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 פרשת לך לך 
This adaptation is dedicated in honor 

of the upcoming wedding of our dear daughter and son, 
Ariella & Jonathan, 

and Jonathan’s Aufruf this Shabbos. 
 ולרפואה שלימה: העניא בת פריידל

 

   

 
לך לך מארצך וממולדתך ומבית אביך אל הארץ "

)א, יב( "אשר אראך   “Go for yourself from your land, from your relatives, and from your father’s house to the land that I show you.”  
 “Go for yourself” is a great and amazing call to each of us.  Every person feels that Hashem says this to him.  Just as HKB”H instructed Avraham to “go for himself,” as the father of the nation, so too, He calls to his children after him, in every generation.  “Come to Me, seek Me, draw close to Me; do not allow anything to confuse you.”  Go to yourself – to your inner essence, to the essence of matters, to the soul in everything.  Why is it so hard for people to keep mitzvos?  Because they have not merited revealing the inner portions of Torah, the pleasure of being close to Hashem, the delight in the knowledge that Hashem loves us; that Hashem is with us in whatever we endure.  When everything is superficial, we have no strength and we skip, take shortcuts – consequently, we have even less vitality and we are ever farther away.  When we do not have the inner essence of things – everything is heavy and difficult.  The connection to Hashem is the delight of yiddishkeit - this simple, personal and natural bond.  Hashem, I love You.  Hashem, I want You.  Within every Jew, there is a tremendous element – a Divine point that is unlimited, that HKB”H cannot forego.  We must dig and dig until we connect to this point - the point of desire and craving for Hashem.  The soul wants Hashem.  We must pay attention to it.  There are moments in which the 

heart tells us to go, to flee and not to remain in the place in which we find ourselves because it is not where we belong.  Just like Avraham Avinu, who left Ur Kasdim, and went to himself, to his soul.  He knew what his soul longed for and he was not confused by the opinions, ideas and theories of his generation, who worshipped idols.  He made room for his own voice, the voice of his heart that longs and craves for closeness to Hashem.  A genuine Jew, when he sees truth, immediately grabs it.  Such was Avraham Avinu – at the age of three, he already recognized his Creator.  A mere toddler walking around the world, marveling at wondrous creation, repeatedly asking, “Who created all of this?”  The more he sought, the more his will was amplified to recognize the Creator of the World.  The Creator opened gates before him and the light of emuna began to illuminate the face of the globe.  Inner essence is doing everything for Hashem’s glory – with humility and modesty, with wholesomeness and emuna.  Every action that we perform, every thought that crosses our mind must be analyzed.  If it is even a little flamboyant, a little superficial – we must be alarmed.  “Hashem, help me find my inner essence.  Help me so that whatever I do be for Your honor – to do Your will.”  “Go for yourself from your land, from your 
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relatives, and from your father’s house.”  Where to?  Go where?  Now, we do not ask any questions!  Now, abandon everything, discard your intellect and follow Me.  The destination will reveal itself on the way.  Essentially, there is no destination.  The destination is following Me itself.  In other words, you must constantly look to Me and see how I signal to you.  One moment to the right, the next, to the left - then straight – then pause.  You are traveling to Eretz Yisroel, the holy land, to bring down the Divine light to the world, to all of humankind.  