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The Baal Shem Tov once traveled to the 

town of Kamenka. As he approached his 

destination, he heard a heavenly voice: 

"Yisroel ben Eliezer, Please remove 

the shochet (kosher slaughterer) of Kamenka 
from his position." 

The Besht pondered the directive he received. 

He couldn't fathom why there would be a 

heavenly decree to discharge 

the shochet from his position. He knew that 

R. Boruch, the Rabbi of Kamenka, was a 

wise and respected Rabbi who was 

meticulous when it came to matters of Jewish 

Law. He was sure that if there was 

any halachic problem with the 

town's shochet, the rabbi would know of it 

and correct it immediately.  

"Perhaps," reasoned the Besht, "the problem 

is not a halachic one. Perhaps the shochet has 

taken a spiritual 'position' from which he 
needs to be removed." 

When he arrived in Kamenka, the Baal Shem 

Tov went directly to the house of Rabbi 

Boruch, who was elated and honored to 

welcome the holy Besht to his town. He was 

invited to rest there while Rabbi Baruch 

arranged for a celebration honoring the 

arrival of the great tzadik. He set aside 

several choice lambs, and sent a request to 

the local shochet to come and slaughter them 
for the occasion. 

After the slaughtering, when inspecting the 

lambs as Jewish Law requires, 

the shochet found one of the lambs to have a 

certain lesion that he decided rendered it not 

kosher. He removed the unfit lamb and hung 

it on a hook in the passageway behind Rabbi 
Boruch's home. 

Later that day, Rabbi Boruch found the Baal 

Shem Tov smoking his pipe in that 

passageway and staring in deep concentration 

at the slaughtered lamb. After a few minutes, 

the Besht turned to the rabbi and said, "Rabbi 

Boruch, would you be so kind as to cut a 

piece of meat from this animal and roast it for 
me." 

Reb Boruch thought the tzadik had made a 

mistake. 

"Rebbe, this animal is treif (not kosher). That 

is why the shochet hung it here. Let me 
prepare a piece from one of the other animals  

 

(painting by Zalman Kleinman, OBM) 

that he also just slaughtered." 

"No," answered the Baal Shem Tov, "I want a 

piece from this particular animal." 

"But Rebbe, the shochet told me personally 
that this animal is not kosher." 

The Besht turned to him and said, "I 

understand. But I can hear this animal begging 

me that it be able to fulfill its purpose in this 

world; that it be slaughtered by a G-d 

fearing shochet and that a blessing be said by a 

Jew before it is eaten so its soul-spark can be 

elevated. We must speak with the shochet and 
find out why he considers it to be not kosher." 

Immediately, Rabbi Boruch sent for 

the shochet. When he arrived, the rabbi asked 

him in the presence of the Baal Shem Tov why 

he thought this lamb is treif.  

The shochet explained his doubt as to whether 

the animal was one hundred percent kosher, 

and his hesitancy to allow any Jew to eat it. 

Then he continued, "It is true, however, that 

there are several rabbinic opinions regarding 

this particular lesion, and that some authorities 

consider it to be kosher, and some do not."  

The Baal Shem Tov then understood the 

'position' the shochet was in from which he 

had to be removed. Although the shochet was 

G-d fearing and expert in his profession, he 

did not understand the spiritual consequences 
of his perhaps too strict position. 

"In that case," the Besht addressed Rabbi 

Boruch, "please cut me a piece of meat and 

roast it for me." The Rabbi stared at the Baal 

Shem Tov in shock. On one hand he wanted to fulfill 

the request of his Rebbe. On the other hand how 

could he feed the Rebbe treif meat, a prohibition 
directly from the Torah? 

The Baal Shem Tov understood the rabbi's dilemma. 

So he suggested, "Please send a messenger to Rabbi 

Shmuel, the Dayan (rabbinical court judge) of the 

large strictly observant community of Polonnoye, 

with a letter explaining the doubts the shochet has 

about this animal. Let him be the judge for us." 

The other two agreed. Rabbi Boruch, relieved by the 

Besht's suggestion, immediately sent a messenger to 

Rabbi Shmuel. The messenger returned that same 

day with rabbinical judge's reply, which was that the 

meat was indeed kosher. He also included 

the halachic reasons for his opinion.  

Thus, the Baal Shem Tov complied with the 

heavenly decree and succeeded to remove 

the shochet from his 'position.' Indeed, he placed him 
in a much better one in the eyes of Heaven! 

