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…Continued from previous week 

 

1) Kiddush Levana may be recited until, but not including, the sixteenth day from the 

Molad [in Yerushalayim], as at that point the moon is no longer "new"; rather it then 

begins to diminish again. (Shulchan Aruch Siman 426:3 and Mishna Berura S"K 18. The Rama 

gives a slightly shorter time, which would shave a few hours off of the end time, so it's best to 

not push off saying it until the absolute latest time. See Mishna Berura S"K 19 for the calculation 

of the Rama) 

 

For example, if the Molad is on Sunday, January 1 at 6:55 am [in Yerushalayim], 

Kiddush Levana may be recited until the second Monday afterward, January 16 at 6:55 

am [in Yerushalayim], thus in actuality the final time for Kiddush Levana would be the 

entire Sunday night, January 15 [in Yerushalayim] and until 11:55 pm on Sunday night 

in New York. (Or a few hours earlier, according to the Rama. Every city should calculate its 

own time, based on the corresponding time of the Molad in Yerushalyim. See Mishna Berura 

Siman 426 S"K 17) 

 

2) Kiddush Levana should L'Chatchila not be recited while standing under a roof or 

awning, rather it should be recited standing directly under the sky.  

 

The reason for this is that Kiddush Levana is akin to "greeting" the Shechinah, and it 

isn't respectful to "greet the King" under a roof, as the usual way to greet kings was 

by "going out into the street" to greet them. (Mishna Berura Siman 426 S"K 21) 

 

Of course, if it was recited under a roof the obligation has been satisfied, and one who 

has a legitimate reason to be unable to go out under the sky, may recite it from 

indoors, after seeing the moon through a window. (ibid.) 

 

3) When reciting Kiddush Levana it is proper to be facing Mizrach. ( i.e. the direction 

faced during Tefilah, toward Yerushalayim, which isn't necessarily always East. Ruling of Rav 

Moshe Feinstein Zatzal, as heard from one of his students.) 
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4) Kiddush Levana, as we have learned, is an extremely important Mitzvah, as it is 

akin to greeting the Shechinah, and if this Mitzvah would have been the only Mitzvah 

we merited receiving from Hashem it would have been sufficient [to sustain us the 

chosen nation]. (See Talmud Sanhedrin 42a and Rashi Dibur Hamaschil Dayan) 

 

It is due to the high esteem of this Mitzvah that we perform it while standing. (Talmud 

ibid.) 

 

5) Being that this Mitzvah alone would have sustained us, performing it is considered 

like performing all the Mitzvos of the Torah! 

 

Therefore it is incumbent on every Jew to ensure that he performs this Mitzvah each 

month and doesn't miss it due to inclement weather or other reasons; one should even 

wake up in the middle of the night in order to perform this Mitzvah (i.e. if it is the last 

night, and he will otherwise miss it) (See Yosef Ometz Siman 467) 

 

When reciting Kiddush Levana, each word should be enunciated slowly and clearly as 

is respectful when greeting the King, Hashem.(See Kaf HaChaim Siman 426:9) 
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Sometimes you have to let things go to make room for better things to 

enter your life. 
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