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חנוכה  -פרשת מקץ   
This adaptation is dedicated in honor 

of my dear wife, Devorah 

and our dear daughter, Ariella. 

 מזל טוב מושי & יעל!!!

 ולרפואה שלימה: העניא בת פריידל

 

 

  

 
ויהי מקץ שנתים ימים ופרעה חלם והנה עמד על "

  )א, מא( "היאר

“It happened at the end of two years of 

days: Pharaoh was dreaming that 

behold! – he was standing over the 

River.” 
 

“I heard the following story from my holy father: 

His soul once ascended to the higher treasury 

and saw a very young man and a very old man 

following behind him.  They were led to the 

World of Truth, where the young man was called, 

“old” and the old man, “youth.”  When he asked 

for an explanation, he was told that the young 

man had worked exceedingly hard in his few 

short years, while, by contrast, the old man had 

done very little with his many years and was 

therefore considered to be a small and wretched 

child in the World of Truth.  That is what is 

meant by: “It happened at the end of two years.”  

 indicates misery.  There is great anguish at ויהי

the end of a person’s life, when it becomes clear 

that all of his years were a mere “two years of 

days” – i.e. very few productive days.”1 

 

 
) ו, מג" (למה הרעתם לי"  

“Why did you treat me so ill?” 
 

Yaakov Avinu complained to his sons: “Why did 

you tell the ruler of Egypt that you had another 

brother” – thereby “treating me so ill.”  HKB”H 

said: I am busy coronating your son over Egypt 

and you are asking “why did you treat me so ill?”2 

 

“This is the way of man: we are full of grievances 

                                                           
1
 רבי מאיר מפרימישלאן זצ"ל 

2
 מדרש 

and complaints, while the truth is that we 

cannot measure the abundance of kindness 

that the Creator does for us in every moment.  

Every occurrence in a person’s life is directed 

by Divine Providence.  Hashem is good and 

benevolent without limit and without end. 

 

Yaakov, the “choicest of the forefathers,” who the 

Midrash testifies never uttered a wasteful word – 

found place to complain.  And, in the end, 

everything turned out exactly the opposite of 

how he thought it would.  For everything turned 

out entirely for his own good, from Hashem.  

That is even truer for us.  We must be so vigilant 

in taking care not to express any claims against 

HKB”H.”3 

 

Every occurrence in a person’s life is directed 

by Divine Providence.  Hashem is good and 

benevolent without limit and without end.  

We must repeat this sentence frequently and let 

it penetrate into our minds and hearts.  

Precisely in greatest darkness, at the point 

when we feel like it has been enough and we 

cannot continue on – our salvation begins.  

When the goblet is found in Binyamin’s sack – 

the brothers were completely broken for they did 

not know what would happen next and how they 

would possibly return to their father without 

Binyamin, should the ruler decide to incarcerate 

him.  And precisely at that dreadful torment, the 
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amazing redemption was born – it was 

specifically through this that Yosef’s identity was 

revealed to them.  “This is a hint to know and 

make known that when a person is in horrible 

and bitter distress, to the point that his heart is 

terribly twisted around, he must strengthen 

himself to know and have emuna that this too is 

for the best and there	 is	 definitely	wondrous	

compassion	 hidden	 in	 the	 bitterness	 of	 the	

suffering.  We need only cry out and daven to 

Hashem and await His amazing compassion.”4 

 

When	 we	 are	 broken,	 when	 we	 see	 only	

darkness,	G-d	forbid,	we	must	know	that	our	

salvation	 is	near.  Hashem has special love for 

the brokenhearted.  The	tefilla	of	the	poor	man	

is	most	precious	to	HKB”H.  When the destitute 

man prays, HKB”H opens the windows of the sky 

and all other prayers are pushed aside in favor of 

that wretched brokenhearted person – “A prayer 

for a poor man when he enwraps himself and 

pours out his speech before the Hashem.”5  

HKB”H says: delay all the other tefillos in the 

world and let this one enter before Me. 

 

““It happened at the end of two years of days: 

Pharaoh dreamt.”  Even suffering has an end.  At 

first glance, the entire story of Yosef was natural.  

He sat in prison for ten years and then 

interpreted the dreams of the Chamberlain of the 

Bakers and Chamberlain of the Cupbearers.  He 

sat for another two years and then Pharaoh had 

his dream and Yosef was summoned from prison 

to interpret the king’s dream.  It seemed 

ordinary.  But it clearly was not.  Everything was 

calculated per amazing Divine Providence. 

 

Yosef only deserved to be incarcerated for ten 

years – one year for each of his brothers about 

whom he had carried tales.  For one sentence 

that he uttered to the Chamberlain of the 

Cupbearers, he remained in jail for an additional 

two years.  Before he was freed, Yosef asked him 

to tell Pharaoh about him.  This extra effort by 

which Yosef attempted to quicken things, as if it 

was in the Chamberlain’s power to effect the long 
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awaited release, he extended his imprisonment 

by two years.  One year for each excess word.  

