
WAITING AND READY
By Rabbi David Ashear, Author of Living Emunah (Artscroll)
 
We are supposed to feel that bishvili nivra haolam, 
that the world was created for each one of us. If 
we ever need anything, and we find it all ready and 
prepared for us, it is because Hashem is taking care 
of our needs even before they arise. Sometimes 
Hashem prepares what we need years in advance, 
and keeps it waiting for us, for the right time.
In 1927, a wealthy Chinese Sephardic Jew named 
Silas Hardoon had a dream: his father appeared 
to him and implored him to do something for his 
people. Silas shrugged it off—after all, there were 
hardly any Jews in China at the time—but when the 
dream persisted, he spoke to the rabbi of the tiny 
Jewish community.
The rabbi's advice was even stranger: he told Silas to 
build a beautiful synagogue in the center of Shanghai, 
with hundreds of seats, a kitchen and a dining room. 
Silas followed the instructions and named the shul 
Beit Aharon, in memory of his father. A few years 
later, he passed away, leaving barely a minyan to 
enjoy the magnificent edifice.
Eight years later, in 1939, the small Polish town of 
Mir suddenly came under Nazi rule. The students of 
the yeshivah fled to Vilna, then to Kobe, Japan, and 
finally to Shanghai, China. Homeless, stateless and 
penniless, they needed a place to live and rebuild. 
They discovered a magnificent shul, built 16 years 
earlier and practically unused, waiting for hundreds 
of students to come and occupy it day and night.
Hashem is working for us way before our needs even 
arise. Then, at exactly the right time, He has our gifts 
individually wrapped for us to benefit from.  

RETURN TO GRACE
By Rabbi Moshe Pogrow, director, Ani Maamin Foundation

Based on excerpts from the commentary of Rabbi Shamshon Raphael Hirsch zt"l on Chumash, with 
permission from the publisher.

After the luchos were given for the second time, klal Yisrael was again 
commanded to build a Mishkan for them. Cheit ha’eigel had jeopardized 
this command, with far-reaching significance. The Mishkan would now be 
constructed in the shadow of a completely new experience.

The people now realized how imperfect they still were, how much they 
needed to work on themselves, how greatly they were in need of atonement. 
They had experienced a relationship with Hashem in all the severity of 
His judgment, but also in all the fullness of His grace—from the depths of 
rejection, to the heights of Divine favor regained.

The Mishkan became the place from which their ideals would shine forth 
forever to individual and community alike. It was the place where, no matter 
what error or weakness, they would find renewed strength to work their way 
up again, to find the strength to persevere in their calling, and find Hashem’s 

Although our clothes are man-made, we thank Hashem for 
creating the raw materials to make them (wool, silk, and cotton), 
the wisdom to produce them, and the money to buy them.

Animals have no need for clothes. They have fur, hair, skin and 
feathers to protect their bodies. But people are not just smart 
animals. We were created b'tzelem Elokim and must reinforce 
that sense of dignity. Indeed, the Gemara tells us that R' Elazar 
called clothing the honor of a person. That is why we stress that 
Hashem clothes the “undressed," because without our clothes, 
we would be naked as animals. 
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help.

Thus, the cheit ha’eigel story was recorded for 

all time, and placed in between the command to 

build the Mishkan and klal Yisrael's execution 

of that command. It provides documented 

proof that it is possible to be forgiven, no matter 

what.

But the most important point to consider 

is this: the greatest national crime was 

committed, and the highest grace was attained 

from G-d—without a sanctuary, and without 

korbanos. If any more proof were needed that 

the Mishkan and korbanos in and of themselves 

do not secure G-d’s favor, but are only guides 

to attain His grace, such proof is found in these 

events.

In Pekudei, the precious metals used in this 

Mishkan are totaled. The amount pales in 

comparison to the treasures used for the Beis 

Hamikdash later on; nevertheless, neither Beis 

Hamikdash became as great as the Mishkan. 

Only in the Mishkan did the Shechinah appear 

for all to see, only the Mishkan never fell 

into the hands of an enemy. The second Beis 

Hamikdash, despite all its splendor, lacked 

even the primary aron and the urim v’tumim. 

Grandeur means little to the essence of a 

mishkan. 

ONE NATION AMIDST ANOTHER
by Rabbi Dovid Sapirman, dean, Ani Maamin Foundation

Parshas Hachodesh commemorates our extraordinary redemption from 
Mitzrayim, with all its associated miracles. The mitzvah to mark Rosh Chodesh, 
with Nisan counted as the first month, was the very first commandment given to 
klal Yisrael as a nation.

At the end of the 40 years in the desert, Moshe Rabbeinu reviewed the 
significance of yetzias Mitzrayim and Matan Torah for the generation about 
to enter Eretz Yisrael. He emphasized a point that seems to be obvious: “Did 
Hashem ever come to miraculously extract one nation from the midst of 
another, with signs and wonders, as He did in Mitzrayim before your eyes?" Of 
course if Hashem took them out of Mitzrayim, it was "one nation from the midst 
of another."

There is a very fundamental idea hidden in this seemingly superfluous phrase. 
Klal Yisrael had become enamored with Egypt. At that time, Egypt was the 
cutting edge of society. It was wealthy and powerful, with a culture that, 
although corrupt, was lavish and enticing, Bnei Yisrael had already begun to 
worship Egyptian gods. They wanted very much to be accepted into Egyptian 
society. They had stopped performing bris milah so that they would not look 
different from the Egyptians. So with every stressful incident in the midbar, they 
reverted to this longing, threatening to return to Egypt.

In order for klal Yisrael to become the am haTorah, to fulfill the destiny that is 
the purpose of all creation, klal Yisrael must be separate from the other nations. 
While we view life as a corridor to Olam Haba, other nations have no interests 
but physical pleasure. Our morals and ethics, our conduct and our middos, must 
be different from theirs. How can we live among such people, associate with 
them, and not be affected by their ways?

Hashem says, “No! You will not mingle with them.” Yetzias Mitzrayim will show 
one nation in the midst of another. You will take lambs on 10 Nisan, announcing 
to all that we reject Egyptian gods and culture. You will perform bris milah 
again, in preparation for the Korban Pesach. The smell of roasted Egyptian gods 
will waft all across Mitzrayim. Those who cannot make this separation cannot 
be redeemed, and will perish during the plague of darkness.

This was a lesson not only for that era, but for all subsequent generations. The 
more we remain aloof, the more secure we are of Hashem's favor. When we rub 
shoulders with them, their culture rubs off on us, and there are always negative 
consequences. Let us remember this Pesach and always, that we were taken out, 
"one nation from the midst of another." 

BIRDS OF A FEATHER

Why are there so many kinds of feathers?

All birds have feathers, but each has the type of feathers it needs for existence—for example, the 
eagle has very different feathers from the American dipper. Contour feathers give a bird color and 
shape. The largest of these are strong, stiff wing feathers that support the bird during flight. Tail 
feathers provide stability and control, while feathers on the sides of the body streamline the wings 
and tail. Down feathers create a puffy tangle of insulating air pockets to keep the bird warm. There 
are many more types of feathers, each designed to fulfill a specific function. The plan and purpose 
for which they were created is too obvious for an honest person to ignore.  

Adapted from Emunah: A Refresher Course (Melohn Edition; Ani Maamin Foundation/Mosaica Press)
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