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Shabbat schedule  

Friday/ ערב שבת 
Hadlakat nerot 7:31 
First Minyan  
Shir Hashirim 6:20 
Mincha 6:30 
Second Minyan  
Mincha 7:25 

Shabbat/שבת  
Shachrit/korbanot 8:00 

Hashem Melech 8:15 

Shema Magen Abraham 8:45 

Shiur Chovot Halevavot 

Afternoon/שבת 
Halacha shiur  5:30 

Kids Tehilim 6:15 

Mincha 6:45 

סעודת שלישית 
 Shekia 7:47

 Rabbi’s lecture 8:15

 Arbit following lecture

 Rabenu Tam 8:59

Bachurim program 

 Restarting Elul (Next week) 

21 Cedar Street  Lakewood NJ

The Children of Hashem 

The Pasuk says בנים אתם לה' אלכיכם. Being that every Jew is a child of Hashem, we 
must be careful not to act foolishly and do acts which are disgusting or abominable, 
such as tattoos on the body, eating non-kosher animals or food or do any act that 
imitate the ways of the Goyim. We are a nation of holiness and chosen by Hashem 
from all of the other nations. Therefore our acts must be outstanding so other nations 
should come close to Hashem. 
  
The Sefer Karchei Mussar of Rab Yaakov Neiman Zt”l says, that once he visited his 
Rab, Harab Moshe Rosenshtein on Shabbat, who was the Mashgiach in Yeshiva 
Lomza. He saw him testing a young boy in Humash. Rab Neiman asked him, “Who 
is this boy?” The Rebbe whispered in his ear, “He is a son of Hashem.” He saw Reb 
Neiman’s strange expression, and he added, “If I would tell you that he is the son of 
Beryl or Shmeryl, would that make a difference to you?” From then on Reb Neiman 
understood fully how any Mechanech, Moreh or father should feel and treat each 
child, whether it's his own child or the child of others. He learned to deal with each 
child, and know that his Father is Hakadosh Baruch Hu, and he is responsible to 
train and teach him the ways of his Father. Hashem is standing alongside each child 
and demanding, “Take care of My precious child! I sent him to you for the special 
care and training that he deserves.” If every one of us would keep this in mind, we 
would have generations of Sadikim Gemurim and the happiest and most prosperous 
nation in the world.  
The Gemara in Erubin (54) tells the episode of Rab Preida who had a student who 
was very deficient in understanding, to the point that each subject matter had to be 
said over to him four hundred times. How was he able to have such patience and 
love for this student? The answer is clear, he is the son of Hashem. The Gemara 
relates that because of Rabi Preida’s Sidkut the whole generation was rewarded long 
life and Olam Haba. Rab Yehuda Sadka Zt”l the Rosh Yeshiva of Porat Yosef was 
approached by a Melamed and said that one of his students is not holding up to par 
with the others and he thinks that he should be sent away. Rab Sadka asked the 
Melamed, “Did you pray hard for him to be successful? If not then you are not doing 
your job properly.” Many weeks later, one evening the Rosh Yeshiva entered the 
Beit Medrash to check on the Talmidim. It was late that evening, and he saw one 
young man deeply engrossed in his learning. He bent over and kissed him, this was 
the boy that the Melamed wanted to send away. 
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There was a big raffle for a Menorah in Horodna. After the winning raffle was drawn by the Shamash, R’ 
Eliyahu Meir Zoldan, and the menorah awarded to the winner, some children 
started playing with the raffles that were not drawn. One of the kids discovered 
that one of the names in the raffle was mistakenly written twice although neither 
was chosen. R’ Yehoshua Leib Diskin zt”l, who was then a child, declared that 
the raffle was void and should be done again. A big argument ensued among the 
children who disagreed with him. When the adults came to Shul and heard the 
commotion they all had their own opinions on the matter. When R’ Yehoshua 
Leib's father, R’ Binyomin Diskin zt”l  walked in he heard everybody claiming 
the raffle should still be valid while R’ Yehoshua Leib insisted that it was void. 
His father, (who happened to be the Rov at the time), asked him why he thought 
so if that man was not the winner anyway. 
R’ Yehoshua Leib said that had the man with the duplicate ticket won, surely it 
would have been voided when the mistake was revealed. Therefore that man had 
no chance to win. If so it was as if his raffle ticket was not in the drawing, and 
since a ticket was missing the raffle was void. This answer from the young boy 
amazed his father and R’ Yehoshua Leib's genius spread quickly throughout the 

town. 
Years later when R’ Yehoshua Leib was already the Rov of Yerushalayim, R’ Eliyahu Meir Zoldan the Shamash, 
who was by then over a hundred years old, also lived there, and R’ Yehoshua Leib sent someone to call him 
over. R’ Yehoshua Leib reminded him of the story from many long years ago. He said that surely he caused him 
grief by causing him to have to go to the winner to take back the menorah in order to hold another raffle. And 
therefore now he wanted to ask him Mechila. Search was the amazing gadlus coupled with supreme humility of 
the great Seraph of Brisk Rab Yehoshua Leib Diskin.

