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Dvar Torah 
The Tzaddik’s Sins and His Teshuva

“And if a soul shall sin” (Vayikra 5:1) 

The Rebbe Reb Melech of Lizhensk cites the 
understands our pasuk to be read as a question asked in astonishment: “How can a holy, lofty 
soul ever sin?” The Zohar understands the term 
Noam Elimelech reapplies this new reading of our 
so called “sins” are really fine, delicate transgressions over some good custom or stringency, 
rather than the gross violations of the wicked who transgress grave sins. A 
lofty souls described by the Zohar
and seized with trembling and fear over what he has done, as the 
Tzaddik asks himself how such a lofty, holy soul can sin!” In contrast the wicked sin, violating 
real laws and committing heinous crimes, yet they remain unmoved and undisturbed by their 
wicked behavior. A Tzaddik, however, sees even the slightest stringency and added measure 
as the strictest law, and thus, in his eyes, any misdeed is a grave sin and s
troubled over any perceived failings. It is as if he is now hearing live the very same oath that 
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יתבר	' בעזרת ה  

 

A Tzaddik, or righteous person, makes everyone else appear righteous 

before Hashem by advocating for them and finding their merits.

Kedushas Levi, Parshas Noach (Bereishis 7:1)Kedushas Levi, Parshas Noach (Bereishis 7:1)Kedushas Levi, Parshas Noach (Bereishis 7:1)Kedushas Levi, Parshas Noach (Bereishis 7:1)
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Teshuva 

“And if a soul shall sin” (Vayikra 5:1)  

The Rebbe Reb Melech of Lizhensk cites the Zohar HaKodosh
to be read as a question asked in astonishment: “How can a holy, lofty 

understands the term nefesh here to refer to a holy, lofty level. The 
reapplies this new reading of our pasuk and asks regarding 
” are really fine, delicate transgressions over some good custom or stringency, 

rather than the gross violations of the wicked who transgress grave sins. A 
Zohar, who transgresses even such a fine line, is greatly troubled 

and seized with trembling and fear over what he has done, as the Zohar
asks himself how such a lofty, holy soul can sin!” In contrast the wicked sin, violating 

eal laws and committing heinous crimes, yet they remain unmoved and undisturbed by their 
, however, sees even the slightest stringency and added measure 

as the strictest law, and thus, in his eyes, any misdeed is a grave sin and s
troubled over any perceived failings. It is as if he is now hearing live the very same oath that 
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HaKodosh (III:13), which 
to be read as a question asked in astonishment: “How can a holy, lofty 

here to refer to a holy, lofty level. The 
and asks regarding Tzaddikim, whose 

” are really fine, delicate transgressions over some good custom or stringency, 
rather than the gross violations of the wicked who transgress grave sins. A Tzaddik like those 

, who transgresses even such a fine line, is greatly troubled 
Zohar exclaimed, “The 

asks himself how such a lofty, holy soul can sin!” In contrast the wicked sin, violating 
eal laws and committing heinous crimes, yet they remain unmoved and undisturbed by their 

, however, sees even the slightest stringency and added measure 
as the strictest law, and thus, in his eyes, any misdeed is a grave sin and so he is greatly 
troubled over any perceived failings. It is as if he is now hearing live the very same oath that 
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his soul swore before birth that he should be a Tzaddik and act righteously (as described in 
Nidda 30b). 

n 

Story 
The Tzaddik’s Sins and His Teshuva 

The Chozeh of Lublin entered the Rebbe Reb Elimelech’s room and found the Tzaddik 
upset and in a very bad way. “Oy vey, what have I done?! Oy vey, what have I done!!!” cried 
the Rebbe Elimelech in anguish, again and again, over and over, weeping bitterly. 

The Chozeh of Lublin was distraught to find his Rebbe in such a state and inquired as to 
what could have caused the Tzaddik to be so upset – what had he done?  

“How can I not worry and be upset when a transgression has come my way and 
caused me to sin?!” the Rebbe Elimelech exclaimed.  

The Chozeh asked his master what possible sin could have come his way. Broken-
hearted, Rebbe Elimelech replied, “I interrupted the prayers by talking and conversing in idle 
matters!” and launched into a detailed explanation how once he had already begun the Hodu 
verses in Pesukei DeZimra, a sad woman of downtrodden spirit had come in crying her bitter 
heart out that her daughter was in the midst of labor and that they feared for her life. “And I 
interrupted to ask for her name and her daughter’s name and this is the sin! I talked and 
interrupted the prayers!” 

