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A Jew under the burden of a serious 

problem came to the Baal Shem Tov, 

seeking relief and aid. He burst into tears 

and begged the Baal Shem Tov to help him 

through his mighty prayers.  Was it a matter 

of health? Offspring? Money? We don't 

know. 

 

What everyone does know is the 

extraordinary love and dedication the Baal 

Shem Tov maintained for every single Jew. 

He felt so bad for this suffering individual 

and was ready to do everything in his 

power to relieve his plight, but with his 

spiritual vision he could already see that 

there was nothing he personally could do to 

help him. 

 

The Baal Shem Tov went over to his book 

shelf and pulled out a volume of Talmud. It 

was the tractate called Babba Basra. He 

leafed through it and his eye caught a 

passage at the bottom of page 15b, " 

'Everyone who received a coin from Iyov 

(Job), became blessed'-because Iyov was 

successful in tz'dakah, in his charity-

giving." 

 

He realized that if he was drawn to this 

particular passage, it was no coincidence. 

Rather, it was divine intervention. 

Somehow this was the key by which this 

Jew in dire need could be saved.   

 

He pondered deeply. What was the message 

here? Finally, he thought he truly realized 

Heaven's intention. He recalled:   

 

In the town of Brody lived a Jew named 

Shabsai Meir, a man who knew how to 

study Torah and donated generously to 

worthy causes. In the merit of his always 

giving altruistically and with a good heart, 

G-d had blessed him with great wealth. He, 

in turn, prayed to The Holy One for 

"success in tz'dakah." This too was granted 

him. None of the tz'dakah he distributed 

went to undeserving hands [the first 

interpretation in that same tractate, folio 

9b], and anyone who received any sort of 

contribution from him had good things 

happen to them. Indeed, his requests of G-d 

were always fulfilled. Not that he ever 

asked for anything for himself. He didn't 

alter his personal lifestyle at all, and his 

house was still the same as it was. 

 

 
Really, the only recognizable change was 

the increasingly large sums he utilized for 

tz'dakah. Even here, significant amounts  

were given anonymously, with neither the 

recipients nor anyone else knowing the 

source of the gifts.   

 

On occasion, this wealthy man would give 

away more than even he could afford. At 

such times he would pray that he merit 

increased success and increased tz'dakah. To 

these prayers G-d would always respond, 

and so Shabsai Meir became even richer. 

Also, the Heavenly Court ruled that he was 

worthy for G-d to fulfill his request to 

always be successful in tz'dakah. 

 

When the Baal Shem Tov thought upon this 

special individual, he immediately 

understood why Heaven had put it into his 

mind to take out a volume of Talmud, and 

why he had been guided to that particular 

tractate and passage. It was all so he would 

recall to mind Shabsai Meir of Brody! The 

Baal Shem Tov was well-aware of the 

Heavenly Court's decree concerning R. 

Shabsai Meir and his 'success in tz'dakah.' 

Perhaps he could be an instrument of 

salvation for the unfortunate Jew who was 

so desperately seeking help. 

 

The Baal Shem Tov turned back to the man 

in front of him, who by now was becoming 

somewhat uncomfortable at the Baal Shem 

Tov's prolonged silence. The Baal Shem 

Tov told him to travel to Brody, and there to 

look up a man called Shabsai Meir. "This 

Shabsai Meir," the Baal Shem Tov 

explained, "has a great reputation for 

hospitality, and surely will invite you for 

Shabbos. You should accept, and after 

Shabbos, when the time comes for you to 

depart from Brody, thank him appropriately 

for his hospitality and then ask him to give 

you a blessing for Heavenly salvation in the merit 

of his great accomplishments in tz'dakah." 

 

The Jew went to Brody, of course, and spent 

Shabbos as one of the many guests of Shabsai 

Meir. He was deeply impressed by his host, who 

served each of his guests generously from the best 

that he had. On Sunday, when he went to take 

leave of his host, he requested his blessing in the 

way the Baal Shem Tov had instructed.  

 

R. Shabsai Meir blessed him fervently with all his 

heart. 

 

It worked.  Even though the Baal Shem Tov 

himself with all his powers couldn't help this Jew 

directly, R. Shabsai Meir was able to save him 

through the merit of his many deeds of kindness. 

