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 טיב המערכת

The power of tears – כח הדמעות 
It is told regarding HaRav HaKadosh Rebbe Bunim of P’shischa zy”a, 
who came to HaRav HaKadosh the ‘Chozeh of Lublin’ zy”a on Erev 
Rosh Hashanah to receive a blessing for the new year. The ‘Chozeh’ 
blessed him as he requested, but to his surprise he added on and 
said: “You should know that I foresee that this year will be a very 
difficult year for you in terms of a livelihood, and you will lose all 
your money, and you will not be left with anything!” 
As the Rebbe predicted – so it was! From month to month HaRav 
HaKadosh R’ Bunim lost more of his holdings until he could not 
support his household. 
In his distress, he decided to set out on a long journey, looking for 
odd jobs, perhaps his luck will change with the change of locale, but 
even this did not work out well for him, and he had no success in 
anything that he attempted to do. 
One night, when he was in a foreign country, he considered his 
situation and saw that he was at the end of his rope, and with a 
bitter soul, his eyes began to flow with tears. Through his tears he 
asked from the depths of his heart that Heaven should have mercy 
on him, to extend to him a material abundance, so that he could 
return home and bring sustenance to his children. 
The next day, he packed his things and began his trip home, reliant 
and confident on the help from Hashem. And so, on that day, a 
messenger came to him on behalf of a lady from his hometown who 
wanted to hire him for a handsome fee. But, the Rebbe R’ Bunim, 
who was just now returning from a terrible exile and sought some 
sort of livelihood, mustered the courage to respond to the 
messenger that he did not wish to work as an ordinary worker, 
rather, he wanted to share in the profits. 
That woman, who knew how dire the situation was in his house, was 
confused; yes, the situation of the Rav was very difficult, and how was it 
possible that he was not interested in working for some income? Not only 
that, but he wanted to be an equal partner in the business, while he was 
not investing anything in the partnership. This is how she went about 
thinking to herself, until finally she agreed to take the Rav as ‘partner’ and 
to divide the profits equally between them. 
Of course, R’ Bunim became wealthy again, and when he went to visit his 
Rav the ‘Chozeh’ and he related all that had happened, his Rav replied: ‘The 
decree was fulfilled, however, ‘the Gate of Tears is never locked’ and this 
supplied him with a new abundance, which was not set in place beforehand. 
From this incident we see the extent of the power of tears which help even 
after the decree is in, still, we must know that this is more efficient one hour 
before the decree and as we are standing on the day of the birthday of the 
world, it is incumbent on the person to arouse tears as he prays for his soul 
and for his family, and to raise the glory of Israel, and in this merit we should 
merit a year of salvation and mercy. 

 

