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T he first passukof the parashah
begins in plural form and ends

in singular form because at first the
passukspeaks to allcohanim, and

then it speaks to the individual.

As it saysàîèé àì ùôðì ...íéðäëä ìà øîà,
"Tell the cohanim… heshouldn’t

become impure…"

Why does thepassukbegin in plural
and conclude in singular? (The

Zohar asks this question.)

The Imrei Emes zy"a answers that
the passuk is saying two things.
First the passuk is speaking to all
cohanim, telling them that they
mustn’t becometamei. (This is the
reason cohanim aren't permitted to
go to cemeteries or to be in contact
with a human corpse.) The end of
the passuk isn't only for cohanim;
it is a message that Hakadosh
Baruch Hu sends to every yid in the
world. Hashem says, "My beloved
son. Be careful with yourkedushah.
Guard the holiness of your
neshamah. Don’t contaminate it

with unseemly deeds."

This message is written in the
singular form, so everyone should
feel that thepassuk is speaking to
him. No one should feel that it is too

hard for him to be holy. Everyone
has the potential to live with

kedushah, if he desires to.

A person who desires to live with
kedushahshould begin with his eyes.

The Beis Ahron explains the
passukìàøùé çøôå õéöé (Yeshaya27:6)
"If one looks where he shouldn’t,
the kedushas Yisrael flies away

from him."

Rebbe Bunim of Otzvotzk zy"a,
who lived in Yerushalayim, was
very careful with guarding his
eyes. When he would walk
outdoors, he had people go before
him to clear the way, so he can
go through the streets without

contaminating his eyes.

The gaon, Reb Pinchas Epstein zt"l
once saw this, and wondered, "The
rebbe is already old. Why is this
necessary?"
When the rebbe passed by, he
grasped what Reb Pinchas Epstein
was thinking, so he told him, "The
wisest of all men (Shlomo
HaMelech) said êéðéòá íëç äéäú ìà,
"don’t be wise, when it comes to the
eyes." And does it matter how old
one is? Everyone is obligated to

guard their eyes."1111

1. Someone mentioned to the Rebbe of Ruzhin zy"a that his eyes hurt him. The
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It is written êéðéòî úçàá éðéúááéì,
"[Hashem says] you aroused My
love with one of your eyes."
Because even if one guards his eyes
just once, it already is a great
accomplishment, and sufficient to

arouse Hashem's love for him.TorahWellsprings- Emo r

The Vilna Gaon zy"a taught, a yid
cannot imagine just how joyous he
will be in heaven, if only one
forbidden thought will be detracted

from his record.2222

A mashalis told to demonstrate how
one doesn’t gain anything from
going after the forbidden pleasures.
The mashal is about someone, we'll
call him Moshe, who used to buy
bags of flour from an Arab, and then
sell them in his store. To keep track
of how many bags Moshe received,
Moshe and the Arab decided that
Moshe will place one coin into a
dish for every bag of flour he
received. Afterwards, they would
count the coins and know how much

Moshe needed to pay.

Once, the Arab was delivering many
bags of flour and saw the tray filling

up with coins. When Moshe turned
away for a moment, the Arab
grabbed a handful of coins and
placed them in his pocket. He
thought he was gaining, but he only
lost because now Moshe will pay

him less.

This is how it is when one grabs
forbidden pleasures. For a moment
the person thinks he is gaining, but
it doesn’t last for long. Soon
afterwards, he is left with far less

than what he had beforehand.

But people have ups and downs.
There are days when one wants to
live with holiness, and there are
times when he isn't inspired. What
can one do, so he will always be
vigilant with the holiness of his

soul?

Rebbe Elimelech of Lizensk zy'a
taught that he should utilize the
elevated moments to inspire the
lower moments. Rashi (on the first
passukof the parashah) writes øéäæäì
íéðè÷ä ìò íéìåãâ. Rebbe Elimelech
explains, theíéìåãâ (the high spiritual

rebbe retorted, "How do you know that your eyes hurt you? Maybe you are hurting
your eyes?"
2. Reb Michoel Ber Weismandel zt"l, the Nitra Rav, lost five children in the

Holocaust. After the Holocaust, he rebuilt his family. At the bris of his fifth child,
he said מרום בשמי אותך שמקדישים כשם  בעולם שמך את .נקדש  "We will sanctify Your name
in the world, just as those who sanctify your name with their death and are in
heaven." He explained that he had five children who died al kidush Hashem and
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moments) shouldøéäæäì (shine) onto
the íéðè÷ (lower times).

In simple terms, this can mean to
make kabbalos (resolutions). When
one is at a high moment and he
experiences just how good it is to
serve Hashem, it would be wise for
him to make akabbalah(resolution)
that he will stick to even when he

falls to spiritual low moments.

