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We try our best to accurately present to you the Rav's words. Accuracy can sometimes get lost in the

transition from spoken to written word. We would like to thank HaRav Nebenzahl for allowing us to

send you this sicha without his first reviewing it. Although it  does expedite matters in getting this

sicha out to you, it does mean that if there is anything in the sicha that may not be understood, the

fault is with us and not with HaRav Nebenzahl.

The Rav asks that his and other Divrei Torah are not read during Tefillah or the Rabbi's sermon.

Shabbat Shalom,

Nehemiah Klein

The  Yeshiva  would  like  to  express  its  gratitude  to  Richard  and  Anita  Grossman  for  their  ongoing

support  for  the  Yeshiva  in  general  and  specifically  our  computer  center.   This  enables  us  to

communicate this sicha to you each week - "lehagdil Torah ulehaadira".

HaRav Nebenzahl on Vayigash

 YOSEF'S REBUKE OF HIS BROTHERS AND ASARA B'TEVES

"Yosef said to his brothers: I have Yosef, is my father still alive, but his brothers could not answer

him because they were left disconcerted before him" (Bereishis 45:3). Perhaps the "velo yachlu",

they could not, is a punishment measure for measure for what we read regarding the brotehrs in

Parshas Vayeshev: "velo yachlu dabro leshalom" "they could not speak to him peaceably" (Bereishis

37:4). Because they were unable to speak to him in a fine manner, therefore now they were unable

to speak to him due to their shame.

Chazal  comment on this  pasuk: "woe to us upon the day of reproof,  woe to us for  the day of

judgment" - what will be with us when Hashem judges and reproves us for what we have done.

Yosef, almost the youngest among the tribes stands before them and they are unable to answer him

how much more so when we stand before Hashem. Interestingly, we do not find any specific reproof

in the psukim, on the contrary Yosef speaks to them in a very gentle manner - it was all for the best,

he was given honor, Hashem sent me in order to save them. Why then does the Gemara refer to it as

a reproof?

My father z"l suggested the following: Yosef asked his brothers: "is my father still alive", did we not

already read in Parshas Miketz that Yosef had told them that their father was alive? From the time
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they had told him that their father was alive and until this point they had not left Egypt, how could

they  possibly  have  known  otherwise?  Therefore,  what  was  he  asking  them?  Yosef  meant  the

following, "is my father still alive after all the trouble you caused him by selling me to the Egyptians?"

This is perhaps a rebuke. On the other hand, perhaps Yosef felt that had the brothers not known that

he was Yosef then they had nothing to be afraid of - their father would never find out the truth. They

feared that perhaps now he would tell their father what truly happened.

In addition, perhaps the reproof centers on the words: "I am Yosef" - I am not a dangerous man, just

look at how good I am to you. Not only were you mistaken in your deeds but your judgment was

entirely mistaken. This is what we must fear when we stand before Hakadosh Baruch Hu in judgment

- He will show us how much we were mistaken in our lives, that we did not learn enough Torah, did

not perform enough mitzvoth, and did not pray with the proper kavana. Perhaps we are not as

careful with the laws of Shabbos or other areas of halachah as we should. The greatest reproof is

being shown just how mistaken we were.

We all recite viduy on Yom Kippur and repent, but are we better people the next year? Our teshuva

therefore is not a full one - we will be shown the truth and be ashamed of ourselves. My Rebbe,

Hagaon Harav Chaim Shmuelevitz zt"l would ask what is the meaning behind "avinu malkenu nekom

nikmas dam avadecha hashafuch" - we ask Hashem to punish the other nations for all the Jewish

blood which they have spilled. Are we asking that six million Germans should die,  or even sixty

million? This can't be - so what revenge are we speaking of? He would explain that the blood of our

brethren will be avenged when they understand how much they were mistaken. The Christians tried

to obliterate us for our religion while the Germans tried to obliterate us as a people. In both cases

they will come to judgment and see that the Jewish nation is true, this is the greatest revenge.

I had difficulty understanding this at first - is this all the punishment that we wish for the Nazi regime

to receive for their heinous crimes, that they should feel a sense of shame? The answer is yes,

shame is  indeed a great  punishment.  There  was once  a man whom I  believe  was a  clerk in  a

government  office  who,  although  did  not  study  in  Yeshivas  Kol  Torah,  he  was  accustomed  to

davening their on Shabbos. He was once accused of unlawfully taking money, we will never know

whether or not the accusation was justified, but what did transpire was that one Shabbos morning

between Shacharis and Musaf he took his own life. Had he been judged then perhaps he would have

spent time in prison and then gone on to lead a good life. However, the shame was so great that he

committed suicide even on Shabbos.

