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Staten Island Z’manim 

 לכל זמן ועת
 

 אמר אל אלעזר בן אהרן הכהן וירם את המחתת מבין השריפה )יז:ב(
Say to Elazar the son of Aharon the Kohen and let him pick up the 

firepans from amid the blaze (17:2) 
After the fire consumed the people, Elazar is told to pick up the firepans 

from amid the blaze. Why did HaKadosh Baruch Hu specifically tell 
Elazar the son of Aharon to do this, and not Aharon HaKohein himself? The 
Gemara (Brachos 27b) relates the incident where Rabban Gamliel 
embarrassed Rebbe Yehoshua, and because of this he was demoted from 
his leadership position. They said, “Who shall we appoint as a leader in his 
place? If we appoint Rebbe Yehoshua, it was because of him that Rabban 
Gamliel was demoted – this would cause terrible damage to Rabban 
Gamliel.” Eventually, they decided to appoint Rebbe Elazar ben Azarya. The 
Meiri writes that for the same reason in Parashas Korach, Hashem 
commanded that Elazar should pick up the firepans and not Aharon, for since 
it was because of Aharon that they died – it was not appropriate that 
specifically Aharon should do this. (Umatok HaOhr) 

 

The congregation of Korach died in a 

miraculous fashion, in which the earth opened up 

around them, swallowed them up, and then 

returned to normal ground (16:31). Rav Elimelech 

Biderman suggests that it was necessary to have 

such a grand miracle to ensure that no one will 

forget about Korach and how bad Machlokes is. 

Although the Gemara says (Brachos 58b) that 

when someone passes away they are forgotten over 

time, by having this miracle occur with Korach’s 

death, the lesson of Korach will never be forgotten. 
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A long while ago, there was a Jewish owned shoe factory that was very successful, but the 

owners refused to close it for Shabbos.  The local Rav would never give up on trying to 

persuade the owners to close for Shabbos, and he tried at every opportunity he could. The 

owners complained to him that it was impossible for them to run their business any other 

way. They explained that the law makes them close the factory on Sundays, and if they didn’t 

work on Shabbos, their ovens would have to be shut down for two whole days, and this would 

ruin their method of production since they needed a very high degree of heat to make their 

shoes. They claimed that it would take too long to reach the required temperature and that 

would dramatically decrease their production. They said that they couldn’t ‘afford the luxury’ 

of closing down for Shabbos. When the Rav saw that all of his arguments were not successful, 

he invited the Chofetz Chaim to come and talk with the stubborn factory owners. He warned 

the Chofetz Chaim as they went to visit the factory that he should be prepared to answer their 

argument that the ovens can’t be left unheated for two days. The Chofetz Chaim said that he 

wouldn’t even discuss that point. He said, “If these successful businessmen know how to set 

up such a big factory, they will also find a way to solve their problem of the ovens. The one 

thing they don’t know is the importance of Shabbos observance, and this is what we must 

teach them. Once they appreciate the value of Shabbos, they will develop some new technique 

to help their business so that they will not suffer from observing Shabbos.” The Chofetz 

Chaim met with the men, and all he spoke about was the importance of Shabbos Kodesh and 

how special it is, and his strategy worked. The factory owners were so impressed by the 

sincerity and caring of the Chofetz Chaim, and how passionate he was about the importance of 

Shabbos and the great reward there was for observing it, that they decided right then that the 

factory would begin to remain closed for Shabbos! The Chofetz Chaim later said, “If someone 

is taught to really care about something, all his excuses will vanish into thin air!” 
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       B’Kitzur… 
      A Quick Look at Hilchos Tefilah 

If a Kohein or Levi was called up for an 

Aliyah, but they were in the middle of Davening 

Shemoneh Esrei, another Kohein or Levi may be 

called up in their place and there is no concern 

about causing suspicions about their lineage, since 

everyone can see that they are not going for the 

Aliyah because they are Davening and are unable 

to. (Kitzur Shulchan Aruch 23:11) 
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 Middos       
The Chofetz Chaim devoted his entire life to the battle 

against speaking Lashon Hara. He pointed out that it is as great 

an Aveirah to hear Lashon Hara as it is to speak it, and he made 

every attempt to avoid, even inadvertently, to overhear evil 

words. In his old age, when his hearing began to fail, he rejoiced, 

and he explained that now he has even less of a chance of 

hearing Lashon Hara, without devoting as great of an effort! 

Every moment that was free of Lashon Hara, he considered a 

triumph and he would pursue all avenues to distract and delay 

potential forbidden speech from people. One time, a Maggid 

came to the town of the Chofetz Chaim, and he asked for 

permission to deliver a well-prepared Shiur on the topic of 

Lashon Hara. The Chofetz Chaim was thrilled and happily 

approved, and he even attended the Shiur himself. The Maggid 

spoke for a full two hours, drawing upon every possible source to 

impress upon his listeners the evil effects of Lashon Hara. He 

encouraged the people to improve their manners of speech and 

brought proof after proof to the truth of his words. The Chofetz 

Chaim listened intently and absorbed the words of the Maggid, 

agreeing with every word. After the Shiur, the Chofetz Chaim 

thanked the Maggid, however, the Maggid seemed to be 

troubled. He told the Chofetz Chaim that he did not have a good 

feeling about the impact of his lecture, and he was unsure if he 

made any impression on anyone at all. He asked the Chofetz 

Chaim if he had wasted his time. “Chas V’Shalom!” exclaimed 

the Chofetz Chaim. “Don’t you realize that for the entire two 

hours that you spoke, not a single person that was present spoke 

a word of Lashon Hara? It was two hours free of Lashon Hara— 

all on account of you! What a truly marvelous achievement!” 
 

