color the water (7,2)  wearing glasses that become 

tinted in the sunlight (22,6)  wiping a colored liquid that spilled (3,2)  pouring colored 
ingredients into hot water (14,2) 

  Spinning - טווה

 Setting the loom - מיסך

עושה שני בתי נירין  - Setting the weave  

  Weaving - האורג

 Unraveling or removing threads  - פוצע

Questions: Braiding and unbraiding a wig (39,2) 
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  Tying a Knot- קושר

  Untying a Knot – מתיר

Questions: Knotting a necktie (19,1)  tying shoelaces (21,7)  tying a snood with a double 

knot (18,5)  making a knot on a package if it will remain for more than 24 hours, or opening 
a knot on a package that has been there for more than 24 hours (17,5)  tightening Tzitzis 
(19,4)  tying a garbage bag (6,4) 

  Sewing – תופר

Definition of Melacha: Sewing or connecting two items  

  Tearing – קורע

Definition of Melacha: Tearing or separating two items 

Questions on Sewing or Tearing: opening the tabs covering the adhesive portions of 

disposable diapers or band-aids (35,1)  fastening a Band-Aid (35,2)  using more than one 
Band-Aid to stop a flow of blood (35,3)  ripping open the Band-aid wrapper (35,1)  
reattaching a book’s binding tape if it has begun to peel off (41,3)  lifting or replacing the 
pages of a picture album with adhesive pages (40,6)  taping shut the sticky tabs of a diaper 

when disposing the diaper (32,5)  opening packages before Shabbos (16,1)  Peeling off a 
sticker or removing the plastic piece used to connect a new pair of socks (23,1)  ripping open 
threads of the stitching around a pocket of a new garment (23,2)  tearing off tags (23,3)  

using a safety pin on Shabbos to pin up a hem or tighten the neckline of a shell (23,4)  
pulling a thread to tighten a stitch or button on Shabbos (18,3)  unfastening a garment 
attached to a hanger with safety pins (18,1) opening common packages (16,1) 

צד  – Trapping  

Definition of Melacha: Confining an animal  

Questions: putting down a mousetrap (2,3)  catching bees (61,5)  adding honey to bee trap 
(61,5) Catching frogs and salamanders (54,5) 

  Slaughtering – שוחט

Definition of Melacha: Killing or taking blood from a living being 
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Questions: Placing poison around the house (2,4)  using a toothpick (53,6)  allowing blood 
to come out if one has a nose bleed (34,3)  causing blood to come out (34,3)  removing a 
splinter (34,5)  slitting the skin to facilitate removing a splinter (34,6) 

 Skinning - מפשיט

  Scratching משרטט

  Tanning – מעבד

Definition of Melacha: Working and softening leather 

Gezeira:  

1. Salting foods which are commonly salted for preserving is prohibited to avoid the 
prohibition of Me’abeid (rash”i). According to the rambam salting falls under the Rabbinic 
prohibition of pickling – “Koveish Kvashim”, which itself is a Gezeira since it’s similar to 
cooking.  

2. Preparing salt water is included in this prohibition. 

3. Salting meat for kashering is also included in this prohibition. 

Questions: Adding salt to egg salad (9,7) adding salt when preparing a vegetable salad (11,4) 

  Smoothing – ממחק

Definition of Melacha: Smoothing and smearing 

Questions: Using dry skin care (34,1)  toothpaste (37,5)  

Gezeira: Chazal forbade placing cream even without smearing, since one may come to smear. 

Question: Placing cream on dry skin without smearing (34,1) 

  Cutting – מחתך

Definition of Melacha: Cutting to a specific size 

Questions: separating one stick of string cheese from the rest (17,4)  

כותב  – Writing  

Definition of Melacha: Forming letters or a figure on a surface 
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 Erasing – מוחק

