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It is 3:05 pm on a Thursday afternoon and I am in the midst 
of trying to maneuver around two double parked cars, one 

construction site and a the typical large yellow school bus in 
order to find parking outside of the Kollel. And that’s when the 
phone begins to ring. First, it’s a prospective and proud father 
of a perfect and wonderful young woman. He was wading 
knee deep in the game of shidduchim. He was inquiring about 
an equally wonderful young man from our Yeshiva. That’s 
one phone call which lasts 19 minutes. Next, came the call 
from an old friend going through some of life’s troubles. 
Nice guy, bad luck, and there goes another 24 minutes. A text 
and an email then simultaneously arrived telling me about a 
problem at a current community project, which results in a 
delay of seventeen minutes, letting me arrive at Kollel a good 
hour late (which BH also doesn’t happen often). This type of 
enduring, fragmented and seemingly unending and common 
distraction doesn’t happen too regularly, but when it rains, it 
pours. Yet, that’s life, I thought to myself. 

In this week’s Parsha the Torah tells us something 
curious about Avraham. V’Avraham Zakein Ba Bayamim, V’ 
Hashem Beirach es Avraham Bakol- Now, Avraham was old, 
well on in years, and Hashem blessed Avraham with- Kol- 
everything. The word Kol means, according to the Ramban, 
that God had literally blessed Avraham with everything- 
wealth, possessions, longevity, honor and children. This was 
a point in his life that the Torah describes that he had all that 
he ever wanted. It sounds nice, it sounds like the Torah is 
saying he has it all at this point in his life. But, Rav Yosef 
Nechemia Kornitzer asks, that this is certainly a difficult 
thing to understand as we know that immediately prior to 
this Avraham had just finished burying his wife Sorah. Sorah 
was someone who was unquestionably an eizer kenegdo, the 
life partner of Avraham Avinu in the truest sense of the word.  
Moreover, his son Yitzchok was close to forty years old, was 
not yet married, and there weren’t any grandchildren to further 
the family name and his life mission. What complete life 
could the Torah have describing here? What “kol” is relevant 
in this case where, although he had the money and prestige, 
he did not have his wife, nor did he have any indication of a 
certain future?

There is a Gemarah in Bava Basra (16b) which discusses 
this very verse and explains what is meant by this one 
word “Ba-kol”. Rav Shimon Bar Yochai interprets this in a 
fascinating manner:

Even Tova Haysa Teluya betzavoro shel Avraham 
Avinu- a precious stone hung from the neck of Avraham, 

shekol choleh haroeh oso miyad nisrapeh- and any 

(kol) sick person that looked at it was instantly cured. 
U’beshaah sheniftar Avraham Avinu mei’haolam- 

when Avraham avinu passed from this world…….telaah 
Hakodosh Barich hu begalgal chama- God hung this stone 
in the orb of the sun…..

Undoubtedly, this is a difficult Gemarah to understand. 
What’s this precious stone? Why is it hanging around 
Avraham’s neck? Why did sick, downtrodden people suddenly 
get better when they just looked at this stone? 

We have two questions regarding this pasuk and this 
particular word kol and I found that Rav Yosef Nechemia 
Kornitzer explains that there is one underlying unifying 
theme regarding Avraham Avinu which can enlighten us and 
provide an answer to both of these questions.

There are differing levels of faith that people possess and 
exhibit over their lives. There have always been the special 
few who have risen to a point where they truly understand 
that everything Hashem does is absolutely good, although at 
the present time it definitely does not seem to be that way. 
The rabbinic dictum of kol d’avid Rachmana l’tav avid-
anything God does, is done for the good, is a level not many 
can necessarily reach. Yet, the Torah is telling us that this is 
precisely where Avraham Avinu is at this time and place. 

Avraham had been through a lot. All the tests, all the 
nisyonos, all the “bad things that happen to good people”, 
everything that had come to pass, were viewed as complete and 
comprehensively good in the eyes of Avraham as he accepted 
it all with love, joy and grace. He understood it as being for 
the good, and therefore it was in own self perspective that he 
perceived it as an unassailable truth that Hashem Beirach es 
Avraham Bakol- that everything was given to him by God, 
even and especially at this crucial, painful juncture in his life- 
everything was perfect and flawless.

Rav Yosef Nechemia takes it one step further. It would 
be one thing for a person to believe in this manner and keep 
the faith going strong in the face of adversity. That is all 
wonderful and good. But Avraham took it to the next level. 
He transferred what he knew and believed; he used what he 
experienced and recognized to help others as well.     

The precious stone, the one hanging by his neck and the 
healing of the sick, wasn’t a result of some sort of magical 
experience but is referring to a gift which Avraham possessed 
and that was the ability to take what he had learned about life 
and about God reach and heal people’s souls. The power of 
his speech helped bring about a revolution in the monotheistic 
nature of this world and on a smaller, yet no less of a, level 
it is how he helped heal the downtrodden and sickly among 

R’ Akiva Eisenstadt | Rosh HaKollel 

AVRAHAM AVINU- THE MAN WHO HAD EVERYTHING
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him. The “precious pearls on his neck” was his gift of speech. 
It is his empathy; his caring for others; his capacity to help; 
his capability and concern; those precious stones healed sick 
people for when he showed his concern, when he showed that 
he cared, it helped them as it gave them hope to live once 
more.

A friend was down in the dumps, Avraham encouraged 
him.  Those that couldn’t see the complete picture were surely 
despondent over what they perceived to be an unfair world, 
whereas Avraham was able to speak with, embolden, inspire 
and teach that there is a God, that he loved each and every one 
of them and “Kol d’avid Rachmana l’tav avid”. 