Rav Gamliel Rabinovitch, Shlit”a, teaches that when a person considers his life, 

he will see from every detail of it that Hashem has orchestrated it for him to be 

exactly as it is, and sometimes Hashem will arrange for an event to occur, and 

through this event it will bring him to complete Teshuvah, and change him into a 

completely different person. Rav Gamliel says that one story, out of thousands of 

similar stories, depicts this. Once, a Jewish girl from a nonreligious family went on a 

trip around the world for several months. At first she stayed in constant touch with 

her parents, but after a short while she stopped calling them, and her whereabouts 

became unknown. This girl had a brother who was a Ba’al Teshuvah, and he had 

completely returned to the ways of his ancestors. When the mother saw that there 

was no more contact from her daughter, she asked this son to travel to the country 

where his sister was known to be last, and to try and find her and see what had 

happened to her. The brother accepted the mission and traveled to that faraway 

place, and began his search for her. Eventually, he was able to find her, and he asked 

her what had happened to her. He was astonished to hear that she met a non-Jewish 

boy from a specific cult who was very prominent in this culture, and she wanted to 

marry him, Chas V’Chalilah! He tried to persuade her not to do this, but he saw that 

she would not be swayed. He asked her to at least return to Israel and inform their 

parents. His intention was that he hoped that when she returned home, they would be 

able to come up with some way to turn her away from this lunacy. She agreed, and 

she returned with him to her parents. The joy in seeing her did not last long, and 

when she revealed her desire to marry a non-Jew all the household members became 

very sad and they tried to dissuade her with all kinds of arguments, but they had no 

success. Before she traveled back to that distant place, her brother tried one more 

plan, and he went to the house of the Rav who had been the positive influence on 

him, and he told him the entire story. He devised a scheme that if he could bring his 

sister to the ladies’ section of the Shul at a specific time when the Rav would be 

giving a Shiur, and he requested of the Rav that in his lecture he speak about the 

severity of a Jew marrying a non-Jew, and perhaps he would have an influence on 

his sister. The plan was implemented and he managed to bring her to Shul, but his 

hopes were dashed when he saw that just on this particular day, the Rav was unable 

to give the Shiur, and he sent someone else in his place, and it appeared that all his 

efforts were for nothing. The person gave the Shiur from the Kitzur Shulchan Aruch, 

and on that particular day they were studying the laws of returning a lost object, 

Hashavas Aveidah. The substitute lecturer took a long time explaining things and he 

explained the virtue of the Mitzvah of returning a lost object, and he spoke at length 

about the logic of it, finished his Shiur and left the Shul. The sister returned to where 

she came from, and remained rebellious, desiring to still marry that non-Jew. A short 

time passed, however, and she called her brother and informed him that she decided 

to cancel her plans. She asked him to come back and rescue her, and return her to the 

family. He left immediately to get her, and brought her home. When he asked her 

what happened that she changed her mind, she told him that she went on a trip with 

that non-Jew, and as they were walking, he found a wallet with a nice amount of 

money in it, and even though it had the name of the individual who lost the wallet, 

he ignored this and put all the money in his pocket. She said, “I remembered the 

Shiur about returning a lost object, and when I saw him do this, I tried talking to him 

and I told him that he should return it to its owner since he had his identification, 

and I asked him why he was ignoring the distress of the one who lost it? He did not 

want to listen to me and he said whoever finds something gets to keep it.” The girl 

continued to relate that this non-Jew was one of the most important in his sect, and 

his followers were constantly donating decent amounts of money to him, and he was 

in fact quite wealthy. She said, “It appeared to me that keeping the money he found 

was just a cruel act, and I immediately decided that I will not marry a cruel person.” 

Rav Gamliel says that we see from this how Hashem designs everything, and our 

plans might not be the correct and proper way to do things, but what we least expect 

to work, is sometimes exactly what is needed! 
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 בס"ד

When saying a Brachah, it is important to say the words 

with Kavanah, concentration and focus. This is especially 

true for Birchas HaMazon, which if said without 

Kavanah, one may be required to repeat (See Mishnah 

Brurah 60:7, Sha’ar HaTziyon 193:3). For Brachos, no other 

thoughts should take over one’s mind besides the meaning of 

the words he is saying, the reason he is saying the Brachah, 

and to Whom he is reciting the Brachah to— Hashem. Not 

even Torah thoughts should be had while a Brachah is being 

said (Mishnah Brurah 191:5). Additionally, nothing else 

should be done while one is reciting a Brachah, even a 

simple task that might distract one’s Kavanah (See Shulchan 

Aruch HaRav 183:14). It is proper to recite Brachos out loud, 

and not in a whisper, because hearing one’s voice will stir 

him to have better Kavanah (Mishnah Brurah 185:3). 

Brachos should be recited slowly with each word clearly 

enunciated (Mishnah Brurah 172:7).  
 

Pearls of Wisdom… A Word for the Ages 
Seforim write that the letters of the word Tammuz (תמוז) 

stand for: באים’משמשים ו’שובה מ’מני ת’ז , which means the 

time for Teshuvah is approaching, and it hints to us that the 

Days of Judgment— Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur, are 

soon upon us. Rav Chaim Kanievsky, Shlit”a, said that the 

letters of Tammuz can also stand for: תלמד ז’הר ו’זדרז מ’ת , 

meaning that on each of the seven days of the week we 

should be busy with learning Torah! 
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