
Parshas Lech Lecha – ואעשך לגוי גדול...והיה ברכה 

 מי שברך את האבות הוא יברך את הבנים

The great R’ Shimon Shkop, zt”l of Grodno, yartzeit this week, commented on the dismal 

outlook of Klall Yisroel’s spiritual future, in the years between the two world wars. So many 

youth had succumbed to the allure of the free-thinkers and the promise of Socialism’s New 

World Order. Poverty and the gloomy uncertainty of life in Europe, seemed to cast a gray pall 

over any hope for the future. The great Yeshivos of Europe seemed to be losing the battle for 

the souls of so many of the most promising Talmidim. What hope was there for the future of 

Torah? What were the prospects for the next generation? His prophetic insight seems to be 

talking right to us, here and now.  

Rashi brings the Medrash that the words in this Pasuk allude to the opening Bracha of 

ShmonahEsrei: ואעשך לגוי גדולis for what we say ואברכך .אלקי אברהםrefers to ואגדלה  .אלקי יצחק

 ,The Medrash continues – don’t think we close the Brocha with all three Avos .אלקי יעקב isשמך

for the Pasuk ends with והיה ברכה. You, Avrohom, will be the closing of Birchas Avos –  בך

 to the formation ofמעלות of their qualities andהשפעה Each of the Avos contributed the .חותמין

Klall Yisroel. However, Hashem told Avrohom Avinu, the overriding Gadlus, the “shtempel” of 

Klall Yisroel’s greatness, will be through you. רכהוהיה ב , you will be the predominant משפיעof 

Klall Yisroel’s rise to Gedula. 

Avraham Avinu, R’ Shimon explained, came from a house of idol worshippers. He managed to 

achieve the highest levels of true Emunah, through his own initiative and determination. 

Yitzchok was already influenced by his upbringing in the great house of Avraham Avinu, in 

addition to his own superlative path in Avodas Hashem. Yaakov Avinu, likewise, benefitted as 

the third generation of Torah giants. He built his own towering edifice of Gadlus on an already 

solid foundation of powerful faith and deeds.  

One would surmise, that the combination of all this growth and achievement, would serve to 

strengthen Emunah and establish Yiddishkeit with deepening firmness, for all time to come. 

Says the Medrash,  יכול יהיו חותמין בכולן– that Klall Yisroel will end up being influenced and 

shaped from the totality of the accomplishments and gifts of all three Avos, creating a nation 

with rock-solid, everlasting faith. תלמוד לומר והיה ברכה, בך חותמין ולא בהם – know that in the last 

generations before Moshiach, the vestiges of Avrohom Avinu’s first movements towards 

discovering the Eibishter will be manifest. Many will become impassioned to seek the truth that 

eluded their ancestors and begin a new path of Teshuvah. They will not have the benefit of an 

established Yiddishkeit, represented by אלקי יצחקand אלקי יעקב.  

Despite the then dwindling hopes for the future, R’ Shimon understood that there was no reason 

to despair. Chazal foretold that generations would veer away from Torah and Mitzvos. Yet, their 

descendants, following in the footsteps of Avrohom Avinu, would find inspiration on their own, to 

become aroused to Emunah. Torah will become great and Klall Yisroel will flourish once again.  

We have seen the Promised Land. This Shabbos, many strangers to Yiddishkeit will sit with 

wonder by Shabbos tables and take in the warmth and beauty of families living with the joy of a 



Torah life. It is an amazing phenomenon that repeats itself every week in Jewish communities 

all around the globe. 

On the Pasuk ויהי רעב בארץ, the Medrash states that this was the third of ten major hungers that 

would occur in the world. The tenth, having the most widespread effect, will occur in the time of 

Moshiach – ב בארץ, לא רעב ללחם ולא צמא למים, כי אם לשמוע את דברי ה'הנה ימים באים והשלכתי רע . 

Days are coming when Hashem will cause a hunger in the world. Not a hunger for bread, nor a 

thirst for water, only for hearing the Word of Hashem. This phenomenon is now, in our own time. 

Never has there been such widespread receptiveness to Yiddishkeit. Never has there been 

such a proliferation of outreach efforts as today.   