 

[Translated-adapted by Yrachmiel Tilles from 

Ahavat Yisrael #10 (based on a letter from the 

sixth Lubavitcher Rebbe, R. Yosef Yitzchak 

Schneersohn)- first published in Kfar Chabad 

Magazine - English).] 

 

Biographical Note: 

 

Rabbi Yisrael, the Baal Shem Tov ["master of the 

good Name"], a unique and seminal figure in 

Jewish history, revealed the Chassidic movement 

and his own identity as an exceptionally holy 

person, on his 36th birthday, 18 Elul 1734. He 

passed away on the festival of Shavuot in 1760. 

He wrote no books, although many claim to 

contain his teachings. One available in English is 

the excellent annotated translation ofTzava'at 

Harivash, published by Kehos. 

 

Yerachmiel Tilles.  is the director of the 

AscentOfSafed.com and KabbalaOnline.org 

websites. His mailing list of 900+ weekly stories 

(editor@ascentofsafed.com) is now in its 19th 

year. “Saturday Night, Full Moon,” the first of a 

3-volume series of his best stories, is now 

available in Tzefat at Ascent and KabbalaOnline-

shop.com, from the publishers in Jerusalem, 

Menorah-Books.com, and in Jewish bookstores 

world-wide.) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Get Ready for Purim 

Shabbat  T imes –  P ikudei  

 Candlelighting Motze Shabbat 

Jerusalem 5:09 6:21 

Tel Aviv 5:27 6:23 

Haifa 5:18 6:22 

Beer Sheva 5:26 6:23 

 

  

 



"mashkon" (pawn); hence, the 
repetition of the word "Tabernacle." 
According to Jewish law, the guardian 
of a pledge is obligated to return it to 
its owner in perfect condition when the 
proper time comes. The Third Holy 
Temple will therefore possess all of the 
same qualities and characteristics as the 
previous Temples that were held as a 
pledge until Moshiach's coming.  

(The Lubavitcher Rebbe)  

These are the accounts… (Ex. 38:21) 
 
The numerical equivalent of the 
Hebrew word for "these" is 36, alluding 
to the 36 righteous people who exist in 
every generation. These holy people are 
likened to a sanctuary, and are also 
"taken" by G-d as a pledge, for they 
suffer on account of the sins of the 
generation.  

(Pardes Yosef) 

Rashi explains: "They would spin the 
gold together with the threads… 
making the threads intertwined with 
every kind of material on the 

As stones of memorial to the Childrenof 
Israel (Ex. 39:7) 
  
When Joseph was in Egypt and was 
tempted by Potifar's wife, the image 
of his father Jacob appeared to him, 
saying, "The names of all your 
brothers will one day be inscribed on 
the stones of the High Priest's 
breastplate. Do you want your name 
to be missing if, G-d forbid, you 
commit this sin?" The 12 stones of 
the breastplate serve as a memorial 
for all of Israel. When a person 
reminds himself that all Jews were 
represented on it, he too will be too 
embarrassed to transgress. 

 (Meshech Chochma) 

These are the accounts of the Tabernacle 
(mishkan); the Tabernacle of the testimony 
(Ex. 38:21) 
 
Our Sages said that although the 
First and Second Temples were 
destroyed, they were never totally 
taken from the Jewish people but are 
only being held for a future date as a 

h o m e @ C h a b a d C a r d o . o r g  

This week's Torah portion is Pekudei, 
the last Torah portion of the Book of 
Exodus, which immediately precedes 
Vayikra, the first Torah portion of the 
Book of Leviticus. 
 
Accordingly, an intrinsic connection 
exists between the two:  At the end of 
Pekudei we are told that a cloud 
descended upon the Sanctuary. The 
purpose of a cloud is to conceal; the 
cloud prevented Moses from entering 
the Sanctuary. 

The theme of Vayikra, by contrast, is 
revelation. "G-d called to Moses" - to 
reveal Himself to him.  Thus, the 
revelation of Vayikra follows the 
concealment of Pekudei. And a 
revelation which comes after a 
concealment is much more obvious 
than one which occurs without a prior 
concealment. 

In the service of man, the revelation 
that follows a period of concealment is 
teshuva (repentance; literally "return"). 
Before the person did teshuva he was 
estranged from G-d, distanced from 
His Torah and mitzvot 
(commandments), i.e., in a state of 

concealment. His act of teshuva, his 
return to G-d, constitutes the 
revelation. 