This was what Avraham implicitly understood, lived by, 
and what he imparted to others in order to make sure they go 
on, living life, hopefully happily, for another day. The “sick”- 
the browbeaten, demoralized, and disheartened- would look 
and listen to these precious words of Avraham and feel 
inspired to understand, comprehend, appreciate and recognize 
that Kol d’avid Rachmana l’tav avid. 

Back to the hour in the car outside of Kollel.  
We all get the phone calls. We discuss similar things 

with others. Sometimes, we too are in the position of the one 
who, for all intents and purposes, hold the keys to the other 
person and his life. We sometimes tend to gloss over these 
small opportunities because they happen so often in life. Yet, 
if we would stop for a second, we could come to recognize 
that while these “distractions” seem tedious, dull and dreary 
they are in actuality times when we too could rise to occasion 
to listen, give a kind word, inspire, talk to, discuss through, or 
“just stay quiet and let the guy vent” moments which the other 
person needs so much.

Rabbi Yissochor Frand articulates this idea beautifully 
with a story he had heard about the late Rabbi Shimshon 
Pincus. Rav Pincus was once counseling a couple experiencing 
trouble with their Shalom Bayis (marital harmony). One 
thing that bothered the wife was that the husband did not eat 
anything she prepared for him. When asked why he did so, 
the husband sheepishly said that when he was younger he had 
not taken care of his teeth therefore he just couldn’t chew the 
food. Rav Pincus heard this and, although he was not a man 
of means at all, gave the man a substantial amount of money 
to purchase dentures. 

When a student of his heard what he did he asked his 
Rebbe, “You barely have enough for your own family. How 
can you afford to pay for someone else’s dental work?” 

“Let me ask you a question,” Rav Pincus responded. “If 
this was my own son and I gave him money, would you wonder 
why I was paying for his dental work?” Obviously the student 
said that he would not ask.

“What is the difference?” said Rav Pincus, “my son, your 
son, the Eibershter’s (God’s) son- it is all the same”

Rabbi Frand concludes by saying that Rav Shimshon 
Pincus felt the bond of every single Jew and he saw no 
difference between paying for his own son’s bills or someone 
else’s. That was how great this man’s devotion to Hashem 
and Klal Yisroel was. It was mixture of his enduring faith and 
using that devotion in the opportunity to help others.  

That is the lesson of the word “kol”, that is what Avraham 
stood for, and that is what Rav Shimshon Pincus lived with 
every day of his life. 

Have a wonderful shabbos 

R’ Akiva Eisenstadt

[Clarification: Last weeks’ article on the Halachos of 
Hachnasos Orchim may have given over an erroneous 
implication. The halacha of allowing a non-Jew to do to 
melacha on Shabbos for the mitzva of tending to guests is 
more restrictive then what may have come across. As while 
the Shulchan Aruch does allow one to have a gentile perform 
a melacha that is prohibited d’rabbonon (i.e. turn off a light, 
carry pillow/blankets etc. in a karmalus such as Monsey, 
Lakewood etc.) one would not be permitted to have a non-Jew 
do an issur d’ohraisa (i.e. turn on a light, oven, carry items in 
a Reshus Harabim such as Brooklyn etc.). I apologize for any 
misunderstandings that may have resulted as the terms used 

HALACHIC PERSPECTIVES: SHIDUCHIM, HALACHA AND LIFE 
R’ Heshy Kahan|Chaver HaKollel

should not have been so ambiguous.]

Q: How important is it try to make a shidduch?

A: There are many sources that are quite explicit in stating 
both the great reward as well as the great urgency that is 
placed on involving oneself in suggesting a shidduchim. 
Some of which are:

	A medresh that tells the story of a prominent official 
asking R’ Yosi what G-d is busy with since the six days 
of creation to which R’ Yosi responded that Hakadosh 
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Baruch Hu is busy making shidduchim

	The Shulchan Aruch states how one is fulfilling the 
commandment of v’davkah bah (you shall cling to G-d) 
when trying to make a shidduch

	The Ran, 1 in describing what occurs when trying to get 
people married states that the word “shidduch” refers 
to the “sheket u’minuchah” (peace and tranquility) that 
comes from finding one’s mate and is something quite 
worthy of our efforts to try to provide

	The Mahrshah 2 in explaining the Gemarah that states 
that we will all be asked the question of “asakta b’pirya 
v’rivya” (were you involved in populating the world), it 
is referring to whether or not one was involved in making 
shidduchim

	In explaining why he was so busy with a shidduch 
immediately prior to Yom Kippur the Chasam Sofer 
explained “only after dealing with a shidduch can I now 
enter this holy day in the proper fashion

	R’ Yechezkel Levenstein zt”l once said that “I would 
leave ne’ilah on Yom Kippur in order to suggest a 
shidduch 

	When R’ Chaim Kreiswurth zt”l was diagnosed with a 
dreaded disease he went for a yeshuah to the Steipler 
who showed him the order of the mitzvos listed in the 
mishnah in Birchas Hatorah. In between bikur cholim 
(visiting the sick) and l’vayas hamais (escorting the 
deceased) is the mitzvah of hachnasas kallah (bringing 
people to the Chupah). R’ Kreiswurth was told that the 
lesson being taught is that the way to separate bikur 
cholim from ch’vlm turning into l’vayas hamais 3 is to 
engage in the middle mitzvah of hachnasas kallah hence 
chazal listed it in that order.

Q: Should one be involved in making shidduchim if he 
doesn’t feel like he will be successful?