But a kabbalah is also not
sufficient, because a person can fail
to keep to thekabbalah. Therefore,
it is wise for a person to also make
reminders, so he will not forget

about hiskabbalah.

The Gemara (Sanhedrin20) tells us
that Palti ben Layish had a great test
for many years. To overcome his
test, he stuck a sword in his bed,
dividing him from the test. He said,
"Whoever transgresses will be killed

with the sword."

The Gemara says that his test was
harder than Yosef's test (who was

tested by the wife of Photiphar).

The commentaries ask, how did the
sword help him? He could have

simply removed the sword.

The answer is, when Palti ben
Layish was on a high spiritual level,

he made a firmkabbalah that he
wouldn’t fail the great test that was
placed before him. But he knew that
days and months will pass, and he
will forget all about his kabbalah.
Therefore, he placed a sword in his
bed, to remind him of his resolve.

In summary, the counsel to guard
one's holiness is (1) to derive
strength from the spiritually high
moments, (2) to make goodkabbalos
at these times, and (3) to post a
reminder so it will not be forgotten.

It is written úåàì äúéäå ,ïðòá éúúð éúù÷ úà
õøàä ïéáå éðéá úéøá, "[Hashem says] 'I
place my rainbow in the cloud, and
this will be a sign to the covenant
between Me and the earth"

(Bereishis9:13).

When Hashem sees the rainbow, He
keviyachol remembers the covenant
and He will not destroy the world.

However, it statesàñë éðôì äçëù ïéà
êãåáë, "There is no forgetting before
Hashem's throne." So what is the
purpose of the rainbow? Hashem
certainly doesn’t need to be
reminded.
Rather, Hashem wanted to teach us
the benefit of making a signal. The
rainbow shows us that we should
also make signals and symbols that

they sanctified Hashem's name with their death. Now his family will sanctify
Hashem's name with their lives, by living with kedushah, according to the Torah.
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will remind us not to transgress our
promises and commitments.

Shimon was trying very hard to lose
weight, and he was attending a
weight-loss clinic, which taught tips
to help people keep their diet. Being
the gabai of a large beis medresh, he
was in the kitchenerev Shavuous,
cutting cheese cakes for thekiddush
that would be held on Shavuous
morning. He was very hungry and
he was tempted to eat from the
cakes. He felt that he couldn’t
control himself, so he called up his
mentor from the clinic to hear some
tips that could help him pass the test.
The mentor gave Shimon some ideas
and encouraged him to remain firm.

By the next meeting, the mentor
praised Shimon in front of everyone
present, for passing the test. As the
mentor praised him, he was
simultaneously praising himself,
because he was implying that his
tips were obviously helpful, since it
helped Shimon overcome temptation.

Shimon corrected him, "Your tips
didn’t help me. The Torah did."
He explained, "I ate a small piece of
meat. After that, I didn’t want to eat

the cheese cakes anymore."

No one would consider eating
cheese after eating meat. Similarly,
we should consider it totally
impossible to transgress the

kabbalosand boundaries that we set
for ourselves.

After his chasunah, the Pnei
Menachem made akabbalahthat he
wouldn’t speak after sayingkriyas
Shma she'al hamittah. Once, his
older brother, the Beis Yisrael zy"a,
who was then the Gerrer Rebbe,
called for him. The Pnei Menachem
didn’t want to speak, since he had
already said the Shma, but when the
rebbe calls, one must go. So he
decided that he would go to his
brother, the rebbe, and hopefully he
wouldn’t need to speak. If the rebbe
would ask him something, however,

he knew that he must answer.

The rebbe asked him a question, and
the Pnei Menachem answered. But
now he had a problem because he
transgressed hiskabbalah. He found
a solution. That night, he didn’t go
to sleep. In this manner, it wasn't
kriyas Shma she'al hamittah… This
is an example of the determination
we should have with our kabbalos,
and then we will be able to shine the
influence of our exalted moments on
the lower days, and to always live

our life with kedushah.

TorahTorahTorahTorah

We are presently in the days of
sefiras ha'omer. In the tefillah that is
said after sefiras ha'omer, we say
that we count the omeråðéøäèì éãë
åðéúåàîåèîå åðéúåôéì÷î, "So we will be
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purified from klipos and from
tumah." We seek to become pure on
these days, as a preparation for
Shavuous when we will receive the
Torah. But obviously, it isn't only
sefiras ha'omer that purifies us.
During these days, we also purify
ourselves fromtumah by studying

Torah.

