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Put your boots/shoes to the side, so no one will trip on them when they walk through the door.
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 This week's parsha, Parshas Terumah, 
discusses the various sacred items and 
objects which were used in the mishkan 
which Hashem meticulously described 
in detail to Moshe, and instructed 
him to set up in the wilderness. 
The Chizkuni here explains a very 
fascinating idea: both the brass altar 
and the Aron, the box plated on both 
sides with gold which held the luchos, 
the tablets of the ten commandments, 
and was the only object holy enough to 
be put inside the Kodesh Hakadoshim, 
the most holy place of the Mishkan, had 
poles on the sides of them to transport 
them. This was understandable, as 
the Jewish people in the wilderness 
were moving from place to place, and 
these objects, as well as the other 
items in the Mishkan, had to be fully 
portable and moveable as soon as the 
Jewish people were ready to move. 
However, when the people would 
encamp, and would set everything 
down, the poles of the altar were 
removed, whereas the poles of the 
Aron remained in place. Why is this? 
The Chizkuni explains to us that the 
reason for this was in fact sensitivity 
to people: that since the altar was in a 
place where people were admitted and 
were allowed to move around, if the 
poles would have remained in place, 
it would have inconvenienced others 
as they would have had a difficult time 
walking by. However, the Aron was in 
the Kodesh Kodashim, a place where 
people were forbidden to enter, except 
for the Kohen Gadol one time a year 
on Yom Kippur. Therefore, those poles 
remained in place, because they would 
not inconvenience anyone.
 We know that Chazal tell us that the 
Mishkan and all its components were 
designed with Ruach Hakodesh and 
based on Divine mysteries. Chazal 
tell us that Betzalel, who put together 
much of the Mishkan, “knew how to 
permute the letters with which heaven 
and earth were created.” Thus we see  
that the Mishkan and everything in it 
was deep and profound concepts. It 
is incredible, therefore, that where we 
would expect a mystical and mysterious 
reason for the removal or non-removal 
of the poles, we find something so 
simple as Hashem's concern not to 
inconvenience the Jewish people. All 
the more so we should learn from this 
for ourselves, about how to also be 
careful not to act in a way which could 
inconvenience others.
 The famous story goes, that there was 
once a man who desired to secretly 

observe what R' Yisrael Salanter, the 
founder of the Mussar movement, did on 
Erev Yom Kippur in preparation for the 
holy day. He was sure he would seclude 
himself and prepare with prayer and 
heartfelt supplication. He was therefore 
very surprised when he saw R' Yisrael 
enter the Ezras Nashim and take out a 
hammer. He went around from bench to 
bench, and wherever there was a nail 
sticking out of a bench, he hammered 
the nail in. When this man confronted 
the great rabbi about why this was so 
pressing for Erev Yom Kippur, R' Yisrael 
simply explained that the women put on 
their nicest dresses for Yom Tov and he 
didn't want anyone's dresses getting 
ripped or damaged because they got 
caught on a nail.
 The Torah is constantly teaching us of 
this sensitivity to others, of thinking 
of others and not only of yourself. The 
Torah tells us that when someone's 
donkey, even that of your enemy, 
falls under its load, you should come 
and help him raise it up. The Torah 
warns us against digging a hole in a 
public thoroughfare where people 
could accidentally fall in and hurt 
themselves. The Torah commands 
us to build a fence around one's roof, 
to ensure that nobody should fall 
down from there. The Torah does not 
expatiate someone who has killed 
someone mistakenly, but requires him 
to flee to cities of refuge. The Torah 
constantly tells us that we must take 
responsibility for what we directly or 
indirectly inconvenience others, and 
requires of us to think of others and 
put ourselves in their shoes.
 We are told, “you should not place a 
stumbling block before a blind person.” 
Obviously, the simple explanation of 
the words is true, but Chazal tell us 
the Torah here is saying more than 
just that we shouldn't throw a banana 
peel where a blind person is walking. 
This also refers to causing people to 
stumble by giving them bad advice or 
the like.
 We thus see that the point of all these 
laws is not only the actual literal aspect 
of not letting people fall, or damage, 
or hurt themselves, but in addition to 
this, a general Hashkafa of viewing the 
world through others' eyes, trying to 
see what could inconvenience or make 
life difficult for others, and a serious 
undertaking to avoid such situations, 
rather always making sure to do what 
is the best for fellow Jews.