Indeed, we find that Jews who repent 
of past misdeeds (baalei teshuva) merit 
a higher revelation of G-dliness than 
those who were always righteous! For 
the revelation which follows a 
concealment is a more exalted one. 

When a person does teshuva, his 
"deliberate sins are considered as 
merits." As our Sages declare: "In the 
place where penitent stand, even the 
completely righteous cannot." The 
righteous person is successful in 
completely banishing evil. But a baal 
teshuva, someone who returns to G-d 
with all his heart, transforms the evil he 
has done into good - so much so that 

think that our spiritual state is so lowly 
that no hope exists. On the contrary: It 
is precisely after a period of 
concealment that the highest revelation 
of G-dliness is possible! 

Past generations of Jews were on a 
much higher spiritual level than our 
own, but they were further removed 
from the Redemption. Our generation, 
however, is the generation of 
Moshiach's coming. Because the 
greatest revelation of the Redemption 
follows the lowest descent, we must 
take heart and strengthen ourselves in 
advance of the light about to break 
forth. In this manner we will soon merit 
the true and complete Redemption - the 
revelation that follows the concealment 
- when "the night will illuminate as the 
day."                                              
Adapted for Maayan Chai from Likutei Sichot of 
the Lubavitcher Rebbe, vol. 1; Shabbos Table and 
From our Sages reprinted from 
www.LchaimWeekly.org -  LYO / NYC) 

THE NIGHT WILL ILLUMINATE AS THE DAY 
 

even his deliberate sins are 
considered as merits! By doing 
teshuva, he turns darkness into 
light. This is the revelation that 
follows the concealment. 

What can we learn from this? 
That regardless of our present 
spiritual condition we must 
never despair! We must never 

 

THE POWER OF PURIM 
 

The tzaddik, the Chiddushei Harim of Ger, 
emphasized the great potential of Purim with a story: 
There was once a Yid who set out on a journey, 
intending to commit a grievous sin, and took along five 
hundred gold rubles, which he had amassed over quite 
some time. While traveling, he suddenly heard the 
heartfelt crying of a family in trouble. They were being 
evicted for not paying their rent. His pity aroused, the 
Yid gave them all the money he had with him, which he 
had intended to use for the aveira. A great tumult took 
place in Shamayim, and a verdict was made. Whatever 
this man would decree, would materialize. However, to 
ensure the privilege not be misused, it was decreed that 
the man become a drunkard. Sometime later, a terrible 
tzarah came upon the world. The Baal Shem Tov sent 
his talmidim to beg this drunk Yid to intercede and ask 
Hashem for mercy. Arriving at his place, they found 
him drunk, and had to try a number of times until they 
managed to catch him sober. They presented their 
request and he successfully abolished the decree. The 
Chiddushei Harim would conclude: Purim is a day of 
Eis Ratzon, when every Yid can accomplish without 
limitations. The merrymaking should not interfere with 
one’s accomplishments. 

 

breastplate and ephod." From this we learn that 
people whom G-d has blessed with wealth must 
not consider themselves superior to others. 
Rather, they should act humbly and mingle with 
those people who have not been similarly 
blessed. 

 (Siftei Tzadik) 

 

     



h o m e @ C h a b a d C a r d o . o r g  
What's Unique about Simcha? 

We are reminded every morning to serve HaShem happily: Ivdu es 

HaShem besimcha! The Rambam writes: "The simcha that a Yid should 

experience when he fulfills mitzvos, and when he loves HaShem Who 

commanded us to observe them, is a great level of avoda… There is no 

greatness or honor other than celebrating before HaShem.” 

 The Rebbe adds that since a Yid is constantly serving HaShem in 

whatever he does, it follows that he should always be joyful. (Rambam 

Hilchot Lulav, chp. 8; Simcha and Bitachon in Hashem, pg. 20) 

Abolishing Sadness 

Chazal warn us that the Shechina does not rest on those who are sad, 

downhearted, or lightheaded. It only rests where the simcha of a mitzva 

is present.  Thus we see that when Elisha HaNavi became angry at 

Yehoram Melech Yisroel for his wicked ways, the spirit of nevua left 

him – and returned only after music was played before him. (Shabbat, 

30B; Malachim 1, chp. 3) 