Reb Shlomo Zalman Aurbach zt"l
asked, the halachah states that on
Purim, one may read the Megilah for
others, and on Rosh Hashanah, one
can blow shofar for others, so why
does the halachah require that
everyone count the omer by himself?
Why can't one person count the

omer for others?

Reb Shlomo Zalman answers: By
sefiras ha'omer, we purify ourselves,
so we will be pure to receive the
Torah on Shavuous. One of the
primary ways that we purify
ourselves is by studying Torah. To
attain this purity, everyone must
study Torah for himself. It is
impossible to study Torah for
another person. To represent this
factor, everyone must countsefiras

ha'omer for himself.

Halachah forbids us from eating
matzah onerev Pesach, so we will
eat the matzah at the seder with an
appetite. The custom is to stop
eating matzah even earlier (two
weeks or thirty days before Pesach)

so when we come to the seder, we
will eat the matzah with want and
love. Bederech tzachus, we can ask,
why don’t we do the same with
Shavuous. On Shavuous, we receive
the Torah, so wouldn’t it be a good
idea to stop studying Torah some
days before Shavuous, so we will
receive the Torah on Shavuous with

thirst and desire?

But the answer is Torah is the exact
opposite of the pleasures of this
world. People appreciate foods that
they didn’t have for many days, but
Torah becomes beloved through
learning it. The more one studies
Torah, the more he loves it. If you
take a break from studying Torah, it
will not increase your love for
Torah, it will only decrease it.
Therefore, the preparation for
Shavuous is specifically by studying

Torah, and the more the merrier.

The last words of the Rebbe of
Kotzk zy"a were: "Whoever
devotes himself to Torah, I can
guarantee him, in this world and in
the next. But those who want to be
righteous without immersing
themselves in Torah, they will fall

into the deep abyss."

The Gemara says, "This is the
source for techiyas hameisimfrom
the Torah…" (Sanhedrin 91). The
Chidushei HaRim zy'a explains,
"with Torah one can even make
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techiyas hameisim," because with
Torah one can reach all levels.

Rebbe Yissacher Dov of Belz zy'a
pointed to a wall and he said to his
grandson, Reb Moshe hy'd, "With a
daf of gemara, one is able to purify
his eyesight until he is able to see

through a brick wall."

There is amachlokesin the gemara
(Pesachim 68) whether one may
totally devote himself to Torah and
tefillah on Pesach and Succos, and
not partake in the Yom Tovseudos.
One opinion, in the gemara, says
that this is permitted. Others
disagree.All opinions, however,
agree that on Shavuous one must
celebrate with good foods and

festive meals.

Why? Because Torah gives us
immense pleasure even in this world.

Some erroneously think that the path
of Torah doesn’t offer anything for
olam hazeh. Those who follow the
Torah think that they are sacrificing
their olam hazeh for the sake of

getting a betterolam haba.

The truth, however, is that those
who follow and study Torah have
a better olam hazeh. They aren't
only gaining in the next world.
Even this world is better. The
hearts of the people who study and
follow the Torah are filled with joy
and vigor. Even worldly pleasures

like food and drink are more
pleasurable for them than for those
who don’t follow the Torah.
Therefore, all opinions agree that
we must enjoy and celebrate on
Shavuous, because Torah brings us

even gashmiyosgains.

MiddosMiddosMiddosMiddos

Middos aren't clearly stated in the
Chumash. For example, the Torah
doesn’t say, "Don’t become angry,"
or "don’t be cruel." Reb Chaim Vital
zy'a explains that this is because
middos comes before the Torah.
They are the groundwork, which
enables us to keep the Torah. As
Chazal say,äøåúì äîã÷ õøà êøã (Tana

d'Bei Eliyahu Rabba1:1).

Reb Eliyahu Lopian zt"l told a
wonderful mashal to explain this

point:

Someone hired a builder to
construct a house for him. He told
the builder the details that he
desires; how large the rooms should
be, how the house should be laid
out, etc., but he didn't say anything
about the foundation, because it is
self-understood that the builder must
make firm, solid foundations, so the

house can stand strong.

Similarly, the Torah tells us to keep
the mitzvos and to adhere to all the
prohibitions, but it doesn’t discuss
middos. The middos are the



TorahTorahTorahTorah WellspringsWellspringsWellspringsWellsprings ---- EmorEmorEmorEmor 7777

foundation, upon which the Torah
stands. Without middos, there is

nothing at all.

Reb Elyah Lopian told another
mashalto express the importance of
good middos:
Two people in Russia were arrested
for dealing with counterfeit. One
was caught with thousands of
counterfeit bills in his possession.
Not even one counterfeit bill was
found by the other crook but police
found the printing press, which
printed the counterfeit money, in

his home.