A: Although some contemporary orthodox matchmakers state 
that one should think that there is at least a 15% chance that 
the match will work out there are some Poskim who stated 
that even if there is a mere 5% chance of the match going 
through that would suffice to push the shidduch.

Q: Should one try to make shidduchim if he is busy with 
other mitzvos i.e. Talmud Torah etc.?

A: It was known that many of our holy Torah leaders were 
involved in making shidduchim. The Mahril, Chofetz 
Chaim and the Chazon Ish were specifically recorded as 
having expended significant time and energy in suggesting 
shidduchim. If masmidim of their caliber felt it was important 
to put aside time from learning to make shidduchim then 
surely the same calculation would apply to us as well.

Q: If one puts forth much effort in pushing a shidduch 
forward and finds that each step is being hindered with 
obstacles and various challenges, should he/she take that 
as a sign that this shidduch is obviously “not bashert”?

A: The poskim 4 clearly state that one should not take this as a 
proof that the match is not meant to be as: 

1) The Gemarah 5 clearly states “v’kashin zivugin k’krias 
yam suf” (finding one’s mate is as difficult as splitting 
the sea).

2) There is a little known acronym for the word shaddchan 
which poignantly alludes to this in “Ki Shover Dalsos 
Nechoshes”, which translates to be “breaking down 
walls of copper”, that pushing through a shidduch 
many times requires enormous amounts of strength, 
persistence, and enough stubborn will to break down 
any resistance. 

3) We note from the conversation of Eliezer looking for 
confirmation from Lavan and Besuel, 6 as is stated 
“hagidah li, v’efneh al yemin oh al sma’al” (tell me, and 
if not I will turn to the left or to the right), how if they 
weren’t going to agree he would just turn around and 
leave in light of all the many open miracles that took 
place to insinuate that Rivka was actually the designated 
one. 7 This implies that although it was so obvious that 
Rivka was the one Eliezer was still not going to rest his 
laurels on signs from shamayim and therefore expressed 
rather strong and persistent language.

Q: If one should anticipate impediments in following a 
shidduch through is there any limit as to the lengths one 
should go in pushing the match?
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A: Many times a shidduch is perfect on paper as the families, 
principles and values of both sides are directly in sync with 
each other. This many times is reflected in the actual meeting 
of the couple as well when the meetings seem to move along 
quite smoothly. Nonetheless, after a few meetings sometimes 
it just may not click 8 for whatever reason or either one of the 
sides may simply just not like the other for whatever reason. 
9 A shaddchan must take this into account as the Chazon Ish 
was quoted as saying that hergaishim-feelings is heaven sent 
like everything else in the arena of shidduchim. Therefore, 
if either side gave it a fair shot and felt that they really have 
no interest in continuing, then the matchmaker should accept 
that as a fair response and not belittle, disgrace or defame that 
individual as being “too picky”. 10

Q: When inquired about the specifics of a certain shidduch 
is one obligated to give over all information about the 
person in question?

A: Things that need not be mentioned when suggesting or 
being asked about a shidduch:

	Certain cultural nuances or personality traits that are 
entirely subjective such as mentioning that the person 
is very “quiet”, 11 “yeshivesh”, “loud”, “heimesh”, 
“modern”, “serious”, “frum”, “big masmid”, “wealthy” 
etc. should not be offered. If the question is asked one 
should look to understand exactly what the one making 
the inquiry has in mind. As many people define these 
terms in entirely different ways then their peers. 12 As the 
average father asking if he’s “serious about his learning” 
may just be interested to know if he shows up to first 
seder while the Rosh Yeshiva inquiring for his daughter 
may want to know if he’s in the bais medresh until 
midnight.

	Specific physical deficiencies or minor ailments such as 
asthma, allergic reactions, more frail then average etc. 
As one comment like this can sway the inquiring party 
away from pursuing the match. This is especially true 
for those who have the ever coveted “list” of more then 
one potential shidduch and are looking for the “perfect” 
match hence discounting a person with any kind of 
remote weakness.

	Exactly how old the person in question is. It is quite clear 
from many sources 13 that marrying an older girl is just as 

ideal as marrying one who is younger. In fact, our holy 
Amorah Raish Lokesh, as well as more recent gedolim 
such as the Chofetz Chaim, Chazon Ish and R’ Samson 
Rephael Hirsh 14 all married girls who were a few years 
their senior. 15  [Note: It should be known that this is 
probably the biggest impediment to the “Shidduch 
crises” of contemporary times. As it has become 
customary to have the boy marry a girl who is a few 
years his junior. An obvious problem that results 
from this custom is a certain amount of boys from the 
class of i.e. 1985 are meeting a much larger population 
of girls from the class of i.e. 1990 [this is statistically 
due to a population increase]. This results in there 
being a significant quantitative difference between 
the amount of boys and girls that are being set up to 
meet each other, ending up with more girls needing a 
shidduch to a much smaller sample of older boys. 16 
The only practical response to this would be to have 
people of stature encourage the boys to seek a spouse 
who is of the same age or older.] Practically speaking 
many poskim 17 allow one to either add on or take off a 
year or two from either side. Surely omitting the birth 
dates from the resumes would not be misleading as if they 
don’t specifically ask there is no need to create issues as 
people get caught up on enough idiosyncrasies as it is. 
18 Whether or not the girl is chronologically aligned to 
what the boy had in mind has absolutely nothing to do 
with the success of the marriage. 19 In fact recently R’ 
Chaim Kanievsky shlitah gave forth a special b’racha to 
all the shidduchim that end up in marriage in where the 
girl is older then the boy.

