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          The Neshamos of the sheep 
There are those who remembered events from a 

previous lifetime. It is known that the Yismach Moshe1 
(1759-1841) showed the mark on his shoulder that 
remained from the hit by Yaakov when he was one of his 
sheep. The Apta Rav, author of the Sefer Ohaiv Yisrael, 
(1748-1825) would sing a melody that Yaakov would play 
on his flute to gather his sheep.2  

 
The sheep that Yaakov rescued from Lavan, says 

the Zohar, contained the נשמות; souls of the Jewish 
people.3 These נשמות needed to be rectified as they were 
the נשמות from the דור המבול and דור הפלגה. This is also 
hinted to in the Midrash4 in this week’s Parsha that says 
Yaakov had 600,000 herds of livestock as this is the 
number of נשמות of Klal Yisrael in each generation.5  

 
The purpose of Yaakov’s work by Lavan was to 

redeem these נשמות from under the domain of Lavan who 
wanted to uproot everything- ביקש לעקור את הכל as we say 
in the Haggada. Is it any coincidence that we are called 
מרעיתו צאן as in צאן ; sheep of his pasture.6 
************************************************ 
                 Who do you bow to? 

                                                           
1 While the Yismach Moshe spread the light of Chassidus 
to Hungary, he strongly opposed Chassidus (מתנגד) in his 
earlier years. When he was a young boy, he traveled to 
see the Gra and even ate a Shabbos Seuda with him.  The 
Yismach Moshe asked him if he could remain in Vilna to 
become his student.  The Gra advised him to return home 
because Hungary needed him.  What the Gra meant is 
subject to interpretation but surely had he remained in 
Vilna, the course of Chassidic history would have been 
altered. How did he become a Chassid? After the Yismach 
Moshe’s daughter married R’ Aryeh Leib Lipshitz, he 
noticed strange behavior by his new son-in-law.  When he 
realized that R’ Aryeh Leib was a Chassid, he admonished 
him.  His son-in-law agreed to give up Chassidus if the 
Yismach Moshe would travel with him to visit the Chozeh 
of Lublin, his Rebbe. The Yismach Moshe not only left his 
son-in-law alone, but he himself became a Chassid of the 
Chozeh and a Rebbe to thousands founding the great 
Sighet-Satmar dynasty. 
2 Emunas Itecha, Mattos, s.v. וידוע  
3 They were reincarnated as animals since they lost their 

ים-צלם אלה ; Godly image, through their sins. Incidentally, 
at times we see people with traits that resemble that of 
an animal. This is because, explains the Arizal, in a 
previous Gilgul they were an animal.  
4 Breishis Rabba 73:11 
5 See R’ Gershom to Eruchin 33a 
6 Tehillim 100:3 

The Gemara tells us that the Yetzer Hara for 
Avoda Zara was removed.7 How are we to grasp people 
worshipping Avoda Zara?   

 
The Rambam8 explains that in the days of Enosh, 

they made a mistake and said since Hashem created 
these stars and constellations to conduct the world… 
(which is where the שפע; bounty comes from) and these 
serve Hashem, it is fitting to praise and show honor to 
them. This can be compared to a President that sends an 
advisor to another country and they show him respect 
because he is a messenger of the President. Likewise they 
decided to show honor to intermediaries as it was 
messengers of Hashem. This eventually led to עבודה זרה as 
they started worshipping these9 independent of 
Hashem…10 For this reason, the name for Hashem- ים-האל - 
is also used for 11.אלהים אחרים -עבודה זרה  
 
 Although to us worshipping Avoda Zara seems 
strange, it was a real test for people back then. This is 
demonstrated in the remark of King Menashe who 
expressed to R’ Ashi that if you would have been living 
when I was alive, you would have lifted the bottom of 
your garment so that it should not slow you down in your 
rush to idolatry as the temptation for worshipping idols 
was so powerful.12 We don’t understand this test because 
the Yetzer Hara for it was removed. R’ Chaim Shmulevitz13 
comments that we can apply this to all sins as if we had 
no Yetzer Hara, all sins would seem to us equally absurd.  
 
