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              The inauguration of a 

new king 

The book of Shemos begins with an event not 

unlike the event that will take place this Erev Shabbos, a 

transition of power, an important inauguration, the 

inauguration of a new Pharaoh in ancient Egypt.  

 “A new king arose over Egypt who did not 

know of Joseph.” How could this new king not know 

about Yosef? Yosef became a national hero when he 

prevented a certain famine and financial collapse?  Rashi 

was bothered that this new Pharaoh did not know Yosef. 

Rashi quotes two opinions about this king: one is that it 

was indeed a new Pharaoh; the other opinion is that it was 

the same old Pharaoh but he changed his perspective.  His 

new official position was to deliberately forget what 

Yosef had done and to target his people for genocide. 

“Behold the people, the children of Israel, are more 

numerous and stronger than we are. Come, let us act 

shrewdly, lest they become numerous, and it may be that 

if a war will occur they may join our enemies, and turn 

against us…”  So the “new” Pharaoh was wary of the 

Jewish presence in Mitzraim and wanted to prevent a 

potentially powerful internal enemy.  

The Kli Yokor expounds upon Pharaoh’s 

convenient forgetfulness. Pharaoh forgot how the 

Shevotim tried to make sure that Yosef’s dream did not 

come to fruition.  He forgot how the brothers schemed to 

make sure that Yosef would never be a leader of any sort. 

He forgot that as much as they attempted to sabotage 

Yosef, their schemes actually brought Yosef’s dreams 

closer to reality. Unbeknownst to the Shevotim was the 

fact that when they sold Yosef to Egypt, they were 

bringing him closer to becoming the second most 

powerful man in the world. Pharaoh forgot all these facts. 

In other words Pharaoh failed to remember who is really 

in charge and that the best laid plans can be 

counterproductive to their intentions. 

  The more Pharaoh tried to suppress Jewish 

growth, the more they proliferated. Pharaoh said, “pen 

yirbeh,” “Lest it (the nation) becomes numerous” and 

Hashem said, “ken yirbeh”  “So they increased.”  This 

was Pharaoh’s critical mistake. He thought he could 

destroy the Jewish nation by ignoring the hand of Hashem 

in Yosef’s life and in the lives of Am Israel, but as he 

tried to obliterate them, they only became more of a 

presence. Denying Divine Providence in Yosef’s rise to 

power was tantamount to denying G-d’s Providence in the 

world and specifically in the life of the Jewish nation.   

The Steipler writes in his sefer Birchas Peretz, 

that we can see the same concept when Pharaoh consulted 

the royal astrologists about matters of national security. 

On the day of Moshe’s birth, his oracles told him that the 

savior of the Jewish people had been born that day. 

Pharaoh thought that he can circumvent Hashem’s will; 

he ordered all male babies born on that day to be cast into 

the Nile River. What was the outcome of his diabolical 

plan? Ironically, not only was Moshe spared death, he 

was rescued by none other than Pharaoh’s daughter and 

raised inside his palace, literally on his lap. The message 

is clear - a person cannot go against Hashem’s will.  
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When a person tries to outmaneuver Hashem, He will 

make that very act bring His plan closer to fruition. 

Perhaps this is the meaning in the posuk in 

Mishley, “There are many thoughts in man’s heart, but G-

d’s plans - that shall stand.” This verse is teaching us that 

when a man thinks of a way to oppose Hashem’s will, 

these very same thoughts bring about Hashem’s will. 

Even when a man just assumes that he is planning his 

own destiny, Hashem’s plan will ultimately take place.   

We witness this over and over in our own lives, even 

when we don’t necessarily have in mind to go against 

Hashem. We may try to accomplish something, and it 

does not turn out the way we planned it. We may make 

every effort, but every effort is thwarted and only after a 

while do we recognize Hashem’s hand.  

The Gemora shares an interesting anecdote about 

a man whose nickname reflected his love for Shabbos. 

His name was Yosef Mokir Shabbos, Yosef who honors 

Shabbos. Every week he would go to the market and 

carefully and lovingly pick out the most beautiful fish 

available.  Even when his wages were meager and he had 

to make due with less during the week, he would invest in 

the best fish for Shabbos. In the same town lived a very 

wealthy individual who sought advice from fortunetellers 

and astrologists about protecting his fortune.  He was told 

that all his possessions will eventually pass to a Jew 

named Yosef Mokir Shabbos. Fearing this prediction and 

hoping to foil it, he sold all his possessions, bought an 

extremely valuable pearl that was worth as much as 

everything he had before, and had the pearl sewn into his 

hat. He also decided to leave town and get as far away as 

possible.  In this way he thought he was safe from Yosef 

Mokir Shabbos somehow getting hold of his money.  As 

he was walking on a bridge over a river, a gust of wind 

sent his hat flying and cast it into the water. To his horror, 

the hat disappeared downstream and all his wealth was 

lost in one fell swoop. The pearl was eventually torn off 

the hat and swallowed by a large fish.  Sometime later 

fishermen hauled up the fish. By the time they brought it 

ashore, it was late in the day on Friday and everyone 

already completed their purchases for Shabbos. They 

were disappointed and wondered who will buy the fish at 

such a late hour?” Someone said to the fishermen, “Go, 

bring it to Yosef Mokir Shabbos, for he has the habit of 

buying any delicacy that comes his way for the honor of 

Shabbos.” They brought it to him and he bought it. When 

he cut it open, he found the pearl inside. When he sold the 

pearl he received the sum of money equivalent to the rich 

man’s fortune. The Ben Ish Chai asks, “If the point of this 

story is to show how Yosef Mokir Shabbos honored 

Shabbos, why was it necessary to include details relating 

to the wealthy gentile and the astrologists?” Ben Ish Chai 

writes that Chazal wanted to convey to us the message 

that when Hashem decrees something,  no matter how 

much we may try to thwart His plan, it will be all in vain. 

Furthermore, the very action which the gentile took to 

protect himself was the cause of his ruin and effected a 

reward for Yosef for his remarkable dedication to 

Shabbos.  

Whether it was a new Pharaoh or an old Pharaoh 

who rose to this position, not only did his plan fail, but it 

actually facilitated the redemption of Klal Israel and the 

birth of a brand new Yom Tov, Pesach!   

  

 

 


