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Avraham came forward – ויגש אברהם 
The son of one of the renowned Tzaddikim in the United 
States did not merit to have children. The young man 
approached the Chazon Ish ztvk”l and requested that he 
bless him with children, but as was his way, the Chazon Ish 
avoided the request. One time the young man approached 
and announced that he was not moving from his spot until 
the Chazon Ish blessed him. At first the Chazon Ish tried to 
avoid him but the young man did not move from his place. 
When the Chazon Ish saw this, he blessed him that he should 
have a son. And so, they merited, and they gave birth to a 
boy, Mazel Tov! When it came time for the Bris, the young 
man said to his father that by rights it would be proper to ask 
his father to be the sandek, but since he felt that it was due 
to the bracha of the Chazon Ish that he had a son, he felt 
obligated to honor the Chazon Ish with being the sandek. 
The grandfather was not upset, and he told his son, ‘Let me 
speak with the Chazon Ish and I will arrange it.’ He went in to 
the Chazon Ish and he said, ‘If you can tell me that my son 
really benefited from your bracha, then I defer to you to be 
the sandek, but if not, then it is mine.’ The Chazon Ish 
replied, ‘Do you think that I blessed your son for nothing? I 
recited the entire Sefer Tehillim twice for him!’ When the 
father heard this he said, ‘If you can recite all of Tehillim 
twice for a Jew that you do not know at all, that being 
sandek is yours!’ 
When Avraham Avinu heard from HaKadosh Baruch Hu that 
He was going to overturn Sodom and Amorah, it states 
 Avraham came forward’ and Rashi‘ – 'ויגש אברהם' (18:23)
explains that Avraham came forward with three approaches, 
to speak strongly, for conciliation, and for prayer. We know 
that when a person is dealing chas v’shalom with some 
distress, he immediately begins to plan a course of action. 
For example, if he has someone sick at home, he begins to 
search for an expert doctor, and he goes to Tzaddikim that 
they should bless him and of course he goes to pray at the 
graves of Tzaddikim. All this is clear to us that a person does 
for himself or a family member, but would a person do this 
for a sick individual who he does not know at all? 
We see that it is the nature of Tzaddikim that they truly 
suffer for the pain of another person, and not just by 
clucking their tongues and say ‘Oy Rachmanus’. It is 
appropriate that we learn from their actions, to truly feel the 
pain of another Jew and to try to help them as much as we 
can, at least to concentrate and recite a few chapters of 
Tehillim, and at a time of rejoicing, to truly be happy with joy 
for another Jew as Sarah Imeinu said (21:7)  כל השומע יצחק'

 .’whoever hears will laugh for me‘ – לי'
- Tiv HaTorah - Vayeira 

 

‘A remnant’ –   'שריד ופליט'
A huge fire broke out in the early morning in Boro Park when sixteen 
families were forced to flee the threatening fire and go out in the street 
in the middle of the night. The fire totally destroyed three apartments. 
After Shacharis, I told my friend the sofer STaM what had happened in 
my neighborhood. He was concerned for a widow who sold STaM and 
lived in that building. I was sorry to tell him that her apartment was 
completely destroyed in the fire. 
His heart was saddened but in the same breath he told me how amazing 
the ways of hashgacha are and this is what he said: “A few months ago a 
friend, an expert sofer called me and asked me if I knew a certain widow 
storekeeper. He had left some parchment sheets from a Sefer Torah with 
her husband and he was ready to write on them, but he did not know 
how to reach her after the death of her husband. 
I told him that I knew her, and I would try to look into the matter. I 
arranged a visit to the widow’s home and I relayed my friend’s request 
to find the parchment sheets from the Sefer Torah, she led me to a large 
cabinet and she told me that everything related to her husband’s work 
as a sofer was in the cabinet. 
I opened the cabinet and looked for the parchment. While searching, I 
found mezuzos, megillos, and other STaM items, some of which had the 
names of the owners and some belonging to various sofers or prepared 
for them. Among them were many parchment sheets bound together 
beginning with Parashas Tzav and endeing in the middle of Sefer 
Bamidbar without a name on it. After searching, I did not find what I was 
looking for, but I suggested to the widow that since I am in touch with 
many stores and sofers, it would be worth it for me to take everything 
and over time return everything to their owners. This would also help 
the soul of her departed husband. 
Since I had been close with her husband, she liked my suggestion and agreed. I 
had just emptied the cabinet to return the items.” 
“Now”, my friend concluded his story with tears in his eyes over the sad situation 
of the widow and he said: “See the hashgacha! HaKadosh Baruch Hu saved 
everything in the cabinet belonging to other people” 
That evening the sofer called all excited: “You won’t believe this!!! I literally just 
finished talking to someone I did not know at all, who said that he heard that I 
knew the deceased. He had finished a Sefer Torah and had set a date to bring it 
to shul and he realized that he was missing from Tzav to the middle of Bamidbar. 
I began to tell him that the apartment had been completely burned and I wanted 
to tell him about the great hashgacha when he burst into tears over his sad 
situation and the loss of these sections. When he calmed down a little and he let 
me speak I told him that I had them and Hashem had saved them in time. It took 
him a few minutes to comprehend and then he fulfilled the posuk of  הפכת'