Definition of Melacha: Erasing or Removing letters or a figure from a surface 

Questions on Writing or Erasing:  turning the pages of a book that has words stamped on 
the edges of its pages (41,1)  recreating a page that has ripped into multiple pieces, by 

placing the pieces together or conversely  to separate the pieces (41,2)  separating pages of 
a book are stuck together (due to wetness or food residue) (41,4)  wiping off pen, marker, 
crayon marks, makeup that a child scribbled on himself or on a wall (30,3)  playing with 

magnetic letters on a fridge (31,1)   putting together or taking apart a puzzle (31,3)  writing 
on the water vapor of a soda bottle, window pane (53,4)  ripping a package between letters 
of a word (17,3)  forming a flower or letter from whip topping (10,3)  slicing a cake 
decorated with letters or figures (10,4) 

Gezeiros:  

 בשבת מהם נקח לא למכור השבת ביום שבר וכל המקחות את המביאים הארץ ועמי

 )ב''ל ,'י נחמיה' )וגו קודש וביום

1. Chazal prohibited business transactions because they may lead one to write. The 
Chayei Adam says it may lead to Mechatech (measured cutting).  

2. Business transactions include switching ownership or relinquishing ownership and 
certain forms of lending.  

3. Earning money on Shabbos is also forbidden unless certain conditions are met.  

4. It is also forbidden to involve oneself in activity that usually involves writing. 

 
Questions: playing dreidel, (42,1)  playing Scrabble (42,6)  borrowing (46,2)  babysitting for 
payment (46,3)  giving a gift (46,1)  

Gezeiros, continued: 

1. Chazal forbade reading שטרי הדיוטות, informal documents, on Shabbos since it may 
bring to erasing (Rambam), as well as it being a prohibition included in “v’daber davar” 
(R’osh). This general category includes: billboards, street signs that describe the historical 
significance of a location, and letters.  

2. Chazal prohibited reading guest lists and menus as well since one may come to read 
shtarei hedyotos, as well as since one may erase something from the list. 

 
Questions: Reading the nutrition facts or list of ingredients on a food package (8,1)  reading 
a report card (40,1)  reading from a menu (40,2)  reading a catalog (40,3)  

Gezeiros, continued: 
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1. Medidah- Measuring- This is forbidden, since this is common to business related 
activities which typically involve writing (Rambam). However, the Mishna Brura explains that 
measuring is prohibited because of Uvdin d’Chol.  

2. Chazal prohibited weighing as well for the above reasoning. 

 
Questions:  using a measuring cup (8,2)  measuring boundaries for a game using the tiles on 

the floor (31,7)  measuring with one’s feet (31,7)  using a sand timer (31,7)  measuring time 
with a clock (31,7)  taking a sick person’s temperature (33,7)  measuring baby formula in an 
exact manner (32,3) 

  Building – בונה

Definition of Melacha: Affixing anything to a building 

  Destroying – סותר

Definition of Melacha: Demolishing or taking apart from a building 

 

Questions on building and destroying: removing cover of the water tank on the back of a 

toilet (7,3) using a plunger (7,4) replacing or tightening a knob that fell off a door (2,1) 
replacing or tightening a handle that fell off a drawer (2,1) replacing a window handle that 
cranks open the window (2,2) attaching a rubber hook to the wall (2,6) removing a rubber 
hook from the wall (2,6) removing a picture from wall (2,7) replacing the floor drain cover 
that fell off (2,8) braiding hair or a wig (39,2) using hair spray or hair gel (39,3) breaking 
ice(29,2) cracking off icicles form a house(29,2) forming snow balls (29,4) forming a 
snowman (29,4) Lego (42,2) Magna-Tiles (42,3) replacing a sliding door to a Sukkah (61,2) 
fixing Schach blown by the wind (61,2) attaching and detaching Sukka decorations (61,2) 

Gezeiros:  Chazal prohibited using an outdoor roof ladder since it appears that one is using it 
to fix a roof. 

