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SEEING JEALOUSY 
By Rabbi Dov Keilson                                                
  
 A diamond cutter sits at the dinner 

table very distraught. When his wife asks 

him what is on his mind he shares his bur-

den. Every day he spends many long hours 

cutting diamonds meticulously with tiny 

tools. He is good at his job however when he 

looks through the window of the butcher 

shop across the street he becomes discour-

aged. “Why is it fair, that the butcher who is 

just cutting pieces of meat is able to use such 

a large knife, while I who am cutting the 

most valuable diamonds have to use such a 

small one? I could finish so much more 

quickly if I just had a knife like his.” His wife 

listens to her husband’s plight and then 

responds, “How silly you are to be upset 

about such a thing! The tool that the butcher 

uses is fashioned specifically for his job! If 

you were to use such a knife for your work 

you would destroy every last diamond! The 

tools that you have were made specifically for 

cutting diamonds, and that is why you must 

use only that kind!”  

The lesson of this parable is very clear. 

Every person has to use his individual tools for 

his specific craft; using someone else’s will 

only leave him frustrated and confused. 

 I heard this mashal from my yedid 

nefesh Rabbi Yehuda Deutsch Shlita a number 

of years ago, and as silly as the diamond cutter 

might sound, as Rabbi Deutsch wisely pointed 

out, many of us unknowingly say or at least 

think the same exact thing.  

 It might not be as clear as it is in this 

parable, but more times than we would like to 

admit, we look at everyone else’s lot and  

 

wonder why we weren’t given the same. We see 

children, we see houses, we see cars and we see 

jobs and we feel that it’s just not fair. We 

wonder why Hashem gave us the specific 

details and challenges that we have in our lives, 

and we ponder why the one sitting across from 

us has it seemingly so much better. 

 We listen to lectures of how ‘we don’t 

know what each person is going through’ and 

those talks just do not comfort us; for we know 

better, and those words just fall on deaf ears. 

We still toss and turn at night wondering why 

we have to endure the life Hashem shaped for 

us, and we try to find the answers in why the 

world works the way it does. However, if we 

would just be mature enough to listen to the 

words of the wise wife above, we would find 

clarity and peace to all of the things that give us 

so much heartache. 

 Hashem has created each and every one 

of us with a very distinct job and mission that 

only we can fulfill. No one can do it for us. 

Considering this, Hashem, The Creator of the 

world, has gifted each one of us with the very 

distinct tools fashioned and made just for us, to 

enable us to fulfill our destiny.  

To be jealous of someone else’s tools is a futile 

investment, for in reality those tools will not 

enable us to accomplish our life’s task. They 

were made for another person, to enable him to 

accomplish his unique goals. 

Although the above surely resonates to the one 

who realizes its truth, a question will under-

standably be raised: Why does he have that 

mission and I have this one? For that we must 

trust The Creator implicitly, for only He knows 

where we all fit into the destiny of history.  Let 

us trust in Him, stop being jealous, and do our 

part without worrying; for He knows what He is 

doing: BSD  