The holder of the counterfeit bills
was sent to jail for a year. The
second criminal, who owned the
press, was sent to jail for seven

years.

"Is this justice?" he asked the jury.
"This other man had thousands of
counterfeit bills, and he is only
imprisoned for a year. Not even one
counterfeit bill was found in my
possession. Why should I be
imprisoned for seven years?"
The judge explained, "Everything is
just and everyone receives what they
deserve. The punishment for owning
thousands of counterfeit bills is one
year imprisonment. But you have the
printing press in your home, and
there is no limit of the amount of
harm you can produce. Therefore,
your crime is even worse, and the

verdict was more severe."
Reb Eliyah Lopian explains that
there are people who have sins on
their hands, but badmiddosare even
worse. When one has badmiddos,
there is no limit to the corruption

that he can create.

The Rambam writes, "Just as a
person must repent for his sins, so
must one seek out his bad
thoughts and middos that need
correction, such as anger, hatred,
and the like. One must do

teshuvah from all of these."

During the days of Sefiras Ha'Omer,
it is especially important to improve
the middos, and in particular, to

increaseahavasYisrael.

Ideally, ahavasYisrael should be so
sincere and genuine, until one
actually feels the pain and plight of
his fellow man, as the following

story will demonstrate.

Reb Yitzchak was a pious and
scholarly chassid, a student of Rebbe
Moshe of Kobrin zy"a. He was also
extremely poor. Once, when the
financial situation of his home
reached an unbearable state, his wife
asked him to go to Rebbe Moshe of
Kobrin for Shabbos, and onmotzei
Shabbos he should tell the Rebbe

about their financial plight.

Reb Yitzchak followed her advice
and he went to Kobrin. On Shabbos,
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he put aside all his problems and he
devoted himself entirely toavodas
Hashem. Also on Motzei Shabbos
when he said goodbye to the Rebbe,
he forgot to ask him for a brachah

for parnassah.

Only after Reb Yitzchak came home
and saw his hungry children, did he
remember what he was supposed to
tell the Rebbe.
His wife urged him to return to the
Rebbe again, and he did so. The
Rebbe said, "Reb Yitzchak, I can
grant you immense wealth, but there
is a condition. Here, take these two
gold coins. Go to the market and
buy meat, fish and other good food,
sufficient for two meals. Then go
home, and eat to your heart's
content. But you may not give food
to anyone; not even to your wife

and children."

Reb Yitzchak bought the products,
came home, and sat at his table to
eat the good foods. His children
stood around the table and watched
him eat, and his heart went out for
them, but he wasn't permitted to give

them anything.

How can I eat these good foods,
when my children have nothing?He
almost failed to carry out what the
Rebbe stipulated. With great
difficulty, he finished his two meals
and returned to Rebbe Moshe of

Kobrin. "I ate the two meals as the
Rebbe told me, and now I am
ready to receive the wealth that the

Rebbe promised."

The Rebbe said, "You can have the
wealth, but there is one more
condition: Whenever you sit down
to eat, you must remember these
two meals that you ate in front of
your hungry children. You must
think, "How can I enjoy food when
there are Jewish people outside my

home hungry?"

Reb Yitzchak said, "If that's the
condition, I'd rather not have it. I
prefer to forgo the entire wealth,
rather than to endure that terrible

feeling again."

Reb Yitzchak went home and told
his wife what he decided. She
quickly went to the Rebbe and
begged for parnassah. The Rebbe
guaranteed her that she and her
husband would become wealthy. A
short time later, Reb Yitzchak
became fabulously wealthy. He kept
the Rebbe's stipulation because he
wouldn't eat at home. He ate with
the paupers in the communal
kitchen, so he would always have
their needs in mind. He would only
eat at home at the weddings of his
children, because then he would
invite all the paupers of his city to



TorahTorahTorahTorah WellspringsWellspringsWellspringsWellsprings ---- EmorEmorEmorEmor 9999

eat delicious and expensive foods
together with him, at his table.3333

Birkas hashachar is said in the
plural form. For example, we say,
íéîåøò ùéáìî ,íéøåò ç÷åô, etc. ìë éì äùòù
éëøö is an exception. Why don’t we

say it in plural, åðéëøö ìë åðì äùòù?

Rebbe Moshe Leib Sasover zy'a
explained that we must think that

only I have what I need but others
don't, so that we will be inspired to

help them.

The Yosher Divrei Emesteaches that
every attribute and matter of the
world can be used for avodas
Hashem. He asks, if so, how can
one use apikorsus (heresy) for

avodasHashem?

