
3  The Chazon Ish 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 ארמי אובד אבי וירד מצרימה )כו:ה(
An Aramean would have destroyed my father, and he descended to Egypt (26:5) 

HaGaon Rav Chaim Kanievsky asks in his Sefer ‘Taama D’Kra’, we say in the 
Pesach Haggadah that Lavan wanted to uproot everything, however, where do we 
find that Lavan wanted to uproot everything? Additionally, what is the connection 
between the first part of the Posuk ‘an Aramean would have destroyed my father’, 
and the next part of the Posuk ‘and he descended to Egypt’? He explains based on 
that which is written in Sefer HaYashar (end of Parashas Vayeitzei) that when Lavan 
left Yaakov, he sent messengers to Eisav that he go out to confront Yaakov and kill 
him. It is brought down in Medrash HaGadol (Parashas Vayishlach) the reason why 
Eisav did not kill Yaakov. People told him that if he killed Yaakov then the edict of  גר

 your descendants will be a stranger – will apply to him and he will have – יהיה זרעך
to go down to Egypt, therefore, he commanded his grandson Amalek to wait until 
they were enslaved in Egypt and then attack them. This is the connection in the 
Posuk, ‘an Aramean would have destroyed my father’, that he wanted to kill him 
through Eisav, but he held back because, ‘and he descended to Egypt’, to be 
enslaved. (Lehisadein B’Ahavascha) 
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לולא י"א  
11 Elul 

The first fruits, Bikurim, were 

brought with much ceremony and 

grandeur (See Mishnah, Bikurim 

3:3). Rav Moshe Chaim Luzzato 

(Mesilas Yesharim Ch. 19) explains 

that this was done to enhance and 

beautify the Mitzvah. Rav Mordechai 

Gelber shared the following insight: 

Enhancing Mitzvos is an expression 

of our devotion to Hashem. As such, 

it is appropriate that we read this 

portion emphasizing our devotion 

and love to Hashem in the weeks 

preceding Rosh Hashanah, our 

annual inauguration of Hashem as 

the King of the world. 
 Pearls of Wisdom… A Word for the Ages 

The Chofetz Chaim was once serving a guest and the guest said to him, “Thank you, but I 

can serve myself. You don’t have to serve me.” The Chofetz Chaim replied with a smile and 

said, “If you do this Mitzvah for me, will you also do other Mitzvos for me too? Will you 

wear my Tefilin for me tomorrow? Just like I can only do the Mitzvah of Tefilin if I wear 

them myself, I can only do this Mitzvah best by serving you myself as well!” 

 

 B’Kitzur… 
Chazal have taught us (Eruvin 65a) that the nights were created only for the 

purpose of learning Torah. This especially applies to the long winter nights, but also 

in the short summer nights, so that one will fulfill the Pasuk (Yehoshua 1:8), that 

one should toil in Torah day and night. From the fifteenth of the month of Av and 

onwards, one should add a little to the time that he learns. (Kitzur Shulchan Aruch 

71:1) 

 

                The Siddur Speaks 
Rav Yehudah HaChasid taught  

in Sefer Chasidim (18), that the main idea  

of all Tefilah is to have a joyous heart before Hashem, as the Pasuk tells us in 

Divrei  HaYamim  (16:10),  that  those  who seek  Hashem  should rejoice  in their  

hearts. This is the reason Dovid Ha’melech accompanied all his Tefilah and Tehilim 

with  his  harp,  so he  could fill  his heart with  joy and  love of  Hashem.  Singing and  

Nigunim, melodies, are a method for one to grow higher in the levels of Ruchniyus. The 

Sefer Chareidim writes (Perek 34) that singing while Davening is an expression of great 

love for Hashem. The Gemara (Arachin 11a) says, “Which is the service of Hashem that is 

of joy and happiness? It is song.” Serving Hashem with song is a very powerful way to get 

closer to Hashem, as Hashem loves when his children serve Him with joy and happiness!  
 

 רפאל חיים שאר ישובלרפואה שלימה: 

 בן באבא חיה רבקה

 ר' אהרן יהודה לייב בן גיטל פייגא

בתוך שאר חולי ישראל   

 



  
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 Orchos Chaim L’HaRosh 
24. One should distance himself from foolishness, silliness, and frivolity, and also 

from anger, because it confuses a person’s spirit and mind. One should constantly 

serve his Maker with love. One should not fail to carry out a single detail of this 

directive. 

Rav Moshe Sternbuch comments that we learn from this statement of the Rosh 

that one should make all types of fences and boundaries for himself so that he not 

stumble and fall from his main goal, which is to serve Hashem with love. In Parashas 

Naso we are taught about the laws of a Nazir, one who abstains from certain things 

for the sake of Hashem. Rashi explains that the Parshah of Nazir comes just after the 

Parshah of the Sotah, to teach us a lesson, that one who witnesses a Sotah during her 

degradation should become a Nazir. Rav Elazar Shach, zt”l, learns from here that a 

person must protect himself by placing barriers between himself and the opportunity 

to do Aveirah. There are various events and circumstances that can cause a person to 

sin, and when the Yetzer Hara takes hold of him, it can be very difficult to break 

away. The only protection one will have at that point is the fence that he has set up to 

guard himself from stumbling and committing the Aveirah. Therefore, we are 

instructed about becoming a Nazir, so we will have ways to avoid being trapped by 

the Yetzer Hara. The Alter of Kelm said that if one’s lusts and desires are in control of 

him, nothing will ever keep him from falling to them. He must put boundaries and 

fences around himself to protect him from slipping in his Avodas Hashem. 