My family and I had the Zechus of spending the last days of Sukkos in The Zone, the stunningly 

beautiful Upstate New York resort campus that serves as Oorah’s flagship center of Kiruv. More 

breathtaking than the spectacular scenery and more satisfying than the world-class cuisine, was 

the unabashed enthusiasm and hunger of the Kiruv families and children for learning more 

about the authentic love of Torah and Mitzvos that they experienced there. Perhaps the most 

memorable and most amazing part of the Yomtov was the customary auctioning of Kibbudim 

before Hakofos on Simchas Torah. Some Kibbudim went for nice amounts of money. Choson 

Torah and ChosonBeraishis were fought over by the dedicated and spirited Bachurim of the 

boy’s staff, for thousands of pages of Gemora. But the Pesukim of אתה הראיתwent for the most 

precious commodity of all. One by one, the Kiruv children vied for the right to recite a Pasuk by 

announcing their commitment to take on some observance of Yiddishkeit for a period of time. 

Wearing Tzitzis, a Kippah or Tefillin. Reciting Asher Yatzar, Brochos or Modeh Ani. Washing 

NegelVasser or accepting to learn with a Torah Mate and so on. It brought tears to my eyes and 

choked up everyone who was fortunate to witness it. Surely, these children and those who have 

the  זכותto guide them will merit to greet Moshiach. Truly, ואעשך לגוי גדול...והיה ברכה. 

Have a wonderful Shabbos, yk 

L’RavchaD’Milsa Weekly Almanac 

Thursday, Parshas Lech Lecha- 9 Chesvan 

BAHA”B 

Rabbeinu Asher ben Yechiel, the Rosh (1250-1327). One of the three primary rishonim on 

whom the Rav Yosef Karo relied for the ShulchanAruch. Rav Asher’s family traced its lineage to 

Rabbeinu Gershon. Rav Asher learned under Rav Meir of Rotenberg. After 10 years as the 

successor of Rav Meir and the leader of German Jewery, he escaped German persecution and 

settled in Toledo, Spain.  

Rav Yosef Yehuda Leib Bloch (1860-1930). Born in Rusein, he succeeded his father-in-law, 

Rav Eliezer Gordon, as Rosh Yeshiva of the Telshe Yeshiva. Telz is one of the oldest towns 

in Lithuania, situated in the north-western part of Lithuania on the shores of Lake Mastis, and 

was already mentioned in the chronicles of a Crusader Order in 1320. Jews settled in Telz at 

the beginning of the 17th century. 2,500 people lived in Telz in 1797, of them 1,650 were Jews 

(66%). By 1870 Telz had 6,481 residents, including 4,399 Jews. Reb Yosef Leib already began 

studying under Reb Leizer at the age of 15, in Kelm and married Reb Leizer's daughter at the 

age of 21. Reb Yosef Leib initiated many innovations. In 1894, he attempted to introduce 



Mussar to the yeshiva's curriculum, and in 1897 he brought Rabbi Yehuda Leib Chasman zt"l to 

serve as the yeshiva's Mashgiach.  

Rav Shimon Shkop of Grodno (1860-1939). Born in Turz, Poland, Rav Shimon studied in Mir 

at the age of 12, and then Volozhin at the age of 15, with Rabbi Chaim Soloveitchik. He was 

brought to Telshe in 1885 by his uncle, RavLazer Gordon. He taught at Telshe for 18 years. He 

succeeded Rav Alter Shmuelevicz as Rosh Yeshiva of Yeshiva Shaarei Torah in Grodno, from 

1920 to 1939, transforming it into one of the finest yeshivos in Poland and beyond. In 1929, Rav 

Shimon Shkop came to America to raise funds for the yeshiva and accepted R' Dov (Bernard) 

Revel's invitation to serve as rosh yeshiva of Yeshiva Rabbeinu Yitzchak Elchanan in New York. 

However, at the request of the Chafetz Chaim, RavShkop returned to Europe after six months. 

In 1939, the Soviet Red army marched into Grodno during the AsseresYemei Teshuva. Most of 

the talmidim fled to Vilna, but Rav Shimon Shkop was too old and sick to travel and remained 

behind with a few talmidim. He passed away a month later. Rav Shimon Shkop was the author 

of ShaareiYosher. 

 

Erev Shabbos Parshas Lech Lecha - 10 Cheshvan  

Gad ben Yaakov Avinu born and niftar (1566 BCE-1441 BCE). The Seforim teach that this is 

an auspicious day for starting a business or undertaking any project with success for today “Ba 

Gad” – Good Mazel came into the world. Mazel and Bracha! 