“But Rebbe,” the Chozeh tried to calm his Rebbe, “surely this is a matter of pikuach nefesh 
and matters of life and death push aside and overtake all others,” but this reasoning did 
nothing to stem the tide of tears nor to quell the Tzaddik’s pain. Rebbe Elimelech sighed that 
he had interrupted the tefilla. This continued until the Chozeh pointed out that in Hodu one is 
permitted to interrupt according to the Halocha because it precedes the berocha of Boruch 
She’omar according to the rite of Nusach Sefard which the Chassidim daven. This was no good 
either. “But,” cried the Noam Elimelech, “according to Nusach Ashkenaz it is still a transgression 
because there, Hodu follows Boruch She’omar and one is forbidden to interrupt!”  

In the end the Tzaddik, Rebbe Elimelech, remained inconsolable and was greatly 
distressed, remarking, “Halevai! I wish that my teshuva would be accepted!!!”  

 The Chozeh concluded this story with the following observation: “We must learn 
from this just how much we must fear sin and how much we should really worry over even 
some small, seemingly insignificant transgression, and to do teshuva before Hashem!” (Ohel 
Elimelech 294) 

nnn 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

“The gates of heaven opened up and I saw G-dly visions, the Creator of the four corners of the 
earth, and I gazed and meditated upon that which I had permission to, and began to explain at the 
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beginning of Hashem’s holy words” Ohr HaChaim, Bereishis 
 

Praises For The Holy Ohr HaChaim HaKodosh 

Moshiach of his Generation 

Rav Pinchas Koritzer said that studying the Ohr HaChaim is a segula for the neshoma 
like the Zohar, because Rav Chaim ben Attar had the soul of Moshiach in his generation just as 
Rav Shimon bar Yochai had in his own generation. (Eden Tzion 42) 

n 

Like Dwarves  

Rav Sholom Teomim writes: “The Ohr HaChaim’s Torah shines as strong as the sun at 
high noon, and illuminates all the supernal worlds and heavenly realms! This is because the 
Ohr HaChaim merited understanding and grasping the true depth of the light in our holy 
Torah, and we are like dwarves who ride on the shoulders of this giant! (Ohr HaTorah) 

n 

Transformed into Someone New 

 “I remember that I was just a young man,” testified Rav Avrohom Dovid of 
Buczacz, “when I first began to study the Torah of the Ohr HaChaim and I felt that I was 
transformed into a new person! His lofty kedusha permeates his entire holy sefer.” (Imros 
Tzaddikim Sanz) 

nn 

The Holy Lights Of The Ohr Hachaim 

Odom ki yakriv mikem korban Lashem – “If a person should offer a sacrifice from among you to 
Hashem” (1:2). 

The Medium Through Which Moshe Came Close to Hashem 

The Ohr HaChaim explains that when Bnei Yisrael saw how Moshe was chosen from 
among them all to be the one who was selected as spokesman, and they observed the great 
honor and glory bestowed upon Moshe to draw him close to the Shechina, they realized that 
the reason for this was because of Bnei Yisrael – in their merit and on their behalf was Moshe 
chosen [rather than on his own merit]. This is how the Ohr HaChaim reads our pasuk: Odom ki 
yakriv – “If a person is chosen to be drawn close to the Shechina” – mikem – “because of you 
and your merit is the reason that he is selected to be drawn close”. This can be proven, says 
the Ohr HaChaim, because for some thirty-eight years that Bnei Yisrael were distanced from 
Hashem because of the sins of the Eigel (Golden Calf) and the Meraglim (Spies), for that 
duration, Hashem did not speak with Moshe either. (Only afterward, when Bnei Yisrael and 
Hashem were reconciled, did Hashem speak with Moshe, proving that the reason for speaking 
to Moshe at all was because of Bnei Yisrael.) 

n 

Kiruv Rechokim – the Deeper Korban Lashem 

Our pasuk also hints at the idea that all great leaders should draw the hearts of Bnei 
Yisrael close to Hashem and to His avoda. This closeness is called a Korban Lashem [the word 
Korban is derived from the word korov – meaning “close” or “near”].  
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The Ohr HaChaim explains that when a person sins, this separates him from dveikus and 
cuts off the attachment between a Yid and his Father in Heaven. Devorim 4:4 teaches that we 
should be dveikim (attached) to Hashem, yet sin detaches and separates us, cutting us off from 
Hashem. Sin distances us from Hashem.  