When the time came – Pharaoh dreamt.  That is 

how HKB”H runs the world – and so it is for 

every one of us – “He made an end to darkness.”6 

 

When Heaven determines that the end of our 

tribulation, wait, constriction, misery has arrived 

– it is transformed for the good, instantly.  Yosef 

reached the depths of obscurity.  He was sold as a 

slave, thrown into prison.  People in that position 

cannot imagine that they could ever attain a 

position of prominence in life.  But Yosef 

Hatzaddik never stopped dancing and jumping 

throughout his twelve years in prison.  That is 

why he is referred to as a “successful man.”  He 

was successful in gladdening his soul in his 

oppressed conditions.  He never lost his emuna.   

 

A person must learn to lower his head, to forego 

– not to be stubborn, not to fight.  “Whatever 

Hashem wants to do with me – I do not know 

anything, I do not understand anything.  If this is 

what Hashem wants from me right now, I lower 

my head and do it – even if it is exactly the 

opposite of what I thought, of what I wanted.” 

 

When a person foregoes – he is so close to 

Hashem.  “What Hashem wants, He will give me 

and what He does not want, He will not give me.”  

How does Hashem give?  Through our 

forbearance, by way of our not acting as if we are 

capable on our own strength.  “Whatever does 

not happen and whatever does not materialize – 

I love You.”  Like Avraham Avinu, who, when he 

was told to go - went.  He left behind all of the 

souls that he had created in Haran – he 

abandoned his life mission and he followed 

Hashem – without knowing where he was 

headed.  The same was true for the Akeida.  That 

is how one serves Hashem out of love.  Hashem 

created the world with zigzags – one day here, 

the next day there – often ending up in 

circumstances that we could never have 

imagined.  But Hashem’s plans are so different 

than ours.  When we forego, when we lower our 

heads and accept and continue to daven with 
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subjugation: “Hashem, do what You wish with 

me” - Hashem calls to us by way of the very 

obstacle, blockage, delay, difficulty, evil 

inclination.  When	 we	 are	 strong	 in	 these	

trying	 moments	 –	 more	 inner	 strengths	 are	

revealed.	 	Precisely	there,	Hashem	is	 found	–	

precisely	there,	He	loves	us	 -	precisely	 there,	

we	 connect	 to	Him	–	precisely	 there,	we	 feel	

His	Presence.	

 

If	we	truly	know	that	 “there	is	nothing	aside	
from	Hashem”	(אין עוד מלבדו)	–	 it	 is	impossible	
to	 be	 sad.  If we have not succeeded – it is 

because HKB”H created us with these tendencies, 

deficiencies and flaws – so what should we do, 

should we be depressed about it?  We should be 

happy and continue on – begin anew and each 

time, it will be better and better.  That is 

Hashem’s will: that we be happy and want to do 

good.  Once we want to do good – even if we slip 

up and do the wrong things – we are forbidden 

from becoming disheartened.7 

 

We connect to the “There is nothing aside from 

Hashem” in all shapes, moments and situations.  

We do not sink low, become confused, get 

insulted, become worked up by our issues with 

our families or our wider social circles or what 

goes on in our hearts.  We	connect	to	a	higher	

element,	 to	 the	 emuna	 that	 Hashem	

orchestrates	 everything	 and	 causes	

everything.		So,	we	do	not	blame	ourselves	or	

others	–	we	connect	to	the	will	of	HKB”H	and	

that	 fills	 us,	 calms	 us	 –	 we	 feel	 good,	 we	

realize	that	our	lives	are	worthwhile,	we	have	

purpose.	

 

What	do	people	want?	 	 Joy.	 	Joy	is	yiddishkeit	

and	yiddishkeit	 is	 joy.	 	The	light	of	Torah	and	

mitzvos	is	joy.	

 

How fortunate are we and how fortunate is our 

lot.  When a person learns Torah, when we serve 

Hashem – our faces are illuminated.  People 

discern a light and joy in us.  We must 

consistently fortify this matter of joy because if a 

Jew is wearing a yarmulke and looks sad, he is 
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proclaiming that it is not so good to be a Torah 

Jew. 

 

A Jew must be happy about every small thing 

that he does – behold; he is performing Hashem’s 

will.  Even if he has fallen – he gets up and begins 

again.  Rebbe Nachman said that even if he would 

have violated the worst sin in the Torah, he 

would not have lost any of his levels – he would 

have continued to serve Hashem, with joy and, 

only afterwards, would he have done teshuva for 

his sin. 

 

A	 Jew	 needs	 nothing	 to	 “have	 it	 good.”  It is 

forbidden to think that things must be a certain 

way for it to be good.  The ultimate truth is that 

we need nothing in order to love Hashem.  Even 

if we have money, honor, wealth – we must know 

that we do not need any of it to be connected to 

Hashem.  Our	 connection	 to	 Hashem	 is	 not	

dependent	 on	 anything	 that	 we	 have	 or	

anything	 that	 we	 are	 lacking.  We can show 

Hashem our love with the smallest things. 

