
 

 

The Torah is not written in chronological order. What is the connection between the end of last week’s parsha 
and this week’s parsha? Rashi cites the Midrash Tanchuma to elucidate the juxtaposition of sending the spies to 
the land of Canaan to the section of Miriam's speaking loshon hora about Moshe. Even though Miriam was 
publicly punished for speaking against her brother, these wicked people who witnessed her punishment did not 
learn a lesson. The question arises: How could the spies be expected to learn from Miriam's loshon hora? Miriam 
spoke against a person, while they spoke against a land.  

Rabbi Yisroel Ordman, of Telshe Yeshiva in Lithuania, comments that one must acquire the attribute of 
always seeing the good in everything. A person who finds fault with things (meals, accommodations. etc.) will 
also find fault with people. Conversely, a person who always seeks to find the good in all phenomena will also 
see the good in his fellow man. That is the lesson the spies should have learned: to notice virtues rather than seek 
out faults. As a pious man once noted, "We were given two eyes -- one very powerful for introspection, so we 
should find our smallest faults; the other very weak, for viewing others. Only too often we switch their 

functions." (Rabbi Zelig Pliskin) 

Positivity 

  Question  

Which Pasuk 

in this weeks 

Parsha starts 

and ends with 

the same 3 

words? 

 

 

 

 רבות מחשבות

Renov Family in memory of ה“נ הרב יוסף בן אליהו ע“לע  

The Farbman  family in memory of  ה “נ מרדכי לייב בן ישראל אנשיל  ע“לע  

 פרשת שלח  

 

Preconceived Notions 

Chazal tell us the path of sin is “first the eyes see, then the heart wants, then the feet take 

you.” However, in the last parsha of Shema we say “don’t stray after your heart and after 

your eyes.” If sin starts with the eyes, then really the pasuk should have written “don’t stray 

after your eyes and your heart.” The reality is, you see (i.e. perceive) what you feel in your 

heart. A person, naturally, has preconceived notions, biases, and desires in his heart. Then, 

when he sees something, that’s what he sees.   

Tzitzis and Teeth 

After shuir, one of the talmidim approached his Rebbe looking for help. 

He said “I have a terrible toothache do you know any segulos to help 

relieve the pain.” The Rebbe opened up a Kaf Hachaim and showed the 

talmid some fascinating words. “One segulah of tzitzis is to help avoid 

toothaches. There are 32 strings on a garment of tzitzis which 

correspond to the amount of teeth one has. And, when one makes the 

bracha “l’hisateif b’tzitzis“, he should have in mind that the first letter of 

each of those two words is numerically equivalent to 32, corresponding 

to the 32 teeth. This should help with toothaches”. 



 In this week’s Parsha, Hashem pronounces the destruction of the Jewish people because of the terrible sin of the 

Meraglim. Moshe then davens with the words, “Hashem, slow to anger, abundant in kindness, forgiver of iniquity and 

willful sin….” The Rabenu Bachya asked, in past situations when Moshe davened for Hashem to forgive the Jewish people 

he added “remember Avraham and Yitzchok (Shemos 32:13).” How come now when he is davening to be forgiven does he 

not tap in to the zechus Avos?   

He answers profoundly:  Hashem promised to the Avos that they would receive the Land of Israel.  Now their children 

have a chance to enter into the “Promised Land” and yet they have no interest.  Mentioning the forefathers who loved 

Eretz Yisrael so much would not be a benefit at this time, in fact it would be counterproductive.    

 

The Kli Yakar quotes a Midrash that asks why the pasuk at the beginning of this 

week’s parsha specifically says “send for yourself men” those men actually hated 

Eretz Yisroel, as they said “Let us appoint men and we will go back to Mitzrayim”. 

However, the women loved Eretz Yisroel as they said “give us a portion in the land.”   

When Hashem gave permission to send the spies he said if you want to send men, 

go right ahead, but if you ask me I would say you should send the woman because 

they won’t speak badly about the Land. 

 Grape Vines in the Desert? 

 R’ Chaim Kanievsky notes a very interesting connection between the story of the spies and the parsha of nisachim

( libations), that follows. He asks what happened to that large cluster of grapes that the spies took from Eretz Yisroel 

during their mission. Throughout the next forty years in the desert, the Bnei Yisroel needed to bring korbanos and do 

all of the other services in the Mishkan. One of those services is the nisuch ha’yayin. To have wine, you need grapes, 

so where were the Jews going to find grapes in the desert. These grapes actually made up the supply of wine needed 

for all forty years. And this is what the pasuk in Shir Hashirim (1:14) states “The cluster atones for my beloved to me.” 

The cluster of grapes which they used for korbanos was an atonement for the sin they had done with that cluster. 
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