  Extinguishing – מכבה

  Kindling – מבעיר

Questions on kindling and extinguishing: shaking a table with oil candles on it (53,3) going 
through an automatic door opened for a non-Jew (43,3) removing/adding pins to a Shabbos 
clock (43,4) raising or lowering a flame onYom Tov (60,1)(60,2)  ‘Meorei Haeish” on 
Motzaei Shabbos that falls out on Yom Tov (56,3) 
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Gezeiros:  

1. Chazal prohibited reading by the light of a candle since he one come to adjust the 
flame.  

2. It is also prohibited to perform other activities by the light of a fire, if they require 
light. 

  Applying the finishing touch – מכה בפטיש

Definition of Melacha: Completing an item 

Questions: replacing an eyeglass screw (22,4)  removing a toothpick from a sheet (53,6) a 
watch that stopped working (45,1) stringing beads to create a permanent necklace (31,2) 

inflating a balloon (31,5) inflating a mattress (61,4) re-shaping disposable items that have 
been crushed (6,1) replacing a garbage lid that detached (6,2) opening sealed packaging 
(16,1) opening soda bottles (16,3) puncturing a hole in a box drink (16,4) opening packages 

before Shabbos (16,1) opening Freeze-pops or ices that are meant to be cracked in half (16,2) 
disposing of ices wrapper (16,5) fixing a broken zipper (18,4) putting shoe laces for the first 
time into a shoe (21,8) making lulav rings (62,1) 

Gezeiros:  

1. Chazal prohibited folding clothing along its creases on Shabbos because this has the 
appearance of מכה בפטיש. 

2. Chazal forbade moving items that broke off an object that can be repaired since 
one may come to repair the item.  

3. Chazal prohibited immersing utensils bought from a non-Jew, thereby making them 
permissible for use, since this is similar to Makeh b’Patish.  

4. Chazal prohibited separating Challah from dough as well as the taking of Terumah 
or Ma’aser.  Additionally, these separations are similar to being makdish, which is a 
transaction that is not permitted on Shabbos.  

5. Hashma’as Kol – Noisemaking. This is forbidden because the instruments may 
require repair or tuning, which would potentially violate Makeh b’Patish. Chazal also decreed 
that certain actions which could lead to the playing of musical instruments should be 
restricted, and drumming on the table would fall into this category. Clapping to enhance 
singing is similarly restricted. Chazal forbade the use of a utensil designated to make noise 
even in a non-rhythmic manner. 

6. Chazal forbade swimming because one may come to make a raft. 
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Questions: folding clothing (4,3) drumming on the table during Zemiros (53,2) clapping 
(53,2) shaking a rattle (32,1) using a door knocker (27,6) handling parts of broken glasses 
(22,4) 

  Carrying – הוצאה

Definition of Melacha: Carrying from a public to a private domain, or vice versa, or carrying 
4 amos within a public domain  

Questions: wearing sunglasses (22,5) wearing contact lenses outside (22,1) wearing reading 
glasses outside (22,3) wearing rain bonnet outside, if it is not presently raining or snowing 
(20,1) wearing a plastic rain covering made for a hat (20,2) covering a hat with a plastic bag 
(20,2) wearing plastic bags on feet in addition to boots (29,1) walking outside with gloves 

attached to sleeves with clips (30,1) walking outside with gloves attached to each other by a 
string (30,1) wearing a bobby pin (19,2) wearing a clip to hold a yarmulke (19,2) wearing a 
jacket over shoulders (19,3) walking outside with Tzitzis that are defective (19,5) wearing 
cufflinks outside if they are not actually closing the cuffs (19,7) wearing gloves or earmuffs 
outside (24,1) Wearing a belted coat or robe outside (24,2) wearing a garment with a ripped 
belt loop (24,3) wearing a shirt that has spare buttons (24,4) wearing a garment that has a 

button attached too loosely to be effective for fastening (24,5) walking outside with a pebble 
in one’s shoe (25,1) woman wearing a watch (25,2) man wearing a watch (25,2) wearing a 
necklace concealed under clothing (25,3) wearing an Ace bandage or cast (34,4) wearing a 

protective plastic over cast (34,4) carrying tags on clothing (23,3) wearing a reflector (27,4) 
going outside with shoelaces that are untied (21,6) walking outside with tissues in one’s 
shoes (21,5) walking outside with insoles (21,4) wearing an apron outside (8,4) proper 
procedure if a person is walking in an area not enclosed in an Eruv and realizes that he is 
carrying something and continued walking with no pause /if one stopped walking (26,1) child 
refuses to continue walking (26,2) unnecessary items in stroller on Yom Tov (56,2) bringing 
a machzor home from shul (56,3) bringing a lulav home from a friend’s home (62,2) 

Gezeiros:  

1. Chazal forbade wearing certain items outside if there is a possibility that one may 
remove them without realizing that the prohibition of carrying is being transgressed.  