The Alter Rebbe writes in Tanya that the only way to defeat the Yetzer 

HaRa is through zerizus (alacrity). And zerizus springs from simcha; it 

is not weighted down by worries or sadness. If a wrestler is 

downhearted and dejected, lazy and sluggish, then even if he is 

physically stronger his opponent will easily overcome him. The Rebbe 

writes in a letter that one of the Yetzer HaRa's favorite and most 

effective tactics is to make a person sad and downhearted. He looks for 

an opportune time, such as when that person is weary, for then it is easy 

to draw him into that heavy frame of mind.  (Tanya, chp. 26, Igeret 

HaKodesh, vol. 20, pg. 127)  

The Baal Shem Tov taught: "Worry and sadness are the source of all 

kelipos. One cannot serve HaShem properly without simcha. The 

Yetzer HaRa tries to persuade a person to be sad for having failed to 

fulfill a certain chumra, telling him that he has committed a serious 

aveira. That Yid must give him a straight answer: 'This is just a 

trick of yours to disturb my service of HaShem! For even if I have 

truly committed an aveira, it is now more important to HaShem that 

I serve him with simcha.’” (Toldot Yaakov Yosef, parshat 

Mishpatim, Tziva’at HaRivash, letter 44) 

In response to one chossid's complaint of machshavos zaros 

(foreign thoughts), the Tzemach Tzedek advised him to rejoice in 

his avodas HaShem. Since a person's soul inevitably seeks 

enjoyment, if it does not find that joy in avodas HaShem, it will 

seek it elsewhere. Although one must always grow, he must 

nevertheless rejoice with his current state, and specifically through 

this joy he will reach greater heights.  (Igrot Kodesh Alter Rebbe – 

Tzemach Tzedek, vol. 1, pg. 374) 

The Way Out 

Regarding a worry in a person's heart, it is written in Mishlei,  דאגה

 The last word, yashchena, literally means "he  . בלב איש ישחנה

should suppress it." However, Rav Ami interprets it to mean that 

one should remove it from his mind (יסיחנה) and Rav Assi interprets 

it to mean that one should share it with a friend (ישיחנה). 

(Sanhedrin, 100B) 

A chossid once told the Tzemach Tzedek of the sadness he felt, and 

the Rebbe told him, "This is truly shocking, for when one says 

shelo asani goy in the morning and recalls that he is a Yid this 

alone should give him enough simcha to last all day long.” (Migdal 

Oz – Maasei Avotay, letter 136) 

So, too, a Yid once entered the room of Reb Levi Yitzchak of 

Berditchev and saw him dancing happily whilst saying Birchos 

HaShachar.  “Why all the simcha?" he asked" Reb Levi Yitzchak 

answered, "When I came to the bracha of shelo asani goy, I thought 

about the great zechus of being a Yid. After all, things could have 

   BEING JOYFUL 

The Half-Shekalim 
 

Although we are in exile at 

present, we can still 

perform a service 

representative of the 

giving of the half-shekalim 

coins by giving to charity. 

Indeed, it is customary to 

give three half-shekalim to 

charity before Purim. It is 

fitting that children be 

trained in this mitzva. And 

these gifts will hasten the 

coming of the time when, 

as mentioned at the 

beginning of Parshat 

Shekalim, "the heads of 

the Jewish people will be 

uplifted." ...May this take 

place in the immediate 

future... And most 

importantly, the present 

time is particularly 

appropriate, indeed, the 

most appropriate time that 

could be, for the coming 

of the Redemption. 

(The Lubavitcher Rebbe, 

eve of 24 Adar I, 5752) 

 
reprinted from 

www.LchaimWeekly.org – 

LYO / NYC) 

 

 

been otherwise…” (Torat Menachem, vol. 8, pg. 172) 

A chossid once wrote to the Tzemach Tzedek that he had difficulty 

feeling simcha. The Rebbe responded, "The thought, speech and 

action of a person have the greatest influence on his behavior. 

Therefore, one must make sure to only think thoughts that evoke 

happiness, to refrain from speaking about negative and dispiriting 

things, and behave in a joyful manner, even if he is currently not 

feeling so.”  (Igeret HaKodesh Admor HaTzemach Tzedek, page 

323) 

The Rebbe gave many reasons as to why one should have simcha: 

HaShem created him; He made him a Yid; He is always with him; 

He has given him so many things (as we say in Birchos HaShachar); 

and He has enabled us to connect with Him. Besides, we are heading 

towards Moshiach. To one person complaining about sadness, the 

Rebbe wrote that one should be so busy doing what needs to be 

accomplished, that there should be no time to think about sadness.  