Biographical note:   

Rabbi Yisrael ben Eliezer [of blessed memory: 18 

Elul 5458- 6 Sivan 5520 (Sept. 1698 - June 1760 

C.E.)], the Baal Shem Tov ["master of the good 

Name"-often referred to as "the Besht" for short], a 

unique and seminal figure in Jewish history, revealed 

his identity as an exceptionally holy person, on his 

36th birthday, 18 Elul 5494 (1734 C.E.). He wrote no 

books, although many claim to contain his teachings. 

One available in English is the excellent annotated 

translation of Tzava'at Harivash, published by Kehos. 
See also: //baalshemtov.com. 

Source: Adapted by Yerachmiel Tilles with 

permission from the rendition of Tzvi-Meir 

HaKohein (Howard M. Cohn, Patent Attorney), 

based on a story in Shivchei HaBesht and translated 

In Praise of the BAAL SHEM TOV by D. Ben-Amos 

and J. Mintz, and posted on his important website, 
//baalshemtov.com.  

Yerachmiel Tilles is the director of the 

AscentOfSafed.com and KabbalaOnline.org 

websites. His mailing list of 900+ weekly stories 

(editor@ascentofsafed.com) is now in its 20th year. 

“Festivals of the Full Moon,” the second of a 3-

volume series of his best stories, is now available in 

Tzefat at Ascent and KabbalaOnline-shop.com. 

 
 
 

         The Strict Butcher 

Shabbat  T imes –  Ki  T isa  

 Candlelighting Motze Shabbat 

Jerusalem 5:13 6:25 

Tel Aviv 5:30 6:27 

Haifa 5:22 6:27 

Beer Sheva 5:30 6:27 

 

  

 



h o m e @ C h a b a d C a r d o . o r g  

This week's Torah portion, Ki Tisa, 

contains one of the most misunderstood 

occurrences in the Torah - the sin of the 

Golden Calf. 

This sin was so great that its 

consequences are still being felt today, 

3300 years later. G-d promised that every 

punishment that would ever befall the 

Jewish people would contain an element of 

chastisement for this grievous 

transgression. And yet, as it appears in the 

Written Torah, the entire account is 

difficult to understand. How could the 

same people who had just left Egypt under 

miraculous circumstances, received the 

Torah at Mount Sinai and actually heard 

the voice of G-d utter the first two of the 

Ten Commandments, actually worship a 

molten image? 

Closer study reveals, however, that the 

Jewish people were not seeking a 

substitute for G-d in the Golden Calf; what 

they desired was a substitute for Moses, as 

expressed in the verse, "And the people 

saw that Moses was delayed in coming 

down ...and they said [to Aaron]: Get up, 

make us a god...for this man, Moses, who 

has taken us out of the land of Egypt, we 

do not know what has become of him." 

Without Moses, the Jewish people felt lost. 

Moses was the intermediary that connected 

them to G-d, as it states, "I stand between 

you and G-d." Moses was the medium 

through which the Children of Israel were 

freed from Egypt and through whom they 

received the Torah, to the point where "the 

Divine Presence spoke from his throat." 

Moses is referred to as "a man of G-d," 

for despite the fact that he was mortal, 

Moses existed on a spiritual plane on 

which he was totally united with the 

Divine. His function as intermediary 

between man and G-d served to strengthen 

the Jews' belief in the Creator, for it is 

difficult to believe in a G-d one cannot see. 

When the Jews beheld a human being on 

such a G-dly level, it strengthened their 

faith in G-d and connected them to Him in 

a tangible manner. When Moses did not 

reappear when they expected him, the 

were correct in their recognition of the 

need for an intermediary between man and 

G-d in the form of a G-dly human being; 

there was also nothing wrong with their 

choice of an inanimate object to draw 

holiness down into this world (G-d's voice 

would later issue forth from between the 

cherubim above the holy ark in the 

Sanctuary). Rather, their error was in 

taking into their own hands a matter that 

can only be determined by G-d. Only G-d 

can decide how His holiness will be 

transmitted. 

 

Adapted from the teachings of the 

Lubavitcher Rebbe; Shabbos Table, From 

our Sages and Moshiach Now! reprinted 

from www.LchaimWeekly.org -  LYO / 

NYC) 

 

                                     CHOOSING AN INTERMEDIARY 

 

Jewish people feared they had lost 

the means by which they bound 

themselves with the Infinite.  