Hashem is upset about this and desires our closeness to Him. He therefore commanded 
that those who are distant should be drawn back close to Him, and rebuked and chastised for 
their misdeeds in order that they should return and reattach themselves to Hashem.  

Hashem even punishes whoever looks away and attempts to ignore his children who 
have gone astray. The proof of this, says the Ohr HaChaim, is the reward promised to those 
who work in kiruv and actively work to draw Hashem’s children back, as the Tanna in Avos 
Chapter 5 says: “Whoever gives merit to the masses – no sin shall come to him”. Hashem 
guards him from mistakes; the Ohr HaChaim says that this is a faithful proof.  

 Thus, the Ohr HaChaim says, Odom ki yakriv mikem – If an Odom, an important 
person, will draw close those who are the most lowly from among you, and bring back those 
who sinned, those who made mistakes and strayed, and distancing themselves and cutting 
themselves off from Hashem and dveikus, this drawing them close and bringing them back is 
called a Korban – an offering to Hashem, an offering of closeness, a sacrifice of nearness, of 
bringing wayward, distanced children back to their Father, of bringing the wild saplings back 
to their holy roots. Such a person who is engaged in kiruv rechokim need never offer any other 
offerings – neither vows nor gifts (neder or nedova), neither sin nor guilt offerings (chatos or 
oshom), because, as Pirkei Avos teaches, whoever works in kiruv and brings merit to the masses 
– no sin befalls him. For if there are no mistakes there is no need for korbonos. Furthermore, 
the Ohr HaChaim emphasizes that any person can do this and draw the masses back to 
Hashem, not just great Tzaddikim. This is our Korban to Hashem, offering His children back to 
Him. 

n n n 

  הילולא

The anniversary of the petira of a Tzaddik is known as a Hilula, which means “A Day of Joy”. 

One of the tools that Kabbola teaches is to connect to a Tzaddik (righteous person). 
The method to connect to a Tzaddik is to adopt the following ritual: 

1) Learn the anniversary of his petira or, if this information is not available, the days of 
Erev Rosh Chodesh, Rosh Chodesh and the fifteenth day of the Hebrew month can be utilized 
for a connection. 

2) Light a twenty-five-hour candle in his or her honor. There is no specific berocha. 
Some say the following: This candle is being lit in the merit of ______________. 

Others say that it is the custom within Klal Yisrael to light a yahrzeit candle on the day 
that a relative or a Tzaddik has passed away. The lighting has no accompanying blessing, and 
people would like to express themselves in a tefilla when lighting the candle. This is not only 
true on a yahrzeit but on every Yom Tov as well. 

The author of the Pele Yo’etz, Rav Eliezer Papo (1785–1828), did in fact compose such a 
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tefilla. Rav Papo was the Rav of the city of Selestria in Bulgaria. Bulgaria was a part of the 
Ottoman Empire at the time. The 
as a public service. 

Hebrew Tefilla for Lighting a Yahrzeit or Hilula Candle

  ]ד"ד כמוֹ א עָ צֵ יֵ ת וַ ַ ָר ל �ָ 	 עַ 

____________ יק ִד צַ הַ / י ִת ָר 
 ְ!ַרֲחִמי% ְֶ#ַקֵ!ל, ֲאבוֵֹתינ� ֵוא�ֵהי

ל (ֹ ה הַ יֶ ְה יִ ה וְ ְ!ַמֲעֶ)  ֵ!י', ְ!ִדי!�ר
 �/ י ִמ ִא / י בִ ל *ה ֶ מָ ָ נְ � חַ ר
� .י%יִ חַ ר הַ רוֹ צְ ת !ִ רוֹ ר

Translation: 

Behold I am lighting this lamp for the resting and uplifting of the soul of my father/my 
mother/the Tzaddik _______ the son/daughter of ______________. May it be Your will 
before you, Hashem, our G-d and the G
in thought, speech or action be done for a merit and a resting and an elevation of the souls of 
your nation Yisrael. It should be especially for the soul of my father/mother/the 
_____. May it be Your will that their souls be bound in the bond of life.