2. Chazal decreed that one must check one’s pockets before Shabbos and on Shabbos 
before going outside.  

3. Chazal forbade going outside wearing items that may slip off.  

4. Chazal prohibited performing certain actions over the border of a domain since one 
may unintentionally carry over the border. 
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Questions: wearing gloves (24,1) checking pockets before entering a R’shus HaRabim (49,4) 
keeping any items in pockets of clothing on Shabbos (49,5) 

 

Eruv chatzeiros - Chazal forbade one from carrying from one private domain to another 
without making an eruv. 

מוקצה - Muktzah 

Categories of Muktzah: 

Muktzah Machmas gufo - an item that does not have any function.  

Muktzah machmas chisaron kis - Any item that is easily ruined, to the extent that one would 
refrain from handling it for any reason other than its designated use.  

Kli shemilachto lissur - utensil that is muktzah, because its primary function is one that is 
prohibited on Shabbos. It is muttar to be moved if you need to use it for a permissible use or 
to use its place, this includes when its place is disturbed by its function. 

 

Basis - the concept of Basis is that an item serving as a base for a muktzah item becomes 
muktzah itself, unless its function was serving equally as a base for a permitted item. 

Bitul kli meiheichano – one is not permitted to place a muktzah item in a utensil, thereby 
making the utensil forbidden to handle. 

Migu diskatzai - an item that was muktzah in the beginning of Shabbos remains muktzah for 
the duration of Shabbos, even if the reason it was muktzah does not apply anymore. 

Chazal forbade one to hold on to a child who is carrying an expensive muktzah item, since 
one may come to pick it up if the child drops it. 

Questions on muktzah: Israeli “sponga” stick (1,3) removing spider webs (1,6)  bicycles 
(31,6) hot water faucet (7,7)  taking laundry out of dryer (4,2) picture hanging on a wall 
(2,7) moving a lamp, fan, alarm clock, or radiator that is on (2,5) mouse trap (2,3) wallet 

(44,1) produce that is not ripe (11,2)  putting down a food package after destroying it (16,1) 
snow (29,4) wallet, whether there is money in it or not (44,1) medicine (49,1) egg shells 
(9,2) onion peels (9,2) peeling on to a plate (9,2) beads (31,2) toothpaste (37,5) skin care 

(34,1) pins in a shabbos clock (43,4) merchandise that was purchased but one plans to return 
(44,2)  blank paper (44,3) blank notebook (44,3) phone book (44,4) vacuum cleaner (44,5)  
key ring that has a car key on it (44,6)  scale (44,7) catalog (40,3) putting away pots a child 

took out (1,5) removing a sponge from a sink (5,2) remove toilet cleanser that will color the 
water (7,2) opening or closing a drawer that contains both Muktzah and non-Muktzah items 
(45,2) moving a leichter (candelabra) if it is necessary to remove the tablecloth that it 
beneath it (45,3) leaving Muktzah items in the door of a fridge or freezer (49,1) leaving 
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Muktzah items from the door of a medicine chest (49,2) walking while holding a child’s 
hand, if the child is carrying Muktzah (30,4) piece connecting a new pair of socks (23,1) 

clothing that was wet at the onset of Shabbos (18,2) switching Muktzah that is in one’s hand 
to another (16,1) if a watch stops working (45,1) 

דימול - Creating an entity 

Chazal prohibited creating a new entity on Shabbos because it is similar to doing Melocha. 
Forming liquids from solids is prohibited under this Issur because it is similar to Melocha 
(Rashi). Others explain that forming a liquid from a solid is a Gezeira that one should refrain 
from because it is like squeezing fruits (Dash).  

Additional prohibitions included in Molid are:  

1. Freezing a liquid, according to some opinions.  

2. Infusing a fragrance in clothing. This is included in the Issur of Molid since one is creating a 
fragrance in the clothing.  