Things that could be mentioned when suggesting or being 
asked about a shidduch:

	any major mental disorder, substance abuse, addiction 
to alcohol, or serious physical handicap should be 
mentioned after conferring with a halachic authority

	a very specified question that is being asked about the 
individual, even if it may be viewed as insignificant 
must be relayed over (i.e. does he/she volunteer for any 
chesed organization etc.) However even this is delicate 
and one should be especially careful when relaying over 
information of this sort before the couple has met for the 
first time, as many time there are leniency’s in regards to 
withholding information. 20  A competent Rav should be 
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contacted for more specific instruction.

	the shaddchan, if being pushed by the other side to make 
a certain match, may give over the reply that he or she is 
“busy” even if they are not so (just that the family does 
not think that the match is an idea for their child) in order 
to avoid embarrassing the other family that desires the 
shidduch. 21

Q: Does one need to go on a shidduch with the person of 
choice that is preferred by their parents?

A: If one wants to meet a particular boy or girl for a shidduch 
and their parents are against the match, while halachically the 
child may disregard this wish and proceed with the shidduch, 
Rav Pam zt”l would always say that this is “not a good aitza”. 
For even though marriage is one of the few areas that kibud av 
v’aim does not override 22 one should ideally get the consent 
from one’s parents. 23  

[Note: Parents have to be especially careful when looking 
for a shidduch for their children not to be swayed by the 
all consuming power that comes along with shidduchim of 
more “honorable”, “respectable” or “comfortable” status. 
24 As the Steipler sharply wrote 25 to a father who asked 
for a bracha for his daughter to find a shidduch which 
was taking longer then usual... “you’re not looking for a 
shidduch for your daughter but rather you’re looking for 
a shidduch for yourself, and you will have to give a din 
v’cheshbon after 120 years as to why your child remained 
single for so many years”. While sometimes difficult, a 
parent has to look what’s best for the child even it doesn’t 
provide any special notice or prestige for themselves.]

Q: What percentage that a match will work out should the 
shaddchan have before setting up two people to go on a 
shidduch meeting?

A: While the general consensus of the current orthodox 
matchmakers is that there should be a 20% chance of success 
with each perspective shidduch, the Poskim mention that even 
if there is a chance as low as 5% that the match will work 
out one should nonetheless go forward with setting up the 
couple.26

Q: Approximately how much should a shaddchan get paid 
for completing a shidduch?

A: Unless stipulated prior to making the match, there is no set 
fee to pay the shaddchan for his services. Rather one should 
follow the societal norms within the province of where he 
resides in order to come up with a sum that is agreeable to all. 

Q: If the shaddchan lives in Israel and has made a successful 
shidduch in America should he get paid according to 
Israeli 27 or American standards?

A: If the work was all done in Israel (via the telephone, 
computer etc.) then one would receive compensation based 
on where the “legwork” was done, in this case Israel. 28 

Q: May one suggest a shidduch to a couple who are Jewish 
but not religious?

A: In light of the fact that they both may not be keeping the 
laws of family purity there are some halachic authorities 29 
who hold that it would not be considered a transgression of 
lifnai iver lo sitain michshal (placing a stumbling block in 
front of a blind man) to help them get married. While some 
only permit one to be a shadchan in this situation if it is one’s 
livelihood 30 to set people up, there are others 31 who permit it 
based on the fact that: 

	this marriage may inspire them to become more 
observant in the future

	getting married to each other by default prevents them 
from intermarrying with a non-Jew

Q: What if one is not a professional shadchan, should he 
still engage in trying if he doesn’t feel like he’s the “type”?

A: Contrary to a vast public misunderstanding one could and 
in fact should put effort into suggesting shidduchim even if 
he/she is not a

•	 professional Shadchan

•	 Rav

•	 Rebbetzin

•	 social worker

•	 shaitel macher
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•	 community asken

•	 neighborhood yenta

as anybody can mention an idea to a prospective mate or their 
parents irregardless of profession, personality, charisma, sales 
experience or anything else that people mistakenly feel are 
necessary to follow a shidduch through. Even children should 
not shy away from making a suggestion 32 as there have been 
many a match made by adolescents and younger that have b’h 
come to fruition.

Q: If someone thinks of a possible match how long is he 
entitled to wait until suggesting it to either side?

A: One need not go further then learning from the Chazon 
Ish zt”l. One night, upon thinking of an idea after 11pm he 
proceeded to send someone to the boys house to wake him up. 
After the boy was woken he called the girl and arranged for 
them to meet later on that night. After securing their encounter, 
the Chazon Ish then walked behind them for the duration of 
the meeting so as to make sure that there was no prohibition 
of yichud at that late hour. One can derive from this that if 
he thinks of a suggestion right now, even when reading this 
article, he should act in haste to follow it through.

Q: If one is reading this article in shul on Shabbos how 
would it be permitted to suggest shidduchum as there is a 
prohibition in discussing 33 business matters on Shabbos?

A: Although there are monetary components to arranging a 
shidduch, as the Gemarah in Kesuvos 34 states explicitly when 
it comes to helping someone find a shidduch it would be 
permitted on Shabbos as it is a mitzvah and is therefore not 
only muter but encouraged just as well. 35

So don’t wait...start setting someone up today!