What Is Worse—
Hidden or Exposed Animosity? 

One day, Shimon was surprised to 
come across the halachah that hatred 
in the heart is the basic prohibition of 
lo sisna. "Well," he figured, "if that is 
the case, then I was wrong to hold in 
my feelings. I would do better getting 
the hostility out of my system." The 
next time Shimon bumped into Mr. 
Friedman, he stopped him in the 
hallway and launched into a long, 
irate tirade about all the wrongs Mr. 
Friedman had done to him from the day 
that he moved in. By the time Shimon 
finished, they were no longer hidden 
rivals; they were out-right enemies. 

True, we are not allowed to harbor 
hatred in our hearts. In addition 
to the issur of lo sisna, feeling 
sinah, hatred, in one's heart for a 
Jew (without halachic justification) 
constitutes a violation of the mitzvah 
to love our fellow Jew (Vayikra 19:19). 
However, if we release that hatred in 
an unharnessed manner and express 
it by striking a person, whether 
physically or with words, or even deny 
him a favor because of our hatred, 
then according to many poskim we 
are all the more guilty of transgressing 
the issur of lo sisna, in addition to 
whatever other aveiros we committed 
along the way (such as lashon hara 
and other aveiros). On the other hand, 
in the case of a baal aveirah whom we 
are allowed to hate (as we will discuss 
later in this chapter), according to 
some opinions we are not permitted 
to hate him secretly while making 
an outward show of friendliness to 
him. Rather, we should show him our 
hatred openly. 
So, what are we to do — show hatred 
or keep it under wraps?

THE CODE OF
JEWISH CONDUCT

DO NOT INCONVENIENCE OTHERS

Rabbi Yitzchok Silver

CONTINUED NEXT WEEK...



Every day, 
Avrumi and 
his friends in 
the neighbor-
hood would 
walk to school 
t o g e t h e r . 
When they were 
younger, they had 
a carpool that took 
them to school. But now
that they were older, their
parents decided that they should 
walk to school. They told the boys 
that walking was good exercise. It 
wasn’t such a bad walk in the spring, 
but in the winter it could be a real 
drag. Luckily, this winter had been 
very mild and rained on most days.

Of all of his friends, Avrumi lived 
the farthest from the school, so he 
was the first one to start out each 
morning. Even though, at this time 
of day, the sky was just beginning to 
light up, he really didn’t mind walking 
the few blocks alone. This morning 
he was thinking about the science 
fair project that he was working on 
with some of his friends. Two blocks 
later, he picked up Sender, and they 
both walked the next three blocks 
to Yehoshua. Sender and Yehoshua 
were also in Avrumi’s group for the 
science fair, so while they walked, 
they talked about some of the things 
they needed to do. 

The last to be picked up were the 
twins, Sholom and Benzy. They 
always took a little longer to get 
ready, so the other boys stood in the 
middle of the sidewalk shmoozing, 
waiting for them to come outside.

Often, Mrs. Klein would come down 
the street wheeling Akiva in his 
carriage. Most of the time the boys 
would notice her and move to the 
side to let her pass. But this time, 
they were so engrossed in their 
conversation that they totally didn’t 
see her coming.  

Instead of asking the boys to move 
to the side, Mrs. Klein thought that 
she had enough room to go around 
them. What she didn’t realize was 
that it had rain heavily during the 
night, which had caused the soil 
next to the sidewalk to become very 

muddy. As she tried to pass them, 
the left wheels of the carriage got 
stuck in the mud.

The boys felt terrible when they 
realized what had happened.  “I’m 
really sorry, Mrs. Klein,“ Avrumi said. 
“I didn’t see you coming or I would 
have moved over. Please let me help 
you get the carriage out of the 
mud.”  

Avrumi tried to lift the 
carriage by himself, but 
the wheels were really 
stuck in the mud. Sender 
suggested that they could 
both try to lift it up.  He 
would take hold of the front 
and Avrumi would take hold 
of the handle. Because they were 
trying to avoid going into the mud 
themselves, Sender accidently 
moved the carriage in a way that 
pushed the front right wheel smack 
into the mud as well. What a mess!!