However, the entire existence of the Divine light is absolute nullification and following Me in every motion, stride and step.1  We want so many things and we need so many things – but what we really need is to forget about our own desires.  Our desires must be the same as the Divine will.  We must constantly assess ours to ensure that they conform to Hashem’s will.  We nullify our own essence and thereby reach our true essence.  A person must always tell himself, “There is a Master of the House.  Right now, this is what is happening to me?  Yet, there is a Master of the House.”  This is what Avraham Avinu taught us – no matter what occurs, we do not become confused, we do not say that so-and-so did this to us.  Every moment is a challenge to connect to the Master of the House.  We must cast aside all of the things that hinder and confuse us – our sense of self, our ego, our honor.  All of these external things turn us into angry, dissatisfied, pedantic and deprived people.  When we manage to neutralize all of these and remember that everything is from Hashem and for the best – we connect to truth.  The light of Hashem begins to shine within us.  Love for Hashem burns in the heart of every Jew.  We need only remove the “Lot.”  Lot (לוט) means veil, a covering.  Instead of feeling Hashem, we feel all of our illicit desires.  We think about 
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ourselves and forget Hashem.  We must remove the Lot, the coverings – as Avraham Avinu did when he said to Lot, “Please separate from me.  If you go left then I will go right.”2  The yetzer hora stalks us in every corner.  It never gives up.  We must constantly fight it.  We must transform the fiery bonfire of illicit desires that burns within us into a fiery bonfire of holiness and love of Hashem.  We must exchange the illusory physical “Gan Eden” of physical pleasures for the true “Gan Eden” that is all clinging to Hashem.  A Jew who merits tasting of the sweet flavor of holiness understands that everything else is so base and tasteless.  Can it possibly be that this is what my soul really wants???  “Go for yourself from your land” – leave your earthiness and physicality.  “From your relatives” – abandon your character traits and nature that you have inherited.  “From your father’s house” – forsake your environment, friends, opinions and ideas.  When a person draws himself to holiness (which is an aspect of Avraham Avinu’s travels to Eretz Yisroel), impurity and falsehood bind themselves to him to darken the way.  It is Lot travelling with him.  Lot does not let Avraham go – but Avraham abandons him.  We must self-sacrifice to abandon everything and run after the light that is suddenly revealed to us.  It is not easy – but it is true.  “Go for yourself” is a command.  It had to be a command because it is hard for a person to leave his homeland, where he lived with all his friends and relatives, especially his birthplace and his father’s home.3  A person who proceeds with his truth is not overly agitated by what others do to him, say or think about him. 
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We inherited the courage to be in the minority from Avraham Avinu, the power not to aimlessly drift after every enchanting or shiny object.  Our personal test is most important.  If we successfully bequeath this to our children - it will be their weapon against everything they witness and hear.  Nowadays, it is very difficult to guard our children from external dangers.  There was a time when parents only had to worry about one or two bad friends or neighbors.  Nowadays, the whole world is the child’s neighbor and causes slow damage, continually and not always noticeably.  The street culture infiltrates everywhere.  It is impossible to sequester our children from outside influences.  We must educate them and strengthen them so that their personal tests are their primary focus.4 
 