FOOTNOTES

1. Mesechta Shabbos:13
2. Shabbos:31
3. Of which at times has one unfortunately following the other
4. See Karney D’igrisah 2:17
5. Soteh 2a
6. Beraishis 24:49
7. Sefer Chasidim 514

R’ Heshy Kahan

8. This does not give any credence to the notion that a couple has 
to be seeing stars every time they meet the prospective match. 
On the contrary that is usually a sign of infatuation which is 
never a good place to start off a relationship as that usually 
means one side is being so jaded and subjective to these strong 
feelings that they fail to have a sense of the objective reality 
which may be presenting quite the opposite of a compatible 
mate.

9. A good way to gauge this is to imagine how it would feel if 
the other side wouldn’t want to continue. If the individual finds 
themselves ambivalent about it that usually is quite telling that 
this may not be the one.

10. It is sometimes this irritating pestering that gives some shad-
dchanim such bad press. If people would learn to respect the 
other one’s decisions, especially in something so life altering as 
a future spouse then singles would be more receptive of future 
suggestions as opposed to ignoring the calls of  “that pushy 
shaddchan” every times he/she calls.

11. This is especially true when asked about a girl as hakadosh ba-
ruch hu gave them 9 sections of speech as opposed to the 1 that 
was given to men. It would therefore be quite detrimental to 
the shidduch to make mention of this as many people equate 
“quiet” with dull, simple and unintelligent when in essence that 
is probably not the reality. In fact I think any one of us would 
be hard pressed to find a couple who after a few months of mar-
riage claims that their wife is too quiet.

12. This is also true for the oft used description of “balbatish”, as 
to some it means the father wearing a gartel, to others it means 
that the mother wears a sheitel and to others it means that they 
are well to do and will take care of all fiduciary responsibilities 
by themselves...eilu v’eilu diverai elokim chaim...

13. See Kiddushin 31, Meilah 7a, Baba Metzia 84
14. Who claimed “what I’d like to accomplish in my life I need the 

maturity of an older girl to realize”
15. See Kuntros Hamivakshai Torah Choberes 25 who brings R’ 

Yakov Hillel Shlita’s proofs to this concept of marrying an old-
er woman from Yocheved and Amram, Miriam and Kaleiv and 
the whole concept of Yibum

16. This is proved by the fact that in Chassidic circles it is quite the 
opposite. What is the norm is the boy looking to get married to 
a girl who is one or two years older then him. Hence the girl has 
the “list”, as the same population increase  would apply here 
as well.

17. The Chazon  Ish told a 26 year old boy to say he’s 24. Similarly 
R’ Elyashiv zt”l held that everybody is faking the real age any-
way so if you were to say the truth that the girl is 30 they would 
assume she’s 32 anyway, so better to say 28 and have them 
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bump it up to what she really is. The best is to just leave out this 
information to begin with.

18. One sees how Iyov would state whenever a needy woman need-
ed a shidduch that this woman is related to him in order to make 
her more desirable to any potential suitors

19. As at the end of the day the girl is going to be more mature then 
the boy either way so older or younger means nothing

20. Specifically when this Rosh Yeshiva’s daughter is not even 
interested in marrying the biggest masmid and in fact would 
prefer not to

21. As heard from R’ Doniel Yehudah Neustadt shlita, although 
this may not be so wise as they sometimes find out anyway
22. See Rama in last sif in Y.D. Hilchos Kibud Av V’aim
23. This becomes especially relevant when parents are unable 
to separate their preferences from that of the child’s and may end up 
either implicitly or even explicitly belittling the incoming spouse. 
This may create much turbulence in the sensitive balance of main-
taining marital and familial harmony

24. As one Gadol was quoted as saying tongue in cheek, “if you 
marry for money you lose interest”
25. See Karney D’igrisah:1
26. Said B’shem R’ Yakov Kamenetzky
27. Where the rates for completing a Shidduch are substantially 
lower then in the States
28. Igros Moshe C.M. 1:49
29. See Rosh Avodah Zarah 1:2, Shach Y.D. 151:6 who exempts 
causing a mumar to transgress from the prohibition of lifnai iver
30. Sh”Ut Maishiv Davar 2:32
31. Teshuvos V’Hanahagos E.H. 1:730
32. Obviously it would be wise to have an adult follow the shid-
duch through, specifically the intricacies of finances etc., nonethe-
less no idea should go unnoticed
33. Otherwise known as the issur of v’daber davar, see Yeshaya 58
34. 5a
35. S.A. 306:6, this is known as cheftzi shamayim, similar to bid-
ding for aliyos etc. which is a mitzvah 

Chazal tell us that Eliezer had a daughter and was hoping 
that she would marry Yitzchak. Avrohom, however, told 

him, “My son is blessed [baruch] and you are cursed [arur], 
and one who is cursed cannot cleave to one who is blessed 
(Rashi 24:39, from Medrash 59:9). Chazal also tell us that 
Lavan, thinking that Eliezer is Avrohom, greets him by ex-
claiming, “Come, Blessed of Hashem...” The Medrash [60:7] 
comments: Cannan – this is Eliezer [i.e. his roots are from 
Cannan, and he has shades of Cannan within], but through 
serving Avrohom faithfully [be’emunah] he left the classifi-
cation of “cursed” and became classified as “blessed.”

How are we to understand this? Eliezer serves Avrohom 
faithfully for years and years. He is also a tremendous talmid 
chacham, who serves as Rosh Yeshiva [Damesek Eliezer] of 
Avrohom’s yeshiva. Furthermore, he also looks like Avro-
hom [Medrash 59:8], which mirrors his internal similarity to 
Avrohom, and had control over his yetzer hara, just like Av-
rohom. Yet, he retains shades of Cannan, to the point that his 
daughter, although befitting for Yitzchak, is rejected because 
Eliezer, along with his daughter, are cursed. Now, just one 
day later, he becomes “blessed!” What happened now that 
did not happen for all of these years? Also, the timing seems 
a bit unfair. His dreams are shattered yesterday because he is 
“cursed,” and then one day later he is “blessed!” If his mis-
sion would have been delayed by a few days and he would 

have served Avrohom faithfully at home for just a few more 
days, would he have become “blessed?” Did he miss the boat 
by just a day or two?

