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There are various explanations of what the sin of the Meraglim was. In the sefer
Derash Moshe, Harab Moshe Feinstein zt”l explains that there was a lack of Emunah.
He asks, how was it possible for such great people, tsadikim, to speak negatively
about Erets Yisrael? All of the miracles in Egypt & the receiving of the Torah was in
order to inherit Erets Yisrael! What were their doubt? Conquering their enemies was
proven already; all of the giants & nations were destroyed along the way & Hashem
promised them that He will aid them in conquering all of the nations. How could it be
that they were lacking faith in Hashem? Rab Moshe explains: There are many levels
of Emunah, but when one works on his Emunah & sees how Hashem helps him in his
life, building Emunah on his own with a solid foundation, and then internalizes this
daily, then his faith will never be shattered. Even in the darkest times his faith in
Hashem grows stronger, because he knows that Hashem is there for him for his
benefit, and he never doubts the ways of Hashem. As David Hamelech said, לא
גם כי אלך בגיא צלמות אירע רע כי אתה עמדי  – even in life threatening situations
You are there for me & I have no fear of harm. That is the difference of all of Bnei
Yisrael at that time. They all saw the miracles which brought them to a high level of
Emunah, but this was not internalized & now being put to the test they failed. This is
like when a father or a rebbi teaches his children or students about all of the great
miracles Hashem made throughout history. This does not put them on any higher
level than before this knowledge. Only when one lives Emunah daily, seeing how
Hashem takes care of him from morning to night overcoming difficulties & setbacks,
will he recognize Hashem at every turn. The roots become stronger with each
challenge & then he can reach a full level of Emunah, as our rabbis state: The
maidservants of Bnei Yisrael saw prophecy greater than Yehezkel Ben Buzei, who
saw the Merkava in heaven. But the difference between the maidservants &
Yehezkel was, they remained maidservants but he remained a Nabi. Emunah has to
be built in by everyday observance of the ways of Hashem, and (Continued on page 2)
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Parashat Shelah Lecha/פרשת שלח לך
Friday /

Shir HaShirim - ש”הש /  6:55

Candle Lighting -  8:11

Shekiah - שקיעה / 8:29

Shabbat Morning /
- קרבנות  8:00
- ה‘ מלך 8:15

- שמע מ”א 8:19
שיעור חובות הלבבות

Shabbat Afternoon /
- שיעור הלכה  5:45

- מנחה 7:00
- שקיעה 8:29
- שיחה 9:00
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that only comes through Torah and mussar. One without the
other is in vain. People go through their entire lives and don’t

see a glimpse of Hashem in their daily lives. Of course without training from
Rabotenu Hakedoshim, the sifreh mussar & Torah, people can see things related to
natural causes and events, Rahmana Litslan.

This reminds me of an article that was written after the first Russian astronaut
reached the moon. After such happiness & success he said, “I see a great expanse &
marvelous world, but I dont see angels or Hashem anywhere”. Of course he will
never see Hashem! This is like a blind man who wants to see and understand color. A
blind man will never understand color and an apikoros will never see Hashem.

Just like Paroh and his nation never recognized Hashem, as Moshe told Paroh
“ידעתי כי טרם תיראון מפני ה‘ אלקים" you will never come to fear Hashem. How
did he know this? Since they were non believers and not willing to try and see
Hashem. Bnei Yisrael are Maaminim Bnei Maaminim, but this requires constant
reinforcement. The way to do do this is to constantly speak about Emunah, by seeing
His great acts & wonders every day. Just thinking about the Birkat Hashahar,
thanking Hashem for contiually giving us the ability to see, talk, walk, think etc. will
enable us to serve Hashem with an abundance of Emunah that encircles our lives
knowing how great and how much Hashem loves us.

Shabbat Shalom         HaRav Ezra Zafrani

(Continued from page 1)

Stories of Gedolim
Rav Aharon Kotler zt”l , the founder of Beth Medrash Govoha in Lakewood was a great
talmid chochom who was very involved in the dissemination of Torah in America
during and after World War II. He was a man of truth who sought to teach American
Jewry the  importance and necessity of learning Torah Lishma, for its own sake.

During R’ Aharon’s illness,  many of his talmidim visited him and the hospital room was
always bursting with visitors. This intrigued the hospital staff for among their patients
was another  famous person, the former first lady Eleanor Roosevelt. Though Mrs.
Roosevelt was considered an American celebrity, she did not  receive nearly as many
visitors nor fanfare as R’ Aharon. Perplexed, the hospital staff approached R’ Shneur
Kotler zt”l, R’ Aharon’s son, and asked for an explanation for the  Rabbis’ popularity.