3. Making a new fire on Yom Tov is prohibited because of Molid, although one may take 
from an existing fire if necessary for Yom Tov. 

 

Questions: warming up food with solidified gravy that will liquefy (13,1) using air freshener 
(7,1) blowing bubbles (31,4) using aerosol deodorant (37,1) serving warm cake or fruit 
crumble together with ice cream (10,1) whip-topping pressure spray (10,3) making ice cubes 
(8,3) using soap to wash dishes or hands (5,1) 

צער -  Tzar 

The prohibition of  צער (distress) stems from the verse in Sefer Yeshaya (61,13) that reads: 

 If you restrain your foot“ "אם תשיב משבת רגליך עשות חפציך ביום קדשי וקראת לשבת ענג..."
because it is the Sabbath, refrain from accomplishing your own needs on My holy day; if you 
proclaim the Sabbath ‘a delight’…” Chazal determined that bringing delight to Shabbos 
includes both engaging in positive activities, as well as avoiding negative activities.  

Positive activities include partaking of three special seudos. 

Negative activities are those that would cause us distress, including visiting an ill person and 
reciting Tehillim on his behalf under certain circumstances, and 0relating bad news. 

Questions: Reciting Tehillim for a sick person, life-threatening condition, non - life 
threatening condition, imminent danger, if the ill person specifically requested that Tehillim 
(36,1) scheduling a visit to a sick person on Shabbos (36,2) wishing a sick person well when 
visiting him on Shabbos (36,3) reading Holocaust literature (40,5) 



 

 

 לע''נ הרב בנימין בן הרב אריה ליב זצ''ל גרינשפאן

 
 

 

68 

 "וכבדת מעשות דרכיך"

The verse in Sefer Yeshaya (61, 13) reads: 

  ”אם תשיב משבת רגליך... וקראת לשבת עונג...וכבדת מעשות דרכיך ממצוא חפצך ודבר דבר"

“If you restrain your foot because it is Shabbos…And you shall proclaim Shabbos a 
delight… And you shall honor the Shabbos in your goings by refraining from pursuing your 
weekday occupations, and from speaking of them”, directing us to maintain the character 
and holiness of Shabbos even in matters such as the very way we walk and talk. 

 Kavod and Oneg Shabbos :וקראת לשבת עונג וכבדתו 

Cleaning the house, special dress, cutting nails, Hadlakas Neiros, Sholosh Seudos, Melave 
Malka 

 .Chazal forbade running for this reason : מעשות דרכיך

Questions: Running (27,1) running to avoid being uncomfortable (27,1) running for a 
Mitzvah (27,1) riding a bicycle (31,6) bicycles with training wheels, tricycles (31,6) 

 We are forbidden to do something for the purpose of doing Melocha or: ממצוא חפציך
business, such as looking at ones possessions in an obvious way to see what has to be done. 
One should consider as if all his work is finished, and not think about it.  

 .We are forbidden to talk about doing Melocha or business related matters : ודבר דבר

Questions: Tell a child you will write a Mitzva note (30,2) 

Amira l’Akum – Asking a non-Jew 

1. One may not ask a non-Jew even during the week to do Melocha for him on Shabbos.  

2. One may not tell a non-Jew on Shabbos to do Melocha during the week.  

3. One may not derive benefit from a Melocha done on Shabbos by a non-Jew for a Jew. 

Questions: asking a non-Jew to turn off a light (47,1) asking a non-Jew to turn the air 
conditioner off (47,2) asking a non-Jew to turn the heat on (47,3) asking a non-Jew to turn 
off the knob of an oven if a child turns the knob of the oven but did not ignite the fire, 
causing gas to escape (47,4) subscribing to a newspaper published 7 days a week (40,4) 
mailing on Erev Shabbos (48,2) 

Causing a child to do Melocha.  