 טיב ההשגחה
חותזוכר הנשכ-אדון הסליחות   

Master of Selichos-Remember the Forgotten 
Twenty-five unanswered calls greeted me after a siyum party for the students 
in Talmud Torah, twenty of them were from a distinguished learned, upstanding 
man whom I had a slight connection with, I immediately called the number back 
hoping that everything was all right. He was glad that I returned his call and 
from the outset I apologized that I did not have my cell phone on during the 
siyum, but he got right to the point: “I urgently need your help, there is an 
organization that arranges a day of fun every year for cancer children and their 
families to relieve some of the pressure that the families live with all year long. 
The program includes a special speech given by me after a sumptuous dinner… 
unfortunately, I can’t make it and I need a replacement!!! I cannot disappoint 
the children and their families who have been waiting for this moment!!!” 
I was surprised by the request and I said: “How am I connected to the matter, 
at most I tell nice stories to little children, but to engage children and their 
entire families is not my area of expertise!!!” He insisted and asked repeatedly 
that I do my best and whatever will be, will be!!! I repeatedly tried to refuse 
with the fear that I am not the right person for this, but through his pleading, 
he sent a taxi for me to bring me from my home to the event in a hall in another 
city and to take me back home as well in addition to a nice sum for my trouble. 
After much pleading, I agreed and within two hours the taxi arrived to take me 
to the event. Because of the rush, I forgot all the stories that I am well-versed 
in, I tried to remember one story but everything was jumbled because of the 
fear of embarrassment that I was about to do in front of the crowd. I was still 
davening and asking Hashem to help me when the driver told me: “Rabbi, 
please, we have reached the hall!!!” 
I got out of the taxi gripped with fear, but with an attachment to Hashem that 
He help me and have pity on the holy crowd, and that He put words in my 
mouth. As I entered the beautiful hall a man approached me and said: “Are you 
the substitute speaker?! Welcome!! I hope you are as good as the regular 
speaker!!!” Now, my legs began trembling because they expected me to be as 
good as the usual speaker. He said to me: “Come up to the podium!” I had never 
heard the word podium and I assumed this meant go up on the stage… on the 
stage I saw a whole orchestra set up with dozens of musicians playing all sorts 
of instruments, still dazzled by the spectacle, a man shook my hand and 
introduced himself as the conductor, urgently asking me what music do I want 
to accompany my speech?!” 
I did not understand what he wanted from me, musical accompaniment to a 
speech?! I never heard of anything like this!!! I told him to choose any song that 
he wanted and it was fine with me. He got annoyed and explained while 
restraining his anger: “I don’t choose!!! You tell me which melodies to play for 
the parts of your speech!!!” I again told him to pick songs and he said that he 
doesn’t do that, he just leads!!! I was already scared out of my mind and just 
tried to cling to Hashem that He have mercy on me and help me and if He put 
me here then He will surely help me. I thought to myself, Master of the World, 
I don’t know a story as everything is hidden from me and now he wants to know 
what song to play. I turned to him and calmly said: “I am a different kind of 
speaker, I always adapt to music, not the music to me. I have a special talent of 
adapting to melodies.” He must have realized that he is dealing with a strange 
bird. The music began to play and I stood at the podium. - continued in Ha’azinu 

English Edition 
Rosh Hashanah 5778 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HaRav HaKadosh Rebbe Aharon HaGadol of Karlin zy”a, when he went 
up to lead the congregation for Shacharis of Rosh Hashanah, he would 
open his mouth with strength and awe to say ך'-ל-מ-'ה , anxiety 
gripped him with fear until he felt weak. Some time would pass before 
he regained his composure and he would continue with the service of 
holy prayer. After davening when they would ask him why he had felt 
weak? He replied that when he began to say 'המלך' the famous words 
of the Gemara (Gittin 56a) passed before his eyes where it relates that 
Rebbe Yochanan ben Zakai called Vespasian Caesar–“King”. Vespasian 
asked Rebbe Yochanan: “If I am a king, why did you not come to me 
until today?!” “If you truly accept me as king, then why have you not 
come before me until now?!” HaRav HaKadosh continued and said: 
‘When I remembered this pointed question a great fear fell upon me, 
as we are asked this same question when we come before Hashem 
Yisbarach calling Him ‘The King’, that if we are really accepting Him as 
King, then have we not mentioned this before now? Where have we 
been until now?’ 
We learn from this incident that the coronation of Hashem Yisbarach 
in the world is not a small thing, rather there are deep concepts 
hidden in this, and if by Rebbe Aharon HaGadol, who kept (Tehillim 
 I have set Hashem before me always’ at‘ – 'שויתי ה' לנגדי תמיד' (16:8
every moment throughout the year, the word 'המלך' caused him to 
shudder from the fear and splendor of Hashem, then what can we say 
to the pointed question: “If I am King, why have you not called Me this 
until now?!” Where have we been until now?! 