The Gemara in Nedarim (9b) relates that when Shimon HaTzadik was the 

Kohein Gadol, he said, “I never ate from the Korban Asham that was offered by 

a Nazir who had become Tamei, except for one time.” He explained that he was 

reluctant because he was afraid that when a Nazir who becomes Tamei, must restart 

counting the days of his Nezirus, and because of this, he might regret having become 

a Nazir in the first place. This would make the Korban he was offering lacking in 

sincerity, and he did not want to partake in this type of Korban. The one time he 

made an exception, was when he met a handsome young man with beautiful locks of 

hair who had become Tamei, and came to the Bais HaMikdash to have his hair 

removed and to offer the required Korban. When Shimon HaTzadik asked him why 

he had become a Nazir, which would eventually lead to him having to remove such 

beautiful hair even if he completed his period of Nezirus without becoming Tamei. 

The young man replied, “I am a shepherd for my father. One day I went to a stream to 

draw water and I saw my reflection in the water. My evil Yetzer Hara suddenly flared 

up and tempted me to take advantage of my looks and give in to my desires. I 

instantly rebuked myself for even considering a path that would spiritually destroy 

me, and I swore that I would become a Nazir so that I would have to remove this 

dangerous hair, for the sake of Hashem!” Shimon HaTzadik was so impressed by this 

young man’s devotion that he kissed him on his head and said to him, “May there be 

more Nezirim like you in Klal Yisroel!” The question that arises, is why didn’t this 

young man simply get a haircut if his Yetzer Hara was tempting him? The Steipler 

Gaon answers that if he didn’t act immediately, he likely would have changed his 

mind and given in to Aveirah. Sometimes, the only solution to beat the Yetzer Hara is 

to immediately take action, and in this case, it was a vow to be a Nazir which would 

act as a barrier and a fence for him, and lead him to remove his hair and the 

temptations that came along with it. Since he was afraid of Aveirah, he set up a 

boundary to keep him from stumbling, and it kept him on track to continue serving 

Hashem with love! 
 

 L’Maaseh      
Rav Moshe Feinstein, zt”l, before he came to America, 

was a Rav in the Russian town of Luban. Also living in the 

town was a very wicked Jew who tried to get the other Jews 

in trouble with the authorities as much as he 

could. Eventually, this man grew old and became sick, and 

it was clear that he was soon going to pass away. As he was 

lying on his deathbed, he called in the Chevrah Kadishah, 

the Jewish burial society, and made a very unusual 

request. He told them that as he was about to leave the 

world and face his final judgement in Shamayim, and he felt 

terrible remorse for all the horrible things he had perpetrated 

against his fellow Jews. He therefore said to the Chevrah 

Kadishah, “I would like you to bury me like a donkey, with 

my coffin standing upright in the ground instead of lying 

down. In this way, I hope, that this disgrace and indignity 

would be an atonement for all of my dreadful Aveiros.” He 

then asked the Chevrah Kadishah members to sign a 

document stating that they would bury him in this unusual 

fashion, as that would give him some peace of mind. The 

Chevrah Kadishah actually thought it was a very good idea, 

that such a sinner should be publicly shamed and disgraced, 

and it could be a good lesson for others to not follow in his 

wicked ways. The man died shortly after, however, nothing 

was done in the town without the approval of their Rav, Rav 

Moshe Feinstein, so they went to him to get his permission. 

Rav Moshe adamantly refused to go along with the plan. He 

said that we are taught in Shulchan Aruch that we don’t 

bury a person like a donkey and therefore we may not do so, 

even to a Rasha, and he told them to disregard the contract 

they signed. Although the members of the Chevrah 

Kadishah were disappointed, they buried him in the normal 

fashion. Later that day, the anti-Semitic secret police came 

to the Chevrah Kadishah and demanded that they open the 

grave of the Rasha that they just buried. The Chevrah 

Kadishah saw that they had no choice, so they opened the 

grave they had just filled. The Russian officials looked 

inside, seemed to be surprised, and then told the Chevrah 

Kadishah to rebury the body. As they turned to leave, one 

of the members of the Chevrah Kadishah asked an official 

what had caused them to come check on the burial, and he 

was shocked at the reply. The officer told him, “This man 

was our friend, and he told us that he was so hated by his 

own people, that they would never give him a proper burial 

when he died. He insisted that his own brothers, his fellow 

Jews, would bury him like a donkey, and not give him the 

final dignity to be buried like a person. We came to see 

exactly how he treated and if he was correct in his 

assumption, and if we found our friend treated 

inappropriately, even in death, life would have become very 

difficult for all the Jews of this town. You have saved 

yourselves by doing the right thing!” It was only then that 

the Jews realized the terrible plot of the dying man. He 

wanted to get the Jewish community in trouble yet again, 

even with his dead body, and he had informed the Russian 

authorities that the Jews, to get even with him, would bury 

him like a donkey! He went so far that he even got them to 

sign a contract. It was only because the Jewish community 

sought the wisdom of their Rav and followed his words that 

it was saved from terrible troubles! 
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 בס"ד

 Working on our Middos 
The Kotzker Rebbe taught that a person can do good deeds their entire life, but if 

they do so without Simchas HaChaim, the joy of life, those good deeds are lacking 

any real meaning. The Torah tells us (Devarim 28:47) that we are to 

serve Hashem with happiness. The Kotzker Rebbe explains, “Our nation was warned 

that if we do not listen to Hashem and follow in His ways, it will bring on rebuke 

from Hashem. It will bring on punishments specifically because we did not serve 

Hashem with Simchah. If one does not serve Hashem with happiness, not only is he 

not serving Hashem properly, but he is giving the impression that he would be 

happier if he did not serve Him! This is not how Hashem wants us to go through life, 

and certainly not when it comes to doing Mitzvos, Davening, and learning Torah!” 
 