Sholom looked at his watch and 
said, “The bell is going to ring any 
minute. We have to do something 
fast.”  Just to add to the excitement, 
the baby woke up and started to cry 
hysterically.  

Benzy looked at the baby, then at the 
mud, and finally at Mrs. Klein. With a 
deep sigh, he walked into the mud, 
unstrapped the baby, and handed 
him to his mother. It was only then 
that he realized that the mud totally 
covered his shoes and the water 
was seeping through the hole in his 
shoes. Even his socks were soaked.
Since he was in the mud already, 
Benzy quickly figured out a plan of 
how to get the carriage back on dry 
land. “Now that the baby is out the 
the carriage, it will be much easier 
to get this out of the mud. Avrumi, 
you lift the handle and I’ll lift the 

front side. Sholom, you grab the 
right side and at the count of three, 
we’ll all lift up the carriage.”

Everyone sighed with relief, when 
the carriage came out of the mud 
and was placed on the sidewalk. 
The boys started to try to get some 
of the mud off the wheels, but Mrs. 
Klein said, “Thanks so much. You’re 

already late. Just go ahead. The 
mud will fall off as I walk.”

The boys started to run to 
school but realized that Benzy 
couldn’t run so fast because of 
all that mud on his shoes. The 

boys decided that even though 
they were late, they couldn’t 

desert their friend. So all five boys 
slowly walked the remaining block 
to school.

When they got to school, Benzy 
was relieved when Avrumi handed 
him a pair of old running shoes. 
“It’s hashgacha pratis that I brought 
these to school last week. I hate 
having to wear boots all day, so 
I brought these in so that I could 
change into them on a cold or snowy 
day.”  

“Thanks so much,” Benzy said. “I 
wasn’t looking forward to sitting in 
my wet, muddy shoes all day,” he 
said.

The next day, the daily routine 
started all over. Avrumi walked to 
Sender’s house, and then they both 
walked to pick up Yehoshua. Only 
this time, when they stopped to 
wait for the twins, they stood by the 
steps in order to let other people 
walk down the sidewalk, without 
causing any problems. They weren’t 
going to make the same mistake 
twice. 

It is so amazing how the our sages use what 
appears to be a small point to teach us the 
halachas of Ahavas Yisrael. Chizkuni writes 
that the poles of the brass altar were removed 
because the altar was located in a place where 
people had to pass and it would an inconvenient 
for a person to have to walk 
around the poles if they 
would be protruding. 

After Shacharis, Rabbi Eliyahu Dushnitzer, of the yeshiva in 
Petach Tikvah, would give a class in the Bais Medriash.  Before 

the class, he would warn his students not to stand in a  place where people 
have to pass by, so that they will be inconveniencing  someone else by 

making him walk a little extra.

When Rabbi Chaim Ozer Grodzenski was at Druskenik, a well-known 
health resort near Grodna, one of the residents offered to find him a 

suitable cottage.  Of the two available cottages, Rabbi Grodzenski preferred 
on and was about to rent it.  He hesitated, however, and said, “The cottage 
is very beautiful, there is one shortcoming. The living room is very far from 
the kitchen.  It is the maid who will be affected by the problem. Let us ask 

her opinion.
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TALES OF TZADDIKIM

HOW CAN I TRUST YOU?

RECOLLECTION OF CHESED NOTES GIVEN IN FROM OUR LAST CHESED JAR PROJECT :)

I HELPED MY FRIEND WITH 
HIS HOMEWORK.
-SHLOMO R.

I CLEANED UP MY MESS SO THAT MY MOTHER 
DOESN'T HAVE TO. -YISROEL C.

I HELPED MY FATHER TODAY.
- YISROEL C. R.

I SAID THANK YOU TO THE CASHIER.
-MOTTI R.

MY CLASSMATE LEFT HIS 
SNACK AT HOME, SO I SHARED 
MINE -YITZY C.

WEEKLY CHESED ACTION: 
PUT YOUR BOOTS/SHOES TO THE SIDE, SO NO ONE WILL TRIP ON THEM WHEN THEY WALK THROUGH THE DOOR. 


