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FROM BUTLER TO MENORAHFROM BUTLER TO MENORAHFROM BUTLER TO MENORAH   

 Although he initially forgot to put in a good word for Yosef, when Pharoah’s butler heard 

that his boss was having peculiar dreams, he came forward and advised Pharoah to seek 

Yosef’s take on his nightly visions. He told Pharoah how he had met Yosef in jail and how his 

interpretations of both his own and the baker’s dreams came to fruition just as predicted. 

While it a makes sense why he would give a lengthy introduction to Yosef, his opening words -  

‘es chata’ai ani mazkir ha’yom’  (I mention my sins today) - seems quite uncalled for.  Why 

should the sar ha’mashkin mention his guilt when trying to help Pharoah. This is even more 

difficult in light of the fact that Pharoah had either forgiven him, or realized that he was 

mistaken in jailing him in the first place. Moreover, the word ‘today’ seems completely out of 

place. 

 The Meshech Chochma suggests that the sar ha’mashkim reached an understanding 

which most of us fail to realize. On the surface, Pharoah had made a mistake in throwing him 

in jail when a fly landed in his cup of wine.  Later, he came to his senses and released him, 

restoring his loyal servant to his former position.  Yet, the sar ha’mashkim realized that there 

was more to it than this; if Pharoah’s reinstating him was the topic of his dreams as per 

Yosef’s interpretation, it must be that everything was by Divine decree.  Granted, he didn’t do 

anything wrong to Pharoah that was deserving of imprisonment, but it was Divinely ordained 

and he likely deserved it for some other wrongdoing.  All of this went through his head on that 

day, as he was about to tell Pharoah about Yosef. 

 The butler’s understanding should be an inspiration to us all.  When something bad 

happens, we are quick to play the blame game, getting upset with those who wronged us.  

Independent of legal recourse (which at times, should be encouraged), is the realization that 

whatever happened to us was the will of Hakadosh Boruch Hu, and it behooves us to 

contemplate, why? 

 Too often, we completely focus on the details of the situation - who, why, and how - and 

forget that all was ordained by the One who is really in control.  This works both ways too!  

Not that we don’t owe hakaras ha’tov to someone who has done us a favor or given us 

anything, but we must also realize that this too is from the Ribono shel Olam and we must 

thank Him for smiling upon us in these ways. Really, this is the avodah of Chanuka - to praise 

and thank Hakadosh Boruch Hu for everything. The Rambam seems to stress this, as he tells 

us that Chazal decreed an eight day festival of simcha and hallel, and then later introduces us 

to the obligation to recite hallel on Chanuka, as if he had not mentioned it previously. Likely, 

the first time the Rambam mentioned hallel, he meant praising Hashem, and not the liturgy we 

are accustomed to calling by that name.  These are days to praise Hashem, not just for the 

war and the miracles of the oil, but to focus on acknowledging Hashem’s role in all areas of 

our life. Let us learn from Yosef and the buttler Who is really in control. 

ז“ ת ש ע           מ ק ץפ ר ש ת              



 

   

LIGHTING ON EREV SHABBOS & MOTZEI SHABBOSLIGHTING ON EREV SHABBOS & MOTZEI SHABBOSLIGHTING ON EREV SHABBOS & MOTZEI SHABBOS   

 

 One who has to travel immediately after Shabbos for a mitzva and must therefore leave his home early (by foot), can make 

havdala (without the candle) as early as plag haMincha although it is still Shabbos. (See O.C. 293:3) Based on this halacha, the 

Orchos Chaim rules that in time of need (on a weekday), one can light his Menorah as early as plag. There are, however, dissenting 

opinions (Chida) and therefore it is preferable to light through a shaliach (an agent) at the proper time. (Shevet HaLevi)  Similarly, one 

faced with a choice of lighting either after plag or much later at night, should choose the latter option, relying on the opinion of the 

Rema, that nowadays, one can light the entire night. (Shevet HaLevi) 