3. Reb Mordechai Weinberger z"l lived in Montreal, Canada. (He was niftar just
a few months ago.) His name used to be Greenfeld, but a suberb act of ahavas

Yisrael caused his name change. We will tell his inspirational story here:
Reb Mordechai's childhood friend was a bachur whose last name was Engel. They
were together in the machanah pleitim, displaced persons camp, after the War,
and they both applied for a Canadian visa. The first requirement for a visa was a
letter of good health from a doctor because no country in the world will agree to
accept sick people. Reb Mordechai received his visa, but Engel couldn’t because
he had typhus when he applied.
When the boat was about to leave, Engel came to say goodbye to his friend, and
began crying bitterly. "What will become of me? I will remain here forever. Even
after I recuperate, no country will accept me, since I was once sick with typhus.
What will be with me? Will I never be able to build a bayis neeman biYisrael?"
Reb Mordechai had rachmanus on his friend, and with supernatural strength, he
gave him his visa. "Your name isn't Engel anymore. For now on, you will be called
Greenfeld," he told him. "Go and save your life."
Reb Mordechai returned to the desolate transit camp. It took some time, but
eventually, Reb Mordechai received another visa to Canada. Someone by the
name of Weinberger had a visa to Canada, but he was niftar before he could use
it, and Reb Mordechai received it. That is when Reb Mordechai's name was forever
changed to Weinberger. Hashem granted him success, and there was Torah and
gedulah (wealth and Torah) on his table.
Once, Reb Mordechai asked his Rebbe, the Imrei Chaim of Viznitz zy"a, whether
he should go back to using his previous name, Greenfeld. The Rebbe replied,
"Whenever someone says 'Reb Mordechai Weinberger' it creates a tumult in
heaven, because it reminds heaven how you were moser nefesh for another yid.
Why should you want to lose this?"
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He answers that there is a place for
this as well. When a poor person
comes to you asking for a donation,
don’t tell him, "I see that Hashem
wants you to be poor. This is
obviously your destiny and this is
what is best for you. So why should
I help you?" Rather, this is a
moment when one should practice
apikorsus. He should feel the other
person's pain and seek to help him.4444

TheTheTheThe GiverGiverGiverGiver EarnsEarnsEarnsEarns MoreMoreMoreMore

The Sefer Chasidim (187) writes,
"There are people who are living
solely so others can benefit from

them."

A disciple5555 of Reb Yisrael Salanter
zt"l had a sick daughter whom he
devotedly took care of. Alas, one
day the girl passed away. A month
afterwards her father died. Reb
Yisrael Salanter zt"l said, "At first it
seemed that the daughter's life was
dependent on her father, who was
taking care of her so well. Now we

see that father was alive in the merit
of his daughter."

There is an old man, living in Bnei
Brak (he is 101 years oldkein ayin
hara) and people asked him how he
merited long life. He replied, "My
mother passed away when I was an
infant and my father remarried.
When I was eleven years old, a poor
person knocked on the door asking
for a donation. At that time my
step-mother was salting two
chickens. She left the room to find a
coin for the pauper. When the
pauper saw that she left the room, he
grabbed one of the chickens and ran

off with it.

The family ran after him, but they
couldn’t catch up with him.

A week later, the step-mother's
father came for a visit. The pauper
came to their door again and asked
for a donation. The step-mother
recognized him and she told her

4. Once, when the Vilna Gaon zy'a was a child, he was playing on a see-saw
with his friends. But he didn’t play for long. His father asked him why he

stopped, and the Vilna Gaon replied that he doesn’t want to go up, by causing his
friend to go down.
Reb Yisrael Salanter zt"l once saw two children debating who was taller. One child
pushed the other one off the curb, and shouted, "I win. I am taller."
Reb Yisrael Salanter rebuked the child and said it's terrible middos to make oneself
greater, by making his friend smaller.
5. Every motzei Yom Kippur, this disciple would sing and dance to the tune that

the Ger Tzedek of Vilna - Potazki zt"l hy"d, sang when he was led to the
furnace where he was murdered al kiddush Hashem.
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father, "This is the pauper who stole
my chicken last week."

Her father slapped the thief twice in
the face and said, "Aren't you
embarrassed to come here again
after what you did?" The pauper

fled.