There are several prohibitions involved in causing a child to do Melocha. These include 
chinuch and sfiya which means one may not give a child an object that is assur to use since 
this is directly causing him to transgress. There is another prohibition if the child is doing the 
Melocha for the adult.  
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Questions: Tell a child to turn off gas on oven (47,4) Give a child a bag that the child will 
tear words while opening (17,1) 

 Tircha - טרחא

Chazal forbade certain activities since they are particularly strenuous.  These activities should 
therefore be taken care of during the week and not on the day of rest, for example: emptying 
a storage room and filling a vase with water to keep flowers fresh. Even less strenuous actions 
that are not necessary to be done on Shabbos are prohibited, such as being Mattir neder.  

Questions: shoveling snow (29,2) salting snow (29,2) filling a vase to put in flowers (62,4) 
wetting paper towel to keep daled minim fresh (62,3) Hataras Nedarim for a mitzva (50,1) 

 

Hachana: Chazal forbade the performance of actions on Shabbos or Yom Tov if the intent is 
to prepare for after Shabbos or Yom Tov, or from one day of Yom Tov to the next, since 
these actions are not necessary for that day itself. 

Questions: removing nail polish (37,2)  carrying a house key during the day within an Eruv, 
so as to use it upon one’s return home at night after Shabbos (27,5) leaving produce to ripen 
(11,2) washing dishes that are not going to be used (5,5) placing dishes in dishwasher(5,6) 
Preparing for Shabbos on Yom Tov (57,1) 

Questions: When should the food used for the Eruv Tavshilin be prepared (57,2) 

Eruv tavshilin 

Chazal forbade preparing for Shabbos on Yom Tov without making an Eruv Tavshilin.  

 

זלזול שבת -  Zilzul Shabbos 

Chazal forbade the use of machines on Shabbos that make noise and that required a Melocha 
to start, since it is a zilzul Shabbos. 

Questions: faxing to someone who lives in a place where it is currently Shabbos (43,1) 
leaving a message on an answering machine in a location where it is currently Shabbos if the 

message is heard out loud (43,2) Allowing a dryer to finish its cycle even after Shabbos 
begins(4,1) 

 

Questions: Removing spider webs (1,6) Cutting one's fingernails on Erev Shabbos (48,1)  
cutting toenails (48,1) sequence of cutting nails (48,1) washing one’s hands (48,1) minimum 
amount of time one should arrive at his destination before shabbos (48,3) Davening Mincha 
after lighting Shabbos candles (50,1)  reciting a brachah on electric lights when using them 
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instead of lighting Shabbos candles (50,2) Halacha if woman forgot to light Shabbos candles 
(50,3) Halacha if man forgot to light Shabbos candles (50,4) Halacha if woman did not light 
candles one week due to circumstances beyond her control (e.g. she had to go to the 
hospital) (50,5)  guest lighting candles in the same room as the hostess (50,6) using a flame 
lit during candle lighting to melt the wax of another candle (50,7) turn off the electric light in 
the room (50,7) Using the remainder of someone’s Kiddush wine for another kiddush (51,1)  
waiting between Kiddush and commencing the Seudah (51,2) making Kiddush using a 

disposable cup (51,3)  pouring wine into the becher a while before reciting Kiddush (51,4) 
separating loaves of Challah that became attached during baking (52,3)  minimum amount 
of Challah that should be eaten after the Brachah of Hamotzi is made (52,4) which of the two 
Challohs should one cut on Friday night (52,5) correct position of the Challa before Hamotzi 
(52,5) Who is obligated in eating Melave Malka (48,4)  what should one eat (48,5)  

מעשה שבת - Maaseh Shabbos 

Chazal prohibited one to derive benefit on Shabbos from a Melocha one transgressed on 
Shabbos, even if action was performed accidentally.  

Questions: eating food from a package one mistakenly ripped a letter while opening (17,2)  
eating food that was warmed up on a blech or hot plate (13,2) 

שבת תוספת - Tosefes Shabbos 

Questions: Tosefes Shabbos obligation (55,1) time frame (55,2)  How is one Mekabel 
Shabbos (55,3) Davening Mincha after one is Mekabel Shabbos (55,4)  Should one that is 
Mekabel Shabbos early daven mincha before Plag Hamincha (55,5)  A camp or bungalow 
colony that makes early Shabbos can someone that wasn’t Mekabel Shabbos do melacha 
(55,6)  Must one eat a Kzayis of bread after nightfall (55,7) 
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