(Igrot Kodesh, vol. 14, pg. 503)   

Chazal say, Mishenichnas Adar, marbim besimcha (When Adar 

enters, increase in happiness).   The Rebbe explains that this simcha 

begins with learning Torah, which 'gladdens the heart', and blossoms 

into action through the performance of mitzvos. This leads one to 

experience actual simcha.  (Sefer HaSichot, 5752, vol. 2, pg. 391) 

(reprinted from Lma’an Yishme’u) 

One Step Translations 

  



One of the many things that the Rebbe 

taught was how to use new technology for 

a divine purpose. This has been a trend in 

Chabad since Rabbi Yosef Wineberg gave 

Tanya classes on the Yiddish broadcasting 

channel WEVD. Not only did Rabbi 

Wineberg receive the Rebbe’s blessing for 

this endeavour, the Rebbe even donated 

money to cover costs, and personally 

reviewed manuscripts for the show. In 

recent times, every motzei Shabbos, 

communities around the globe watch a 

broadcast of Living Torah, at their local 

Chabad House. 

 As the Rebbe says in a sicha “Our sages 

have said: ‘All that G-d created was 

created for His honor.” This applies also to 

all the scientific discoveries of recent 

years--their purpose is to add honor to G-d 

by using them for holiness, Torah and 

mitzvot…’” (translated from one of the 

Rebbe talks from Winter 1966)  

One example of this phenomena, is the 

area of smartphone technology, where 

users can download various apps.  The 

question is, ‘how do practical mitzvot and 

modern smart phone technology go ‘hand-

in-hand’?’  The answer is due to an app’s 

Living with the Times practical nature, it can be applied in the 

realm of Torah and Mitzvot. For 

example, there are apps like The Tefillin 

Guide and Mezuzah Guide that provide 

practical directives how to perform 

everyday commandments like putting on 

tefillin, and placing a mezuzah on your 

door (these apps can be downloaded for 

free). 

The tefillin guide includes a tefillin 

tutorial, giving a brief introduction into 

the mitzvah, and clear instructions how 

to perform it correctly. The tefillin guide 

also has the required blessings 

transliterated into seven languages; great 

for non-Hebrew readers. A totally 

unique feature shows the user the correct 

placement of the head tefillin, using in-

built gridlines on the camera of the 

smartphone. 

The mezuzah guide endorsed by Vaad 

Missmeres Stam (located in New York), 

is almost identical in format to the 

tefillin guide, but there are still a few 

unique features. One of these uses the 

smartphone camera, with gridlines 

especially built into this app in order so 

a mezuzah can be placed correctly on the 

door. A photograph can be taken of the 

mezuzah, and sent to an expert online 

who will verify the mezuzahs correct 

placement. 

 Two of the Rebbe’s prominent 

campaigns are the tefillin campaign 

started in the 1960’s, and the mezuzah 

campaign that started in the early 

1970’s. Since then the lives of many 

have been changed for the better.  New 

innovations like the tefillin and mezuzah 

guides have the potential to change the 

lives of even more.  By Baruch Gordon, 

freelance journalist, 

jongordon770@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 
Raizel Tzucker from Beitar always has a 

great idea for something special. Make 

your favorite challah dough, shape into 

knots and oil them. Bake, and while they 

are baking, chop up parsley, mince garlic, 

add salt and oil. When baked toss the 

knots in the mixture and even people 

who do not like to wash will.  Alizah 

Hochstead, alizahh@hotmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

“Coaching & Counseling” 
(We anticipate the regular Dr. Yosef will be back next week.) 
Question:  Hi Mr. Schmidt, I am writing in response to 

your recent column in Living Jewish.  I believe that the 

advice you offered the depressed mother of 7 was off and 

negligent. This woman may be suffering a severe case of 

depression possibly ppd or could even be a symptom of other 

psychiatric disorders. I believe that you should have told her 

to go to a medical professional for help and not to just try 

harder. I feel like you are mitigating the fact that depression is 

a real and serious condition and would appreciate that you 

write something about this in the column so people don't get 

the wrong idea. With much thanks.  Signed, Concerned nurse 
 

 Answer:  Dear Concerned Nurse.  Thank you very much 

for your thoughtful and caring response.  I think your advice 

is very good and I agree that it would be good for this mother 

to consult a medical professional for an assessment and 

guidance. 

