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“…the land that we passed through to scout it out is a land that devours its inhabitants…”“…the land that we passed through to scout it out is a land that devours its inhabitants…”“…the land that we passed through to scout it out is a land that devours its inhabitants…”“…the land that we passed through to scout it out is a land that devours its inhabitants…” 

(Numbers 13:32) 

This is part of the negative report by ten of the 12 tribal leaders that Moses sent to spy out 
the land of Canaan. According to the Midrash, God fortuitously arranged for a number of 
people in land to die as the spies were about to enter. As a result, all the people were 
preoccupied with attending funerals and the spies would be able to go about unnoticed. 

Rather than appreciating this cover, the spies concluded that if there are so many funerals, it 
must be because the land devours its inhabitants. This became part of their negative 
assessment of the land that caused a panic among the Jewish people and a reluctance to go 

into the land. As a consequence, they were not allowed to 
enter the land and had to wander in the desert for 40 years. 

Of course, if they would have thought clearly about the 
situation, they would have realized that not only was this not a 
land that devoured its inhabitants – but quite the contrary. If 
people were always dying, there wouldn’t be huge funerals all 
the time.  

If everyone was going to funerals every day, nothing would 
ever get done. Only immediate family members would attend 
the funeral if they were routine.  

The huge funerals they witnessed would indicate that death 
was actually not that common in Canaan! Death was rare and funerals attracted large 
crowds of people who were shocked by the occurrence. 

According to the Baal HaTurim, the spies were predisposed to seeing the land negatively as 
they felt that they would lose their prominent positions in the new society created after Israel 
occupied the land.  

Rabbi Yissocher Frand, citing the Steipler Gaon, 
explains that because of this bias, they had a distorted 
and negative outlook on whatever they saw in the land.  

Without this prejudice, they would have realized that 
God was ensuring that they would have cover as they 
entered the land so they could go about their mission 
without attracting attention.  

Their jaundiced view led to their misreading the facts 
and incorrectly assuming that people were dying in 
droves in the land. - Rabbi Michael Skobac 

 

 

 



Thoughts from this week’s Torah Portion.Thoughts from this week’s Torah Portion.Thoughts from this week’s Torah Portion.Thoughts from this week’s Torah Portion.    (Shlach)(Shlach)(Shlach)(Shlach) [Thanks to JG for sharing.] 

“And it will be for you as a fringe, and you will see it and you shall remember all the 

commandments of G-d and you shall do them...” 

In our Parsha/Torah weekly Portion we are given the mitzvah/commandment of Tzitzis, the tying 

of fringes on four-cornered garments. Within the fringes on each corner, there is to be one 

strand that is techeiles, a blue which reminds us of the ocean, the sky, and ultimately 

HaShem/G-d’s heavenly throne. When we see that blue thread, we are enjoined to remember 

and perform all of HaShem’s mitzvos. 

It is curious. If the purpose of tying the fringes on the garments is so that we see the blue 

thread, why do we need the rest of the strings? While there is a numerical significance to them, 

that hardly seems sufficient reason to require us to include multiple strands of seemingly 

superfluous thread in the mitzvah. 

Perhaps, however, the reminder lies precisely in the fact that the blue strand stands alone 

among all the white ones. The Jewish People merited the mitzvah of Tzitzis because of Avraham 

who said, “I will not take a string nor a shoelace” from the spoils of Sodom, lest someone say 

that this is how Avraham became rich, instead of from the generous hand of G-d. 

Avraham was called the Ivri, meaning “from the other side,” because 

the whole world felt one way about G-d and he steadfastly stood 

opposing them, unshakeable in his faith in the Creator. It is in his 

merit that we get this mitzvah, in which a solitary blue strand stands 

alone, surrounded by white ones which do not share its heavenly hue. 

As Jews, our role is not to conform or fit in with the world around us, 

but to stick to our beliefs. Just as the single strand maintains its 

color, so are we to keep all of the mitzvos no matter who is around 

us. That explains why we must have the white strings in addition to 

the single blue one, to show that it stands out and is distinct. But 

there is more. 

In truth, the blue fringe is not a single strand. It is a thread made of other threads which are 

twisted together. Those threads, in turn, are made from other strands twisted together, so that 

the single strand is actually a mass of tiny individual threads which came together to form one. 

This is Klal Yisrael/The community that is the Jewish People. We are intertwined and connected 

and the knowledge that, even though we may be far apart, our bodies and souls are linked, 

gives us the strength and courage to stand alone against the tide and do what is right and what 

we believe, even when those around us do not share our principles. This thread represents the 

source of our ability to serve HaShem by remembering and fulfilling all His commandments. 

Finally, we do not have merely a single blue thread on a garment, but four of them, one on 

each corner. Without all four, one has not fulfilled the mitzvah. If a garment only has three 

corners, it does not qualify to have tzitzis placed upon it. The four corners represent the four 

directions or the four corners of the world. Only through the Jews everywhere who fulfill 

HaShem’s mitzvos is the world sustained and supported. 

There is strength in our numbers, as long as we keep our focus on HaShem, as directed by the 

sky-blue fringe. 

Want to sign up to get this Shabbos Table Talk each week?  E-mail us at DoItForDovid@Gmail.com. 