Let us first go back to Eliezer’s roots: Cannan. How did 
he become “cursed?” He saw… and he told... But why this 
big punishment of being a slave forever?! The answer is that 
Noach did not punish his son. Rather, he understood that the 
only way to reign him in is by making him a slave. He saw 
that his essence is “cursed” and that he must be a slave. His 
purpose in this world can only be achieved through slavery. 
They had just experienced the mabul. The world was de-
stroyed. They now had the job of rebuilding the world, and 
Cham, along with Canaan, think about nothing else but them-
selves. To be blessed means to be overflowing with goodness 
for others [breicha]. Cham was the antithisesis of brachah - 
he was cursed. Only through slavery, where all he does and 
owns belongs to others, can he possibly fulfill his purpose.

Now let us return to Eliezer. Sure, he serves Avrohom 
faithfully for years. Sure, he is a great talmid chacham and 
yarei shamayim. But he has not eradicated the “curse” from 
his being. It is only now that he achieves that. How? Let us 
picture the scene. He has served faithfully, but is yet not good 
enough for Avrohom. How would we react? This is what I 
deserve? You think that now I am going to go find your son 
a shidduch? Eliezer, however, puts his own agenda aside and 

R’ Heshy Kahan

PARSHAS CHAYEI SORAH
Rabbi Avraham Greenwald
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WEEKLY INSIGHTS
R’ Aharon Finkelstein  Chaver HaKollel

Is dating and selling the same thing?
Anybody that is in business knows the feeling of 

promoting his wares. There is a strong desire to close sales 
and it is because of the strength of that yearning where things 
can get sticky. The positive attributes of a given product take 
center stage while the negative aspects hide behind a sheer 
curtain. The person that is dating finds himself in a similar 
predicament. In an effort to sell himself, he promotes his best 
characteristic, while putting out of sight his less appealing 
facets. He does this all in the hopes of solidifying a match 
that will lead to marriage.

We find in this week’s perasha a tremendous devotion to 
delineating the details of Yitzchak’s marriage.  Two interesting 
points are observed within the Torah’s conveyance of the story. 
Firstly, Avraham’s instructions are given explicitly for what 
he wants in a match. He leaves nothing to chance and dictates 
specific criteria which he is looking for. The second is with 
regards to the use of a matchmaker by Avraham, who sends 
his trustworthy servant Eliezer to make the arrangement.

Contemporarily we are faced with two interesting 
questions regarding these points. When a single person is 
trying to find a prospective match one may ask - where is the 
line drawn between honesty and concealment in the dating 
game? For example, a man in his late forties is trying to be 
set up with a much younger girl so he doesn’t disclose his 
age. If someone confronts you, because you are his friend, 
and wants to know what his real age is, are you supposed to 
tell the truth even though that will ruin the opportunity of a 
first date?

Secondly, we find that there are many today which utilize 
dating services as matchmakers, spending exorbitant amounts 
of money in the process. By Judaic standards matching two 

people for marriage is a facilitator for a great mitzvah. Is it 
deemed proper for a matchmaker to charge money for what is 
supposed to be a kindness?

With regards to the first question, it is understandable why 
the concealment of certain information takes hold. A person’s 
main concern is a good first impression and there is no doubt 
that this impression usually can be decisive in determining 
if there will be a second date. So the crux of the matter is to 
be able to assert a positive first impression without making 
it deceiving one. So how do we balance the practical need 
to make a good first impression without negating the Torah 
ideals of honesty and integrity?

By following two basic rules – 1) A common deficiency 
that many people do not mind does not need to be disclosed 
but cannot be deceitfully hidden 2) A true defect must be told 
to the prospective purchaser even if he does not ask, but it 
is permissible to relay it in a delicate way so that the buyer 
is not completely deterred (Rabbi Asher Meir, The Jewish 
Ethicist pgs 80-86).

So if for example a car salesman was trying to sell 
a car with deficient brakes, that would definitely need to 
be disclosed, but the salesman does not have to relay it 
by saying, “You know, this car is a death trap!” Instead, a 
salesman can indicate delicately that the breaks are in need of 
some repair work. Applying this to dating, a person does not 
have to relay that he has a limited education since that could 
be looked upon badly. Yet a person should not wear a college 
ring giving the impression that he has finished college even 
though he has not.

So for most people a difference in age is small and 
would hardly be judged as a real defect. Plus something 
as insignificant as age could deter an otherwise well to do 

does his utmost to find the proper shidduch. [In fact the chal-
lenge was so great, that when he davened that Hashem help 
him, he had to overcome the urge not to daven with all his 
might. That is why the trup on the word “va’yomer” in the 
beginning of his tefila is a shalsheles, which represents a de-
lay.] Then he introduces himself to Lavan as “the slave of 
Avrohom.” He could have introduced himself as the CEO of 
Avrohom’s business. He never lost sight of his job. The last 
thing the Torah tells us about Eliezer, after he was successful 
in getting Rivka, is that he is the slave of Avrohom. He under-
stood his purpose in life. He did not look for ways to change 

his situation. This was his turning point. He was totally self-
less in his devotion to Avrohom. He faced the greatest chal-
lenge in his life and overcame. He could have been totally 
selfish but instead was totally selfless. This is the antithesis 
of Cham and Cannan. His essence is now “blessed.” He has 
no connection anymore with Cannan. This could never have 
happened in the regular routine of his job. This is the mean-
ing of the Medrash that says that Eliezer became blessed be-
cause he served Avrohom with emunah. Serving be’emunah 
means not to think about yourself, but to be totally selfless 
- berachah and not arur.

