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CLOAK OF SECRECY 
 

ארור האיש אשר יעשה פסל ומסכה תועבת “ 27:15

ד' מעשה ידי חרש ושם בסתר, וענו כל העם ואמרו 

 ”אמן

“Accursed is the man who will make a graven or molten image, 

an abomination of Hashem, a craftsman’s handiwork, and 

emplace it in secret.  And the entire people shall speak up and 

say, Amen.”  This Parsha has the Tochacha, when Klal Yisroel are 

told what will Chas V’sholom happen if they do not adhere to the 

Mitzvos of the Torah.  The Torah tells us here about people who 

are “cursed.”  It does not say that anyone who does not follow 

the dictates of the Torah will be cursed, rather there are specific 

cases of those who will be cursed.  What is the significance of 

these specific people that they will be cursed?   

 All of these sins for which the Torah states that there is 

a curse, are sins which generally escape people’s attention, and 

they cannot monitor them.  For this reason they are placed here 

under the rule of Hashem’s dispensation of blessing and curse.  

In Posuk 15, and 24, the beginning and end of the curses, the 

Torah says that they are sins which are performed, “בסתר” – 

“hidden.”  This is to tell us that the entire list has this 

characteristic of being hidden sins.  These are sins which remain 

secret, and it is the secrecy of these sins which deem them to be 

worthy of a curse.  “ארור” is pronounced here upon all those 

who practice moral and social depravity beneath the cloak of 

outward respectability. (R’ Shamshon Refoel Hirsh)   

 Cursed is the man who makes a graven or molten 

image.  One who is arrogant is as if he served Avodah Zara.  The 

Malbim explains that there are times that one makes it appear 

that he is a humble person, and acts in that manner when he is 

around others.  Though, in the depths of his heart, and the 

privacy of his own home, he is truly arrogant.  This person will be 

lauded in public for his humility, but Hakodosh Boruch Hu knows 

the truth and he will be cursed.   

 The people answered Amein.  It says in the Yerushalmi 

in Bikkurim that anytime the Torah uses the Loshon of “עניה” – it 

means responding to, or answering another person.  If so, who 

were the Leviyim responding to when the Posuk says, “ וענו

 The Gemara in the seventh Perek of Sotah tells us that  ?”הלוים

before every Klalah, curse, there was a Brocha corresponding to 

the curse.  Klal Yisroel answered Amein after the Brocha.  

Brochos 47 says that it is imperative for one to hear an Amein on 

his Brocha before proceeding.  Rashi explains over there that the 

Amein is part and parcel of the Brocha, and it is a Mitzvah for the 

one who makes the Brocha to hear the Amein.  Therefore, it was 

a Mitzvah for the Leviyim to hear the Amein said by Klal Yisroel 

on the Brochos, which preceded the Klolos.  When the Posuk 

says, “וענו הלוים” – they were answering – meaning they were 

waiting for the Amein of Klal Yisroel on the Brocha, and then 

they were able to proceed with saying the Klolos.   After the 

Leviyim said the Klolos, Klal Yisroel answered Amein on that as 

well.  (Netziv) 

 Rav Shlomo Kluger explains that when the Posuk says 

that this was to be said “בקול רם” it is a proof to what the Bach 

says in Yoreh Dei’ah 211 that one who speaks very quietly, that it 

cannot be heard to one’s own ears, they are called “ דברים

  .words of the heart” and they are not called words“ – ”שבלב

When Klal Yisroel said, “אמן” – it meant that they were accepting 

upon themselves what was said.  

 What is one to think about when he says, “אמן.”  The 

Zohar Hakodosh says that one should have in mind the Names of 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu: ה-ו-ה-י  and י-נ-ד-א , which together equal 

the Gematria of 91 – אמן.  Tosfos in Meseches Shabbos 119b 

says that one must have the words, “ אמןנלך מל -א ” in mind at 

the time he says, “אמן” – which is the Roshei Taivos of the word, 

 ”.אמן“

 The Anaf Yosef explains that the words, “ ל מלך נאמן-א ” 

mean that Hakodosh Boruch Hu is “ ל-א ” – G-d – the All powerful 

source of all mercy.  He is “מלך” – “King” – who rules, leads, and 

supervises all, at all times.  He is “נאמן” – “trustworthy” – fair, 

one never receives more suffering or less good than he deserves.   

 Gemara in Brochos 53b says, “ גדול העונה אמן יותר מן

 ,after one’s Brocha ’אמן‘ Greater is the one who says“ – ”המברך

than the one who actually made the Brocha.”  The Zohar 

Hakodosh in Parshas Vayeilech explains that this refers to one 

who answers אמן with the proper Kavanah, with the Kavanah of 

being Meyached the two Names of Hakodosh Boruch Hu: The 

Shem Havayah and the Shem Adnus.  This is better than one who 

actually says the Brocha, who is only saying the Shem Adnus, 

while having in mind the Shem Havayah (saying “אמן” actually 

encompasses both Names of Hakodosh Boruch Hu when said 

with the proper Kavanah).   

 There are actions which one does in public, where 

people see what he does.  There are ramifications to those 

actions, both in what people think of that person, and also 

potential punishment in Bais Din when appropriate.  Then there 

are actions that one does in private, where people do not only 

know what he is thinking, but they do not know what he is doing.  

The Torah tells us that we must know that Hakodosh Boruch Hu 

knows all.  He sees into the depths of our hearts and minds, and 

knows exactly what we are thinking and what we are doing at all 

times.   

The word “אמן” was integral to all of these Brochos and 

Klolos, for this word was the key for how to avoid these curses.  

It is a word that is often taken for granted, and perhaps because 

it is commonly said, is often said devoid of Kavanah.  We must 

strengthen ourselves in this word that could help us in our 

Ruchniyos.  This word tell us that there is a G-d in this world, 

Who runs and monitors each and every aspect of this world – 

both what we see in the open, as well as everything that occurs 

behind closed doors. May we be Zoche to utilize this holy word 

in the proper manner, which should bring us to elevated levels of 

Kedusha in Ruchniyos.   