Rav Aryeh Leib of Stanislov, author of Nachlas Aryeh (1749). The city of Stanisławów was 

founded in the year 1654 by the Hetman (commander) and Starosta (County Administrator) of 

the Halicz region, JedrzejPotocki, and was named after his son Stanisław. Armenians and Jews 

were invited and promised, in the founding charter of the city of May 7, 1654, the right to settle 

in the city and the right to establish a house of prayer on the land that was given to them. In a 

special charter from September 17, 1662[6], JedrzejPotocki granted the Jews (Żydzitalmudowi) 

the right to settle permanently in the city and the right to engage in commerce and crafts in the 

same measure as “the members of the Polish, Ruthenia and Armenian nations.” In 1732, the 

Jewish population was 1,470 souls from among a total population of 3,321 

R’ Dov Schwartzman (2011) Rosh Yeshivas BaisHaTalmud Yerushalayim 

 

HabbosKodesh Parshas Lech Lecha - 11 Cheshvan  

Metushelach ben Chanoch, grandfather of Noach (3074 BCE – 2105 BCE) 

Rachel Imeinudies in childbirth (1554 BCE) According to the Vilna Gaon; she was 36 years old; 

according to SeferHayashar, 45. 

Binyamin ben Yaakov Avinu born and niftar (1554-1445 BCE) 

Rav Menachem NachumTwersky, the Chernobyl Rebbe (1730-1797), a student of the Baal 

Shem Tov and the MagidMezritch. He authored MeorEinayim. He was succeeded by his son, 

Mordechai, founder of the Chernobyl dynasty, the descendents of which are the Skverer 

Chasidim, the current Rebbe of whom is RavDovidTwersky of New Square, NY.  

Rav Pesach Pruskin, Rav and Rosh Yeshivah in Kobrin (1879-1939). Born to his widowed 

mother (he was named after his father, who died several months prior to his birth), in abject 

poverty. She took her five children to the home of her grandfather, Rabbi Pinchas Michael, who 



was Rav in Antipole. In his teens, he joined the yeshivah of the Chofetz Chaim in Radin He later 

went to Slobodka, where he was inspired by the Mussar of "der Alter," Rabbi 

NossonTzviFinkel.and spent a year at Kelm with Rabbi Simcha Zissel Ziv The Alter of Slobodka, 

constantly searching for suitable cities in which to establish yeshivos, selected Slutsk, a large 

city in White Russia, for his next undertaking. He dispatched Rabbi IsserZalman Meltzer as 

Rosh Yeshivah, with fourteen talmidim - among them Pesach Kobriner. He became mashgiach 

in Slutsk, than – in 1911 – Rav of Amtsislav (also called Mistsislav); there he opened a yeshiva. 

When the Bolsheviks took over Russia, and his native city of Kobrin was incorporated into 

Poland (by the Soviet-Polish treaty of Riga, 1922), he escaped the Communist rule to Kobrin. 

Where he became Rav and opened another yeshiva. 

Rav Avraham Elimelech Weinberg, founder of SlonimerChassidus (1804-1883), a disciple 

of RavNoach of Lechovitz, and author of Be'er Avraham on Mechilta, YesodHa'avodah, and 

ChessedL’Avraham. He was was active in the spread of the Chasidic movement in Lithuania 

and was a main organizer of support for the religious communities in the Holy Land.  

Rav Yehuda Leib Chasman, mashgiach of Yeshivas Chevron (1869-1935). Learned in Kelm 

under Rabbi Simcha Zissel Ziev, in Volozhin under the Netziv as well as that of the Rabbi 

Chaim HaleviSoloveichik of Brisk. In 1897, he was brought to serve as the Telz yeshiva's 

Mashgiach. He established the independent Yeshiva in Shtutshin in 1908. In 1912, he was rabbi 

of Shtutsin. In his last years, he was the spiritual director of the Slabodka Yeshiva in Hebron 

and in Jerusalem. In 1926, he became mashgiach at Chevron. Author of OhrYohel. Among his 

talmidin was Rav Shlomo Schwadron.  

R’ NossonTzviFinkel (2011) Rosh Yeshivas Mir Yerushalayim  

 
Motzei Shabbos Lech Lecha  -Eretz Yisroel moves back to Standard Time 

Sunday, Parshas Vayeira -12 Cheshvan 

Rav Yehuda Tzadka, Rosh yeshiva of Porat Yosef (1909-1991). Born in Yerushalayim, Rav 

Yehuda was a great-great grandson of RavTzadkaChutzin, author of TzedakaU’misphat. His 

mother, Simcha, was the Ben Ish Chai’s niece. The Tzadka family lived in the Beis Yisrael 

neighborhood of Yerushalayim. When he was 12 years old, Yehuda Tzadka enrolled in the 

Porat Yosef Yeshiva in the Old City. There, he became very close to Rav Ezra Attia. At the age 

of only 27 years, he was appointed to teach at the yeshiva. Among Reb Yehuda’s first students 

was RavOvadia Yosef. In time, Rav Yehuda became the menahelruchani, and with the petira of 

Rav Ezra Attias in 1970, he was appointed to new Rosh Yeshiva.  

