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וזה אשר תעשה על המזבח, כבשים בני שנה שנים ליום “ 29:38

 ”תמיד

“This is what you shall offer on the Mizbe’ach; 

two sheep within their first year, every day, continually.”  The 

Torah just finished telling us about the inauguration of the 

Mishkan, and then immediately discusses one of the Korbonos 

which is to be brought twice daily, once in the morning and once 

at night, called the Tamid.  Many duties were performed in the 

Bais Hamikdash, from bringing various Korbonos, to lighting the 

Menorah, and the Kohen Godol performing the Avodah on Yom 

Hakippurim.  Why does the Torah single out here the Korbon 

Tamid, as if the entire purpose of the Mishkan was for this lone 

Korbon?   The following Divrei Torah will expound on this topic, 

and perhaps support the P’shat offered in the closing paragraph. 

“ 29:38 – אברבנאל  שנים כבשים בני שנה , וזה אשר תעשה על המזבח

 When the Torah mentions what was offered on the – ”ליום תמיד

Mizbe’ach, it only mentions the Korbon Tamid, but does not 

mention any of the other Korbonos.  Why is this so?  The Torah 

was concerned that people should not say that the Ribbono Shel 

Olam instilled within us the compulsion to sin, and commanded 

that a Mizbe’ach be built because He wants that the people 

should do Aveiros, and then do Teshuva.  This statement is false, 

for Hakodosh Boruch Hu only commanded that Korbonos be 

brought after Klal Yisroel did the Chet Ha’eigel.  When He saw 

the tendency of man is to sin, He prepared the remedy for their 

sins - Korbonos, with which they can achieve an atonement for 

their sins.  Therefore, after giving all of the guidelines for the 

construction of the Mizbe’ach and the selection of Kohanim, the 

Torah tells us that the primary purpose of the Mizbe’ach is not to 

atone for sins.  It would be better for one to have never sinned, 

and then he will not need to do Teshuva.  Rather, the purpose of 

the Mizbe’ach is the daily Tamid, which were not intended for 

the atonement of any sins, but simply as an expression of 

gratitude to Hashem for all of the good He did for His people.  

 This – ”וזה אשר תעשה על המזבח“ 29:38 - תוספות השלם 

Parshah is open; there is a space between this Parshah and the 

previous Parshah, for this is a different topic.  Until now the 

Torah was discussing the Milu’im, which was only for that time, 

and not for future generations.  Now, we are discussing the laws 

of the Korbon Tamid, which are applicable for future 

generations.   

 is the ”וזה“ – ”וזה אשר תעשה על המזבח“ 29:38 – מנורת המאור 

Gematria of 18, which corresponds to the Shemoneh Esrei (18) 

Brochos in Shemoneh Esrei.  This is to teach us that when we are 

not Zoche to have a Bais Hamikdash standing, Shemoneh Esrei 

stands in the place of the Korbonos.  

זכריה' ר   The Korbon – ”וזה אשר תעשה על המזבח“ 29:38 - 

consisted of meat, wine, and music.  That which is very good for 

one’s life source, the heart, is wine.  That which is very good for 

one’s Koach of habitual nature, the liver, is meat.  That which is 

very good for the Nefesh, whose source is in the mind, is the 

sweet sound of music.  Being that the totality of one’s Koach 

have delight from these things; the Korbon consists of these 

things.    

 Sheep are used for it is – ”כבשים“ 29:38 – ילקוט מדרש תימן 

 is from a ”כבשים“  .covers up, the sins of Klal Yisroel ,”מכבסין“

Loshon of covering.  There are two Korbon Tamid’s - one is to 

atone for sins by day, and one to atone for sins by night.   

“ 29:38 – רוקח  כבשים בני, על המזבח ” – The last letters of 

these words spell the word לחמי, My food, which refers to the 

Korbon Tamid.   

 The one sheep.”  In“ – ”את הכבש האחד“ 29:39 – בעל הטורים 

Parshas Pinchos 28:4, when discussing the Korbon Tamid, the 

Posuk says, “אחד”, without the ה' .  The Posuk says, “האחד”, here 

for it is the Gematria of 18, a Remez to the eighteen Brochos of 

Shemoneh Esrei, which were instituted to correspond to these 

Korbonos.  In Parshas Pinchos, the Torah says, “אחד”, which is the 

Gematria of 13, corresponding to the number of Kohanim who 

would take part in the Avodah of the Korbon Tamid at certain 

times, as it says in Meseches Yuma.   