Rabbi Avraham Greenwald
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R’ Aharon Finkelstein

match. Yet for others age may be a very important criterion. 
If it is known that this is the case then one must be forthright 
and divulge the information. If that is not the case then in 
the beginning one can be discreet about the subject of age 
without being dishonest. You could say that person is around 
a certain age. You can also try to dodge the question entirely 
by saying something like, “I never pay attention to age”, 
giving an opportunity for the two people to at least go out 
once. Yet if the relationship is getting serious and one is then 
approached about age, the truth should not be withheld.

With regards to the second question, one should know that 
matchmaking is not easy. The Talmud (Sotah 2a, Sanhedrin 
22a) union of two people is as difficult as the splitting of 
the Sea. Even though marriage arraignment is a kindness, it 
does not mean that taking money for it is unethical. In fact 
Choshen Mishpat (185:10) conveys the halachic parameters 
regarding the shadchan (marriage broker). Surveying Jewish 
history we find that the shadchan is a respected figure within 
the community. The reason is because of the great effort and 
care in dealing with the prospects for marriage.

The most important factor for the shadchan is to ensure 
that financial motivation is not the driving force in arranging 
the union of two people. There should be reliability in the 
conveyance of profile information of each person that is being 
set up. Also it is imperative to take into consideration the 
emotional vulnerability of the parties involved. The shadchan 
must be sensitive to the interests of both sides and make that 
the main focal point of the efforts that are expended.

Dating and selling are both acts that require responsible 
communication. It necessitates proper etiquette and moral 
conscientiousness to all parties involved. Avraham, his faithful 
servant Eliezer, Yitzchak, and Rivkah are all examples of the 
epitome of honesty and kindness. They teach us that proper 
conduct is the foundation of every Jew’s religious conviction. 
Even in the face of such personalities as the wicked Lavan, 
they held strong to their moral veracity, not be tempted or 
swayed to falseness and treachery. In our personal endeavors 
whether it is in dating or selling, we must always remember 
that we are the definers of what it means to be Hashem’s 
people.

In our parsha there are two instances that involve the concept 
of tefillah, davening. One instance is when Eliezer comes 

to the well and davens to Hashem in effort to fulfill his mission 
of finding a shidduch for Yitzchok. The second is when Rivka 
makes her way to meet her husband the illustrious Yitzchok, 
the pasuk says that Yitzchok at the time was out in the field 
and chazal teach us that he was davening.

When addressing the concept of tefillah there is something 
interesting to point out. The Avos are the forefathers of our 
nation and in a spiritual sense, they with their actions provide 
us (their prodigy) with the spiritual DNA of the nation we 
comprise-לארשי םע. It seems strange that the Avos are the ones 
who established our three tefillos, since we know that the ones 
who enacted the takanos and gezairos were the anshai knesses 
hagedolah-the men of the great assembly. Why then is it that 
the Avos were the ones who enacted our three tefillos?

With an idea that the maharal teaches us in his sefer 
nesivos olam in the section on tefillah we can understand this 
point.

He explains the significance of the halacha that dictates the 
posture/position we are to stand in when davening shemone 
esrai. The halacha is that when we are davening shmone esrai 
we are to place both our feet together and both our hands 
over our heart. He explains that in this position we are totally 

incapacitated which is a manifestation of what is transpiring 
when we daven. That is, devoid of that which hashem graces 
us with we are totally helpless and incapable of providing for 
ourselves, and with that knowledge we approach Hashem and 
ask Him for our needs.

In a similar vein there is a discussion in the gemara 
concerning the pasuk that we say before shmone esrai. Prior 
to starting shmone esrai we say the pasuk ופי  "ה' שפתי תפתח 
 The issue that the gemara addresses is that there .יגיד תהלתך"
is a halacha that there is to be no interruption between the 
conclusion of the brachos following shema and shemone 
esrai, and this is seemingly no less then just that. The answer 
the gemara provides us with is that it is an extension of 
and connected to the shmone esrai and doesn’t constitute 
an interruption. It seems like the response is insubstantial 
and was just utilized to get out of the problem without 
really solving it. However Reb Tzaddok Hakohen offers an 
explanation which will as well give us an appreciation for 
the inherent framework of tefillah. He explains that when 
we daven there is the recognition and understanding that we 
are totally incapable and we therefore request His help and 
assistance. The recitation of the pasuk '"וכו  is "ה' שפתי תפתח 
our verbalization that so much so are we dependant upon 
Him that our very ability to daven to Him is as well provided 

R’ Chaim Yosef Lomner   Chaver HaKollel
TEFILLA 



THE SHTIEBLE 11

by none other then Hashem Himself. Reb Tzaddok explains 
that this is the meaning of the gemara’s answer that this 
pasuk is considered an extension of the tefillah itself. For in 
essence they are of the same nature, that us humans are totally 
dependant upon no one but Him.

Let’s return to our original question now. Although it is 
true that what the Avos accomplished was establishing who 
and what we are, for they are our fathers and we are their 
children and weren’t the ones who established the multitude 
of enactments (as that was the ‘job’ of the men of the great 
assembly) it was them who established our three daily 

tefillos. They created our very essence and included in that is 
the reality that we are mekablim-receivers. We have not the 
capability to accomplish anything on our own and our fathers 
created for us the reality that we can be receivers allowing 
us to be productive and accomplished human beings with the 
resources and abilities we are granted by Hashem.