3) Learn about the person including history, culture, writings and teachings.

4) Study some of his teaching or writings.



Y GEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSER
YAHRZEITS BEGINNING 

http://www.chinuch.org/gedolim_yahrtzeit/

Biographical information and yahrzeits 

+ 6666
thththth
    of of of of NissanNissanNissanNissan ~ Begins Mo

� Rav Shmuel Yehuda Katzenellenbogen

Maharam Padua), Rav Shmuel was born in Padua. He served on the 

became Rav of the city and headed its 

also called Shteim Esrei Derashos

Mintz, (5357/1597); 

� Rav Yaakov Temerlis. Born in Worms, he traveled to Lublin and then Kremenitz, Poland. 

Late in life, he moved to Vienna. His 

kabbalistic commentary on the 

� Rav Chaim Abulafya, born in 

1744), known as a miracle worker, (5504/1744);

� Rav Aharon ben Rav Shmuel Yaakov Roth, 

Shomer Emunim, Toldos Aharon

(5707/1947); 

� Rav Hillel ben Rav Zev Tzvi 
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of the city of Selestria in Bulgaria. Bulgaria was a part of the 
re at the time. The tefilla of the Pele Yo’etz is reproduced and translated below, 

Hebrew Tefilla for Lighting a Yahrzeit or Hilula Candle 

	 עַ עֵ א יוֹ לֶ �ֶ ל הַ עַ !ַ ' ִמ גֵ מָ / הַ לֶ ר אֶ פֶ סֵ ת !ַ ,צַ ְמ 
 

ָר י מוֹ ִמ ִא / י בִ ת *מַ ְ י נִ יל�עִ לְ ת �חַ נ�ְמ ה לִ ר זֶ 
ֵוא�ֵהי ֶא�ֵקינ� 'ה י2נֶ פָ לְ ' ִמ צוֹ י ָר ִה יְ  ,____________

ְ!ִדי!�ר ֵ!י', ְ!ַמַחָָבה ֵ!י', עוֶֹ)ה ֶ,ִני ַהטוֹב 
פֶ נֶ ט לְ ָר פְ !ִ �, לאֵ ָר ְ) יִ  2ְמ ת עַ מוֹ ָ נְ י לִ יל�עִ לְ 

ר�% צְ יהֶ תֵ וֹ פְ ה נַ נָ יֶ ְה ִ# ֶ  'צוֹ י ָר ִה יְ . ____________

Behold I am lighting this lamp for the resting and uplifting of the soul of my father/my 
_______ the son/daughter of ______________. May it be Your will 

d and the G-d of our forefathers, that all my good deeds whether 
in thought, speech or action be done for a merit and a resting and an elevation of the souls of 

nation Yisrael. It should be especially for the soul of my father/mother/the 
_____. May it be Your will that their souls be bound in the bond of life. 

Learn about the person including history, culture, writings and teachings.

is teaching or writings.                        See more at: www.yeshshem.com/hilulah.htm



GEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSER    Z

BEGINNING MOTZAI SHABBOS VAYIKRA
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Biographical information and yahrzeits compiled by Reb Manny Saltiel and www.anshe.org

Motzai Shabbos (Apr 1
st
) 

Rav Shmuel Yehuda Katzenellenbogen (1521–1597). The son of Rav Meir of Padua (the 

), Rav Shmuel was born in Padua. He served on the Bais Din

of the city and headed its Yeshiva. His sefer, Derashos Rav Shmuel Yehuda

Shteim Esrei Derashos, is sometimes erroneously named 

. Born in Worms, he traveled to Lublin and then Kremenitz, Poland. 

Late in life, he moved to Vienna. His seforim include Sifra DiTzniyusa DeYaakov

kabbalistic commentary on the Torah, (5428/1668); 

, born in Chevron, Rav of Tzefas, Izmir (Turkey), Teverya (1660

1744), known as a miracle worker, (5504/1744); 

Rav Shmuel Yaakov Roth, mechaber of the sefer Shomer Emunim

Toldos Aharon and Toldos Avrohom Yitzchok dynasties come from him, 

Rav Zev Tzvi HaKohen Klein, buried in Brooklyn’s Washington Cemetery, 

of the city of Selestria in Bulgaria. Bulgaria was a part of the 
is reproduced and translated below, 