 להתוודע ולהגלות כי הוא מלך על כל הארץ

To make known and reveal that He is King of the entire world 
This is the service of Rosh Hashanah, the Kingship, to reveal and 
inform ourselves and to all who come into the world, ‘For the kingdom 
is Yours and You will reign for all eternity in glory’. On this exalted day 
– the day of coronation – we appoint Hashem Yisbarach as King over 
us and over the whole world and it is up to everyone – whatever his 
situation is – to coronate Hashem Yisbarach. We say as one in the 
Tefillah of the day during Mussaf, “Reign over the entire universe in 
Your glory; be exalted over all the world in Your splendor, reveal 
Yourself in the majestic grandeur of Your strength over all the dwellers 
of Your inhabited world. Let everything that has been made know that 
You are its Maker, let everything that has been molded understand 
that You are its Molder, and let everything with a life’s breath in its 
nostrils proclaim: ‘Hashem, the G-d of Israel, is King, and His Kingship 
rules over everything.”  
It is known that there are four worlds, one above the other, and the 
order from bottom to top is עשיה, יצירה, בריאה ואצילות – It is brought 
in the Sifrei Chachmas HaEmes (based on the siddur of the Ari 
HaKadosh – Rosh Hashanah 63,2) that this Tefillah alludes to these 
four worlds: “let everything that is made know that You are its Maker” 
hints to the world of 'עשיה' – ‘performance’ - the lowest of all. In it 
only the ‘awareness’ of the Kingdom of Hashem Yisbarach is relevant. 
“Let everything that has been molded know that You are its Molder” 
alludes to 'יצירה' – ‘formation’ - a bit higher where there is also 
‘understanding’ - and inner feeling. “And let everything with a life’s 
breath in its nostrils proclaim” alludes to the world of 'בריאה' – 
‘creation’ - where Kingship is felt and one can articulate knowledge 
and understanding. “And His Kingship rules over everything” alludes 
to the world of 'אצילות' – ‘emanation’ - in which Hashem Yisbarach 
reveals His Holiness and He reigns and rules with total control over all 
the creation, even the encrustations which bend and break before His 
mighty strength. 

Each according to his level – כל אחד לפום דרגא דיליה 
Additionally, these four worlds are four levels in the personal service of 
Hashem Yisbarach of each and every one. This teaches that whatever 
level a person finds himself at, whether he finds himself in the world of 
 which is lower than the other worlds, or whether he coronates עשיה
Hashem at the higher levels of יצירה, בריאה ואצילות, he must constantly 
be aware that “His Kingship rules over everything”, that Hashem 
Yisbarach is the King, the Maker, the Doer and the Creator and there is 
only Him. It is the person who is nothing, and anything that he thinks he 
is doing is only the compassion of Hashem for him, as He gives him the 
ability and the tools to serve Him with a full heart. When it is revealed 
that Hashem Yisbarach is the “King of the entire world”, the faith should 
be clear and revealed, and everyone should realize that whatever level 
a person finds himself in, is the will of Hashem Yisbarach Who brought 
him to that level. 
This service allows people to differentiate from one another as pointed 
out by the Ari HaKadosh. There are some in the ‘World of Performance’ 
– they work to increase their bread. There are some in the ‘World of 
Formation’ – they are learners. This helps to explain their different 
levels so that each person according to his level and situation that he 
finds himself in coronates Hashem Yisbarach through all his actions. 
This is the meaning of 'וידע כל פעול כי אתה פעלתו' – ‘Let everything that 
has been made know that You are its Maker’ – even someone at a lower 
level than עשיה can instill within him the awareness that Hashem 
Yisbarach made everything. 'ויבין כל יצור' – ‘Let everything that has been 
molded understand’ – one who has already been formed which is a 
higher level, will also understand 'כי אתה יצרתו' – ‘that You are its 
Molder’, that everything is from Hashem Yisbarach. Each higher level 
can coronate Hashem Yisbarach through a higher level of 
understanding and feeling. 

 מהות ההמלכה שיקבל עליו את עול המלכות בשלמות
Essence of coronation is completely accepting the yoke of the King 

However, in truth it must be emphasized that from the point of view of 
HaKadosh Baruch Hu coronation as King must be absolute without 
deviation, any fault in the Kingship comes from us – from the power of 
our bad deeds, for through these deeds we have thrown off His yoke 
from upon our necks and we have caused a deficiency in the Kingship, 
that is, the deficiency stems from the royal family and not from the King 
Whose Kingship is unchanging. This is our service on Rosh Hashanah, to 
replace the Yoke of kingship to where it had been previously. 
We must understand unequivocally that the essence of the Kingship is 
absolute, in other words, it is not enough to say that one is coronating 
the King, as the King is standing in all His glory according to all the 
customs of the Kingdom, for then it is easy to praise and glorify all the 
things that He has done for him throughout his lifetime, rather, he must 
be willing and prepared to fulfill His will and keep His statutes just for 
the sake of His Kingship, or otherwise we find that there is no Kingship 
but only giving lip service to the Kingship which is darkness. 