With the aforementioned clarification of what tefillah is 
about may we all approach tefillah in a more befitting manner 
and with a greater appreciation for it. May all our tefillos be 
answered, for ultimately it is He alone who can grant us our 
needs. 

R’ Chaim Yosef Lomner

PARSHAS CHAYA SOROH; AN ETERNAL FOUNDATION
R’ Boruch Yechiel Schreiber

Lizecher Nishmas R’ Eliezer Ben R’ Moshe Schreiber Yartzeit 
Motzei Shabbos- 26 Cheshvan. 

Avrohom Avinu insisted on paying Efron for purchasing the 
Me’aras Hamachpaila for its full value. “Bikesef Malei” Full 

price, paid in the best currency available. Why was this so important 
to Avrohom. Is there anything wrong with receiving the land for 
free or at least for a good bargain?

There are many reasons given to explain Avrohom’s intentions. 
Most simply he probably wanted to make sure Efron wouldn’t 
rescind on the deal and try to back out. Perhaps Avrohom also was 
careful not to accept gifts as it says “one who hates gifts will live 
(long)”. Indeed we find Avrohom wouldn’t accept any gifts from 
king of Sedom in last week’s parsha. 

It is told of the Chofetz Chaim that he was careful never to 
receive any gift from anyone. Once he was walking in the street 
and someone appeared out of nowhere and started cleaning his long 
coat. The Chofetz Chaim did not want to receive even this small 
service for free. He immediately tried to catch up to the person to 
pay him, but the person quickly disappeared. 

Later that night, the Chofetz Cahim realized that he was missing 
some coins from his coat pocket. He then realized that his mysterious 
“coat cleaner” was actually a pickpocketer who had the audacity to 
steal the coins from the Chofetz Chaim while he “cleaned” his coat. 
The household members of the Chofetz Chaim were visibly upset, 
but the Chofetz Chaim was seemingly overjoyed. At least he didn’t 
receive a free service – the “cleaner” got paid for his services!

Some explain Avrohom’s action, based on the fact that since 
he was purchasing the land for a Mitzvah, to bury Soroh, Avrohom 
wanted to pay full price. This is pointed out in the Zohar, that one 
should pay full price for a Mitzva and not try to get a bargain. 

Perhaps we can suggest a different approach to explain why 
Avrohom was adamant to pay the full value of the land. The 
Seforno in the beginning of Parshas Pikudei explains that there 

was a fundamental difference between the Mishkan and the Bais 
Hamikdash. We find that the Mishkan remained for eternity. The 
Gemora tells us the Mishkan was never destroyed, rather at the 
destined time it sunk into the ground, concealed in its original 
form. The Bais Hamikdash, on the other hand, were both physically 
destroyed. 

The Seforno explains the difference. The Mishkan was built 
completely with holiness. Moshe, Betzalel and Isamar were the 
only ones involved in the construction of the Mishkan. These were 
all Kedoshei Elyon, the greatest Tzaddikim of all times. A building 
built with such pure intentions and holiness will remain for eternity. 

The Bais Hamikdash, although also built with great holiness, 
nevertheless had some non-Jewish builders and therefore at the 
right time was destroyed. It didn’t have the foundation to last for 
eternity. 

With this in mind, we can possibly understand Avrohom 
Avinu’s intentions as well. Avrohom understood he was purchasing 
a piece of land that would become a holy destination for Klal 
Yisroel. This land would be the burial place of all the Avos with 
Adom and Chava. This place would become a place of Tefillah 
for generations to come. He therefore wanted to make sure it was 
purchased complete with his money and with his holy intentions. 
Any gift or reduction in price from Efron, would mean Efron has a 
small part in the Me’aras Hamachpaila. This would take away from 
the pureness and holiness of the land, and would cause undesirable 
results down the line. 

Indeed when the Posuk states that Avrohom paid “full price” 
Rashi says this is similar to King Dovid paying for the land to build 
the Bais Hamikdash from Aravana, “full price”. It is not only the fact 
that they both paid full price for something that makes it similar. It 
is their intentions that are similar as well. Both Avrohom and Dovid 
wanted to make sure it was a complete transaction without any 
partnerships or assistance from impure sources. 
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Based on this I once heard a beautiful explanation to understand 
Rivka’s actions in this week’s Parsha. When Eliezer suggested the 
shiduch match between Rivka and Yitzchok, Rivka’s mother and 
brother Lavan told Eliezer that we should ask Rivka if she agrees 
to the shiuduch. When they asked Rivka she immediately answered 
“I shall go!”.  Rashi says she indicated that even if Lavan or her 
mother wouldn’t let her go, she would go anyway. 

This is difficult to understand. No one said anything about not 
letting her go. It seems like an innocent question posed to her. “Do 
you want to go”. Why would Rivka answer defiantly that she would 

go even if they didn’t let? 
The answer is because Rivka understood her mission. She 

wasn’t just going to get married. She was going to build Klal 
Yisroel. Marrying Yitzchok meant she would become one of the 
Mothers of Klal Yisroel for eternity. She needed to make sure that 
her wicked brother Lavan had no part in this. If her mother and 
brother would be the ones to send her off, they would be part of the 
building of Klal Yisroel. Rivka was concerned that this not be the 
case. A nation built with the assistance of a wicked person cannot 
have an everlasting and eternal existence.   

R’ Boruch Yechiel Schreiber
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