 Let us take a look at the words we have for 
Avoda Zara14 to see the truth about them.  
 

                                                           
7 Yoma 69b  
8 Hilchos Avodas Kochavim 1:1-2 
9 Nevertheless, Hashem still has mercy on such people as 
is hinted to in עשיומל כל ערחמיו ו  (Tehillim 145:9), as it 
contains the initials עכום (which is an abbreviation for 
 .(worshipper of stars- Avoda Zara ;עבודת כוכבים
10 Now we can understand the serious prohibitions that 
the Torah says about עבודה זרה as in לך אלהים אחרים לא יהיה  
(Shemos 20:3) and the like. It is interesting to note that 
the non-Jews assigned some names to the days of the 
week in commemoration of gods (Ramban to Shemos 
20:8, s.v. ולכך). Examples include Sunday for the sun and 
Monday for the moon. 
11 As in Devarim 11:16. Parenthetically, the Mishna Brura 
(128:134) relates that one who converts to Islam has not 
committed Avoda Zara. Nevertheless, he still can’t 
perform Birchas Kohanim. 
12 Sanhedrin 102b and Rashi s.v. נקוט 
13 Sichos Mussar 5733:7, 12 
14 In a deeper sense any עבודה; service that is not to 
Hashem is עבודה זרה as זרה means foreign (just as a זר is a 
non-Kohen). We also see this from Chazal (Shabbos 105b) 
that say the אל זר; foreign god within a person is the 
Yetzer Hara. In this light, the Baal Shem Tov explains 

ים אחרים-וסרתם ועבדתם אלה ; turn astray and serve gods of 
others, as any veering off from Hashem is considered 
worshipping יםים אחר-אלה  (Meor Einayim, Shemos, s.v. אך).       
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1) The word עצביהם; their idols15 is associated with עצב; 
sadness, as this is the feeling the worshippers are left 
with.16    
2) Rashi explains that it is called אלהים אחרים; other gods as 
they cry out to their god but he doesn’t answer them.17 
Thus, it is as if the god is a stranger; other to its 
worshippers.18   
 not, since an idol is ;אל idols, is related to ;אללים (3
considered a non-entity.19  
 as they שקץ their abominations is sourced in ;שקוציהם (4
are disgusting like revolting creatures.20  
 ,excrement ;גלל detestable idolatry, is rooted in ;גלולים (5
since they smell and are disgusting like that.21   
6) In our Parsha, Rachel took the יםתרפ ; idols that 
belonged to her father. The Ramban says תרפים is 
connected to הרפ ; weak, alluding to the weakness of their 
predictions.22  
************************************************ 

    The fire of Torah 
Shavuos is the Yom Tov associated with תורה

 .תורה שבעל פה whereas Chanuka is connected with שבכתב
The Trisker Magid23 (1806-1889) points out that Sivan 
which is when Shavuos occurs, is the 3rd of the summer 
months. Kislev which is when Chanuka takes place, is the 
third of the winter months.24  

  
Chanuka is associated with25 תורה שבעל פה as it is 

not written anywhere in the Torah. In fact, the 36 candles 
of Chanuka correspond to the 36 Mesachtos of Shas. 

                                                           
15 Tehillim 115:4, see the Redak and Ibn Ezra 
16 The Yerushalmi (Eruvin 5:1) comments that the idols are 
destined to embarrass those who serve them, come the 
day of judgment.  
17 Shemos 20:3. Another explanation is that they are not 
divine rather others made them gods over them.  
 since the back אלהים אחרים is referred to as עבודה זרה 18
represents that which is the opposite of Hashem as it 
says ראו כי רעה נגד פניכם- evil is opposite your faces- that is 
the back of the neck (Shemos 10:10). This is because one 
can recognize another from the front (by their face) 
whereas this is not so from the back. Additionally, the 
name of פרעה who denied Hashem as he expressed with 