 

In addition, your letter can also enable to us to delve a bit 

deeper into the therapeutic process.  You are right when you 

say that it is not helpful to tell someone to just try harder.  In 

many cases people suffering from emotional disorders do not 

have the tools to begin the healing process.  However, 

through the help of a therapist they can obtain the tools that 

can help them to make the necessary changes.  For PPD 

(postpartum depression), depression, anxiety, or other issues 

there are a variety of psychotherapeutic techniques that can 

be employed.  However, the common-denominator is that the 

tools employed to affect our emotions are thought, speech and 

action.   A good therapist can help an individual to learn how 

to process events, think, and act in ways that will enable them 

to live healthy and fulfilling lives.  For example, the mother 

referred to herself as a “loser”.  This is a very significant and 

telling statement.  It provides a window into her thinking and 

way she relates to herself and, perhaps, others in her life.  

When we label ourselves with such terminology, we increase 

our negative feelings.  A person is not a loser.  We are 

composed of things we do well and things we can do better.  

However, negative thoughts, such as labeling, only increase 

the depression or other unpleasant feelings.  Medication does 

help some people suffering from depression.  However, as I 

am sure you are aware, medication for depression does not 

work with everyone.  And, when it does work, it is generally 

more successful when combined with psychotherapy.   

 

I agree with you that depression is a real and serious 

condition.  It can de debilitating and cause a tremendous 

upheaval in the life of the person and those they are close to.  

It is also important to note that when a person is depressed 

their thoughts are usually somewhat irrational.  For instance, 

a person might see one negative event as a constant 

occurrence, i.e. “my boss is always yelling at me” - even 

though he only yelled at the person once in the last three 

months.  Or, “I always screw up”, even though the person 

does not “always” screw up.  By replacing the irrational 

thoughts with positive and rational thoughts the person’s 

depressive cloud can begin to subside.  Through the correct 

therapeutic process, a person can achieve very positive 

change.  As we learn in Chassidus, a little bit of light can 

banish a lot of darkness.  As I mentioned, in the letter you 

referred to, a person who was having a hard time being happy 

once asked the Tzemach Tzedek (the third Rebbe of 

Chabad) how to be happy.  The Tzemach Tzedek said, 

“Thought, speech and action are within one’s control. A 

person must guard his thoughts and think only thoughts 

that bring joy; he should be cautious not to speak about 

sad or depressing matters; and he should behave as if he 

were very joyous, even if he doesn’t feel especially happy.  

In the end, he will ultimately be joyous.”  Thought, speech 

and action are the tools we have to affect our emotions.                         

Aharon Schmidt, Marriage and Individual Coaching and 

Counseling – coachingandcounseling1@gmail.com, 052-

524-6528 

 
 

 

Halacha Corner –  The Megilla:  In some of the larger 

shuls where there is a large attendance, a microphone is used for the Megillah 

reading. Is this acceptable? According to the majority of Poskim, this is not 

acceptable and one should avoid listening to the Megillah reading from a 

microphone.  ● It is proper for everyone, not only the reader, to stand when the 

brochos on the Megillah are recited. ● Although one should have a "kosher" 

Megillah (i.e., handwritten on parchment) so that if he misses a word or two he 

will be able to read it from the megillah, if bedi'eved (after the fact) one was 

paying attention from a printed text and missed a few words or a pasuk and read it 

from the printed text, he has still fulfilled the mitzvah. (Piskei Teshuvos 689:7) 

The Megillah at night may be read all night long, but not before Tzeis 

Hakochavim, however one should make every effort to fulfill the mitzvah as close 

to Tzeis as possible. The Megillah may be read during the day until sundown. ● 

When the reader says the Brochos, everyone who wants to fulfill the mitzvah 

should pay close attention to the Brochos, not answer Baruch Hu uVaruch Shemo, 

but answer Amen and have in mind to want to fulfill the mitzvah. If one by 

mistake did say Baruch Hu… it is acceptable and there is no need to repeat the 

Brocho. ● If one arrives a bit late and the reader is already saying the Brochos, he 

should say the Brochos himself and make sure to finish it before the reading 

begins. ● Minhag Chabad is that the listeners also unroll the Megillah and fold it 

into three, folio upon folio. (by Eliezer Wenger, OBM, from www.shmais.com)  
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