 

Monday, Parshas Vayeira – 13 MarChesvan - BaHa”B, SheiniKamma 

In 1553, the Pope ordered the burning of Seforim in the main square of Venice. Mattathias 

Delacrut, in his book, Zikkaron, still in manuscript, writes:  

Our books are lost, the little that we had. If not that our eyes had seen this, in the year, “And 

Shakai shall be your treasure” (Job 22:25), for the pope and his cardinals from Rome decreed to 



despoil our books and our glory, trample and burn them in the fire. In Venice they burned more 

than a thousand complete books of the Talmud, and five hundred copies of the Alfasi, and other 

books without end, new and old. 

Wednesday, Parshas Vayeira - 15 Cheshvan 

Mattisyahu ben Yochanan, Kohen Godol, father of the Chasmonaim (138 BCE, or 165) 

Rav Chaim Pinto the Second was born in Mogador (current Essaouira), Morocco (1939). His 
grandfather, Rav Chaim the First, was the great-grandson of Rav Yosef Pinto, who fled from 
Spain to Rome with 26 talmidim after the 1492 expulsion. However, he had to flee to Damascus 
after local priests trapped him into a theological debate and soundly lost. When the Jewish 
population of Mogador began thinning out, Rav Chaim the Second moved to Casablanca, while 
his son, Rav Moshe Aharon Pinto, stayed Mogador to prevent his father’s shul from closing 
down. 

Rav Avraham YeshayaKarelitz, the ChazonIsh (1878-1953). Educated by his father, the Av 
Beis Din in Kosova, Poland (near Grodno)), his first work on several parts of the ShulchanAruch 
was published anonymously in Vilna in 1911 under the title "ChazonIsh," by which name he 
became known. He moved to Vilna about 1920 and moved to EretzYisrael in 1933, settling in 
BneiB'rak. Upon his arrival in EretzYisrael, he devoted vast amounts of time and energy to 
Seder Zeraim, which deals mainly with laws pertaining to the land, to answer the many halachic 
problems inherent to a life in the Holy Land consistent with Torah. 

Thursday, Parshas Vayeira-16 MarCheshvan 

KristalNacht (1938). 1,547 Synagogues were burned; more than 10,000 Jewish businesses 
were destroyed. 1,300 Yidden were murdered. 20,000 were interred in concentration camps. 

Rav Elazar Menachem Mann Shach (1894?-2001). Born in Vaboilnick, Lithuania, and left for 
Ponevezh (38km away) at age 7. Learned at Slabodka under RavYechezkel Bernstein 
(DivreiYechezkel), then under the Alter (RavNossonTzviFinkel, and developed a close 
relationship with RavIsserZalman Meltzer, whose niece RavShach eventually married. In 1927, 
he served as Rosh Mesivta at Kletzk under RavAharon Kotler, holding the same position at 
Novardok from 1932-34. In 1951, he started his career as Rosh Yeshiva at Ponevezh under 
Rav Yosef Kahanemen. 

R’ Shlomo Carlebach (1925-1994), the foremost Jewish songwriter in the 2nd half of the 20th 
century, who used his music to inspire Jews around the world. Over his 69 years, he lived in 
Manhattan, San Francisco, Toronto and MoshavOrModiin, Israel. In a recording career that 
stretched over 30 years, Reb Shlomo sang his songs on more than 25 albums. Shlomo 
Carlebach was born in Berlin, where his father, Naftali, was an Orthodox leader. The family, 
which fled the Nazis in 1933, lived in Switzerland before coming to New York in 1939. His father 
became the rabbi of a small synagogue on West 79th Street, Congregation Kehlilath Jacob; 
Shlomo Carlebach and his twin brother, Eli Chaim, took over the synagogue after their father's 
death in 1967. He studied at the Yeshiva Torah Vodaath in Brooklyn and at the 
BaisMedrashGavoah in Lakewood, N.J. From 1951 to 1954, he worked as a traveling emissary 
of the Grand Rabbi of Lubavitch, Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson. His singing career 
began in Greenwich Village, where he met Bob Dylan and other folk singers, and moved to 
Berkeley for the 1966 Folk Festival. After his appearance, he decided to remain in the Bay Area 
to reach out to what he called "lost Jewish souls," runaways and drug addicted youth.  

 


