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Double Booking –  כפולרישום  
In honor of the yahrzeit of the Ari HaKadosh which fell on 
Thursday night, I arranged to travel with my wife to his kever 
[gravesite] to daven. Of course, if we were already in Tzefas for 
Thursday night and I would rather spend Shabbos in Meron 
anyway, so I made arrangements to spend Shabbos in Meron to 
continue from kodesh to kodesh [from holy to holy]. However, 
Thursday morning my wife told me that it is a bit difficult for 
her to spend Shabbos in Meron and she would rather spend 
Shabbos at home. 
I was very disappointed but I believe that everything is from 
heaven so I called the lodging and apologized for the late notice 
but we would not be able to spend Shabbos in Meron. He 
accepted my words good-naturedly and even assured me that 
everything was all right and we parted on good terms. 
We returned home in the morning and prepared for Shabbos. 
We were in good spirits; my wife was happy to be home as she 
requested and I managed to subdue my wishes… 
Friday afternoon at 4:00 PM my son called me in a panic, I 
asked him what happened? This is what he told me: “I reserved 
a room in Meron for Shabbos. I arrived with my family and the 
packages including the food and drinks for the honor of 
Shabbos, I approached the owner of the inn to ask for the key 
and it became clear that he made a mistake with the 
reservation and he reserved the room for two families, and the 
first family was already settled in the rooms and I was left 
without a place to stay for Shabbos.  
Every place I called looking for a room I was turned down.!!!” 
I called the owner of the place where we were supposed to stay 
to see if he had a room available, and he told me that all the 
rooms had been booked weeks in advance, except for my 
cancelation which was still available… 
I was very pleased and I told my son that there was an excellent 
room available literally right near the kever, a large spacious 
room which could easily hold the family for Shabbos. 
My son went there overjoyed that the room was even better 
than the one that he reserved… now I went into Shabbos with 
an extra joy. I knew that because we did not spend Shabbos in 
Meron this allowed my son and his large family to spend a 
glorious Shabbos in the lofty environs of Meron. 
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You shall come and you shall say – ובאת ואמרת 

In our parsha we learn one of the basic principles of man, and in 
particular, every Jew in the world, HaKadosh Baruch Hu gave us the 
mitzvah of Bikkurim – First Fruits – to take the first of the produce 
that grows and to bring it to HaKadosh Baruch Hu. This is what the 
Torah states (26:3)  ובאת אל הכהן אשר יהיה בימים ההם ואמרת אליו'

'...הגדתי היום  – ‘You shall come to the Kohen who will be in those 
days, and you shall say to him, “I declare today…”’ Rashi explains, 
‘And you shall say to him – to show that you are not unappreciative’, 
we see from here that the main theme of the mitzvah of Bikkurim is 
to show and make known that you are not unappreciative and you 
know and are aware of Who did all this for you! 
In truth, 'הכרת הטוב' – ‘Gratitude’ – is one of the basic 
characteristics of people, for someone who does not know how to 
evaluate that which is given to him or done for him, is lacking one of 
the basic traits of humanity. We find even among the majority of all 
living things, they have a sense of gratitude. Baruch Hashem, we 
have previously publicized the power of saying ‘thank you’ to 
HaKadosh Baruch Hu, and we hear many times how people received 
salvation once they simply learned to say ‘thank you’ to HaKadosh 
Baruch Hu. In our parsha we can find a reference to this, as the 
parsha continues (26:15) עון קדשך מן השמים וברך את 'השקיפה ממ

