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  Feature artiCLe 
Mitzvos vis CYPersPaCe
can one be yotzei mitzvos via his internet 
connection?
By: rav Yosef fund

In today’s world, technology has become part and parcel of our 
everyday life. the constant appearance of new inventions and innovations often sparks fascinating and 
complicated discussions as to their halachic ramifications. An often discussed shailah relates to the 
use of the internet and other forms of connectivity to participate virtually in various functions. can one 
answer amen to brachos heard via skype? can he be counted in a minyan? 

rav chaim elazar spira of Munkatch and author of Shu”t Minchas Elazar,1 discusses a question 
regarding answering amen to a berachah heard over the telephone. A fellow was celebrating a l’chaim 
and wanted his friend to join in the simchah over the phone. the rebbe was asked if the friend was 
supposed to answer amen to the berachah of Borei Pri Hagafen. 

the Minchas Elazar begins his answer by quoting the Shulchan Aruch,2 which rules: “If ten are in one 
place and reciting Kaddish and Kedusah, even one who is not with them may answer.”  “However,” 
continues the Shulchan Aruch, “there are those who say that there may not be any form of uncleanness or 
avodah zarah between the chazzan and the one who is outside the building.” 

the Minchas Elazar then asks: need one be concerned when responding amen to a berachah heard 
over the telephone that there may be uncleanness between the one reciting and the one responding? the 
Minchas Elazar answers that this is not an issue regarding a berachah heard over the telephone, since the 
telephone signal is carried through the telephone wires. 

the author of the Minchas Elazar lived before the onset of World War II, and this particular response 
was written before World War I. In those days the phone wires ran along the highways at a height greater 
than 10 tefachim above the ground. those wires were considered as in a different domain. this reasoning 
may not necessarily be applicable today, as cellphone, internet and many other forms of communication 
are carried by waves through the air and not through wires. 

the horN over the horN:
this brings us to another hypothetical question: can one fulfill the mitzvah of shofar over the phone?3  
the Minchas Elazar rules in the negative. His reasoning is that one must hear the sound of a shofar, 
not the sound of an echo. He describes the sound of a person over the telephone as a weak sound, not 
entirely similar to the sound of the one talking; hence, the sound of the shofar would not be true to the 
original. 

rav nota shlomo shlissel,4  a student of the Minchas Elazar, differentiates between a phonograph 
and a telephone. He asserts that when hearing a voice over a telephone, one is hearing the actual 
speaker’s voice, immediately and without any hefsek; this is not the case with a phonograph. rav 
shlissel compares hearing something over a telephone to hearing shofar with the aid of an ear trumpet, 
something that the Shu”t Halachos Ketanos5 allows. rav shlissel writes that his teacher’s response in 

1  Volume 2: siman 72
2  o.c. 55: 20
3  It should be noted that the question regarding the shofar is largely academic, since using a telephone on Yom tov is 
prohibited.
4  printed in Yerushas Hapleitah 5766 (siman 10: p. 28)
5  Volume 2: 45
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the Minchas Elazar was published in the year 5667 (1906-7), and may have been written even earlier. 
In the ensuing three or four decades until rav nota shlomo’s time, telephones had improved, and while 
voice was not always transmitted clearly, shofar and trumpet sounds were always clear, a point that he 
reports he confirmed many times through experimentation. Interestingly, he quotes a response found in 
only some editions of Shu”t Shaarei De’ah (levitan),6 where it is written that in case of difficulty, there 
is basis to consider the sound heard over a telephone as the sound of a shofar, since: “It is generally 
accepted among those who have a telephone and make use of it that the sound heard over a telephone is 
the voice of the speaker without any change.” 

(It is not entirely clear what Shaarei De’ah is trying to prove by appealing to popular opinion. perhaps 
it is to determine how a telephone operates.7 Alternatively, one may understand that Shaarei De’ah is 
not attempting to determine facts, but how one ought to perceive them. According to this reading, since 
users perceive the voice they are hearing as that of the speaker, we ought to treat it as the same in terms 
of halachah.)

What is that i hear?
rav shlomo Zalman Auerbach8 rules that one cannot fulfill mitzvos through sound transmitted 
electronically. He takes the position that all sound heard via a microphone is not considered the sound 
of the shofar or the original speaker; rather, it is considered the sound of the loudspeaker. rav Auerbach 
explains that this is like inserting a record into a record player, whereby the needle rubbing against the 
record causes the sound to come from the speaker of the record player. therefore, what is heard is not 
the sound of the voice that was recorded but rather a new sound produced by the loudspeaker. similarly, 
when a person talks or blows shofar into a microphone, the sound heard from the speaker is not the 
original sound, but a new sound.  As such, rav Auerbach takes the position that one cannot fulfill 
mitzvos, or recite amen to berachos, when the sound is heard over a microphone. 

In a footnote, rav shlomo Zalman Auerbach adds that after the original article was published, he had 
occasion to talk with the Chazon Ish, who stated that in his opinion: “It may be that since the sound 
heard is created through speech, and is heard immediately as is normal speech, there is the possibility 
that this is just like hearing from a speaker.”9 rav Auerbach writes that he did not understand the 
position of the Chazon Ish.10 

PraCtiCaL aPPLiCatioN
As mentioned earlier, the Shulchan Aruch rules that one may answer to Kaddish or Kedushah from a 
distance. the Mishnah Berurah11 comments that this applies even if the person who hears the chazzan 
is in a different house, which is far away. still, as the Mishnah Berurah states, when ten men, who 
constitute a minyan, are in one place, the Shechinah dwells among them. therefore, even an iron barrier 
would not block anyone who wishes to join up with his Heavenly father Who dwells among the ten. 

It follows that one participating with a minyan using sype cannot be counted toward the minyan since he 
is not in the same location as the other, but can he join in answering amen? 

rav shlomo Zalman Auerbach12 writes that perhaps only one who is standing near a synagogue and 
hears the prayers over a loudspeaker should answer amen, but if someone is standing at some distance 
and only hears a blessing over the telephone he should not answer amen. His reasoning seems to be 
that to answer amen, a connection is required between the one who hears the blessing and the one who 
recites it. similarly, Shu”t Avnei Yashpeh13  quotes rav elyashiv14 as saying, “one who answers amen 
to a berachah heard over the radio is comparable to one who answers amen upon receipt of a telegraph 
notifying him that somewhere in the world, someone recited a blessing.”

so although one can view simchahs, until they are able to attend in person, according to these authorities 
they cannot participate in any of the minyanim that take place there or answer amen.

6  Volume 1: siman 2. He mentions that some editions have a completely different response printed in the same siman. 
see also shaarei De’ah, Volume 1: siman 194.
7  In Meorei eish (edition 5770, Volume 2: shaar 4, p. 564), rav shlomo Zalman Auerbach writes that he feels the 
need to refute the notion that the actual voice of the speaker is transmitted over telephone wires or radio waves. (see 
further discussion from rav shlomo Zalman in this article.) 
8  Meorei eish (ibid, p.561)
9  perhaps this argument is what the shaarei De’ah was referring to when mentioning popular perception.
10  It is worth noting that rav Henkin writes in edus leyisroel page 122 that if one can, even with difficulty, hear 
without a hearing aid, he should not use it (either on shabbos or for the performance of mitzvos), since there are those 
who consider sound heard through a hearing aid as sound heard through an echo.
11  ad loc
12  Meorei eish(ibid., p. 563)
13  Volume 1,  o.c. 9
14  Avnei Yashpeh does not identify rav elyashiv by name; otzar teshuvos leshailos Hametzuyos, siman 40, 
attributes the quote to rav elyashiv.
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