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     HILCHOS SHABBOS: BORER     

Continued from previous week… 

1) If one has a pile of two foods or objects in front of them (e.g. a pile of raisins and peanuts) and is only 

interested in one of them (the peanuts), but a friend there with him is interested in the other item (the raisins) it is 

permitted in this instance to remove the item that he is not interested in, as since his friend wants it, it is 

considered “Derech Achila, the normal way of eating”  as for the friend it is Ochel M’Toch P’soles, taking 

the  good from the bad, and not a prohibited act of Borer. (See Shmiras Shabbos K’Hilchasa Perek 3:7 and footnote 

13 quoting Rav Shlomo Zalmen Auerbach Zatzal) 

Of course, it must have the other two conditions for permissible borer: it be separated without utensils and the 

friend must also eat it [or use it] immediately. 

2) If one has two foods or objects in front of them (e.g. a bowl of chicken soup containing vegetables) and is 

currently interested in only one of them (the soup), but will be interested in the second item (the vegetables) as 

soon as the first item has been consumed, according to some Poskim it is still forbidden to remove the second 

item, rather the item that is currently desired must be taken. (Ruling of HaRav Moshe Feinstein Zatzal quoted in 

Sefer Hilchos Shabbos of Rav Shimon Eider Zatzal, Hilchos Borer footnote148.) 

3) Other Poskim, however, rule that in the above case, both items are considered being eaten immediately, and 

thus it would be permitted to remove the second item from the first. (Ruling of Maran HaRav Yosef shalom Elyashiv 

Zatzal quoted in Sefer Ayil Meshulash Perek 6:14. See also Shmiras Shabbos K’Hilchasa Perek 3:65) 

For Halacha L’ma’aseh, of course, each person must consult their own Rav. 

4) As we learnt, the prohibition of Borer applies only when the two (or more) items in question are in a mixture. 

We will now discuss what criteria are necessary to constitute a mixture. 

A serving tray that has on it pieces of two different fish (or even the same species of fish, but some are  cooked 

and some are broiled, which for borer purposes is considered two different types) that are laying haphazardly in 

no organized fashion, is subject to the prohibition of Borer. This is considered a Ta’aruvos, a mixture, even 

though each variety is clearly discernible. 

Thus, one may choose and remove only the fish that they want to eat, for immediate consumption. (See Rama 

Siman 319:3) 

5) A plate that has on it a few different foods, each in its own spot on the plate in an organized fashion, according 

to many Poskim is not considered a Ta’aruvos, a mixture, even if they are touching one another, and thus would 

not be subject to the prohibitions of Borer. For a final ruling, of course, a Rav must be consulted. 

6) After the Shabbos meal, when clearing off the table, it is permissible to remove all the glasses, then all the 

plates, then all the silverware etc. and doing it is such an order is not a problem of Borer as these utensils are not 

considered to be in a mixture.(Ruling of Rav Nisim Karelitz Shlita quoted in Orchos Shabbos page 132 footnote 10) 

7) A plate that has on it leftover food as well as silverware touching the food is not considered a mixture as they 

are totally distinct objects, and the silverware may be removed even if they are not going to be used immediately. 
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The exception to the above is if the silverware is totally covered by the leftover food in which case it will indeed 

be considered a mixture and may not be removed unless it's for immediate use.(Ruling of Rav Nisim Karelitz Shlita 

quoted in Orchos Shabbos page 133 footnote 12) 

If indeed this situation presents itself, it would be permitted to pick up the utensil and use it to move the leftover 

food into the garbage, even if the assistance of the utensil was neither necessary nor originally planned 

upon (ibid. footnote 13) 

Likewise, a utensil that fell into the garbage, and is totally covered may not be removed unless it will immediately 

be rinsed and used. (ibid.) 

8) Various different sized and shaped pots, bottles and other food containers that are organized on a shelf in the 

refrigerator next to one another are not considered "in a mixture" and there is no prohibition to separate them. 

If, however, the containers on the shelf are all of similar shape and size (e.g. a few 2 liter bottles of different 

flavored soft drinks) they may indeed be considered "in a mixture" and they shouldn't be sorted unless it is for 

immediate consumption. 

The above is only if they are on the shelf, but if they are on the refrigerator door in a row, it is not considered "in 

a mixture" and may be separated. (Ruling of Rav Shlomo Zalmen Auerbach Zatzal in Sefer Me'Or Hashabbos Vol. 1 

letter 8) 

9) If the items in the refrigerator are not organized and are all laying haphazardly on top of each other (e.g. 

different fruits in the refrigerator drawer or various different cheeses in the dairy drawer) they are indeed "in a 

mixture" and thus may only be removed in the permissible manner. 

 

…To be continued next week B’Ezras Hashem 
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