 Gaze down from Your holy abode, from the heavens, and‘ – עמך'
bless Your people’ and Rashi explains ‘We have done what You 
decreed upon us, You do what is incumbent upon You to do, for You 
have said (Vayikra 26:3-4) תלכו ונתתי גשמיכם בעיתם' 'אם בחוקותי  ‘If 
you will go in my commandments… then I will provide rains in their 
time’ and in the following posuk 'ושמרת ועשית' – ‘and you shall 
observe and perform’ and Rashi says ‘a Heavenly voice blesses him: 
“You have brought Bikkurim this day, you shall repeat next year.’ 
Rosh Hashanah is approaching and everyone wants to request and 
receive blessings for the coming year: Abundance, health, livelihood, 
shidduchim and salvations, but before we begin to request, let us 
pause for a moment and consider all that we have received in the 
previous year, and the amount of good we have received since we 
came into the world, the goodness and kindness that HaKadosh 
Baruch Hu has done for us is immeasurable, then come, and simply 
thank Him for everything! For all the good that He has done for 
Israel both generally and specifically, for the goodness and kindness 
that He has done privately for each person, then after you have 
shown that you are not ‘ungrateful’, you may ask for additional 
salvations and abundance. You should believe wholeheartedly the 
words of Rashi ‘A heavenly voice blesses him: “You have brought 
Bikkurim this day, you shall repeat next year.”’                                  

      - Tiv HaTorah – Ki Savo 
 

 



 

 

 השמחה ביסורים ומעלותיה
The Joy of Suffering and its Benefit 

 
 

When a person understands this, and recognizes the great mercy of 
HaKadosh Baruch Hu, it is upon him to be filled with joy and to 
accept everything that happens to him with love, acknowledging 
that HaKadosh Baruch Hu is only doing this for his benefit, and is 
purifying him in this world so that he will not have to give an 
accounting in the World to Come. He must know that the wiping 
away of his sins through suffering is dependent on his acceptance of 
the suffering with love and joy. Therefore, it was the custom of the 
G-d fearing and men of deeds of previous generations, that when 
suffering befell them, they would say the posuk of (Tehillim 25:18) 
 ,Behold my affliction and my toil‘ – 'ראה עניי ועמלי ושא לכל חטאתי'
and forgive all my sins’, so that the suffering will atone for their sins. 
There is an awesome story brought down in the sefer ‘Siach Sarfei 
Kodesh’ on this topic: HaRav HaKadosh Rebbe Avraham Yehoshua 
Heschel of Mezbuz ztllh”h once came to the Bais Midrash of the 
holy Apta community when the Rav was there, and he said, “I will 
tell you what I just saw. They brought a man to the Celestial Court 
to be judged and those standing to his right proclaimed his 
innocence and those to his left proclaimed his guilt. Between them 
came a defending angel who defended him and described all the 
suffering he endured in this world, and how many painful escapades 
he endured, and they were sure that this would atone for his guilt, 
and mercy would be bestowed upon him, and exempt him from 
punishment. In the midst of all this, an accuser came and said that 
true, he did endure much suffering, and it is appropriate to 
exonerate him, however, let us investigate if he accepted the 
suffering with love, so that it will be an atonement for his sins, and 
if he said on everything that happened to him ‘Behold my affliction 
and my toil, and forgive all my sins’. They investigated and they did 
not find this, they brought him back for judgment and found him 
guilty for all his deeds. This shows that for his suffering to protect 
him from the punishment of Gehinnom, it is incumbent on the 
person to accept them with joy. 
There is another great benefit in this when a person is joyous in his 
suffering. It is brought down in the name of Tzaddikim that when a 
person is aware of the goodness of HaKadosh Baruch Hu and he 
thanks Him and praises Him for them, immediately the will of Above 
is aroused and to perform more goodness for him, and they say in 
heaven: ‘Is this what is called good? Let us show him what goodness 
really is.’ And immediately they bestow manifold amounts of 
goodness upon him, and if he also thanks and praises, they again 
say in heaven they must show him true goodness and they will 
extend more goodness to him and the cycle continues. 
However, things are different when a person complains about his 
situation and he does not see the goodness that has extended from 
Hashem Yisbarach. Then they say in heaven that he has no faith that 
Hashem is good and does good, we will show him what bad really is 
rachmana litzlan. We find that harsh decrees befall the person and 
burrow into his heart, if he realizes that this is for his benefit to 
purify him from his sins, then he will thank and praise Hashem for 
them. It is self-evident that heaven will not leave him in his distress, 
for then he has prepared himself for good and they will say in 
heaven that if he realizes the nature of the goodness then it is 
appropriate to add on more revealed goodness, and he will be 
saved from his troubles. 
Based on what we have said we can explain by way of a hint the 
intent of the posuk (Tehillim 63:12) 'והמלך ישמך באלקים' – ‘But the 
king shall rejoice in Hashem’ that he is categorized as ‘king’, because 
of the merit of ‘rejoicing in Hashem’ – he is joyous with the 
Attribute of Justice of Hashem. 
Hashem Yisbarach should give us the ability to always recognize His 
goodness, and merit revealed kindness, and a כתיבה וחתימה טובה. 
       