The eleven year old child saw this
happen, and he was concerned that
the ganav may have a kapeidah
(complaint) against them. He ran
after the pauper to appease him.
When the pauper saw the child
running after him, he thought that
the child also wanted to hit him, so
he started to run even faster. The
child called out, "Stop! Don’t run! I
promise, I mean no harm."
The child gave him a handful of

coins (which he had received shortly
before from his step-mother's father)
and he pleaded with the pauper to
say that he doesn’t have any
kepeidahon their family. The pauper
said that he doesn’t have any hard
feelings at all, and the pauper
blessed him with arichus yamim
(long life). "This is the secret of my

old age," he says.6666

Rus said,íåéä åîò éúéùò øùà ùéàä íù
æòåá, 'The name of the man, whom I
did for him today is Boaz' (Rus
2:19). The midrash notices that Rus
said that she was doing for Boaz, but
wasn't it Boaz who was doing
kindness for Rus? The midrash
concludes, "We learn from this that
a pauper does more for the wealthy,

6. This old man tells another story, which is worth repeating:
He was originally from Satmar, Hungary. His wife came from Tameshvar, Romania.
When their shidduch was finalized, they agreed to live for a half year in Tameshvar,
near his wife's family, and afterwards they would live in Satmar, Hungary, because
at that time it seemed that Hungary was safer and more distant from the war.
After a half year passed, he wanted to move to Satmar, as they agreed upon, but
his wife said, "How can I leave my parents? I am their only child. It is important
for them that we live near them."
They went to the Damesek Eliezer zy"a to ask him what to do. He ruled that they
should remain in Tameshvar. He explained that she has the right to back out of
the agreement, now that she sees how much her parents need her near them. The
new husband was mevater, and they stayed in Tameshvar, Romania. This
happened in the year ,ת"ש the year the war began. For five years, he had no
contact with his family in Satmar. When communication was finally available, he
discovered that his entire family was killed by the Nazis. He was the only one in
his family who survived, because he was in Tameshvar. His life was saved in the
merit of being mevater.
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than what the wealthy does for the
pauper (Vayikra Rabba34:8).

When a poor person comes to your
door, or when you have any other
opportunity to help someone in
distress, realize that you are the one
who is gaining the most on the deal.
Helping your fellow man is an
extremely great merit, and a source

for many salvations.

Sometimes, it'sbashertfor someone
to lose money. If he is fortunate, he
will merit losing the money by
giving it to tzedakah. By giving it to
tzedakah, the destined loss will
occur, while he simultaneously earns

the great merit oftzedakah.

Tzedakah [also] saves from death
(Mishlei 12). Themidrash(Bereishis
Rabba 59:1) tells that Reb Meir
came to the city Mimalah and saw
that everyone in Mimalah had black
hair. There were no old people
around, because everyone was dying
young. He told them, "Perhaps you
are descendents of Eli, who was
cursed to die young (as it states inI
Shmuel 2:33). Therefore, I
recommend that you become busy
with tzedakah, and you will live."

Reb Meir derived this counsel from
the passuk, êøãá äáéù úøàôú úøèò
àöîú ä÷ãö, "The crown and the
glory of old-age is found on the

path of charity."

Reb Chaim Shmuelevitz zt"l said,
Adam HaRishon was in Gan Eden,
surrounded with angels. The
malachim were roasting meat and
filtering wine for him (Sanhedrin
59) and he was basking in the light
of the Shechinah. In this very ideal
situation Hashem saidíãàä úåéä áåè àì
åãáì, "it isn't good for man to be
alone (Bereishis2:18)." We see from
this that one can be in the best
situation possible, but it is stillàì
áåè, if he is alone and he doesn’t
have the opportunity to dochessed

for others.

Perhaps, this is the reasoníééç (life)
is plural (instead oféç). It implies
that only when you help your fellow
man can life be considered living.

On the most basic level, it is proven
by psychologists that one can pull
himself out of depression by
focusing on the needs of others and
by seeking to help them. A person
who is self-centered, thinking only
about himself and his problems, is
depressed. But when he thinks about
how he can help others, he is happy.

JudgeJudgeJudgeJudge YourYourYourYour FriendFriendFriendFriend FavorablyFavorablyFavorablyFavorably

Another holy mitzvah, discussed in
this week'sparashah, is úà èåôùú ÷ãöá
êúéîò (19:15). Rashi writes that these
words teach us that we must judge
everyone favorably (úåëæ óëì).
Basically, this means that we must
give people the benefit of the doubt.
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When one isn't certain that his
fellow man sinned, it is a mitzvah to

assume that he didn’t.

150 years ago, Rebbe Aryeh
Mordechai Rabinovitz zt"l (a
grandson of the Yid HaKadosh of
Peshischa zy"a) decided to move
with his family to Eretz Yisrael.
Before setting out on the journey, he
traveled around Poland, to say
goodbye to the tzaddikim in his time

and to receive their blessings.

When he came to Trisk, (where the
Trisker Magid zy"a lived) he came
to the beis medresh, and found it
filled with people. Two wealthy
people were standing on thebimah,
crying copiously, and everyone
gathered to listen to what they had

to say.