They rightly understood that 

such an intermediary needs to be 

completely united with G-d. 

Having just witnessed the giving 

of the Torah on Mount Sinai, at 

which G-d descended in a 

"supernal chariot" bearing the face 

of an ox, they decided to forge a 

calf of gold that would closely 

resemble it. The Jewish people 

 

THE MERIT OF MIVTZOIM 

 

Reb Yitzchok Glitzenshtein, a well-known 

chossid from Yerushalayim, was one of the 

regular attendants at the Kosel HaMa’arovi 

Tefillin Stand.  When Reb Yitzchok’s wife, 

Beila, fell ill, the Rebbe instructed them to 

seek advice from a certain doctor in 

Yerushalayim.  The doctor felt that surgery 

was needed. After the operation, the doctor 

conveyed a shocking prognosis to Reb 

Yitzchok. If Mrs. Glitzenshtein was lucky she 

would live for another three months.  That 

week, Reb Gershon Henoch Cohen of 

Yerushalayim was traveling to the Rebbe. Reb 

Yitzchok asked him to mention his wife’s 

name for a brocha.  To Reb Gershon 

Henoch’s mention of Mrs. Glitzenshtein, the 

Rebbe responded, “Reb Yitzchok lays Tefillin 

on yidden at the Kosel. His wife will fully 

recover!”  Defying the doctor’s dire 

prediction, Mrs. Beila Glitzenshtein lived for 

another eighteen healthy years.   

 

 (reprinted from Lma’an Yishme’u) 

 

of the week. 

(Ohr HaChaim) 

 

Everyone who sought G-d went out to the 

Tabernacle of Meeting, which was outside the 

camp (Ex. 30:7) 

They were actually looking for Moses, yet the 

Torah states that they were seeking G-d. We 

thus learn that receiving the leader of the 

generation is the same as receiving G-d 
Himself. 

(Jerusalem Talmud, Eruvin) 

 

 

fellow Jews and devoting ourselves to  

Torah study. 
(Our Sages) 

When you shall take the sum (literally, 

"the head") of the Children of Israel... 

(Ex. 30:12) 

When the time will come for you to 

appoint a "head" - a leader of the Jewish 

people - make sure it is one who is 

willing to give up his very soul on 

behalf of his brethren; only one such as 

this is worthy. 

 
(Alshich) 

 The Children of Israel shall keep - 
veshamru - the Shabbat (Ex. 31:16) 

Keeping Shabbat means much more than 

just refraining from certain kinds of 

work; the Hebrew root shin-mem-reish 

also implies waiting in anticipation and 

looking forward to something. The 

Torah teaches that rather than being 

considered a burden, Shabbat should be 

eagerly awaited and longed for each day 

"Get up, make us gods." (Ex. 32:1) 

 

Why did they ask this of Aaron instead 

of just appointing him in Moses' stead? 

The answer is that Aaron, "the pursuer 

of peace," was too close to the people 

for them to consider him as their leader. 

Too much familiarity makes it 

impossible for people to feel the proper 

respect for their leaders. 
(Rabbi Yitzchak of Vorka) 

 
You shall see My back, but My face 

shall not be seen (Ex. 33:23) 

 

According to Rashi's commentary, G-d 

showed Moses the "knot of the tefilin." 

Tefilin consist of two parts - one placed 

on the hand, and the other on the head. 

The hand represents interpersonal 

relationships, and the head is the way 

we connect ourselves to G-d by 

learning His Torah. A Jew must excel 

in both areas. Moses asked to see G-d's 

glory so that he would have a better 

understanding of what is required of the 

Jewish people. The knot of the tefilin 

symbolizes G-d's desire that every Jew 

bind these two aspects of our worship 

together - doing our utmost for our 

   



h o m e @ C h a b a d C a r d o . o r g  

A Happy Home 

The Rebbe was once approached by a man who asked him to 

verify the custom of a man folding up his tallis soon after 

Shabbos as a blessing for shalom bayis (peace in the home).  