בהווה –ה' אלקי ישראל 'מלך'   
Hashem the G-d of Israel ‘is King’ – in the present tense 

The meaning of this becomes clear when we analyze the meaning of the 
words ‘Let everything that has been made know that You are its Maker, 
let everything that has been molded understand that You are its 
Molder’ and we must understanding what we are saying, for when we 
praise and glorify the deeds of our G-d, we describe it in the past tense, 
‘that has been made, that has been formed’, however, when we 
combine this with Kingship we say: ‘Let everything with a life’s breath 
in its nostrils proclaim: “Hashem, the G-d of Israel is King, and His 
Kingship rules over everything.” “Rules” in the present tense and not 
“ruled” in the past tense. Why the difference in tenses? Rather, the 
teaching is that the main proclamation is that Hashem Yisbarach is our 
King – Now – in the present and we accept His Kingship upon ourselves 
 

פרשהטיב ה  
 ובו תנשא מלכותיך

On it Your Kingship will be exalted 



 

‘now’ wholeheartedly, and not just lip service, rather by 
unequivocally accepting the yoke of His Kingship. 
This is why Chazal did not establish personal requests for individual 
needs in the Tefilla of Rosh Hashanah, despite that HaKadosh 
Baruch Hu is sitting today on His Throne of Judgment and declaring 
who will live and who will die. Also, all the sustenance for the person 
is allotted on Rosh Hashanah and this should be the most 
opportune time for personal requests. Furthermore, there is more 
necessity on this day than all year long when we ask daily for, 
knowledge, health, sustenance, and so on. Only after that do we 
turn and request for the Glory of the Shechina, ‘For Your city of 
Yerushalayim’, ‘The offspring of Dovid’ etc.so why didn’t establish 
to request personal needs while HaKadosh Baruch Hu is sitting on 
His Throne of Judgment and determining his portion for the whole 
year? However, according to what we have been saying we can now 
well understand the reason for this, for when things are relevant to 
the Kingship of Hashem the person has nothing in the world at all, 
except for the Kingship of Hashem Yisbarach in the world. A 
person’s attention is focused on one thing, and what is that? ‘And 
so, too Hashem instill Your awe upon all your works… to do Your 
will wholeheartedly’, ‘Rule over the whole world with Your Glory’, 
this is our approach, although rightfully it is permissible for a person 
to request his needs on Rosh Hashanah, but how can one 
concentrate on this when he has nothing but Hashem Himself. 

י-ד-לתקן עולם במלכות ש  
To correct the world with the Kingship of G-d 

We still have to explain and clarify how Kingship was handed over 
to man. There is no Tzaddik [righteous individual] who has only 
done good and has not sinned, and in his heart, he knows how he 
has sinned over the course of the year and how he has transgressed 
to his Maker, and now he comes to coronate Hashem as King? This 
seems as chutzpa [insolent], if a person sins to a king he would not 
be so insolent to come to the king and discuss Kingship with him, 
for example, in this country you should do this and this to run your 
kingdom, and this is how you should rule in your kingdom, he would 
be thought to be quite insolent. Not only have you sinned to the 
king but then you tell the king how to do things!? How is it that after 
an entire year that you have not acted properly before HaKadosh 
Baruch Hu, and Rosh Hashanah comes we acknowledge before 
Yisbarach, and we say to Him, “Rule over the entire world in Your 
Glory”, is this the proper way to act? 
Indeed, if we consider the essence and root of the slight caused by 
the sin, we see what emerges is a deficit in the Kingship of י-ד-ש . 
Every kingdom has a set of rules and regulations that all the subjects 
of the kingdom must abide by, obeying them is the power of the 
monarchy. Conversely, disobedience shows weakness of the 
monarchy and a deficiency in the governing of the subjects of the 
kingdom. According to this explanation we can understand that 
when one sins before Hashem Yisbarach it is as if he is harming the 
Kingdom, with his actions he shows that the Kingdom of Heaven 
does not apply to him and he is not obligated in the mitzvos of 
Hashem. With his transgression, he pushes away the legs of the 
Shechina. Now we can understand quite well the reason for our 
many requests in these days for the Kingship of Hashem, for when 
we declare the Kingship, and all those that came into the world 
recognize and realize that Hashem is the G-d, all the flaws in the 
Kingdom caused by the sins will be corrected by itself, for when the 
Kingship is complete, all our sins and transgressions are cast away.  