"We are partners in a big business,"
they said. "We took a package with
money and traveled to a fair, very
far from our home. On the road we
saw a poor person walking by foot,
with a sack on his shoulders. We
asked him to join us on the wagon.
He thanked us with a full heart,
since his destination was almost the
same as ours. As we traveled, we
got to know him. He told us that
he has a large family,bli ayin hara,
and he supports them by serving as
a melamed. The only position that
he found was in a town distant
from his home. He was there for

several years, until he gathered a
substantial amount of money, and
he was now traveling home to

marry off his daughters.

"Shabbos was approaching, so we
rented a room in an expensive hotel.
We also rented a room for the
pauper as well, and we cordially
invited the pauper to eat the Shabbos
meals with us, which we paid for.
The pauper thanked us effusively for
all the kindness that we were

bestowing on him.

"Motzei Shabbos, we took our
package of money, and began to
count it. We saw that two hundred
ruble was missing. We immediately
suspected that the pauper stole it
from us. He is so poor, it wasn't
far-fetched to assume that he took

some of our money.

"We spoke to him calmly and nicely,
and we asked him to return the
money that he took. He promised
that he didn’t take anything, and he
said that he was insulted that we

suspected him.

"When we saw that he wasn't
admitting to the crime, we began
speaking harshly to him. 'Is that how
you repay us, after all the kindness
we did for you? We took you on the
wagon, rented a hotel room for you,
served you like a king on Shabbos,

and then you steal from us?!'
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"He kept on saying that he didn’t
take any money. We began checking
his clothing. The coat's lining was
sewn up with red thread. We opened
the lining and found two hundred
silver rubles, exactly the amount that

we were missing.

"'This is my money,' the pauper said.
'I earned it from themelamdus.' But
we didn’t believe him. We asked
him, 'How did it happen that you
earned exactly the amount that we

are missing?'

"The mistress of the hotel heard our
loud voices, and she came and asked
what was going on. We told her, and
we showed her the coat, with the red
thread, where we found the money.

"The mistress said, 'Erev Shabbos,
the pauper asked me for thread, and

I gave him red thread.'

"Now, we were convinced that he
stole the money, and we began to
hit the pauper. We took back 'our
money,' and continued on our way
to the business fair. The pauper
remained behind in the hotel,
bruised and injured."
The entire community of Trisk
listened spellbound, as one of the
wealthy people finished the tale. He
said, "We didn’t travel very far
from the hotel, when a mailman
caught up with us. He had an
urgent letter, sent to me from my

home. My wife wrote the following:
'Before you left on your trip, I
urgently needed two hundred ruble.
I took it out of your package. I
didn’t have the opportunity to tell
you before you left, that's why I'm
sending you this letter…'
"We were devastated. We realized
that we had suspected an innocent
man (choshed beksharim). We also
hit him and even stole his money
that he worked so hard to earn. We
quickly returned to the hotel,
hoping to make amends, but when
we got there, the hotel managers
told us that the pauper's heart
couldn’t sustain the shame and the
beatings. They called for a doctor,
but there was nothing the doctor

could do. He died.

"In addition to all our sins, we
killed an innocent person, and it
was all because we didn’t judge

him favorably.

"We went to the Trisker Magid and
asked him what we can do to atone
for this sin. The Magid told us that
our remorse already atones for much
of the sin. 'And for now,' the Trisker
Magid said, 'accept on yourselves
that you will support thealmanah
and heryesomim, for the rest of your
life, with an open hand. Also, you
shall marry off their children, as you
would do for your own. (Some say
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that the Trisker Magid also told
them that they must go out togalus.)
In addition, you must gather all
people of Trisk: the men, women
and children, the young and the old,
and tell them the entire story. The
shame that this will cause you,
together with the zikuy harabim
(because people will learn from you
to judge others favorably) will atone

your sins.'"

Included in the mitzvah of judging
favorably is also to judge people
righteously. This means, even if you
know for certain that you fellow
man committed a sin, chalilah,
when you take into account the
difficult test and challenge that he
was against, you will see it in a

different light.

In Pirkei Avos (2:5) we say,ïåãú ìà
åîå÷îì òéâúù ãò êøéáç úà, "Don’t judge
your friend until you reach his
place." The Sfas Emes writes, "And
it is impossible to be in your friend's
place, because everyone thinks
differently. Therefore, don’t ever
judge your friend." It is impossible
to judge another person, until you
understand exactly what he is going
through, and all the details of his
life. But to do so, one would need
to be born again to the same parents
as this other person, and to have the
exact same life as him. It is
impossible to completely be in his

place and therefore, no one is
capable of judging his fellow man.