Chassidim say that the Rebbe replied: I can't say whether this 

aids in enhancing peace in the home; however, I am certainly 

convinced that when a husband rolls up his sleeves and washes 

the dishes remaining from Shabbos, that is a definite blessing 

for shalom bayis.  A contemporary story related by a chassid 

 

Moodiness 
Life does not always go smoothly. Just as a person's [mood or 

circumstances] can go up, there is also the possibility that they can go 

down. One need not be shaken and forlorn when he does experience a 

downturn in mood or status, especially when it only involves material 

matters, and particularly when he knows that he has no control over 

these things. This downturn should serve as impetus to strengthen and 

deepen his trust and belief in G-d - so much so that an outside 

observer would see that he is the stronger for it and does not get 

shaken by undesirable outcomes in his life, especially since it is only 

for a short period of time.  Igros Kodesh of the Lubavitcher Rebbe, 

vol. 8, p. 129 

 

Crisis 
The Previous Rebbe [the Rebbe Rayatz]  once related to one of his 

chassidim: It is told about one of the spiritual giants of years gone by 

that on his cane was engraved the letters gimmel, zayin, and yud, an 

acronym for the words "Gam zeh yaavor - This too will pass."  When 

one's fortune turns against him, one should not become downtrodden. 

Rather he should recognize that all things come from G-d, and further, 

that this too will pass.  Otzar Pisgamei Chabad, p. 174 

 

Choices 
The Rogatchover Gaon once related that the most difficult day of the 

week for him was Shabbos. During the week, when great waves of 

thoughts and insights flooded his mind, he always had the opportunity 

to write them down. Putting something in writing confines one's 

stream of thoughts, making it easier to come to a conclusion regarding 

the issue at hand. As he was not able to do this on Shabbos, he had to 

toil greatly in order to reach some type of clarification.   

 

Each and every one of us has the opportunity to choose whether 

material burdens such as earning a livelihood should dominate our 

lives (in which case our thoughts rob us of peace of mind), or whether 

to exchange this burden and toil for a more spiritual and gratifying 

burden, the toil of Torah study. In the latter, one toils so much that he 

is overwhelmed with one insight versus another to the degree that he 

struggles to resolve the two.  The Lubavitcher Rebbe, Likkutei Sichos, 

vol. 1, p. 117 

 

Concentration 
Once, while standing on a riverbank next to his timber business near 

the city of Riga, Reb Binyomin Kletzker (a chassid of the Alter 

Rebbe) was found deeply immersed in thought, apparently in a deep 

concept of Chassidus that required profound concentration. He stood 

in the same position for five consecutive hours. When he came back to 

himself, he was shocked at the bewildered expressions on the faces of 

several onlookers. He exclaimed: My wonder and bewilderment 

[towards you] is greater than yours [toward me], for to be thinking 

about timber in Riga while reciting the Shema is considered 

acceptable! But when one meditates on Echad (the unity of G-d) 

during business... that elicits bewilderment!!  The Rebbe Rayatz, Sefer 

HaSichos 5686, p. 100, and fns. there 

 

Excuses 
There is a well-known expression relating to excuses:  The word in 

Hebrew for excuses is amasla. If we break the word in the middle, it 

becomes "emes lo" meaning "no truth."  Igros Kodesh of the 

Lubavitcher Rebbe, vol. 12, p. 113 

 

                The Positive Side of Arrogance                       
The Mitteler Rebbe once told someone to become an "onion." This 

   CHASSIDIC SOUL REMEDIES 

Children and Moshiach 
Our Sages highlight the 

connection between children 

and redemption by interpreting 

the verse, "Do not touch My 

anointed ones (meshichai)" 

(Chronicles I 16:22), as 

referring to Jewish children. 

Why are children given this 

title? - Because they have no 

other genuine concern besides 

Moshiach. A child truly wants 

to live in a world of peace, 

harmony, knowledge and joy, 

and these are the very qualities  

that will characterize the Era  

of the Redemption. (The 

Lubavitcher Rebbe, Shushan 

Purim Katan 5752 - 1992) 

 

Simple Faith 
In this era, the generation of the 

"footsteps of Moshiach," it is 

essential that one not follow the 

dictates of rationalization, for 

mortal reasoning can mislead a 

person. Rather, we should 

observe the Torah and its 

commandments out of simple and 

unquestioning faith in G-d.  

(Rabbi Sholom Dov Ber of 

Lubavitch, the Rebbe Rashab) 

(reprinted from 

www.LchaimWeekly.org – LYO / 

NYC 

 

person had been traveling from town to town 

spreading chassidic teachings but had recently 

decided to stop. All the fuss over him and his talents, 

he claimed, had been feeding his ego. Now he had to 

work on himself to diminish that negative aspect of 

his character. The Mitteler Rebbe showed no pity. 

