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FACEBUKER SHABBOS TABLE TALK 
Continuing the Legacy of Rabbi Dovid Winiarz of blessed memory 

Vayeishev 5777 

 

“And Yosef brought evil reports of them to their father… And Yisrael loved Yosef from all his 
sons because he was the son of his old age...” (Genesis 37:2-3) 

A superficial review of this story seems to be a typical situation. The spoiled baby brother ingratiates 
himself with his father by making his brothers look bad. In fact, this is how Yosef’s brothers viewed it. 
However, this couldn’t be further from the truth. 

Anyone who has studied the laws of Lashon Hara, forbidden speech, and 
has become sensitized to it, knows that when someone speaks ill of 
another, it does not raise the speaker’s stature in his eyes.  On the 
contrary, it lowers the esteem the listener has for the talebearer.  Yet, the 

Torah’s very next verse is that Yaakov loved Yosef more than any of his sons.  Why?  The Torah tells 
us right away – because he was a ‘ben zekunim,’ a child of his old age. 

In truth, since Yaakov married at the age of eighty-four, all his sons were born in his old age.  
Yissachar and Zevulun, Leah’s youngest sons, were only a year or two older than Yosef. The Ramban 
explains, though, that it is natural for an elderly parent to choose one of his sons to escort him.  When 
he walks, he will hold the boy’s hand and lean on him.  The son Yaakov chose was Yosef, the last of 
the eleven children to be born. (Binyamin would not be born until later.) This choice had additional 
consequences.  

Onkelos explains ‘ben zekunim’ as ‘bar chakim,’ a wise son.  When Yosef was with Yaakov, it was 
clear that he was a wise and mature boy, worthy of being taught all the Torah Yaakov had learned in 
the fourteen years he was at the Yeshiva of Shem and Ever.  If so, why did Yosef speak ill of his 
brothers and why did Yaakov favor him if he was a baal Lashon Hara? 

It is precisely because Yaakov spent so much time with Yosef that he got to know who Yosef really 
was.  Not who he appeared to be when horsing around with his half-brothers, not who the brothers 
thought he was when he spoke ill of them, but who he truly was. 

Yaakov recognized that Yosef had a deep, abiding love for his siblings and 
wanted the best for them. When Yosef saw something bad, he ran to his 
father not so his brothers might be viewed negatively, but so Yaakov might 
correct their ways and help them to be the completely righteous and 
wonderful people Yosef knew they could be.  When he saw something that 
might be beneath them, he was horrified, because he knew this was not the 
real person shining through. 

In fact, we even have a hint to this in our posuk.  It says that Yosef brought 
evil reports to ‘their father.’  Had Yosef been vying for personal stature, it 
would have said he reported back to ‘his father.’  Because it refers to Yaakov 
as the brothers’ father, it sheds light upon Yosef’s true intentions, which were 
to have Yaakov help his sons to be their best.  Yosef spoke like a Talmid 
Chacham. He was not speaking ‘forbidden speech’ because his words came 
out of concern for the benefit of the subject and were allowed by the Torah 
for ‘to’eles,’ constructive purpose.   

Why did Yaakov love Yosef more than all his sons?  Because Yaakov took the time to get to know 
Yosef and realized what love he had for his brothers.  Perhaps, if we took the time to get to know 
people and to see their greatness, we would find ourselves more able to love them too. 



A “Glowing” Success 

Our Parsha tells us that Yosef was sold to Egypt, to the house of Potiphar. However, he quickly rose in 

the ranks and became the Chief of Staff. All he did was successful. The Torah tells us, “And G-d was 

with him, and Yosef was a successful man. R’ Shlomo Ephraim Luntshitz in his sefer Klei Yakar explains 

that there was something unique about Yosef’s success. 

The Torah says he was “matzliach.” This is a grammatical form called hip’il, which implies causation. 

What was spectacular about Yosef was that he caused those around him to be successful too. G-d’s 

blessings poured down on him and overflowed onto others. In fact, his master noted that HE was 

successful and those around the master became successful as well. It seems that the Torah’s definition 

of success is to not only be successful but to spread your success to others.  

STORY TIME: A young man opened a printing shop in Bnai Brak. There was already an established 

printer in the area and people were concerned that this fellow was impinging on the existing print 

shop’s business. The older printer assured them he would speak to the young man. 

When they met, the experienced printer offered the youngster tips and business insights to help him 

succeed. Shocked that he would do that, the young fellow asked why he did. 

“HaShem determines how much I’m going to have, regardless of what competition there is. You can’t 

take away what I’m supposed to get. If anything, you’re just making it so I 

have less work to do.” ☺ 

On Chanukah, we become enlightened. Just as a candle that lights another 

loses none of its own light, so do we never lose by helping another. A clue to 

this is the fact that we light the Menorah with a special candle called the 

‘shamash,’ the attendant, the job of which is to light the other lights. It often 

stands higher than the other candles. This reminds us that being of service to 

others uplifts us and raises our stature. 

THE HOLE STORY: Jelly Donuts or "Sufganiyot" are customarily eaten on 

Chanukah.  Why?  Yes, they are fried in oil, reminding us of the miracle, but there is more. Rav Shlomo 

Zalman Auerbach z”l quotes the gemara (Avodah Zara 52b) which says that when the Chashmonaim were 

victorious, they entered the Bais HaMikdash, cleaned it up and purified it.  However they had no viable 

solution to purify the stones of the Mizbei'ach (the altar) and had to bury them.  After eating donuts we 

make the "Al HaMichya" blessing, in which we ask Hashem to rebuild Yerushalayim and the Bais 

HaMikdash, specifically asking for mercy "Al Mizabachecha" - on the altar which was buried.   

What about the Jelly?  The gemara in Sotah says that since the Bais HaMikdash was destroyed the taste 

of fruits have never been as sweet.  Fruit is thus associated with the Bais HaMikdash so we add fruit jelly to 

our donuts. (Shalmei Moed) 

Want to sign up to get this Shabbos Table Talk each week?  E-mail us at DoItForDovid@Gmail.com. 

FACEBUKER SHABBOS TABLE TALKING POINTS 
One who prepares on Friday, say the Sages, will eat on Shabbos. This refers to utilizing the time we 
have on this world, when we can do mitzvos and learn Torah and earn reward, much as one can cook 
on Friday, to prepare for the next world when it is too late to do anything more and we only enjoy 
what we’ve sent ahead. 

Such preparation has a physical meaning as well, so that the weekly Shabbos is only as good as the 
preparing you’ve done for it. Preparing yourself before walking into your home, or imagining how you 
will react in certain circumstances, will enable you to better perform in the moment. 

DISCUSS AT YOUR TABLE: This year, Shabbos, a day of rest, Torah, and communion with G-d, is Erev 
Chanuka. How can this heightened level of spirituality be channeled into preparation for Chanuka? What connections 
and distinctions can we draw between the lights of Shabbos and the lights of Chanuka? The lights of Chanuka help spread 
word of the miracles HaShem did for the Chashmonaim. Does Shabbos have anything similar? 


