
 Rav Yaakov explains: Separating the Jewish 

people into the varied degalim based on their many 

different unique missions and qualities would natural-

ly cause great rift and dissension among them. Only 

after the Mishkan was set up in the center would they 

able to have so many varied parts without disharmony; 

as the holy Mishkan in the middle would unify them towards 

one common goal. The Mishkan would allow them to 

clearly see that even though they have different avodos 

within Klal Yisrael, they have one common denomina-

tor that will always allow them to remain united: 

Serving Hashem. 

 Rav Yaakov gives the example of the eyes, 

ears, nose, and mouth that all have different functions 

within the same person. No one can say that since they 

are separate they cannot be unified - the person unifies 

all his different parts to make them one. 

 Yedid nafshi Rav Dovid Bender shlita added: 

The camps of Klal Yisrael were set up around the 

Mishkan just like the Shevatim carried the coffin of 

Yaakov Avinu many years prior. And just as the coffin 

of Yaakov unified the brothers in one goal, the Mishkan 

that mirrored that scene continued to serve as that 

nucleus of unity. 

 The Gemara teaches us at the end of Maseches 

Taanis that in the future there will come a time where 

all the righteous will dance in a circle around Haka-

dosh Baruch Hu. A tzaddik explained: They will dance 

in a circle, because in a circle every individual is 

equidistant from the center. Who will be in the middle? 

Hashem Yisborach - for although each one of the 

righteous have different ways of coming close to 

Hashem and serving Him, the common goal shared by 

all of them is one and the same: Hashem. 

 It is this clarity that can allow all of us to let 

our differences fall by the wayside. Why should we get 

stuck on the divisions when we can focus on the one 

commonality that makes us all inherently one people? 

When we start to refocus and internally appreciate this 

vital principle, we can come to Matan Torah in the way 

Hashem wants us to - Like one man with one heart.  

Besiyata DiShmaya. 
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On Erev Shavuos each year, something takes 

place in Cedarhurst, New York. I do not know of 

anything else like it. It is a gathering of unity whose 

attendees come to hear Rav Ephraim Wachsman, 

shlita. It is not just the inspiration of his words 

which enter the heart or his song that moves the 

soul, it is the sight of hundreds of Yidden of all 

stripes, from all walks of life, coming together in 

unity. 

As soon as Rav Wachsman finishes the incredi-

ble song that he has composed especially for the 

evening, the room breaks out into song and dance, 

the likes of which I have never seen. Every back-

ground and every sect of Yidden from all over New 

York and beyond are represented, with everyone 

dancing together arm in arm, in total unison. 
The evening has no agenda. It is not a dinner; it 

is not a shul function; it is not a money-making 

event on any level. It is for one goal and one pur-

pose alone: to come closer to Avinu Shebashamayim, 

and in that goal everyone is united. 

Our Parasha and indeed our sefer opens up with 

the counting of Klal Yisrael. In 5771 I was zocheh to 

hear from Rav Yisroel Belsky zt”l the following yesod 

from his rebbi, Rav Yaakov Kamenetzky zt”l: Klal 

Yisrael were counted in Parashas Ki Sisa, and then 

again in Parashas Bamidbar. In Ki Sisa, however, it was 

done by counting each person separately, while here 

it was done by shevet. Why the difference? Rav 

Yaakov explained: In Ki Sisa the Mishkan had not yet 

been built and the unity that it would bring was not 

yet in existence. This means that if they were to count 

by the shevatim, it might cause a separation within the 

Jewish people. Now that the Mishkan was built, it 

would allow them to have a central point, a central 

goal and purpose that would help to unify all the 

separate components of Klal Yisrael. 

 In Emes L’Yaakov Rav Yaakov writes this idea 

in regard to a different question: Why did Klal Yisrael 

wait until now to set up the camps and the Shevatim 

with all the different degalim? Why didn’t they do it 

immediately at the beginning of their journey in the 

Midbar? 