"An onion should become of you," he exclaimed, "but 

teach others what you must teach them!"  

Why an onion?  An onion is added to the pot not to be 

eaten, but only to give flavor to the chicken and the 

broth. Like the onion, you sometimes need to 
sacrifice your own personal growth so others may 

grow. The Lubavitcher Rebbe, Toras Menachem 

5715, vol. 1, p. 313ff.  Sichos Kodesh, Rosh Chodesh 
Adar 5740 

Chassidic Soul Remedies, Inspirational Insights for 

Life's Daily Challenges, by Rabbi Dovid Shraga 

Polter, reprinted with permission from Sichos in 

English 

 

 

 

  



Lubavitchers in Australia are using 

a mobile app to reach their goal of 

putting on Tefillin with 7,770 Jewish 

men. They are close... 

 
Initiated by the Shluchim in Yeshivah 

Gedolah, the “JeWrap” campaign has taken 

Australia by storm. Coast to coast, 

Bochurim, Yungerleit and even children, 

are busy laying tefillin on thousands of 

Jews.  With a specially tailored app, a 

Whatsapp chat and plenty of selfies, the 

campaign has thousands of unaffiliated 

Australians wrapping Tefillin. 

 

Exactly, 50 years ago on the 24th of Adar, 

the Rebbe sent the first group of Shluchim 

to Melbourne Australia to establish the 

Yeshivah Gedolah. Charged the mission of 

conquering Australia, the Shluchim set to 

work.  Additionally, this year marks 50 

years, when, on the eve of the six-day-war, 

the Rebbe initiated the Tefillin campaign. 

Issuing marching orders calling on every 

Jew to involve himself in laying Tefillin on 

as many Jews as he possibly can. The 

effects of the campaign during the war and 

over the past 50 years are plain to see, as 

countless Jewish lives were transformed by 

this little Mitzvah. 

 

In honor of these two milestones, Yeshivah 

Gedolah Shluchim Mendel Lerman and 

Yossi Lipskier embarked on a goal of 

bringing together all Anash of Australia to 

Australians Aim for 7770 

unite in Mivtza Tefillin, the “JeWrap” 

campaign. The goal is 7770 Tefillin. 

From Yud Tes Kislev to Yud Aleph 

Nissan. And as the Rebbe always 

demanded, the bar was set incredibly 

high, with a required average of over 

500 Tefillin a week.  

 

The Bochurim set to work, heading out 

to every corner of Melbourne on Friday 

afternoons, looking for one more 

Tefillin here, one more tefillin there. 

The shluchim networked with Eli 

Schlanger, designer and creator of the 

MyDuch app, and had the app tailored 

to monitor Australians’ progress and 

their Tefillin count.  

 

The participants in the Mivtza are 

signed up to the app and update their 

numbers, and the total is automatically 

tallied. A special WhatsApp chat was 

established, where Bochurim and 

Yungeleit post selfies and stories of 

their Tefillin experiences, stories which 

by now could fill a book. The 

participants of the campaign have even 

managed to find a grand total of 20 

Karkaftas, Jews who had never in their 

lives’ put on Tefillin before. 

 

Networking with the Shluchim from all 

over Australia, this campaign has truly 

created an incredible achdus and hype 

amongst Australian Anash. From Perth 

to Brisbane, Darwin to Melbourne, 

Coffs Harbour and Byron Bay, the 

“JeWrap” campaign has truly taken off. 

With just under five weeks to go the 

campaign stands at 6500 Tefillin, 

rapidly advancing on the goal.    

 

Reprinted from Collive 
 

 

 

 
A crunchy cookie-like cake that is 

low in sugar makes a nice ending to a 

Shabbos meal. Mix 1/2 cup of oil 

with a 1/4 cup of demarra sugar and 

beat in 2 extra large eggs. Stir in 2 

cups of oats, 1 cup ww flour and 1 

packet baking powder. Press half the 

batter in a greased pan and cover with 

a layer of no-sugar-added natural 

100% fruit jelly/jam. Top with the 

rest of the batter and bake at 180 

degrees c until done. Cut while still 

warm. 

Alizah Hochstead, 

alizahh@hotmail.com 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Farbrengen 

Question:  I am really in panic.  I am married and have six 

kids and just lost my job.  I worked there for 20 years.  We don’t 

have savings and live from month to month on my paycheck.  