ְמ נִ ה הַ ילָ פִ ְ# [

ר זֶ יק נֵ לִ ְד י מַ ינִ ֵר הַ  
____________ת !ַ /'!ֵ 

 ַמֲעֶ)ה ָ(ל �ְבָרצוֹ'
לְ ת �חַ נ�ְמ לְ ת �כ�זְ לִ 
____________יק ִד צַ 

Behold I am lighting this lamp for the resting and uplifting of the soul of my father/my 
_______ the son/daughter of ______________. May it be Your will 

d of our forefathers, that all my good deeds whether 
in thought, speech or action be done for a merit and a resting and an elevation of the souls of 

nation Yisrael. It should be especially for the soul of my father/mother/the Tzaddik 

Learn about the person including history, culture, writings and teachings. 

www.yeshshem.com/hilulah.htm 
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1597). The son of Rav Meir of Padua (the 

Bais Din of Venice and 

Derashos Rav Shmuel Yehuda, 

, is sometimes erroneously named Derashos Mahari 

. Born in Worms, he traveled to Lublin and then Kremenitz, Poland. 

Sifra DiTzniyusa DeYaakov, a 

r (Turkey), Teverya (1660–

sefer Shomer Emunim. The 

dynasties come from him, 

Klein, buried in Brooklyn’s Washington Cemetery, 
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(5686/1926); 

� Rav Meir ben Yaakov Schiff, the Maharam Schiff (some sources say the 21st of Adar), 

(5401/1641); 

� Rav Tzvi Hirsch of Koristchover, a talmid of the Ba’al Shem Tov; 

� Rav Meir Don Plotsky (Plotzki) of Warsaw (1866–1928), the son of Rav Chaim Yitzchok 

Ber Plotzker from Kutno, a Chassid of Rav Chanoch Henich of Alexander, and then of the 

Sfas Emes of Ger. At the age of nine, Rav Meir Don was sent to learn in the Yeshiva of Rav 

Chaim Eliezer Wachs, the Nefesh Chaya, in Kalisch. Shortly before his bar mitzva, he 

became a talmid of Rav Avrohom of Sochotchov, the Avnei Nezer, whom he considered his 

lifelong Rebbe Muvhok. He married at the age of fifteen and spent the next ten years in 

Dvohrt with his in-laws. In 1891, he became Rav in Dvohrt. Later he helped expose the 

forged Yerushalmi on Kodshim, claimed to be discovered by Shlomo Yehuda Friedlander, 

who also claimed he was a Sefardi named Shlomo Yehuda Algazi. At the age of thirty-six, 

he published his work on the Sefer HaMitzvos of the Rambam, called Chemdas Yisrael. In 

1918, he became Rav of Ostrov-Mozbaisk in eastern Poland. He was voted chairman of 

Agudas HoRabbonim of Poland, a prelude to Agudas Yisrael. At the age of sixty, he left 

Rabbonus to head a large Yeshiva in Warsaw, known simply as the Mesivta. Rav Meir Don 

also authored Kli Chemda on Chumash and Chemdas Shlomo on Orach Chaim, 

(5688/1928). 

+ 7777
thththth
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nd
) 

� Rav Yitzchok of Drovitch (Drohobich). He was the father of Rav Yechiel Michel, the 

Maggid of Zlotschov. In later years, Rav Yitzchok served as the official Maggid or 

Mochiach (admonisher) and Dayan in the Bais Din of Brod at the time when Rav Yitzchok 

of Hamburg was serving as the town’s Rav. Rav Yitzchok’s name is specifically attached to 

Drovitch, a town that lies forty miles south of Lelov and today is a major petroleum-refining 

center. Like many towns in this region, the town switched nationalities periodically during 

its history, starting off as a Ukrainian village, before becoming part of Galicia. In the 

fourteenth century Drovitch became Polish, when King Kazimierz annexed Galicia to 

Poland; then Austria seized the town in 1772 during a partition of Poland. Poland grabbed it 

back for twenty years just before World War II and today it is once more under Ukrainian 

control – minus its Jewish population. In 1939, Drovitch had about ten thousand Poles, ten 

thousand Ukrainians and fifteen thousand Jews. [Hamodia 2006 says 1744], (5518/1758); 

� Rav Pinchas Zelig, Rav of Lask and mechaber of Ateres Paz, (5430/1670); 