 Go For Yourself – But Also For Others לך לעצמך אבל גם לאחרים 
 Before there was Torah or mitzvos, Avraham Avinu, our first forefather, clung to Hashem, taught emuna to the masses, drew others close and brought them under the wings of the Shechina.  He would run everywhere he went and they would run after him.  Since he was an expert in all of the theology of idolatry, he would refute them, and show them the error of their ideas.  He would reveal true and holy emuna.  
 That is what Avraham  .100 = לך לך  .50 = לך
Avinu gave in his kiruv efforts.  He gave 100%.  Through his awesome work – the Jewish people were born, a nation that knows Hashem.  We must learn from Avraham Avinu how much sacrifice is necessary to bring each person close to holy emuna.  Each in his own way, with what Hashem has given him.  No one is exempt from this sacred work because there is nothing greater than bringing Jewish souls close to their Father in Heaven.                                                            
 הרש"ר הירש זצ"ל 4

Every Jewish soul yearns for Hashem and our purpose is to help as many Jews as possible to connect to this element inside of them.  To open a path to that element, to stoke this inner coal, delicately and sensitively – to do whatever we can to inspire as many Jewish hearts as we can.  Rebbe Nachman taught that the main glory of Hashem is when those who are most distant are drawn close.  Every baal teshuva, every convert sanctifies Hashem’s name publicly.  That was Avraham’s dream when he proclaimed that there is a Creator of the World.  The Creator had mercy on us and allowed us to recognize Him, come close to Him.  Out of sheer gratefulness, we must help others connect to the light and sweetness of the world.  We influence others.  Everyone in different ways, even small: a smile, a kind word, a short conversation, sharing materials – even just saying hello to a distant person can break partitions that have unfortunately been erected between us.  There are Jews whose love of other Jews is boundless.  They always judge favorably.  The patience they have for everyone, the way they honor everyone –is a real Kiddush Hashem.  One Friday night, a non-religious man walked up to R’ Aryeh Levine, zt”l, with a lit cigarette in his mouth and asked for directions.  Despite the man’s blatant brazenness, the Rav offered to walk him to his destination.  After walking for 15 minutes, the Rav showed him the address he was looking for, never once showing any displeasure.  Amazed, the man said, “You should know that I have a very hard heart.  No one could ever pierce it – until now, until you.  Despite my insolence, you did not get angry or even annoyed.  Therefore, I promise you, if there are people in the world like you, I will not smoke on Shabbos anymore.”  
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 תפילה
 Master of the World!  Teach me to take counsel in You.  So often, I have questions, often, difficult ones, and I know that only You can give me the precise answer of how I must act.  Teach me to ask my question clearly - to put all my doubts, self-interest, concerns, desires, pros and cons on the table.  Help me learn to pay attention to You, Father, because You send me answers in many ways, and all are amazing.  With the great joy that I feel when: (i) I suddenly think of a particular solution, (ii) I hear a “random” phrase that was not even directed towards me but I realize that it is the answer that You are sending me, Father, or (iii) I read something and it precisely answers my question and gives me such a successful solution to the matter that I am dealing with – I am able to proceed and recall many of Your other paths of speaking to us and giving us holy counsel and amazing solutions.  Teach me, Heavenly Father, to pay attention to You because it is such a delight when I am in the midst of doubts – to open my mouth and say, “I want to take counsel in You.”  Master of the World!  Help me, when I see something beautiful in another, when I am impressed by someone, to approach that person and offer a positive comment.  By doing so, I cause so much joy, fuel the person’s soul and give him renewed vitality.  The same is true for me.  Like that person who I observed davening with such dveykus (clinging) that I could not take my eyes off him and after he finished, I complimented him and later heard him telling his wife about my compliment.  Help me be genuine so that the other person knows that I am sincere.  Help me never seek reciprocity or feel forced and thereby create an uncomfortable situation.  Usually, it goes well, invigorates both of us, and brings us close to Hashem.  

Have an awesome, uplifting, and wonderful Shabbos, Dov Elias 
Notice: The foregoing is based on my limited understanding of the Parsha Sheet, Ohr Ha’Emuna, disseminated by Harav Menachem Azolai Shlita and is not a complete or exact adaptation of Ohr Ha’Emuna and is not necessarily even a reliable interpretation of the ideas presented therein.  Ohr Ha’Emuna is published in Hebrew; in translation, accuracy is always compromised.  Rav Azolai has not reviewed this material - any inaccuracies, omissions or confusion should be attributed exclusively to me.  I still hope you enjoy and it provides some chizuk.  Thank you Mordi Blass for helping with some of the Hebrew expressions.  Thank you to my wife, Devorah, for proofreading and commenting on the “working draft.” ©Dov Elias 5777.  (973)9-EMUNA-9        ז        תשע" י"א מר חשון – November 12, 2016 For previous issues and/or to receive this adaptation by weekly email, visit www.tloe.us or email me at LightofEmuna@dovelias.com 
 
 

Drawing hearts to Hashem is above all else.  No one is exempt from this mission – to publicize G-dliness in the world, to disseminate the light.  The primary eminence and majesty of the Creator is when we bring the most distant close to His service.  The Gemara5 tells that there were bullies who lived in R’ Meir’s neighborhood who tormented him.  He prayed for them to die.  His wife, Beruriah, pointed to the pasuk in Tehillim, “Sin will perish from the earth”6 – sin will perish, not the sinners.  Furthermore, the end of the verse says that only the termination of the yetzer hora will ensure that there will be no more evildoers.  Praying for the sinners to die would merely see them replaced by a new generation of sinners.  Therefore, she advised him to pray that they 
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cease sinning, not die.  He listened to his wife and they did teshuva.  We must daven for the entire Jewish nation – that every Jewish soul return in teshuva.  That is the only way to bring the Redemption.  Rebbe Nachman warned against being like dry trees – trees that do not produce fruit.  The “fruit” are additional Jews whom we have brought close to Hashem.  Even in Torah learning, the most important part is to teach others.  As soon as we know some Torah, we must teach it to others.  The Torah that a person learns is measured in accordance with how much chesed and how much self-sacrifice we are prepared to commit ourselves to so that we may teach others.           


