
who is about to begin the new world of his home, 
looks into the Torah - to make it the blueprint for his 
building as well. To help him appreciate that the 
world he will, Be’ezras Hashem, create with his kallah 
will be a world that is all about the fulfillment of 
Torah. 

There is another minhag of Klal Yisrael: After 
every reading of the Torah someone comes to do 
hagbaha, to lift the Torah up, in order for everyone 
present to be able to see it. The Ramban actually sees 
a hint to this minhag in a pasuk that is found in our 
Parasha: One of the curses mentioned is the follow-
ing: 

Accursed 
is one who will not uphold the words of this Torah, to 
perform them. (Devarim 27:26)

The Yerushalmi in Maseches Sotah (7:14) writes 
these words on this pasuk: “Does a Sefer Torah fall? 
This is the chazan.” The Ramban explains: The pasuk 
seems to imply that it is referring to one who sees a 
Sefer Torah falling and does not lift it up (that he, 
chas v’shalom, will be cursed). The Gemara questions 
that and answers that it is referring to the chazan. 

On this the Ramban explains: This is actually re-
ferring to the minhag in Klal Yisrael of lifting up the 
Torah for all to see. If a person does not allow the 
tzibbur to see the Torah, the Torah says that a curse 
comes upon him, Hashem Yeracheim. 

But what is the meaning behind this great min-
hag of lifting the Torah for all to see and saying those 
words of “Vizos HaTorah”? Perhaps the idea can be 
found in the actual words of this pasuk, which ends 
with the words . Maybe the reason why 
we raise up the Torah for all to see, is to remind each 
of the mispalelim that everything you do today and 
tonight - until the next time you see the Torah’s 
words - should be done according to its holy man-
date. Everyone must ‘see’ the Torah’s words and be 
reminded of its eternal guidance, to perform them. 

May Hashem help us to internalize this message 
forever. 

Besiyata diShmaya. 
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Enlighten Our Eyes with Your Torah 

                                                                                                                                                  
                                                                                                                                                                                              




This Monday, 20 Elul, will mark thirty days since 
the petirah of my beloved rebbi, Rav Aaron Brafman zt”l 
- a leader in the Yeshiva of Far Rockaway, a leader in 
Klal Yisrael. The loss and the void are enormous, but his 
impact is beyond words. Who could have foretold just 
how great the ripple effects would be after his petirah? 
Surely he, in his inimitable humility, would never have 
believed it. 

Literally every day I hear another story or think of 
another conversation we had over the last twenty-seven 
years, and what he taught me. And literally daily I think 
about how irreplaceable a person he was and how no one 
could ever fill his shoes. 

As I tried to express in my recently published arti-
cle, the personal hakoras hatov I have to him is over-
whelming, as he opened my eyes, at a most crucial age, 
to the truth and reality of life. For that I am forever 
grateful. 

In a sense what he did for me was a fulfillment of 
the words we say each and every morning in davening: 

 The simple meaning of these words is: 
“Enlighten our eyes in your Torah.” There is another 
explanation of these words as well: “Enlighten our eyes 
with your Torah.” 

My rebbi did not just open my eyes in the Torah; he 
opened my eyes to see the world with the Torah - to see 
all of life through the perspective of Torah and that 
which the Torah wants from us. He did this for me, and 
for hundreds of other talmidim as well. How could we 
possibly ever thank him? He was a loyal messenger of 
Hakadosh Baruch Hu. Yehi zichro baruch liolam. 

The minhag of Klal Yisrael at an aufruf is for the 
chosson to be called up for an aliyah to the Torah. 
One of the explanations given for this custom is: 
The Zohar teaches us - 
Hashem looked into the Torah and created the 
world. This means that the Torah is the blueprint of 
Creation. This means that, Kaviyachol, Hashem 
looked into the Torah before creating the world. He 
created the world by fashioning it according to the 
fulfillment of Torah. 

Considering this, some explain that a chosson, 