 

Chanukah and Purim are weekdays and are 

Rabbinic.  So, why specifically do these days 

provide so much light?  Because the Torah does 

not command them and yet we celebrate!  Why?  

Because we love You, Father.  Because we want to 

give You a small gift - precisely because we are 

not compelled to.  When	we	do	something	that	

we	are	not	required	to	do	–	that	gives	You	joy.		

There	 are	 matters	 that	 are	 between	 us	 and	

Hashem,	 no	 one	 sees,	 no	 one	 knows.	 	 Those	

small	matters	that	we	do	are	because	we	love	

You	so	much,	Father.	

 

If we are facing a certain challenge, if we have 

been waiting a long time for some salvation – we 

must strengthen ourselves and use the time for 

internal reflection.  Regarding the extra two 

years of Yosef’s prison time, it says “at the end of 

two years of	days.”  What is missing in the term 

“two years?  What is added by the term “of 

days?”  It teaches us that Yosef utilized every day 

of those two years to do full teshuva for his 

relationship with his brothers, for his “lapse” in 

bitachon and to work on his character traits. 
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 תפילה
 

Master of the World!  Help me be happy and be strengthened by the fact that I have positive desires because I really want 

only You, to overcome all that separates me from You.  When I am connected to You – everything is good, I need nothing else.  

In those moments when I fall into anger, arrogance and illicit desires, help me remember that I have positive desires, that I 

want to be better, that I want to be closer to You.  During those periods of feeling stuck, help me remember that if I want it 

enough and daven and beg for it – I will attain it. 

 

Master of the World!  Help me find joy in the little things.  Help me get excited over every mitzvah that I perform, every 

bracha that I recite, every action that I accomplish in accordance with Your will.  So often, I act without thinking or feeling.  

Sometimes, I am happy to be a Jew – but to constantly be happy for every word, every prayer, every bracha seems so 

unattainable.  Help me, Father, to live with the notion of “how fortunate are we” incessantly.  I envy those people who live 

that way, who are ecstatic in their yiddishkeit.  Help me, Father, to also be that way. 

 

Master of the World!  Help me to regularly introspect.  Do I do what I do to show off, to stand out, to exhibit my talent, my 

success?  Help me shudder at the thought of ostentation and beg and plead to You to be more modest, concealed – that 

everything be for Your honor, with no personal interest on my part.  Help me be happy with every good act that I perform 

and no one knows about.  Help me regret every public good act.  Currently, I am quite the opposite – in my heart, I am happy 

when everyone knows and when no one knows, I am disappointed, like I missed an opportunity.  Help me remember that 

You know everything, see everything, hear everything – why do I need more than that? 

 

Have an awesome, uplifting and wonderful Shabbos, 

Dov Elias 
Notice: The foregoing is based on my limited understanding of the Parsha Sheet, Ohr Ha’Emuna, disseminated by Harav Menachem Azolai Shlita and is not a 

complete or exact adaptation of Ohr Ha’Emuna and is not necessarily even a reliable interpretation of the ideas presented therein.  Ohr Ha’Emuna is published 

in Hebrew; in translation, accuracy is always compromised.  Rav Azolai has not reviewed this material - any inaccuracies, omissions or confusion should be 

attributed exclusively to me.  I still hope you enjoy and it provides some chizuk.  Thank you Mordi Blass for helping with some of the Hebrew expressions. 
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We must strengthen ourselves with the 

knowledge of Hashem’s pride in us.  With a small 

candle we can illuminate that pride.  We can put 

aside everything else and see the aspect of good 

in us, even if it is minute in our eyes.  We must 

know that Hashem is happy with it, no matter 

how small – like the small flask of oil that was 

only enough for one day but lasted for eight.  

Eight represents eternal, limitless, endless – that 

is Hashem’s pride in us. 

 

If we have a yetzer	hora – Hashem has cause 

for pride – because every tiny overcoming of 

the yetzer	 hora	 is amazing, is a victory over 

Greek culture. 

 

We must fortify our gratitude.  Gratitude is our 

immune system.  When we regularly thank – it 

is much easier to endure life’s challenges.  Our 

natural response to a challenge or hardship is to 

obsess over it and it takes over our minds - we 

forget all the good and chesed.	 	 That makes 

everything seem dark and it is hard to be happy 

for all of the good that we do have.  We become 

stressed and lose our peace of mind.  We forget 

that Hashem is with us and that He loves us.  

Even without serious problems, every little thing 

that goes wrong irritates us and we whine or cry 

and lose all of our spiritual equilibrium.  

However, when we regularly thank profusely and 

are not distracted from Hashem’s kindnesses - 

even when we encounter some difficulty, we 

accept everything with the proper perspective.  

True, I have an unpleasant situation – but 

overall, life is good – Hashem is with me, He 

showers me with so much abundance.8 

 

Parshas	 Mikeitz is always Shabbos Chanukah.  

Just as Yosef left from the darkness of prison to 

the royal palace – so will we.  It is the end of 

darkness.  The One Who created the affliction 

also created the cure – even when the 

affliction is severe, even when the crisis 

seems irresoluble.  We have Hashem. 
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