שמשון רפאל הירש' ר   The – ”וזה אשר תעשה על המזבח“ 29:38 - 

preceding Posuk concludes the instructions for the construction 

and consecration of the Mishkan, as well as the induction of 

Aharon and his sons into Kehunah.  However, the fulfillment of 

these instructions itself is incapable of actualizing the promised 

goal of, “ בתוכם ושכנתי ועשו לי מקדש ” – ”You shall make for Me a 

Mikdash, and I will rest in it” – of the Shechina resting in the 

midst of Klal Yisroel.  This goal can only be attained by Klal 

Yisroel’s daily self dedication to the ideals of the Jewish mission 

embodied in the Mishkan.  Self dedication is expressed through 

the Korbon Tamid in the midst of the Mishkan.  Only such 

dedication will transform the Mishkan into the Dwelling Place of 

the Shechina.  These Pesukim, which come immediately after the 

construction and consecration of the Mishkan, describe the 

realization of the purpose of the Mishkan.  The establishment of 

the Mikdash does not in and of itself achieve this purpose, but 

only affords the possibility and the opportunity for its 

achievement.  The purpose is only attained if the Mishkan 

becomes vital and dynamic through the constant acts of self 

dedication performed by Klal Yisroel.  This is the meaning of the 

Korbon Tamid: Klal Yisroel’s unceasing devotion to the ideas of 

Hashem’s Torah, ideals for which the Mishkan was erected and 

whose attainment is the Mishkan’s purpose.  

 The Roshei Taivos of -  ”שנים ליום תמיד“ 29:38 – רבינו אפרים 

these words are, “תשל” – which is the Gematria of 730.  There 

are 730 Temidin which are brought in a year – 365 days a year, 

twice a day, is equal to 730. Tehillim 92:3 “ בבקר חסדך ואמונתך  להגיד

 To relate in the dawn Your kindness, and Your“ – ”בלילות

faithfulness in the nights.”  We bring a Korbon Tamid when the 

sun rises, and one when the sun sets.   

“ 29:38 - באר משה  כבשים בני שנה שנים , וזה אשר תעשה על המזבח

תמידליום  ” – Tanna D’vei Eliyahu 86 – On that day that Avrohom 

bound his son Yitzchok in preparation of bringing him as a 

Korbon to Hashem, Hakodosh Boruch Hu was Mesaken two 

sheep: one in the morning and one at night, as it says in the 

Posuk, “ ה בבקראת הכבש האחד תעש ”.  When Klal Yisroel bring 

Korbonos on the Mizbe’ach, Hakodosh Boruch Hu remembers 

the Akeidas Yitzchok.  For Hakodosh Boruch Hu to remember the 

Akeidas Yitzchok, one does not even need to bring a Korbon, 

reading the Posuk alone accomplishes it as well.   A sheep 

represents Mesiras Nefesh, as it says in Koheles Rabbah 3, on the 

Posuk in Yechezkel 34:31 “ צאני צאן מרעיתי אדם אתם ואתן ” – “Now, 
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you are My sheep, the sheep of My pasture, you are man.”  Just 

as a sheep stretches out its neck to be Shechted, so do the 

Tzaddikim – as it says in Tehillim 44:23 “ נחשבנו , כי עליך הרגנו כל היום

 Because for Your sake we are killed, all day long we“ – ”כצאן טבחה

are considered as sheep for slaughter.”  Therefore, Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu was Mesaken two sheep to be Meramez the purpose 

of the Korbonos, and that is Mesiras Nefesh.    

 Because there – ”וזה אשר תעשה על המזבח“ 29:38 - בכור שור 

was a command to build a Mizbe’ach, the Torah now says what 

should be done with it – the Korbon Tamid should be brought on 

it.  

ומאמדרש תנח   – Terumah 10 – “ שמעלה ', העולה'דלכך נקרא מזבח 

 That is why the Mizbe’ach is called the Mizbe’ach – ”אותם

Ha’olah, for the Mizbe’ach elevates it.  The bringing of Korbonos 

upon the Mizbe’ach is not what effects a Kapparah.  Rather the 

main part that effects the atonement is the Mizbe’ach.  The 

Korbonos are just brought either to prepare the Mizbe’ach, or as 

a remembrance – to refresh, the Bris between Hakodosh Boruch 

Hu and Avrohom Avinu, which was performed with animals.  

Hakodosh Boruch Hu made a Bris with Klal Yisroel, so that they 

can achieve atonement for their sins – although the way to 

achieve that Kapparah is through the actual Mizbe’ach.   

 Why is the – ”וזה אשר תעשה על המזבח“ 29:38 - חכמת התורה 

word, “וזה”, necessary here, and additionally, why is there a ו'  in 

front of the word זה, connecting this Parsha to what was stated 

previously?  Before the inauguration of the Mishkan, there were 

the עת ימי המלואיםשב , the seven days to practice the Avodah in the 

Mishkan.  The bringing of the Korbonos during these seven days 

was a preparation for the Mizbe’ach.  The Torah connects these 

seven days to the bringing of the Korbon Tamid and says, “וזה,” 

and this as well is the same thing.  The bringing of the Korbon 

Tamid was the same as the seven days of practice; it was all to 

prepare the Mizbe’ach so that Klal Yisroel could achieve a 

Kapparah.  