Rab Rosenshtein Zt”l said, “Why is it that we have such love for these young students? Since they are pure and their 
Neshamot are clinging to Hashem.” With this understanding we should approach each day with the great Zechut of 
being a Shaliach of Hashem to take care of His children. Mehanchim, especially, even with the difficulties of hinuch, 
this is Avodat Hakodesh. Greater than the Kohen Gadol on Yom Hakipurim in the Kodesh Kodoshim, we are daily in 
the Kodesh Kodoshim dealing directly with Abinu Shebashamayim as He has Rahamim on His children. 

Shabbat Shalom 
Rabbi Ezra Zafrani

STORIES OF OUR GEDOLIM 
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HASHEM’S AMAZING WORLD/ נפלאות הבורא 

Hashem shows those who are interested in seeing the truth His presence in the world. One way that 
Hashem does so is through the wondrous creatures He has 
created with such design and purpose. Relationships have 
been established throughout the animal kingdom, sometimes 
between the most unlikely of species. While some of these 
relationships can be harmful, or only beneficial to one party, 
many more are beneficial to all parties involved, which is 
referred to as a symbiotic relationship. One interesting 
example of symbiosis is the shark and remora relationship, 
found in many tropical oceans. 

A remora is a small fish that usually averages between one 
and three feet in length. Their front dorsal fins were designed 

as an organ that acts like a suction cup on the top of their heads. This organ is used to attach the fish to a 
passing shark, usually on the shark's belly or underside. They have also been known to attach to whales, 
manta rays, and the occasional diver. 

The shark and remora relationship benefits both species. Remoras are able to eat scraps of prey dropped by 
the shark. They also feed off of parasites on the shark's skin and in its mouth. One species is even known to 
consume feces from the host. 

The remora receives more than just a convenient food source; it is also protected from predators and given 
free transportation through the oceans. By keeping the waters clear of scraps around the shark, the remoras 
prevent the development of unhealthy organisms near the shark. The host shark is also kept clean of 
irritating parasites that could adversely affect its health. Remoras are not to be confused with pilot fish, 
another species that travels with sharks in a similar symbiotic relationship. Pilot fish swim alongside sharks 
but do not attach themselves to the shark. 

Studies have shown that many species of shark seem to be aware of the benefits a remora has on its life and 
wellbeing. Experiments in captivity have demonstrated a change in a shark's behavior in the presence of 
remoras. Sharks have been observed slowing down in the water, even risking their own survival, in order to 
allow remoras to attach themselves. 

However, this is not true of all shark species. Sandbar and lemon sharks have been documented acting 
aggressively and even consuming possibly beneficial remoras. Despite these rare instances where the 
behavior deviates from the general course, the shark and remora relationship is one of the ocean's most 
steadfast. These two creatures were obviously created for one another and display Hashem’s great wisdom 
in the creation! 

Rabbi Eliyahu Tobal
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Weekly Halacot - הלכה למעשה

 Auspicious situations for Tzedaka  

• For a deceased soul, particularly a child for a 
parent during the first year after passing, more 
so in the first thirty days, and even more so 
during the seven days of shiva. However, 
anyone who gives “lelui nishmat" a soul causes 
that soul great comfort which is a misvah of  
“hesed shel emet" that cannot be repaid by the 
recipient.  

• When departing on a journey or in times of 
danger, as we explained above Tzedaka saves 
from death and the misvah “goes before  
him” and protects him.  

• When blessing hagomel, this restores any 
merits that may have been used up in order to 
protect, save, or redeem one from harm.  

• Before attempting to conceive children 
accompanied by prayer.  

• When a woman enters her ninth month of 
pregnancy, to aid and protect her during 
childbirth.  

• When looking for a lost object, [I did not see a 
reason for this. However, perhaps the reason 
could be based on the rabbinical teaching (zohar 
Bamidbar 219) that one who takes money from 
his fellow man it is as if he has spilled his 
blood. We see that rabbis equate the loss of 
one’s belongings to the loss of his soul (death) 
and Tzedaka saves from death.] 

• When one makes parties, brit milah, bar 
misvah, weddings or any other banquet one 
should give Tzedaka to ward off the claims of 
the satan that one is enjoying himself and 
disregards the needy. 

THE LAWS OF TZEDAKA  (Part 2) 

• Times of sickness. Tzedaka given on behalf of 
one who is ill can help cure him (if it is not truly 
his time), and if he is not cured it is still a great 
merit on his behalf. 

• One who is near death. This benefits one 
greatly in the process of death, as well as in the 
judgment to follow. 

Auspicious Times for Tzedaka  

• Fast days. A person who is fasting must 
imagine the suffering of one who is hungry 
throughout the year and give generously.  

• Lighting Shabbat candles, so that her tefilot 
for her husband and children should be 
accepted. 

• During the ten days of repentance between 
Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur as well as 
Succot and Hoshana Raba to stand by a 
person in his judgment of the upcoming year.  

• Purim. One who gives to all who request 
Tzedaka on this day, Hashem does not turn 
away from any of his requests on that day. 
Therefore if one must choose, it is more 
important to give an abundance of matanat 
l’evyonim rather than more mishloach manot. 

• Pesah. One should invite people who do not 
have where to eat on the  
seder night as well as giving kimcha d’pischa 
Tzedaka for those who need money to make the 
seder and enjoy the holiday. (sefer Meil Eliyahu 
lists fourteen reasons for this.) 

Reviewed by Harav Ezra Zafrani 