At a levayah in New York, the
mourning family saw one of the
participants crying copiously. The
family didn’t recognize him. They
were surprised that someone,
obviously so close, was totally

unfamiliar to them.

Some members of the family
approached him solemnly, and
asked, "How did you know the

niftar?"

"I'm sorry, I don’t know theniftar"
he admitted. "I'm not related. I'm not

even a friend."

"So why are you here? And why are
you crying?"

"I live in Eretz Yisrael. I came to
New York to collect money for my
son's chasunah. Baruch Hashem, I
raised a lot of money. But this
morning, upon awakening, I
discovered that a thief broke into the
apartment and stole all the money.
When I saw this, I wanted to shout
and cry, but I couldn’t do so in the
middle of the city among people, so
I came to thislevayahbecause here
I can cry without shame. I wasn't
crying for your relative; I was crying

for my own tzoros."

This story helps us remember that
people react to their personal life
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problems. Sometimes it seems that
they are crying and shouting over
some other matter, but they are
really upset about their own issues.

We brought this story to help us
realize that we must strive to
understand what the other person is
going through, and why he acts the
way he does. Sometimes, people say
nasty and cruel words; they insult
and upset others. Often, this results
with people answering back with
angry words of their own. But we
should try to understand what our
fellow man is going through. It
could be that he has shalombayis
problems, financial issues, or any
other form of problem. He sought a
place where he can express his
frustration and fret. His shouts and
nasty words aren't intended to
anyone in particular. They were just

expressing his hardship.

The bitter meshulachof our story,
who was crying by the levayah,
sought a place where he could cry,
similarly, there are people who seek
places where they can let out the
tensions of their life. Consider this
idea and it will be easier to judge

your fellow man righteously.

Reb Bunim was thegabai of the
Chidushei HaRim zy"a. Once, a
wealthy person came to the
Chidushei HaRim's home, and Reb

Bunim told him that the Rebbe
wasn't available at the moment.

The wealthy visitor became angry,
and he smacked Reb Bunim on the
face. Reb Bunim went to the
Chidushei HaRim. Without saying
names, he told him what happened.
"Why do I deserve this?" he
asked. "I was just trying to keep
order in your court, so people
shouldn't disturb you at all hours

of the day…"

Later that day, this wealthy visitor
was permitted to go to the Rebbe.
The Chidushei HaRim immediately
knew that he was the one who
smacked the gabai. He rebuked
him for what he did. "I will not
accept you, until you ask Reb

Bunim forgiveness."

The wealthy man asked Reb Bunim
to forgive him. Reb Bunim heard
that this wealthy man was childless,
and came to the Chidushei HaRim
for a brachah for children. Reb
Bunim said to the Chidushei HaRim,
"I do not forgive him, until the
Rebbe promises that he will merit
bearing healthy children, yirei
shamayim."
The Rebbe said, "If this is what you
say, I guarantee that he will have a

child this year."

Reb Bunim allowed himself to feel
and understand the wealthy man's



TorahTorahTorahTorah WellspringsWellspringsWellspringsWellsprings ---- EmorEmorEmorEmor 17171717

sorrow, and that enabled him to
judge him favorably, and even to

help him.

Don'tDon'tDon'tDon't Hate…Hate…Hate…Hate…

It is written (in this week's
parashah): êááìá êéçà úà àðùú àì,
"don’t hate your brother in your
heart" (19:17). Rebbe Dovid Lelover
explained, don’t hate your friend just
because he has a different heart (a
different way of looking at things).

When people see things differently it
can result in a dispute, and
sometimes even hatred. This
particularly occurs when they are
working together on a project and
they disagree on some matter. Each
person is certain that he is correct,
and he can't understand how the
other man can think differently.
Therefore, the Torah urges us; don’t
hate your fellow man, just because
he has a different heart than you.

Chazal say, "Just as people's faces
are different, so are their way of

thinking" (Tanchumah Pinchas1).
Everyone understands that one can't
change the face of his fellow man.
This is the way Hashem created him,
and all that we can do is accept him
the way he is. Similarly, we should
understand that you can't change the
way other people think. We should
understand that he is thinking
according to the mind that Hashem
gave him. According to his mind, he
is thinking straight and we should

respect that.

Based on these ideas, Reb Eliyahu
Roth zt"l showed that when people
have different views, they are really
in agreement, because both of them
agree that according to this person's
mind (the mind that Hashem gave
him) things should be done one way,
and in accordance to this person's
mind (which Hashem gave him)
things should be done differently.
Therefore, they are really agreeing
with each other. So why should their
two opinions result in amachlokes?
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