 Why is it – ”ואתה תצוה את בני ישראל“ 27:20 – עוד יוסף חי 

necessary for the word, “ואתה”, “and you”, when we know that 

we are speaking about Moshe and Moshe, was giving over the 

command to Klal Yisroel?  Additionally, why is there a ו'  at the 

beginning of the word – what is the connection to the preceding 

Posuk?  Here is a Remez to the greatness of Moshe, that he was 

like five men.  When he gave a command to Klal Yisroel, it was a 

command coming from five Tzaddikim, Nevi’im.  It says in the 

Ben Ish Chai – Shemos 32:1 “כי זה משה האיש” – “For this man 

Moshe,” – The Eirav Rav knew that there was an opening for 

Aharon to argue with them when they wanted to make the Eigel.  

Aharon may have said to them, why do you need an Eigel to 

replace Moshe, I will take the place of Moshe.  They therefore 

prepared their answer to this question. The first answer is that it 

is not possible for Aharon, or anyone else for that matter, to fill 

the place of Moshe, for no Navi ever reached the level of Moshe 

Rabbeinu.  All of the Nevi’im had Nevuah with, “כה”, while Moshe 

had Nevuah with, “זה”, which was a much higher level.  Shemos 

16:16 “ 'זה הדבר אשר צוה ד ” – Moshe had Nevuah with “זה”- that 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu spoke from within Moshe’s throat.  A 

second answer, is that Moshe was so great that he was 

comparable to five men.  He was a Gilgul of Hevel and Shais, and 

he was also Noach and the son of Noach, Sheim.  Sha’ar 

Hagilgulim: Hakdamah 34 – Shemos 33:12 “וגם מצאתי חן בעיני 

 I shall know you by name, and you have found“ – ”ידעתיך בשם

favor in My eye” – “בשם” – refers to Sheim Ben Noach.  “ תי וגם מצא

 We see that  .חן which is the letters of ,נח this refers to – ”חן בעיני

Moshe was four great Nevi’im plus himself, for a total of five 

great men.  “כי זה משה האיש”  - Because Moshe had Nevuah with 

איש' ה – ”האיש“ he was – ”זה“  – five men.  Klal Yisroel heard the 

Mitzvos of the Torah from five men – there can be no 

comparison to this.  The connection of the ו'  in the word ואתה to 

the previous word – “נחשת” – which is “נח” and “שת”.  The Torah 

is saying that Noach and Shais, along with “אתה”  –  you – 

referring to משה, which is the Roshei Taivos for שם הבל , משה .  You 

Moshe, who represented himself, along with four other great 

people, is who gave the Torah over to Klal Yisroel.  That is why 

there is Chamisha Chumshei Torah, five books of the Torah, 

K’neged the binding of these five people, who were the 

intermediary between Hakodosh Boruch Hu and Klal Yisroel in 

the giving of the Torah.   

אלא כלא ברזא עלאה “ – ”ואתה תצוה את בני ישראל“ 27:20 - זוהר 

לאכללא שכינתא בהדיה, איהו ” – Every time the Torah uses the word 

 a great secret.  This word was used here in order ,סוד גדול is a ואתה

to include Hakodosh Boruch Hu with Moshe.  The Shechina is 

called, “אתה”, which is the Sod of the world that is revealed.  

Hakodosh Boruch Hu said to Moshe, ואתה, you should go, with 

the Shechina, and tell Klal Yisroel all of these commands.   

עוד טעם על שנקרא “ – Meseches Tamid 11 – מעשה רוקח 

 There are two Temidin which are brought – ”המסכת תמיד בלשון יחיד

daily; one by day and one by night.  Why is the Mesechta called 

in a singular tense, תמיד and not תמידין, which would seem to be 

more appropriate because there were two?  This is to teach us 

that in the future, when we will Zoche to have the third Bais 

Hamikdash, there will only be one Korbon Tamid daily.  As the 

ק"רד  says in Yechezkel 46:13 “וכבש בן שנתו תמים” – “You shall 

prepare a sheep in its first year,”  - This refers to the Korbon 

which is brought every day, as it says in the Torah, “ הכבש אחד

 This is a Chiddush that it only mentions the Tamid by  .”תעשה בבקר

day, which tells us that in the future, we will only bring the 

Korbon Tamid of the morning. 

 Perhaps now we can understand why the Torah singled 

out the Mitzvah of bringing the Korbon Tamid, immediately after 

discussing all of the details of the Mishkan, and the  שבעת ימי

איםהמילו . What was the purpose of the Mishkan?  Its ultimate 

goal was to bring Klal Yisroel close to Hakodosh Boruch Hu, or 

more accurately, have Klal Yisroel perform actions that will bring 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu closer to them.  While the Korbon Tamid 

may have been able to effect a Kapparah for Klal Yisroel, the 

main purpose was recognizing the Mizbe’ach, which stood for 

Klal Yisroel sacrificing themselves for the sake of Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu, like by Akeidas Yitzchok.  Moshe Rabbeinu may have 

represented a total of five great individuals, but greater than all 

of that was that he had Hakodosh Boruch Hu with him.  We must 

constantly strive to have Hakodosh Boruch Hu with us, and yearn 

for that time when we will be Zoche to bring that lone Korbon 

Tamid.  May we be Zoche to have Hakodosh Boruch Hu with us 

always, and be Zoche to see the building of the Bais Hamikdash, 
 !במהרה בימינו אמן


