
LESSONS IN HASHKAFA & HALACHA FROM THE PARSHA 

Once again, this year there 

is a discrepancy between 

the parshios read in Eretz 

Yisroel and those read in 

chutz la'aretz only this time 

the b'nei chutz la'aretz 

won't catch up until Matos-

Maasei, right before Tisha 

b'Av.   

Boruch Hashem our annual 

Yom Tefilah was a very 

positive experience for all 

of the avreichim who 

participated. May Hashem 

accept our tefilos on behalf 

of all the supporters of the 

kollel. BS”D, Pictures will 

be available on the website 

soon. 

Our night seder program 

for the general community 

in our new beis medrash is 

well underway!  Rabbi 

Dovid Gilman, Ahavas 

Yehonoson’s Rosh Chabura 

delivers a short shiur with 

interesting questions 

connected to the daf  (how 

does halacha view self-

driving cars and computer 

viruses, etc….)  The 

recordings of the shiur are 

available to the public 

online. Visit our website: 

www.dafmap.com.  

- Rabbi D
ovid Lewin

 

ENLIGHTENING EDUCATIONENLIGHTENING EDUCATIONENLIGHTENING EDUCATION   

  Hashem told Aharon "when you go up to light the menorah".  Rashi cites two ways of understanding 

these words: The simple explanation is that this refers to steps which were placed in front of the menorah. 

Hashem was simply instructing Aharon to ascend these steps in order to kindle the menorah's flames.  

Alternatively, explains Rashi, "behaaloscha es ha'neiros"  is a sort of shorthand way of saying that the flames 

should go up by themselves, meaning that Aharon should not move his hand away from the flame until it rises to 

its fullest.  While both explanations are understandable, in truth, Rashi reverses the order, mentioning the steps 

in front of the menorah only second. Generally Rashi first cites the basic understanding and here seems to 

deviate from this principle.  Furthermore, the Sifsei Chachamim comments that both derashos are equal. This 

itself begs explanation.  Generally, such a comment is only made regarding two approaches that are different, in 

their explanation but are similar in aapproach.  Here however, one understanding is the simple one and the other 

one is a derasha of Chazal that learns a different but also true halacha or concept.  How then, can the Sifsei 

Chachamim say that both are legitimate and equal? 

     HaRav Moshe Feinstein zt"l explains that Rashi is not coming to educate us about lighting the 

menorah, but rather to enlighten us about education.  He explains that the job of a rebbe is to teach his talmidim 

in a way that they will “rise on their own”.  Not only does this mean that an educator’s job is not to force feed 

information, but it also means to teach in a way that the student will be able to learn and grow on his own.  But 

how does one do this?  The answer to this, explains Reb Moshe, lies in the second understanding of 

“behaaloscha”, climbing the steps.  Although we might picture it much bigger, the menorah in the Mishkan really 

wasn’t that tall.  Aharon could have easily kindled its lights while standing with his feet on the ground.  

Nevertheless, the Torah instructed him to climb up a few steps so that he could look carefully while he was 

cleaning and lighting the menorah, because the only way to kindle a flame so that it rises on its own, is to 

carefully look down at the wick. Similarly, the only way to properly teach is to carefully examine and understand 

the topic he is teaching. 

 This is an important lesson. When we are teachers in a formal setting, parents trying to educate our 

children, or good Jews trying to positively influence others,, we must remember that our job is not just to pass on 

information or supply answers that will quiet the student or child (perhaps out of confussion).  If we really want to 

be mechanech our children or influence others, we must understand the messages we are trying to convey.  As 

any experienced Torah-true educator will tell you “mi’talmidei yoser mi’kulam” (I learned the most from my 

students), that dedicating oneself to properly understanding in order to teach, helps them learn and understand 

the material to its fullest! 

ו“ ת ש ע           ב ה ע ל ת ךפ ר ש ת              



 

PASKENING FOR ONESELFPASKENING FOR ONESELFPASKENING FOR ONESELF   

 

  After the 70 zekeinim finished , Eldad and Meidad continued prophesying and in an attempt to defend his 

Moshe’s honor, Yehoshua suggested their imprisonment. Chazal tell us that in doing so, Yehoshua violated the 

prohibition of issuing a halachic ruling in the presence of his rebbe.  The gemara tells us that even ruling in matters 

as simple as the pareve status of an egg is included in this prohibition.  Accordingly, what should one do if he is 

asked by a recent ba’al teshuva what beracha to make on a cup of cola, for example, while your rebbe is in the 

room?  At what point can one pasken for himself without asking about every little detail? 

 Many rishonim (see Meiri for example) rule that one may not pasken for himself until he attains the level of a 

“talmid chaver” (an elevated status of a student who is somewhat of a colleague), at which point, the gemara rules, 

he can issue rulings for others as well.  Many rishonim (Tosfos, Ritva, Mahri Veil) differentiate between deciding a 

halacha while learning the sugya, which is permitted, and paskening in a real “live” halachic query, which is 

prohibited. (See however, Toras Chaim that takes a stricter approach and only permits one to issue any rulings if he 

is far away from his rebbe, AND does so only ‘once in a while’.) 

 Others, take a much more liberal approach and in fact encourage students to argue with their rabbeim.  (See the 

Be’er Sheva who understands the gemara’s criticism of one who argues with his rebbe to refer to general issues and 

not Torah or halacha.) This, argues the Rosh, is the way of Torah - to search out the truth.  As proof, he notes that 

Rashi was the greatest of teachers and the baalei haTosfos, many of who were his own grandchildren, argued with 

him.  Any talmid, writes the Mahari Bruna, can develop into a talmid chaver, as this was way of Torah since the times 

of the mishna.  The Maharashdam furthers this point by noting that R’ Yochanan saved Reish Lakish from his life as 

a gangster and taught him Torah.  The latter later went on to argue with R’ Yochanan throughout the gemara.    It is 

also worth noting that although the Maharashal was vehemently against accepting any personal stringencies in 

matter of halacha (for reasons of arrogance) maintained that one who has sufficient proof is entitled and encourages 

to disagree with his rebbe. 

 Despite the great prohibition of issuing halachic rulings, many poskim (Maharashdam, Birkei Yosef) maintain that 

once halacha was codified in Shulchan Aruch, one may, and should pasken whenever a question arises. The Shach 

asserts that the rulings of the Mechaber and Rema were Divinely inspired, and many poskim (Shvus Yaakov, Be’er 

Moshe, Pnei Yehoshua) had the custom of checking Shulchan Aruch each time they issued a ruling. Although the 

Marasha (Sotah 22a) cautions against ‘just following Shulchan Aruch’ without understanding the reasons behind it, 

this is possibly because he predated the Taz and Shach who serve this purpose (K’sav Sofer).  One who had a full 

understanding of the sugya and the words of Shulchan Aruch may rely on them as a starting point to issue halachic 

rulings. 

COMING SOON: T’NU KAVOD LA’TORAH !  

To receive these pages regularly, email “subscribe” to: kollel@ahavasyehonoson.com 
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