On the other hand, shame in this world is something short-lived. On a personal note, I was once

walking on a snowy day and slipped and fell. My first reaction was to look around to see if anyone

noticed, I was embarrassed. However, as time passed, I did not feel any shame anymore to the

extent that I am able to relate the story to you without embarrassment. Thus, in this world the

shame is short-lived, however shame in the Next World is eternal.

This coming week we will observe the fast of the Tenth of Teves. The Avudraham writes that in a

certain sense this is a more severe fast then the others, for according to many opinions if the Tenth

of  Teves were to fall  on Shabbos we would have to fast  on Shabbos.  Although in today's fixed

calendar this could never happen, theoretically one would have to fast on Shabbos while even Tisha

B'Av as we know if  it  falls  on Shabbos then the fast  is  pushed off  until  the following day. The

Rambam does not accept this view and rules that one would not fast on the Tenth of Teves if it were

to fall on Shabbos.

What does the fast of the Tenth of Teves commemorate? It was the day that Nebuchadnezzar began

the siege on Yerushalayim, one and a half years later the Beis Hamikdash was destroyed? Why must

we mark the beginning of the siege? It is supposed to teach us that had the Jewish nation repented

properly then the destruction would have been avoided. Yirmiyahu would have been able to make

peace with Nebuchadnezzar. There was a false prophet who insisted that Nebuchadnezzar would not

come, but he was mistaken. Yirmiyahu exerted much effort trying to convince the people to make a

peace deal but they did not heed his advice, nor did they repent and therefore the Beis Hamikdash
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was destroyed.

The Rambam writes that we fast today because our deeds are not any better than those of our

ancestors? How does the Rambam know this to be the case? Had we been better than our ancestors

then the Beis Hamikdash would have been rebuilt. The fact that the Beis Hamikdash has not been

rebuilt during our lifetime shows that we are not any better. We must repent and try to better our

ways.

We find in the writings of the prophet, Chizkiyahu having received gifts from the king of Bavel which

were delivered by messengers. Chizkiyahu proceeded to accord the messengers great honor and

display many of the artifacts of his people, as it states: "Chizkiyahu rejoiced with them and showed

the messengers his whole treasure house - the silver, the gold, the spices, the fine oil, his entire

warehouse, and everything that was found in his treasuries, there was nothing that Chizkyahu did

not show them in his palace and in all his realm" (Yeshayahu 39:2). When asked by the prophet

Yeshayahu who these people were, rather than simply answering: "you are the prophet you certainly

should know better than me," he responded they were from a faraway land. His answer was filled

with prided and contained excessive honor accorded to the Babylonians. Yeshayahu responded to

Chizkiyahu by stating that as a result his grandchildren would become servants in Bavel, alluding to

the fact that the Babylonians would one day conquer and assume control of Yerushalayim.

What is interesting to note is Chizkiyahu's response to Yeshayahu: "the word of Hashem that you

have spoken is good", and we then read that Chizkiyahu said to himself: "for there shall be peace

and truth in my own days" (Yeshayahu 39:8). Why did Chizkiyahu feel that it was a good thing for

the Babylonians to come and conquer Yerushalayim? It appears that Chizkiyahu was focusing on the

fact that it will not take effect during his day but at a later stage, during the time of Yirmiyahu and

Micha.   Chizkiyahu heard the warning of Yeshayahu and repented, thus Yeshayahu's admonition and

prophecy as negative as it may have sounded actually contained the positive element of teaching him

that Hashem will accept your tefilla to the extent that the destruction will be delayed.

In the Kinos of Tisha B'Av we make mention of the fact that the Beis Hamikdash should have been

destroyed at an earlier stage but was delayed by 22 years corresponding to the eulogy for King

Yoshiyahu which contained 22 psukim each beginning with a letter of the alef-beit.

As we mentioned above, the fast of Tisha B'Av is not for deeds of our ancestors but for the fact that

we have not improved as is shown by the fact that the Beis Hamikdash has still not been rebuilt in

our day. May we merit the arrival of Moshiach speedily in our day when the Tenth of Teves will be

transformed from a day of fasting to a Yom Tov and a day of joy.
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