 You have changed for me my lament into dancing’ and with‘ – מספדי למחול לי'
great emotion and feelings of thanks to Hashem, he did not stop thanking 
Hashem for the miracle and kindness that was bestowed upon him. 
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He began to think to himself, who could have sent him the invitation, 
and he could not find an answer to this question. He concluded that he 
must be going crazy and the invitation was meant for someone else, and 
so he felt that he had to return the lost object to its owner. He looked up 
the person who sent him the invitation and called him. He told him that 
he had sent him the wedding invitation by mistake, and the ticket for 
the flight, and he wanted to know to whom should he return this lost 
object. 
The other man replied: ‘Listen, my friend, the invitation together with 
the ticket for the flight was sent specifically to you, and this was not a 
mistake at all. I sent you the invitation to my son’s wedding, and I truly 
want you to come and join in my Simcha.’ 
‘If you ask me as you don’t remember where you know me from, and 
when did we become friends, I have such a great love in my heart for 
you, I tell you the truth. You should know that today, by the Grace of 
Hashem, I keep Torah and mitzvos is only because of you. I will tell you 
the details as it happened.’ 
‘Many years ago, when we were young boys, we learned together in a 
certain yeshiva. You were a little older than me and I was a little younger 
by a few days. Once, I was going through a difficult period in the yeshiva, 
I felt very uncomfortable within the walls of the yeshiva, I was 
dissatisfied, and I could not find a place for myself in the yeshiva. I 
reached the point where I felt that I did not have the strength to 
continue in this situation any longer and I made up my mind to leave the 
world of the Torah. I put my thought into deed, and that very same day I 
packed my things and prepared to leave the yeshiva.’ 
There was one boy in the yeshiva who had the habit of greeting every 
person before they could greet him, and he tried to tell everyone words 
of encouragement and support. That boy met me as I was leaving, and 
he saw that the collar of my jacket was not lying properly, immediately 
he pointed out: ‘This is not proper for a yeshiva boy, a Talmid Chacham, 
to go out in the street with his clothes not in order, and he straightened 
my jacket, with much compassion and love.’ 
‘Just then I thought to myself that there is still someone in the world 
who thinks I am a Talmid Chacham, someone who loves me, and still 
thinks about me and my honor. If this is so, then I will remain in the 
yeshiva! That boy was none other than you, yourself, and your honor. 
Even if you do not know anything that happened to me, but you spoke 
to me innocently with words that succeeded in changing my mind and I 
returned to the yeshiva.’ 
‘Now, my friend, I say to you, in the merit of the kindness that you 
showed me at a very low point of my life, I returned to the yeshiva and I 
continued to learn there for several years, and when the time came I 
found a proper spouse, and I merited establishing a proper house in 
Israel. Hashem Yisbarach gave me sons and daughters walking in the 
way of Hashem.’ 
Now, when I have had the good fortune to bring my son to the chupah, I 
very much desired to bring you here to take part in my Simcha.’ 
There is a moral lesson hidden in this story. This boy touched the heart 
of someone who was running away from the yeshiva. He did a very 
small, simple thing, and he had no clue as to what would come from his 
action. With one good word he saved a Jewish soul, which is an entire 
world, from being destroyed. He still has not seen all the profits, for 
entire future generations are destined to descend from this boy and 
everything will be in his merit… 
In light of what we have discussed, it is incumbent on us to understand 
when it is ‘a time to be silent’ and put a seal on our mouths when we 
have the urge to say something inappropriate, and on the other hand, to 
understand when it is ‘a time to speak’ and then we must use the power 
of speech and work wonders through it.        
  