 

והיה אם לא תשמע בקול ה' אלקיך לשמור לעשות את כל מצותיו 
: וחקתיו אשר אנכי מצוך היום ובאו עליך כל הקללות האלה והשיגוך

 )כח:טו(

But it will be that if you do not listen to the voice of Hashem, your 
G-d, to keep, to perform all His Commandments and all His 
decrees that I command you today, then all these curses will come 
upon you and overtake you. (28:15) 
This posuk is the beginning of the warning of the Torah for the 
punishment that will befall a person who does not keep the laws of 
the Torah and its statutes. It is appropriate to understand the 
meaning of the word 'והיה' - ‘and it will be’ mentioned in this posuk, 
Chazal have stated (Bereishis Rabbah 42:3) the word 'והיה' is only 
an expression of joy, and what joy can this Jewish person have who 
follows the arbitrariness of his feat chas v’chalila? 
Furthermore, it is known that when the four-letter Name of 
Hashem ]הוי"ה[ is used it denotes the character of mercy, yet here 
in the entire segment of the Tochacha – Rebuke – although the 
reading depicts the Attribute of Justice standing over us, still, the 
Name of הוי"ה Baruch Hu is used, and this is amazing, for what is 
the Name that depicts Mercy used at a time of Justice? We need to 
understand this. 
Perhaps the Torah intended to teach that although it is a time of 
the Attribute of Justice, still this extends from the Attribute of 
Mercy, the very judgment is completely kindness, however, it is 
hidden and not visible to the eye. But, the truth of the matter is 
that it is entirely mercy. This is why it states ''והיה  which denotes joy 
for a person is supposed to be happy when he sees suffering come 
upon him, and to know that it is coming for his benefit to erase his 
sins and ultimately benefit him. As it states (Mishlei 3:12):  כי את'

יאהב ה' יוכיח'אשר   – ‘For Hashem admonishes the one He loves’. 
Thus, Chazal state (Berachos 60b) ‘A person is obligated to bless G-
d for the bad just as he blesses G-d for the good’. What does it 
mean that ‘a person is obligated to bless G-d for the bad just as he 
blesses G-d for the good’? Rava said: This statement is needed only 
to teach us to accept misfortunes with joy.’ 
This is also the reason why the Name of ה"הוי  is used throughout 
the Tochacha, to teach that even the Attribute of Justice extends 
from the Attribute of Mercy. HaKadosh Baruch Hu is filled with 
mercy, and He only desires the benefit of the person, and even if 
He sees that the person must receive pain and aggravation to atone 
for his sin, He chooses the most lenient way to do this and helps the 
person according to his temperament and nature. 
We see similar instances many times in the Torah, when the Torah 
describes the punishment of the wicked it will mention within the 
narrative the Name ה"הוי , including those times when it describes 
the punishment of the wicked of the other nations as we see with 
the punishment that came upon the people of Sodom as it states 
(Bereishis 19:24) ואש מאת ה המטיר על סדם ועל עמורה גפרית "'והוי

 And Hashem had rained upon Sodom and Upon‘ -  מן השמים' ה"יוה
Amorah sulfur and fire, from Hashem, out of heaven.’ This posuk 
mentions ה"הוי  twice, to teach the greatness of His mercy even to 
these extremely wicked people. Also, when HaKadosh Baruch Hu 
punished the Egyptians at the Sea of Reeds it states (Shemos 14:27)    

את מצרים בתוך הים' ה"'וינער הוי  – ‘And Hashem stirred Egypt in the 
midst of the sea’, and Rashi explains that the suffering was coming 
to the Egyptians then and still the Name הוי"ה is mentioned. All this 
is to teach that mercy is blended with justice, for the purpose of 
suffering is only to refine the person. 
 


