
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 Spiritually alive - פרשת ויגש

 

 בס''ד

 לר''ש 

 יעקב בן שרה לאה

ָ֗יו ּוַוְיַדְבר ְברֵ  תאֵ  ֵאל  ל דִּ ב   רֲאש   יֹוֵסף יכ  ת ה   םֲאֵלה   רדִּ לֹ֔ותַוַיְרא א  ר  ֲעג  ֲאש 
לַ  שֵ  ףיֹוסֵ  חש  יה   בַיֲעקֹ  ּוחַ ר יַוְתחִּ  וֹ ֹאת אתל  )מה' כז'( : םֲאבִּ  

 

 

They told him all the words that Yosef had told them and he saw the wagons that 
Yosef had sent to carry him, then the spirit of Yackov was revived 

 

The confusing part of this Possuk is that the עגלות wagons seem here to have been sent by 
Yosef to transport Yackov. However earlier ('פסוק יט) it is clear that it was actually Paraoh 
who had sent these wagons for Yackov. 

So, who actually sent them? Yosef or Paraoh? 

One Pshat is given in the Medrash that there were actually two different deliveries of 
wagons. One set of wagons was sent by Paraoh but could not be used for one of two 
reasons. Either because there were simply not enough wagons for the whole of Yackov’s 
family. Or because those wagons had ע''ז engraved on them and so the Shevatim burnt 
them and used the ones that Yosef had sent instead. 

Rashi brings another answer from the Medrash that the Possuk here doesn’t refer to 
physical wagons that had been sent by Yosef. Rather, it means to refer to a special Siman 
that Yosef had told his brothers to give over to Yackov. He wanted Yackov to know that he 
remembered the last Parsha that he had learnt with Yackov all those years before - the 
Parsha of Eglah Arufa. This is what is meant by the words   ָג֔לֹותַוַיְרא ֶאת ָהע ; Yackov saw the 
Siman from Yosef about wagons. 

And when Yackov saw the wagons, his spirit was revived. He allowed himself to finally come 
out of his mourning after all these years and Chazal say that at this moment the Shechina 
also returned to him. 

The Medrash adds words that Yackov said at this moment, “How great is the strength of my 
son Yosef who has suffered through so many Tzoros and yet has remained strong and 
righteous.” 

Indeed, only once Yackov saw that his son Yosef had not fallen spiritually, he was able to 
rise from mourning and be happy that his son was still alive. If Yosef would not have 
managed to stay on a spiritual high in Mitzrayim then Yackov would have continued to 
mourn the “loss” of his son, because Yosef may have been “alive” but not “spiritually alive”. 
And a Yid must always strive to live his life whilst connected to spirituality and not suffice 
with merely being physically alive. 

No time in recent history can bring out this point better than the terrible years of the 
holocaust. Yidden had to live in circumstances where they were barely physically alive at 
times, and yet there were those who were very much alive, spiritually.  

One such story is brought in the book “Tragedy and Rebirth” about a teacher called Miss 
Zelicka. Before the war she was a teacher in Sara Scheneirer’s seminary in Crakow. During 
the difficult period of  time when the Yidden were forced to live in Gettos, she continued to 
give lessons to girls in her shabby apartment. They came despite the intense cold and the 
hunger. They sat through her Shiurim in spite of leaking roofs and the lack of enough 
seating. 

She went through Sefer Eicha with them and described with great detail the suffering of the 
Yidden throughout the Golus. She injected meaning and focus into their suffering lives. Her 
lessons “shed light on the most torturing questions of our Jewish identity and our place in 
history,” in the words of a girl who attended. 

Miss Zelicka was just one example of so many who clung to their spiritualty as their lifeline 
in those difficult times. In the fast paced world of today it is equally important for us to seek 
out and cling to spiritualty in our daily lives so that we should have the strength and the 
Jewish identity to withstand the pressures and challenges that we face progressively from 
the outside world. 

 


