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Now You Know 
To many, the month of Elul is a 
somber one, with fears of upcoming 

judgment in the Days of Awe on 
people’s minds. But it needn’t be this 
way. 

Elul is an acronym for the words, “Ani 

L’dodi V’dodi Li,” I am devoted to my 
Beloved, and He is [greatly] devoted 
to me.” Found in Shir HaShirim, these 
words represent the love affair 

between the Jewish People and 
HaShem. 

To the untrained eye, Shir HaShirim 
seems almost lustful, but our Sages 
teach us that if all scriptures are holy, 
Shir HaShirim is the holy of holies.  

Just as the Holy of Holies is off-limits 
to anyone but the Kohain Gadol, the 
relationship of Klal Yisrael and 
HaShem is one upon which no other 
nation can impinge. 

Just as Shir HaShirim follows the 
allegorical tale of a young maiden 
seeking her beloved beau, Elul, which 

bears the Zodiacal sign of 
Besula/Virgo – a young maiden – is a 
time for us to enjoy the breathless 
quest to find our Beloved (G-d) and 
be caught up in His embrace. 

This is not a time to be sad and 
fearful, but to be excited, happy and 
optimistic.  

We must be confident that when we 
find HaShem and connect with Him, 

He will protect us from all our 
detractors and because of His love for 
us, He will purify us and bless us with 
a sweet New Year.  

Thought of the week: 

We see G-d all the time; we 
just don’t recognize Him. 

(UY:ZY) „...WYQLA ÂH TA HARYL DMLY IEML WYYX YMY LK WB ARQW WME HTYHW‰  
“And it shall be with him and he shall read from it all the days of his life so 
that he shall learn to fear HaShem his G-d...”(Devarim 17:19) 
Unlike the Constitution of a country which a president or prime minister is sworn to uphold, 
the Jewish king’s responsibility is to uphold the Torah of G-d, something far beyond any 
document written by mortal man. 

The king had a special mitzvah to write his own Sefer Torah. He had to have two, one 
which he carried with him and one which he put in safekeeping. Even if he inherited two 
from his father, he had a special obligation to write or commission a Torah of his own. 

Then, he was to read from it each day, as our posuk tells us, “so he shall learn to fear G-d.” 
If the point was to read the Torah, why couldn’t he use an existing one? And if he had 
already come to fear HaShem, why would he need to study the Torah every single day for 
that purpose? Perhaps he had an obligation to study Torah, but what about the stated 
intent: that he “learn to fear G-d”? 

The Ramban comments that “it shall be with him” literally refers to the above-referenced 
Torah which he had an obligation to write. In truth, however, says the Ramban, what is 
supposed to be with him is the Torah itself; the wisdom and will of HaShem conveyed to 
Moshe at Sinai. 

One way to ensure that the king will keep the spirit of Torah with him is to require him to 
write one for himself. By doing so, he makes a public statement that he values the Torah 
and believes in what it says. In order not to go back on this statement, he will, in fact, 
reiterate his dedication to Torah. Then, when things happen that must be seen through the 
prism of Torah, that is how he will see them. He is utilizing his own pride and desire not to 
seem wishy-washy or weak to strengthen his commitment to Torah. 

By studying the Torah, a person comes to an appreciation of how HaShem looks at the 
world and how He wants us to view it as well. He sees in the Torah how HaShem guides us 
each day (see Sforno) and he uses that understanding to see G-d’s hand in the world today.  

The word for fear, ‘yirah,’ can also mean to see. By studying the Torah each day, 
something which he has publicly declared is meaningful to him, one will begin to see 
HaShem and His actions in everything. When that happens, then he will be very careful to 
guard all the words of the Torah, and uphold the performance of its statutes. 

This is the mission of a Jewish king, so he must do what it takes to keep him on track. Of 
course, we are all “b’nai melachim,” princes and princesses, charged with the same duty, 
so we should make every effort to ensure that each day we are growing in our knowledge 
and recognition of HaShem, His Torah, and the Divine fingerprints which He leaves over all 
His creation for us to find. 

When R’ Paysach Krohn was 21, his father became very ill.  The hospital was in Washington 
Heights and he spent Shabbos with R’ Shimon Schwab z”l.  R’ Schwab asked him how his 
father was doing. 

“I have bitachon, (faith)” replied the young man, “that he will be OK.”  R’ Schwab quietly 
corrected him.  “That is not what bitachon means,” he said.  “Bitachon is not trusting that 
everything will be OK.  Bitachon is believing that EVERYTHING happens because HaShem 
wants it to happen.” 

A few weeks later, young Paysach’s father passed away.  But before he did, his son had 
learned to see the Divine nature of all occurrences, whether he understood them or not. 
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Mazel Tov to  

Yossi Landa of Brooklyn  

and Arielle Jaffa of Queens 

on your upcoming wedding!  

May you build a Bayis Ne’eman 

L’Sheim U’l’tiferes and be a source 

of nachas to yourselves and HKB”H! 

 

You should do it all the 

time. 

Print, e-mail, and share Migdal 
Ohr with others.  You’ll be glad 

you did.   

E-mail ‘Subscribe’ to 

info@JewishSpeechWriter.com 

 