 

ויהי בשחת אלקים את ערי הככר ויזכר אלקים את אברהם וישלח 
את לוט מתוך ההפכה בהפך את הערים אשר ישב בהן לוט: 

 )יט:כט(

And so it was when G-d destroyed the cities of the plain that 
G-d remembered Avraham, so He sent Lot from amidst the 
upheaval when He overturned the cities in which Lot had lived. 
(19:29) 
Rashi explains: That G-d remembered Avraham – What is the 
remembrance of Avraham over Lot? G-d remembered that Lot 
was aware that Sarah was Avraham’s wife, and he heard 
Avraham say in Egypt regarding Sarah (12:19), 'אחותי היא' – ‘she 
is my sister’, but he did not reveal the matter, for Lot had pity 
on Avraham. Therefore, HaKadosh Baruch Hu, had pity on him. 
From here we see the power of words, and the extent that it is 
incumbent on a person to be careful with his words. Sometimes 
a person can say something inappropriately and by doing this he 
can destroy worlds. On the other hand, when he is silent at this 
time, aside from not causing damage by saying the wrong thing, 
he earns wonderful gifts because of this. Come and let us 
consider this. Lot understood Avraham’s intention when he said, 
‘She is my sister’, he understood that it was not for nothing that 
Avraham raised the essential bond that he had with Sarah, and 
mentioned that she was just his sister, and he saw how 
Avraham tried to avoid the claws of the Egyptians who were 
steeped in immorality. Ordinarily, he would have wanted to 
reveal the truth, but he understood what was going on. He 
could have just winked his eye at the officers and they would 
have understood that something was going on that needed to 
be investigated. If he had slipped up then, he would have 
caused a major catastrophe as they would have killed Avraham 
and the Nation of Israel would not have come into existence. 
But because he controlled his nature for those few moments, 
besides preventing the destruction of the Chosen Nation, he 
also caused something good for himself, for HaKadosh Baruch 
Hu treated him measure for measure, and just as he saved 
Avraham and the nation emerged from him, so did HaKadosh 
Baruch Hu save him and his two daughters with him and two 
nations, Ammon and Moav, emerged from him. Not only this, 
but he was the source of the Kingship of Dovid in Israel and to 
Moshiach who is destined to redeem us in the future. All these 
kingdoms came about through him. 
It is up to the person to realize the power he has with his 
mouth. It is impossible to measure the influence connected with 
speech whether for good or not so good, a person cannot know 
how much pain and aggravation he holds back from another 
person when he stays silent and does not cause harm, aside 
from the bad that he could cause to himself. On the other hand, 
he must also know that he can cause much good by speaking 
when he sees that a friend or a student needs to hear a good 
word and he does not stop his lips from speaking. 
To illustrate this point I will relate one story of thousands from 
which we can learn the great power of a good word and how far 
this can go. It once happened to someone living in Eretz Yisroel 
who received an envelope in the mail. Inside was an invitation 
to a wedding that will take place in the United States and he did 
not recognize the people making the Simcha, and to his 
surprise, attached was a ticket for the flight. 
 

 עת לחשות ועת לדבר
A time to be silent and a time to speak 

 


