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Dear Chevra, 
 
Sometimes Hashem gives us a gift in-potentia, but in order to actualize the gift we need to believe in Hashem’s ability 
to give it to us; and in our worthiness to receive. If we don’t believe ourselves worthy of blessing, we won’t accept it. 
Dr. Avrohom Twerski suggests, the greatest challenge faced by our generation is the challenge of serving Hashem 
with healthy self-worth. As Ovdei Hashem, servants of Hashem, we must brush off the thoughts and feelings of 
self-deflation that stand in our way of serving the Aibishter, of serving our Father in Heaven.  
 
Years ago I learned a piece in Nesivos Shalom wherein the Slonimer Rebbe zt”l, writes in the name of one of the 
earlier Slonimer Rebbes that the most important important factor in the fulfillment of a bracha, a blessing, is the 
chassid’s belief in the bracha. Even if something seems impossible, and even if within the bounds of nature and 
science, it truly is impossible, if Hashem wants something to be it will be. But one must believe. With Hashem all is 
possible, nothing is beyond Him. No distance is too far for Him. No weight too heavy for Him. No matter how 
profoundly hopeless our circumstances, if we give ourselves to His embrace, He will carry us.  
 
When Hashem created this world, He created within it an entity referred to as the tzaddik. The tzaddik, whose living 
and thinking is in absolute congruence with Hashem’s will, coupled with his intense and unflagging love for his fellow 
Yid, becomes a conduit for Hashem’s blessings in this world. Tzaddik Yesod Olam, the Tzaddik is the Foundation of 
the World. It’s upon the shoulders of the tzaddik that the world stands. Just as we must fear and love Hashem, so too 
must we fear and love His tzaddikim. 
 
Around the table of Reb Moshele Shinever, a chassid relayed that he had a friend who had been a successful 
merchant but lost everything. The friend traveled to Kerestir to pour out his tale to Reb Shayele. Reb Shayele asked 
him what he had done previously. The man said he had been a cattle merchant. Reb Shayele suggested the man go 
back into the cattle business. Admitting to the Rebbe that he didn’t have a penny to his name, Reb Shayele loaned 
the man twenty-five rhenish. The next day the man travelled to a fair in Vranov. Twenty-five rhenish not being enough 
to make a purchase it was the Rebbe’s blessing that kept him there. As the day went by, the merchant happened 
upon a magistrate he was acquainted with. In the course of their discussion the merchant told the magistrate he didn’t 
have enough money to do business. The magistrate readily loanded the Yid fifty rhenish. The Jew accepted the loan 
and went on to purchase a cow priced at fifty rhenish which he sold almost immediately afterwards for a handsome 
profit. He used the profit to purchase more cattle which he again sold in short order and so on until the day’s end 
when he was once again a well-to-do cattle merchant. The next day he went to the magistrate to repay the loan. The 
magistrate asked him if he had a cow for sale, explaining that he hadn’t been able to attend the previous day’s fair. 
Having taken a loan from the magistrate the day before the Jewish merchant was bewildered. The magistrate 
became impatient and demanded the Jew sell him a cow. The merchant realized the remarkable events were the 
fruition of Reb Shayele’s bracha. When the merchant’s friend concluded the story, the Shinever Rebbe exclaimed 
excitedly that it is a mitzva to publicize this story. 
 
In his advanced old age, Hashem promised Avrohom that he would yet have a son. The Torah tells us Avrohom 
“believed in God,” without the need for proof. As a result of Avrohom’s complete certainty in Hashem’s ability to fulfill 
His blessings, Hashem “considered this an act of righteousness.” Avrohom believed in Hashem’s ability to fulfill, and 
also, in his worthiness to accept. The early Slonimer chassidim believed in their Rebbes’ ability to bless, and also, in 
their worthiness to receive. The cattle merchant believed in Reb Shayele’s ability to bless, and also, in his own 
worthiness to be blessed. So to with us, in order to serve Hashem in the most perfect manner, in ruchnius and in 
gashmius, materially and spiritually, like Avrohom, like the early Slonimer chassidim, and like the cattle merchant, we 
must believe in the tzaddik’s ability to bless, Hashem’s ability to fulfill, and in our worthiness to be blessed. 
 
Wishing you a gut Shabbos. 
 
Sincerely,  

Binyamin Klempner 
 

This week’s letter should be a merit for Chana Bracha bas Esther.  
Please pray  for her speedy and complete recovery!  

bklempner1@gmail.com 


