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RAV BRAZIL PARSHAS BECHUKOSAI תשע"ו 

NOT TO WEAKEN 

In the parsha we find the din of Temura, exchange. When an individual donates a korban and 

then wants to switch it with another animal he is penalized by the Torah in that both of them 

become sacrifices. The Rambam (Hilchos Temurah 4) explains that the Torah examined the 

thought process of one who makes a Temurah and the scheming of his yetzer harah. Even 

though he donated a sacrifice Wholeheartedly to the Bais Hamikdash, it is very possible that he 

now regrets his deed. Well aware that he cannot redeem his korban he would like  to switch it 

with a cheaper quality korban and delude himself by saying that they are of equal value. 

Therefore the Torah forbade any type of Temurah even with a nicer korban for if allowed to do 

so, his yeter harah will eventually persuade him to transfer the kedusha of a higher quality 

animal to  a lower one as well. 

The Torah demonstrated with this mitzvah that when an individual gets inspired to come closer 

to Hashem, it desires to ensure that the person should bring his inspiration to fruition. Our first 

din was an example of where he already actualized his desire for kedusha by bringing a korban 

and the Torah boxes him in with a penalty in order to assure that he will not weaken his resolve 

to bring instead an inferior korban. The second example of Nazir goes a step further by relating 

the Chachamim’s boxing in of an individual in order to actualize a potential Nazir brought about  

by his own vow that contradicts the very din of Nezirus.   

 The Mishna in Nazir 2,4) states that if one declares I accept upon myself to become a Nazir on 

the condition that I will be permitted to drink wine and be defiled by dead people,  he is 

considered a full fledged Nazir and is prohibited with the above. But how is this understandable 

when this individual in the very declaration of Nezirus nullified his vow by making a condition 

retracting his Nezirus? The answer is our Chachamim examined his thought process and came 

upon the conclusion that the paradoxical vow really means one thing: he truly wants to become 

a Nazir but fears he will not be able to succeed in this endeavor of kedusha. This is the reason 

why he makes conditions. Our Chachamim came to aid him in his holy decision by making his 

declaration valid for they were sure that when he experiences the days of Nezirus he will be so 

elevated that he would not want to retract on his vow. This is the fulfillment of Shlomo 

Hamelech’s words (Shir Hashirim 2,3)  אחזתיו ולא ארפנו I will grab hold of the Shechina and I will 

not weaken my grasp.  

The Nazir is required to bring a sin offering after he finishes his Nezirus. The Ramban explains 

that the reason is because after experiencing the discipline and holiness of Nezirus one should 

never let go of such a lifestyle which heightens one’s deveikus to Hashem.  אחזתיו ולא ארפנו  

In Rav Shlomo Alkabatz’s sefer Ayeles Ahaivim he writes that if a Talmid Chacham leaves his 

Torah learning to open a business and he is not matzliach, it is a sign from shamayim that 
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Hashem loves his Torah and Hashem is directing him to return to his Torah learning.  אחזתיו ולא

  ארפנו

It is not an easy task to hold on to lofty ideals and make sure one will not weaken his grasp from 

them. The gemarah in Menachos 109b says of Shaul Hamelech, that he declared in the 

beginning, anyone who would push or advise him to take a public position he would place him 

before a lion to be devoured. Shaul hated kovod with a passion. Yet when he became king he 

acted in the extreme opposite fashion that he would hate anyone who would cause the loss of 

his kovod such as Dovid who ran away from him for fear of his life. Man because of his power of 

bechirah is unpredictable from one day to the other, and even from one hour to another.  After 

Adam ate from the Aitz Hadaas Hashem said to him “Ayekah” where are you? The Medrash 

explains that Hashem told him that up until now you followed My wisdom but since you ate 

from the forbidden fruit you now follow the wisdom of the Nachash. Noach was an  איש צדיק

  .ויחל נח איש האדמה and then suddenly he became תמים

These are the sources for the Yiddish saying depicting man as unpredictable, one day a malach 

and the next a galach (priest). 

Hashem is describes as  אני ה' לא שניתי (Malachi 3,6) He does not change היה הוה יהיה. The 

more a person remains in kedusha without weakening and faltering, the more he follows 

through with his inspirations, the more he emulates Hashem. 

We end this sefer Vayikrah with the Tzibbur declaration of חזק חזק ונתחזק. How do we seek to 

strengthen ourselves? This is alluded to in the letters of  חזק. The passuk says after the Mabbul, 

(Bereishis 8,22) כל ימי הארץ זרע וקציר קר וחום קיץ וחרף יום ולילה לא ישבותו   . all the days of the 

earth seedtime and harvest cold and heat summer and winter and day and night shall not cease. 

These are the six seasons consisting of two months each that cause change in the world  and can 

effect one’s physical and spiritual well being. Spiritual steadfastness without weakening and 

change stems from the capability of one who can undergo all seasons and not be weakened by 

the influential  forces of his yetzer harah. That is why the six changes of nature are hinted in the 

word קיץ  חום חרף זרע קציר קר  – חזק. When we declare  חזק חזק ונתחזק it is our tefillah to 

Hashem to strengthen us to withstand the forces of nature and our yetzer harah to be steadfast 

in our resolve to upgrade in ruchniyus and to actualize our inspirations to come closer to 

Hashem. 

Gut Shabbos Rav Brazil  