We have money for the coming month but after that I do not 

know how the mortgage, credit cards or anything else will be 

paid.  The job market for me looks grim – I have a very 

specialized profession and there are very few companies that are 

looking for people with my skill set.  I do not see how things can 

work out and I am constantly worrying.  I really just feel frozen, 

too overwhelmed and despairing to do anything.  Writing this to 

you is about as much as I can do.  I am hoping you can throw me 

a life line. 

Answer:  I understand what you are going through and it is 

not easy.  However, let’s see what can be done to help your 

situation.  You mention that, “we have money for the coming 

month but after that I do not know how the mortgage, credit 

cards or anything else will be paid.”  For many of us, worrying 

has become habitual.  And, although we spend much time and 

emotional energy worrying, things often turn out fine.   When 

we worry we are transported from the present (where we often 

have what we need – as you said “we have money for the 

coming month”) into an imaginary future where our fears are 

played out.  The worrying serves no constructive purpose.  

Rather, it leads to feelings you mentioned:  frozen, overwhelmed 

and despairing.   Worrying is the weapon of the yetzer hara; it is 

an irrational thought.  Unmask it for what it is and substitute it 

with a different thought, i.e., “worrying does not help and only 

makes me “frozen” and unproductive”; “I do not know what the 

future will bring and, for the most part, things usually work out 

fine”.    

 

Bitachon (belief that Hashem will provide revealed good) is a 

tremendously effective vessel to actualize Hashem’s goodness.  

It is so effective that it is written in Keser Shem (sec. 382) that 

“When [Heaven] desires to punish a person who deserves 

punishment, they deprive him of his attribute of bitachon.”  

Also, Rabbi Manis Friedman explains that when a person has 

bitachon, according to the normal workings of the world, things 

go good.  Not only does bitachon bring calm and relaxation, but 

it is the vessel, the environment, for revealed goodness to 

permeate one’s life. 

 

You also mention that you do not know how things can work 

out.  There is a famous story of Reb Zusha.  Everyday Reb 

Zusha would ask Hashem for his breakfast and everyday his 

helper would bring him breakfast.  One day the helper chose not 

to bring Reb Zusha his breakfast, thinking he was the source of 

Reb Zusha’s sustenance.  However, Hashem caused a traveler to 

bring Reb Zusha his breakfast.  Often times we assume that our 

livelihood must come through a certain channel.  However, 

Hashem can bring us our livelihood in many ways – as many of 

us can attest to.   

 

At the same time, Hashem desires that we act within the normal 

workings of nature.  For example, if we want a tree to grow, we 

must plant a seed.  Thus, in addition to the above, I would 

suggest taking concrete steps to accomplish you goal of getting 

another job.  Try contacting the few firms that could use 

someone with your skill set and see if they might have an 

opening.  You really never know.  Perhaps somebody just left 

their company and there is an opening.  I would also suggest 

sitting with an experienced business or employment coach and 

explore if some of your skills might be transferable to other 

industries, in addition to other suggestions they might have.  It is 

also helpful to network with friends and colleagues. 

 

In summary, in addition to taking concrete steps it will be 

helpful to reframe your thinking as discussed above.  Substitute 

the worry for constructive thoughts.  Hashem has taken care of 

you for many years and he will continue to do so.  We all have 

our ups and downs. Although things are down now, they will 

very soon go up.  Please email your questions for this column to 

coachingandcounseling1@gmail.com  
Aharon Schmidt, marriage & individual coaching and counseling; 
Jerusalem and Bet Shemesh; coachingandcounseling1@gmail.com, 
052-524-6528 
 

  

Halacha Corner –  Parshas Parah:  This coming 

Shabbos is Shabbos Parshas Parah. Two Sifrei Torah are removed [from the 

ark] and in the first Sefer seven Aliyos are distributed. The second Sefer Torah 

is placed next to the first after the reading is completed and the half Kaddish is 

said.  After which Hagbeh and Gelilah are performed with the first Sefer. The 

second Torah which is used for Maftir is used to read from the beginning of 

Parshas Chukas (19:1-22) which discusses the procedure for the red heifer 

(parah Adumah). Although a number of poskim say that the requirement to 

read Parshas Parah is required from the Torah, the consensus of contemporary 

poskim is that women are not required to listen to this reading. (Nitei Gavriel 

on Purim 22:4) (by Rabbi Eliezer Wenger, OBM, reprinted from 

www.shmais.com) 

 

 

 


