
 

 

   Thankyou to one of our readers for suggesting  to add 

some Halcha to the weekly Torah Treats. This new section 

was sponsored by that family as zechus for them to see  

Banim u’vnay banim oskim batorah u’vamitzvos. 

 Give the following questions some thought, the answers will be 

printed next week..  

1. If a person forgets Mashiv Harauch (M”H) during 

davening, and returns to the start of Shemoneah Esrei 

(S”E). However as he is about to start S”E the minyan is 

saying  Kedusha. Should he first answer kedeshah or 

ignore the Kedusha and start S”E?  

 

2. A person realizes that he forgot M”H, right after he said 

the words Baruach atah Hashem Rofeah Choleah. 

Should he finish the Bracha (amoh yisroel) then start 

S”E again or should he just stop where he is and start 

again? 

 רבות מחשבות

The Midrash states that when iron 

was created the trees became 

frightened, because the sharp blade 

of the axe could cause their 

destruction. Hashem said to them, 

“You need have no fear. Let none of 

you provide wood for the handle, 

and the blade will be 

harmless” (Bereishis Rabbah 5). 

How true! The history of the world, 

as well as the history of the 

individual, substantiates the 

message of the Midrash. Invariably, 

we are our own worst enemies. No 

one else can harm us as grievously 

as we contribute to our own harm, 

yet we always complain that our 

troubles come from without. We 

would do well to examine ourselves 

rigorously before attributing our 

problems to elsewhere. (R’ 

Abraham Twersky) 

Where To Look 

The Weichholz family in memory of  Mr. Naftali Trauring ה  “ע נפתלי חיים בן משה צבינ “לע  

Renov Family ה  “ע רב יוסף בן אליהונ ה“לע  

The Farbman  family in memory of  ה “נ מרדכי לייב בן ישראל אנשיל  ע“לע  

 פרשת בראשית  

“Ayeca” 
From a well-documented incident which occurred concerning the Baal HaTanya, zl, we derive 
a deeper explanation of the word  and its implication to all of us. The Alter Rebbe (Baal 
HaTanya) had been jailed in St. Petersburg, the result of being slandered to the government by 
insecure people who felt threatened by his success. This occurred during the nascent days of 
Chassidus, when any form of worship that deviated from the tried and true was immediately 
suspect of involvement with Shabbthai Tzvi messianism. In Russia, Chabad Chassidus, 
established by the Baal HaTanya, was most prominent. 
While the Rebbe was imprisoned, he was visited by a minister, an assimilated Jew, who was in 
charge of prisoner interrogations. The minister knew a holy man when he saw one, and he 
understood that the prisoner sitting before him, deeply engrossed in thought, was no ordinary 
prisoner. While he was foolish in abandoning his religion, the minister was no fool. He was 
astute and well-versed in Torah literature, having attended yeshivah prior to apostatising 
himself. He turned to the Rebbe and said, “I have long been bothered by a question on the 
Torah for which I have never received a satisfactory answer. When G-d entered the Garden of 
Eden, He spoke to Adam, asking him, ‘Where are you?’ Is it possible that He did not know the 
whereabouts of Adam?” 
The Baal HaTanya listened to the question, and then asked the minister, “Tell me, do you 
believe that the Torah is eternal and that it will be around for all time?” “Yes,” replied the 
minister. He might have been an apostate, rejecting the Torah, but he was well aware that the 
Torah exists and that it is G-d’s communication with man. 
“G-d’s question of Adam,” the Rebbe began, “was a question that each and every one of his 
descendants must ask themselves, Ayeca – ‘Where are you?’ – Every person is granted a 
specific amount of time to live. He is mandated to carry out Hashem’s mitzvos and perform acts 
of kindness to his fellow man. He is asked, Ayeca – ‘Where do you stand with your G-d-given 
mission? How much of your mission have you completed?’” The Rebbe then asked the 
minister, “In the x number of years (the Rebbe knew how old the minister was) that you have 
lived, did you achieve your Heavenly designated goals – or did you fall short? This is what G-d 
asks each and every one of us: Ayeca?”( Rabbi A. L. Scheinbaum) 

 



After the murder of Hevel, Hashem punishes Kayin, with the sentence of being a wanderer. Kayin responds “that my sin is 
too great to bear.” This term is not found anywhere else in the Torah. The only other place these words are found is in 
Shulchan Aruch (124:7). There the Mechaber is talking about the severity of talking during Chazaras Hashatz . “One 
should not speak during the time the Chazan is repeating Tefilah. If one speaks it is a sin, and it is a sin that is too great to 
bear, and the person should be reprimanded.”  Harav Yitzchok Yosef asks what the connection is between Kayin and one 
who speaks during the Davening? The Sefer Shai Lamoreh offers an answer. The Mishna in Pirkei Avos   (1:2) writes “that 
the world stands on three pillars, Torah, Avodah, and Gemilus Chasadim.” Now that we don’t have the Beis Hamikdash to 
bring Korbanos, (which is what Avodah refers to) Tefilah is what avodah refers to.  When one speaks during davening he is 
shaking one of the pillars of the world and this is a great sin. The foundation of the world was destroyed when Hevel was 
killed because, now, nothing will come from him. 
 

 I think the following story illustrates another way to understand Hashem’s conversation with Kayin: 

 On one occasion, the great Baal Mussar, R’ Yisroel Salanter, zt”l, observed two little boys playing with each other. At one point, one of the boys said, 

“I am taller than you. “The other boy argued with him and said, “You are wrong. I am taller than you.” The argument went on for some time. Finally, 

the first boy said, “I will show you that I am taller.” He found a stone and stood on top of it. Gleefully, he exclaimed, “See. Now I am really taller. 

“The second boy just laughed. With one swift motion, he reached up and knocked the first boy to the ground. Then, in a mocking fashion, he said, “I 

told you I am taller than you!” R’ Yisroel watched this entire exchange from a distance. Then, he turned to a talmid and explained, “The middos and 

characteristics of the second boy are repulsive and corrupt. This boy will grow up to be a wicked individual.” When the talmid expressed his surprise, 

R’Yisroel elaborated. “The first boy stood on a stone to show he is taller. The second boy could have stood on a larger stone to show that he taller. 

Instead, he used force to knock his friend down. He wasn’t interested in being taller; he just wanted to minimize the stature of his friend. This is a 

corrupt tendency, which leads to wickedness.” Kayin could have lifted himself up above his brother by doing Teshuvah however he took the easy 

way out and just removed that which made him appear small. (Torah Tavlin) 

 Pick Your Self Up 

 The Gemara in Avodah Zara (8a) quotes a beraisa that outlines the events of Adam’s life. After he sinned, the sun set, and 

darkness filled the earth. Adam thought because of his sin Hashem was returning the world to nothingness. He then began 

to cry for the rest of the night. When the sun began to rise, he realized that it is the cycle of the day. With this, he realized 

that with a sin comes darkness but there is no need to lose hope and think that everything thing is lost. There is still the 

light of tomorrow. This same idea is brought out when Hashem comes to Kayin and asks him “why are you so angry, why 

have you fallen on your face, you can always improve your ways (4:6, 7).” Rav Biderman explains this dialogue in the 

following way: Hashem said ‘Kayin, even if you messed up and you didn’t offer a proper Korban, why are you despairing on 

the future, why have you fallen on your face?.  Any time a person makes a mistake he can he change his ways. I have given 

you a way to change “im taitive”, if you improve and learn from your mistake, then “se’ais” you will be uplifted’.  

פרשת בראשית          
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Make Yourself Bigger 

 Great Burdens 


