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IMPORTANCE OF ....  
The Gemara (Berachos 9a) states that Hashem issued instructions 
that Bnei Yisroel “borrow” gold and silver from the Egyptians, 
using the words tb rcs (please speak), to ensure that it would take 
place, and to avoid Avrohom’s potential complaint that the 
subjugation part of the Gezeirah (o,ut ubhgu ouscgu) was fulfilled, 
but the other half (kusd aufrc utmh) was not. The Meforshim ask, 
what was Hashem’s concern ? Did not Bnei Yisroel collect the 
spoils emerging from the Yam Suf, which were more than 
sufficient to satisfy Hashem’s promise ? The HaDrash V’HaIyun 
cites a Pshat based on the Gemara (Shabbos 68a) which notes 
that the phrase kusd kkf (major rule) implies that there is another 
kkf that is minor or smaller. Otherwise, why refer to it as kusd ? 
As such, description of Egypt’s wealth as “kusd aufr” in the Posuk 
implies that there may also have been another aufr, which was 
not as big. This could have been fulfilled with the gold and silver 
borrowed in Egypt. Therefore, Hashem asked that Bnei Yisroel 
obtain initially the smaller aufr, so that Avrohom would have no 
complaint after Bnei Yisroel picked up the Bizas HaYam. With the 
smaller aufr in hand, the Bizas HaYam could rightfully be called 
kusd aufr. Without it, Avrohom would say that Bizas HaYam was 
only aufr, and not kusd aufr. However, it is difficult to say that 
use of the word kusd always implies another, smaller version. Is 
not Hashem referred to as trubvu rucdv kusdv ? The Gemara 
(Chulin 137b) relates that R’ Yochanan saw Isi b. Hini preparing 
a lesson for his son, in which he used the word ohkjr for sheep.  
R’ Yochanan said, should you not say ,ukjr (as sheep are 
feminine) ? Isi replied that we see the Posuk using ohkjr, in 
oh,tn ohkjr. R’ Yochanan countered, the Torah’s Lashon 
(terminology) is one thing, while the Chamomim’s Lashon is a 
different thing. Thus, the Chachomim may choose to establish a 
rule whereby the  existence of a iye may be derived from use of 
the word kusd, and apply that rule to their Drashos. However, the 
Torah itself is not so obligated to choose its words accordingly, 
and certainly not where it isn’t appropriate.  

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
Before performing which mitzvah does one recite the following 
brocho: ubhct ovrct ka oheuju ,uumnc u”cet v”nt h”tc ?  

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:  
(What food may be eaten only on Shabbos ?)  
The Mishna Berurah (242:4) cites Sefer Chasidim who says that 
if one receives food which has been designated by the sender to 
be eaten on Shabbos, he may not eat that food on a weekday.  
DIN'S CORNER:  
If one lives in an area where the Shul does not have a steady 
minyan, not only should one help by attending, but one should 
also exert oneself to work on assembling the minyan. If, as a 
result of being among the first 10, one receives S’char equivalent 
to that of all who come afterwards, one who works to gather them 
earns it even more. (Mishna Berurah 55:73)      

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   
The Mishna (Bava Kamma 80a) states that one may not raise 
small domesticated animals (such as sheep and goats) in Eretz 
Yisroel because they wander around and graze in other people’s 
fields, often destroying their vegetation. The Gemara relates that 
there was a Chasid who was ill, and the doctors said he must 
suckle fresh milk every morning. He was given a goat, which he 
tied to his bedpost and every morning he would drink its milk. A 
few days later, his friends came to visit, but when they saw the 
goat tied to his bed, they retreated, saying: “ihhuzn ohyxk (armed 
robbers) are in this house !”, referring to the goat. The Mishna 
(Keilim 19:2) states that a rope of 5 Tefachim, sticking out after a 
bed is constructed (from ropes), is considered usable, and is 
therefore susceptible to becoming tny. This is derived from the 
fact that in Egypt, Bnei Yisroel tied their Korban Pesach lamb to 
the bed with such a rope. The Tur (j”ut 430) notes that the 
Shabbos before Pesach is called Shabbos HaGadol because Bnei 
Yisroel tied the Korban Pesach lamb to their beds on that day, 
four days before they needed to offer it, in spite of the fact that 
sheep were sacred in Egypt. Why did Hashem instruct them to 
keep sheep tied to their bedpost for four days ? Wouldn’t that 
look like raising a lamb, which is forbidden because of Gezel, like 
the criticism leveled at the Chasid ? The Bris Shalom suggests 
that this may provide a different perspective on R’ Yitzchok’s 
statement, quoted by Rashi in the beginning of Bereshis, that the 
Torah should really have begun with the mitzvah of Kiddush 
HaChodesh / Korban Pesach, but to defend against a claim from 
other nations of “o,t ohyxk” (you are robbers), the Torah began 
with Bereshis. The claim of o,t ohyxk would have been the 
reaction, had the Torah begun with Korban Pesach, because the 
Korban Pesach lamb was to be tied to one’s bedpost, as the 
Chasid had done, causing them to exclaim: “u,hcc ihhuzn ohyxk”. 
However, the Gemara (Pesachim 96a) states that securing a lamb 
on the 10th of Nisan only applied to the first Pesach in Egypt, and 
not subsequently. This is because the prohibition against raising 
small animals only applied to Eretz Yisroel, where one knew not 
to obtain the lamb on the 10th. In Egypt, there was no problem 
keeping a lamb for 4 days, which was required, as per the Tur.  

A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
When the Kehilah in Antwerp was seeking a Rav to assist R’ Chaim 
Kreisworth as a idx, they asked R’ Henkin for a recommendation. R’ 
Henkin recommended R’ Tuvia Goldstein for the post. When he received  
the offer, R’ Tuvia consulted with R’ Moshe Feinstein, who advised him 
not to accept it, because Rabonus is full of politics, and will prevent him 
from Torah study. Many years later, R’ Tuvia met R’ Kreisworth at a 
doctor’s office, and R’ Kreisworth commented wryly, “It seems Bashert 
that eventually we would be together”. Shortly thereafter, both of these 
Gedolim were Niftar, and they ended up buried next to each other in the 
same Chelka on Har Menuchos.  
P.S. Sholosh Seudos sponsored this week by the Sternberg family. 


