
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

ת ראהפרש  – The Timeless Torah 

 

 בס''ד

 לר''ש 

 יעקב בן שרה לאה

בָּ  תא   ל־ַהדָּ ְתכ   הָאֹנִכי ְמַצו   רֲאש   רכָּ לָּ  ףֹלא־ֹתס   ֹותַלֲעׂש וִתְשְמר וֹ ֹאת םא   אְוֹל יועָּ
ּנו עִתְגרַ  )יג' א'( ִממ ֶּֽ  

 
 

The entire word that I command you that you shall observe to do, you shall 
not add to it and you shall not subtract from it 

The Vilna Gaon asks that this Possuk seems to be a repeat of what we have learnt 
already in Veschanan. The Possuk writes there )'ר ֹתִספו ֹלא )ד' ב ר ֲאש  בָּ ה ָאֹנִכי ַעל־ַהדָּ ְתכ ם ְמַצו   א 

ּנו ִתגְרעו ְוֹלא ִממ   Don’t add on to anything that I command you and don’t subtract from it. 

The Gaon explains that there are two separate commandments. In Parshas Veschanan 
the Torah tells us not to add a new Mitzvah or to subtract a Mitzvah from the total of 
the 613 Mitzvos. Here the Torah means that one should not change the way a Mitzvah 
is done. For example to wear 5 corners of Titzis as opposed to the 4 corners that are 
required. 

In both Pesukim the message is clear; the Mitzvos of the Torah have been calculated to 
be exactly right by Hashem. There is no need to change anything or to “edit” any 
Mitzvah in order to be righteous. 

Rav Shimshon Refoel Hirsch takes this point further. He explains how the above Possuk 
follows the previous Possuk that warns against following the ways of the Goyim in their 
pursuit of Avodah Zara. “If you’re looking to serve Hashem,” he writes, “don’t look for 
new ways other than that which is written in the Torah.” 

If one were to compare this to the law book of the countries of the world, one can easily 
see how incomplete and unsustainable their laws are. As the world changes each 
government in power attempts to improve and adapt their laws to the new 
circumstances. Sometimes that means completely discarding something that was 
previously thought of to be a good law. 

Only Hashem is able to create laws of the world, the holy Torah, which is ensured to be 
applicable whatever the circumstances are. Those who think that the Torah is outdated 
or that it is in need of modernisation are making an awful mistake and history has 
shown how this has only caused an increase in assimilation and intermarriage. The 
future of Klal Yisroel depends on our commitment not to deviate from the Torah and 
not to lose faith in its relevance. 

Many years ago a Rabbi was invited to preview a Jewish art exhibition, called the Prague 
exhibition. It was held in Whitworth art gallery in Manchester and there was a large 
variety of historic Jewish artefacts on display. One such historic item was a special 
Gartel that was used in certain communities during a baby’s Bris Mila and then 
continued to be used to wrap around the Sefer Torah. (Some Yekeshe communities still 
have this Minhag today.) 

Whilst touring around the exhibition, he saw lots of interesting things. Then he came to 
an exhibition case that displayed an old Sefer Torah. 

As he stood there, he overheard two old ladies (clearly not religious) marvelling over the 
Sefer Torah. “Wow!” they exclaimed as they took in the beauty and the historic 
relevance of this ‘relic’ of a Torah scroll.  

“Excuse me madam,” the Rabbi said to them, “Do you know that we still use that 
today!?” 

The Torah is timeless and it is always relevant. If we look to observe the Mitzvos without 
changing them, we will become truly righteous people. 

As we move closer to the month of Elul, let us see how we can improve our own 
Mitzvah observance. This is surely a good preparation for the Yom Hadin. 

 

 


