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And you shall speak to the rock (20:8). 

The Medrash says (Yalkut 763) that when a young child misbehaves, his 

father hits him. When he gets older, his father uses word to discipline him. 

Similarly, Hashem told Moshe Rabbeinu when this rock was ‘small’ (the 

Jewish people were at an earlier stage see Shemos 17:8) you hit the rock. 

However, now – you should speak to the rock.  

The Zera Shimshon explains this Medrash in the following manner: 

As is well known, the Torah is compared to water. The Zera Shimshon 

understands that the story of the hitting of the rock holds within it a lesson 

about learning Torah. 

Hashem made a covenant with us over the Oral Torah (Gittin 60b). The 

Yerushalmi (Pe’ah 2:4) says that the Oral words (of Torah) and more beloved 

than the written ones. However, in other places it seems the covenant is one 

rooted in a promise of punishment (if we veer from the Torah), not one only 

based in love. This is represented by the way the Torah was given – with fire 

and thunder. And yet in many pessukim and Talmudic teachings there is a 

clear implication of the great love through which Hashem gave us the Torah. 

To explain this, the Zera Shimshon brings the Gemara (Pesachim 68b) 

where R’ Sheshes said, “Rejoice my soul, for your sake I learn”. The Gemara 

asks that how can R’ Sheshes say this. Don’t we know that if not for Torah 

learning the world would cease to exist? (Thus, R’ Sheshes’s learning wasn’t 

for himself?) The Gemara explains that in the beginning of one’s learning, he 

does it for himself and later he comes to do it for the sake of Hashem. 

Therefore, the covenant binding the Jewish people to the Torah that 

seems to be one of judgment, is only for the individual who is learning for his 

own sake. However, when one learns for the sake of Hashem, his covenant is 

one of love. 

The whole episode of Moshe Rabbeinu hitting the stone to bring out its 

waters is a hint to the Torah. In fact, the Medrash says that the words that 

Hashem commanded Moshe Rabbeinu to say to the rock to bring forth its 

waters were words of Mishna! As well, the Megaleh Amukos writes (74) that 

had Moshe Rabbeinu spoken to the rock as opposed to hitting it, there would 

have not been any of the subsequent arguments in halacha that exist today. 

This is the reason that Hashem told Moshe Rabbeinu that this scenario 

of the lack of water is different than the one earlier in the Jewish people’s 

history. Since at this point, the Jewish people had grown in their attachment 

to Torah and hitting the rock to bring out its waters (which represents Torah) 

symbolizes the beginner’s way of rebuke. Hashem wanted Moshe Rabbeinu 

to speak to the rock since that is the stage that the Jewish people where at - 

their covenant was one of love. 
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Chukas 
The Zera Shimshon, Rav Shimshon 
Chaim ben Rav Nachmon Michoel 
Nachmani, was born in 5467 
(1706/1707) into an illustrious 
family with great Rabbinical 
lineage. He studied the revealed and 
concealed parts of the Torah by the 
Torah greats of his day.  

He served as Rav of Modena, Pisa, 
Sayna and Rigyov, Italy, and was 
recognized as a holy and pious 
individual, as well as a tremendous 
Torah scholar in all areas of Torah. 
He passed away on the 6th of Elul 
5539 (1779). 

His Seforim were named, Toldos 
Shimshon (The ‘Offspring’ of 
Shimshon) on Pirkei Avos and Zera 
Shimshon (The ‘Seed’ of 
Shimshon) on the Parshi’os of the 
Torah. In his introduction, he 
explains that since his only son had 
died during his lifetime, he wrote 
his Seforim to perpetuate his own 
memory after his passing. 

The following is his passionate 
request to learn his works.  

“I implore of you with ten terms of 
supplication to choose from my 
Chiddushim (novella) the piece that 
finds favor in your eyes, for your 
learning will sooth my soul etc… 

“This righteousness will stand by 
you forever – to ‘eat’ in this world, 
and be satiated in the next. In this 
merit, Hashem will repay you with 
children, health and sustenance. 

“…and now my brothers and 
friends etc. do a true kindness, and 
with your eyes you will see children 
and grandchildren surrounding 
your table, houses filled with all 
that is good, wealth and honor will 
not cease from your children…” 

 לזכר נשמת
ל"צז מיכאל ב רב נחמ שמשו� חיי� רבינו  

א"יעז הזרע שמשו�בעל   
ר שיתקיימו בנו ברכותיו של אותו צדיק"ויה  

signup & dedications – zerashimshon@gmail.com 

 לזכר נשמת
 יעקב יצחק ב� שושנה אסתר

 לרפואה שלימה
 רוני דינה בת סימי
 דוד ב� שרה

 לזווג הגו� במהרה
 אלישבע נעמי בת רחל

 להצלחת
ר נחו� צבי בו רחל ומשפחתו"הג  

 