בקלואשר אשמע ' מי ה  (Shemos 5:2), contains the same 
letters as the word הערף; the back of the neck. Another 
example is רות and ערפה. While רות embraced Hashem, 
    .הערף we get ערפה did not. Rearranging the letters of ערפה
19 Vayikra 19:4, Rashi 
20 Devarim 29:16, Rashi s.v. ותראו 
21 Devarim 29:16, Rashi s.v. גלליהם. see Yechezkal 4:12, 15. 
22 31:19 s.v. והקרוב. See Shemos 5:17 
23 The Trisker Magid waged war against Czar Alexander II 
of Russia, whose anti-Semitic decrees threatened the 
spirituality of the Jewish people. The Maggid openly 
spoke against him and would interpret Pesukim as 
though they were meant as messages to or about the 
Czar. After Sukkos in 1881, the Rebbe spoke of the Czar’s 
imminent death. A short time later the Czar was killed. 
24 Tangentially, the third Sefira is Tiferes which is the 
attribute of Yaakov who represents Torah!  
25 Bnei Yissoschar Kislev Teves 2:1. During this time of year 
we need to strengthen our Torah learning as Chaunka 

 
 requires toil. The Menora was made תורה שבעל פה

by being thrown into fire.26 This refers to Torah with toil.27  
Thus, Torah is called fire as in למו אש דת .28 In fact, the 
words דת למו form the term תלמוד; Gemara, תורה שבעל פה. 
How was the Torah given? Amidst fire!29 For this reason, 
Har Sinai is called רבוח  as in אכלני חרב; scorching heat.30 
 

In regard to the Menora, it states מקשה תיעשה

המנורה
31 ; it is made beaten out. This refers to toil. If one 
does this, then as the Pasuk there says, he will build a תמנר 

טהור זהב ; Menora of pure gold.32  
 

We know that יון wanted חם תורתךיכשלה ; to make 
us forget Torah. Indeed, the exile of יון is called שךח ; 
darkness.33 In fact, חשך and שכח are composed of the 
same letters as they tried to make us forget the Torah. 
The Pasuk states גל עיני ואביטה נפלאות מתורתך; uncover my 
eyes and I will see the wonders of your Torah.34 This is the 
opposite of יון who bring about darkness causing us not 
to see the light of the Torah. With this we can then fulfill 
 the people who walked in ;העם ההלכים בחשך ראו אור גדול
darkness (because of יון) have seen a great light (Torah).35  
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time is when וזדים ביד עוסקי תורתך; Hashem delivered the 
cruel into the hands of the diligent students of Torah (as 
we say in על הנסים). For this reason, Chanuka occurred 
once prophesy ended as it teaches us about the 
greatness of Torah since חכם עדיף מנביא; a sage is greater 
than a prophet (Baba Basra 12a).  
26 Shemos 25:31, Rashi s.v. תיעשה 
27 The Menora symbolizes Torah as the Gemara (Baba 
Basra 25b. see Rabbanu Gershom, s.v. ומנורה) says  הרוצה

 one who wishes to become smart should ;שיחכים ידרים
face south during davening as this is where the Menora 
was. 
28 Devarim 33:2 
29 Devarim 4:11,12. 5:4, 20 
30 Devarim 4:10. Breishis 31:40. 
31 Shemos 25:31 
32 The 25th word in the Torah is אור; light (Breishis 1:3), 
which is a reference to Chanuka- the 25th of Kislev as it is a 
time when we light the Menora. This אור also refers to 
Torah as in תורה אור (Mishlei 6:23) since Chanuka is also a 
time of Torah. 
33 Breishis Rabba 2:4  
34 Tehillim 119:18 
35 Yeshaya 9:1. The Gemara (Shabbos 23b) states that 

הויין ליה בנים תלמידי חכמיםהרגיל בנר  ; one who is habitual in 
the lights will have sons who are תלמידי חכמים. So lighting 
candles (Chanuka) brings in Torah- which is compared to 
light as in תורה אור. This abolishes the darkness of יון who 
wants us to forget Torah.  
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