Then, He will rule alone Above over the whole world, that is, that we do 
not have advice and suggestions for the Creator Yisbarach Shemo, rather, 
our will is that He correct the world with the Kingship of י-ד-ש . 

מעשיו לשם שמים שיהיו כל-אמרו לפני מלכיות כדי שתמליכוני עליכם  
State Kingship before Me to coronate Me over you – 
That one’s deeds should be for the sake of Heaven 

Here the son asks: “How can I – of poor knowledge – without higher 
achievements and not having attained high levels, actually coronate 
Hashem over me?” We answer him very simply, Chazal have said (Rosh 
Hashanah 16a) “HaKadosh Baruch Hu said to Israel: Recite Kingship before 
Me in order to accept My Sovereignty upon yourselves”, that is, every 
action that a person does his intent should be for the sake of Heaven, to 
know the purpose of his creation, and what his obligation is in the world. 
This was not stated just for the needs of Heaven, rather, on the contrary, 
even his bodily needs which he must take care of, he should keep in mind 
that that he is doing it for the satisfaction of the Creator Yisbarach Shemo 
and for the needs of the One on High and not like a horse or a mule. 
The words of Rabeinu, the Ramchal in ‘Mesilas Yesharim’ (last chapter) 
enlightens our eyes regarding this: “The general principle of the matter, 
regarding sanctity the person must cling to his G-d, to the extent that 
every deed that he does Yisbarach will not separate or move from him. 
His mundane matters that he must take care of will rise although he 
descends from his clinging and elevation by doing mundane things. This 
happens when his wisdom and understanding are always set in the 
Greatness of Yisbarach, and His loftiness and His holiness, until he finds 
that he is grouped with the Celestial Angels while he is still actually in this 
world, and I have already said that a person cannot do this on his own, 
rather he must work on this.” 

אחד ושמו אחדיעידון יגידון כולם כאחד ה'   
Let them all be numbered as one Hashem is One and His Name is One 

The main thing is that everyone should try to coronate Hashem Yisbarach 
over all his deeds as much as he can, and in whatever he does he sees 
Hashem Yisbarach standing before his eyes as Dovid HaMelech sated 
(Tehillim 16:8) ויתי ה' לנגדי תמיד'ש  –‘I have set Hashem before me always’. 
This is how Rabeinu the Ramah in Shulchan Aruch (se’if 1) rules: “I have 
set Hashem before me always”, this is a major general principle in the 
Torah and the elevations of the righteous who go before Hashem, the 
sitting, movements, concerns when the person is alone in his house are 
not like the sitting, movements, concerns when he is before the Great 
King and his speech and conduct when he is with his family and relatives 
is not like that before the King. Certainly, when he contemplates that the 
Great King, HaKadosh Baruch Hu, Whose Glory fills the entire world stands 
over him and sees his deeds as it states (Yirmiyah 23:24)  אם יסתר איש'

נאם ה'' במסתרים ואני לא אראנו  – ‘Can a man hide in concealments and I 
not see him? – the word of Hashem’, fear and awe of Hashem Yisbarach 
will reach him and he will always be ashamed. 
This was the service of the righteous and the holy who would coronate 
Hashem Yisbarach over their deeds and ways until their existence testified 
to the Kingship. It is told regarding HaRav HaKadosh Rebbe Shniur Zalman 
of Laadi zy”a, author of ‘Tanya’, when he was by his Rav HaRav HaKadosh 
the Maggid of Mezritch zy”a, and the Maggid finished his Tefilla on the 
night of Rosh Hashanah but the Baal Tanya had not, the Maggid waited 
until he finished and the students were perturbed that the Rebbe waited 
for the younger student. The Rebbe said, ‘Let everything that has been 
made know its Maker’, he would not move from his shtender until it knew 
its Maker. We learn that we must serve Hashem with all our hearts to 
coronate Hashem Yisbarach on all our deeds then spread the Glory of His 
Kingship over the entire world for the Kingship is His in all His Glory. 

 