 Regarding one who lights after plag, there is a dispute among the Acharonim as to how to calculate plag h’mincha. “Plag” is 

one and a quarter halachic hours (sha’os zemanios) before “nightfall”. Sha’os z’manios are calculated by dividing the total number of 

daylight hours by twelve. For example, in a day that begins at 6 am and ends at 9 pm, each halachic hour is 75 minutes and plag 

works out to 93 minutes and 45 seconds before nightfall. However, there is a dispute among the Acharonim regarding its calculation; 

according to the Gra and Ba’al HaTanya, the day is calculated from sunrise to sunset, whereas the Terumas Hadeshen divides the 

time between alos ha’shachar and tzeis ha’kochavim. Accordingly, the Terumas Hadeshen understands that plag is 1 1/4 halachic 

hours before tzeis ha’kochavim.` The Gra and Ba’al HaTanya however rule that plag ha’Mincha is one and a quarter halachic hours 

before shkiya. 

 According to those who calculate plag to be an hour and a quarter before tzeis ha’kochavim, this can result in desecrating 

Shabbos as plag often works out to be dangerously close to, and in some cases even after, shkiya. Our practice of lighting before this 

time can be explained in three ways: 

(1) We rely (at least for Erev Shabbos) on those opinions that calculate plag as one and a quarter [halachic] hours before shkiya. 

[Even in northern communities where the day is extremely short, this works out to at least 40 minutes before sunset.] 

(2) Lighting on Erev Shabbos is different. Faced with no other option, Chazal mandated that lighting Ner Chanuka on Erev 

Shabbos should occur close to the beginning of Shabbos. [See Teshuvos v’Hanhagos who, based on this, wants to suggest 

that one should accept Shabbos almost immediately following lighting the Menorah.] Indeed, many people are careful to try to 

daven mincha early on erev Shabbos Chanuka, so they can light the menorah closer to their acceptance of Shabbos. 

(3) By lighting close to Shabbos, it is clear that these lights are intended for Shabbos, and this alone is sufficient. (Rashba, and 

others; see Biur HaGra.) 
 

 Regarding motzei Shabbos, the Terumas Hadeshen writes that one should delay havdala until after lighting the Menorah 

since one should try to delay the end of Shabbos. Although the Beis Yosef quotes a dissenting opinion (the Avudraham), in Shulchan 

Aruch he rules like the Terumas Hadeshen. The Rema comments that if this is true in shul, then all the more so at home, since 

havdala was already recited in shul. This is the ruling of the Gra, Elya Rabba, and Magen Avraham. The Magen Avraham further 

argues that since he already said ‘atah chonantanu’ in Ma’ariv, he is permitted to do melacha. If however, he forgot to say it, he is 

prohibited from doing melacha and therefore cannot light his Menorah. Therefore, the Magen Avraham rules that one who forgot to 

recite ‘atah chonantanu’ should make havdala first. The Elya Rabba disagrees since this will result in an apparent change in custom 

from one year to the next. Instead he advises saying ‘Baruch ha’mavdil bein kodesh l’chol’ thereby permitting him to do minor 

activities. The Chayei Adam rules in accordance with the Elya Rabba. 

 The Taz, however, takes issue with the entire concept of pushing off the end of Shabbos. Furthermore, he reasons that since 

lighting a Menorah is a direct contradiction to the kedusha of Shabbos, delaying havdala doesn’t constitute delaying its end. The Pri 

Chadash and Maharal of Prague agree with the Taz. The Poskim write that in shul, one should not deviate from Shulchan Aruch and 

light Menorah first. At home, either practice is valid. (Pri Megadim, Mishna Berura) It seems that the prevalent custom in chutz 

la’aretz follows the opinion of the Taz. In Eretz Yisrael however, many follow the custom of the Gra and therefore light Ner 

Chanuka first. 

 

This halachic discussion is reprinted from the Rosh Kollel’s English commentary of Sefer Chayei Adam on 

hilchos Chanuka and Megilla -   Now available in PDF directly from the author    ( rabbi@torahkollel.com ) 

ט“ה  נפטר כח כסלו תשל“ר  משה ע“שלום  ב‘ נ ר“לע   
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