“He is a Rabbi, a teacher in a yeshiva…”, explained R’ Shneur. “…A Torah institution of
higher learning”. Seeing that they needed more of an explanation and unsure whether
the non jewish/nonobservant staff would  understand the value of learning for its own
sake, R’ Shneur continued, “It trains men to become rabbis and teachers”. The hospital
staff seemed to have understood.
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THE RESURRECTION FERN

Each spring, Hashem gives us a taste of
תחיית המתים when we witness
animals awake from their hibernation
and the trees and vegetation blossom
with life. There are however certain
creations which are a constant
reminder of this phenomena. One such
example is the resurrection fern which gets its name for its dessication state.
The fern uses this unique trait to preserve itself in harsh weather conditions.
Pleopeltis polypodioides, when deprived of water, will shrivel up into a brown
crumpled mesh and appear dead. The plant does this to preserve what little
water it has and uses just enough to keep itself alive. When any water returns
or is added to the fern, it will "resurrect" itself and look like a regular fern,
turning green again, and unfolding its fronds. After gaining water the
resurrection fern can return to its normal state in about as quickly as 24 hours.
It is estimated that the resurrection fern could go approximately one hundred
years without water and still "resurrect" after receiving water at the end of
those one hundred years!

This is yet another example of how Hakadosh Baruch Hu gives each creature
what it needs to thrive in its habitat.

Rabbi Eliyahu Tobal

נפלאות הבורא
Hashems Amazing World

Stories of Gedolim cont… But R’ Aharon was visibly bothered. “Nein” he urged,
clearly upset about the way the yeshiva was portrayed.

“Zug em Torah Lishma” (Tell them learning Torah for its own sake) and not as a vehicle
to produce rabbis. R’ Shneur heeded his father’s words, and went on to expound to the
now very fascinated staff the greatness and importance to Jews of learning Torah, our
precious mesora, for its own sake and not merely as a book of training to teach others.

R’ Aharon, the man of truth, the one who understood the value of every moment, of
every word of Torah, would not allow anyone to be misled.
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הליכות עולם
Weekly Halachot

Selecting from a Mixture (Week 4)
Separating from one type of food

בורר מתערובת של מין אחד
The melacha of Borer is only by a mixture of
two different types but a mixture of one type of
food has no prohibition of Borer. Therefore,
one may select from a mixture of the same type
of food even for a later meal. For example, one
may remove from a mixture of apples, the small
apples from the big ones.

The reason for this is that when selecting from
only one type of food there is no reason to call
the rest of the mixture waste since he is
selecting the same type. Whereas when
selecting from two types he is showing that he
is not interested at all in the other type.

However if there is a significant difference
within the mixture of one type of food then it
can be borer. A difference of taste or color such
as a mixture of sour apples and sweet apples, if
one does not want the sour apples he may not
remove them from the mixture rather he may
remove the fruit he desires to eat right away.
Similarly, one type of food that some of it was
baked while the other was fried if he does not
want the fried piece he may not remove it from
the mixture. Therefore, one who does not eat
fried foods may not separate fried chicken from
a mixture of fried and baked chicken rather he
may remove the baked chicken to eat right
away.

Separating while eating
If while eating one notices waste, one may
remove it from one’s mouth. Similarly, one may
drink from a cup that has a filter to prevent
waste from entering into ones mouth. In
Argentina, some drink a tea called mat’e. The

way it is drunk is that one uses a metal straw
that has a filter on the bottom, its purpose is to
separate the fluid from the tealeaves.  Some
poskim permit it on Shabbat since the process
is done while actually drinking. [One may not
pour hot water from the urn on tealeaves
because of the prohibition of cooking rather
one may prepare it from before Shabbat or use
the method of k’li shelishi.]

Separating waste together with some food
One may remove waste from food when the
waste is not completely mixed in rather it’s on
top or touching the side of the food, if while
removing the waste one would remove some
of the food with it then it is permitted. However
if the waste was mixed throughout the mixture
it is forbidden to remove the waste even with
some food. Additionally this could only be done
with ones hands but a sifter, strainer or any
item that is made for borer is forbidden even if
some of the food will be removed with the
waste.
Examples:
A) One may remove a fly from ones food or
drink by taking some food with it.
B) One may peal a fruit even to be eaten later if
part of the fruit is removed with the peal.
C) One may remove a bone from meat, chicken
or fish with some of the meat attached to it.
D) One may cut off a rotten part of a fruit
together with some of the fruit.
E) If while squeezing lemon into a food such as
a salad or a kibeh a pit fell in one may not
remove just the pit rather one must remove it
together with some of the salad or meat.
F) If a hair fell into a salad one may remove it
with a piece of the salad.

Rabbi Michael Levy