� Rav Arye Leib Yelin of Bialystok, mechaber of Yefeh Einayim, (5644/1884); 

� Rav Arye Yehuda Leib Epstein (Leibush II) of Oztrov (1852–1928), son of Rav Yechiel 

Chaim of Oztrov and grandson of Rav Aryeh Yehuda Leib HaLevi (Leibush HaGodol), 

founder of the Oztrov dynasty. In his early teens, he married Rebbetzin Draizel, who herself 

learned Gemora and personally tested their five sons. Rav Leibush succeeded his father as 

Rebbe in 1888. His most famous follower was Rav Meir Yechiel HaLevi Halshtok of nearby 

Ostrovtza. Rav Leibush was succeeded by his oldest son, Rav Avrohom Shlomo, who in 

turn was followed by his son, Rav Moshe Yechiel HaLevi Epstein (the Aish Dos of Oztrov, 

1890–1971). Save for its 350-year-old cemetery, nothing remains today of the town of 

Oztrov. [Hamodia says 1914], (5688/1928); 

� Dr. Moshe Wallach, founder of Shaarei Tzedek hospital, (5717/1957). 
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rd
) 

� Rav Eliyohu ben Binyomin Wolf Shapiro MiPrague, the Eliyohu Rabba on Shulchon 

Aruch, and Eliya Zuta on the Levush to Orach Chaim. He was a talmid of the Mogen 

Avrohom in his youth, (5420–5472/1660–1712); 

� Rav Eliyohu HaKodosh of York, Rabbeinu Yom Tov, and several other British Tosafists, 

who perished at Clifford’s Tower, during the Crusades. This is where the Cherem of York, 

forbidding Jews from ever sleeping in the City of York overnight, started, (4950/1190); 

� Rav Mordechai ben Rav Dov Ber Shapira of Neshchiz (1740–1800). Descended from the 

Maharal of Prague and Don Yitzchok Abarbanel, Rav Mordechai was a talmid of Rav 

Yechiel Michel of Zlotschov. His sayings were collected in Rishpei Eish. He was succeeded 

by his son, Rav Yitzchok of Neshchiz, (5560/1800); 

� Rav Yechiel Michel ben Rav Aharon Tukachinsky (Tikochinsky), Rosh Yeshiva of Eitz 

Chaim in Yerushalayim (1872 [or 1874]–1955). He authored many seforim relating the 

halachic observance in the Land and State of Israel (including Sefer Eretz Yisrael, Sefer 

HaShemita, Ir HaKodesh V’HaMikdosh, and others. He authored Gesher HaChaim on the 

laws of mourning, [also listed under the 25th of Teves], (5715/1955). 

+ 9999
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    of of of of NissanNissanNissanNissan ~ Begins Tuesday Night (Apr 4

th
) 

� Rav Yosef Yoska (Yozfe) ben Rav Pinchus Han Norlingen, mechaber of Yosef Ometz, 

(5397/1637); 

� Rav Yaakov Tzvi Yalish (Yolles) of Dinov, the Melo HaRo’im {Malei Roim} (1778–1825). 

He was born in Premeshyl, but moved in with his grandfather, the Rav of Mezhibuzh, after 

his mother passed away at an early age. He was a Chassid of the Chozeh of Lublin, and also 

authored Kol Yaakov (on Torah and Nach). Dinov is a town 175 miles SSE of Warsaw, in 

the Lvov district. Jews are first noted in 1552. The Dinov Chassidic dynasty was started by 

Rav Tzvi Elimelech Shapira. By 1880, the Jewish population stood at 1,241 (total 2,784). 

Most of the Jews left Dynów for Czechoslovakia, Hungary and Austria at the outbreak of 

World War I, returning four years later to find the town virtually destroyed. On September 

15, 1939, an SS unit arrived and rounded up three hundred men and shot them in the forest. 

The Great Synagogue was burned to the ground on the same day. The rest of the Jews were 

expelled to Soviet-held territory. Some 200–250 survived the war, most in the Soviet Union. 

Rav Yaakov Tzvi served as Rav in Dinov, and later of two other cities, but decided to devote 

himself to full-time learning and left Rabbonus. He also authored Bais Va’ad LaChachomim 

on the history of the Tano’im and Amoro’im, Emes Le’Yaakov on Torah, Chinuch Bais 

Yehuda (named for his grandfather) on Chanuka, Parshas Derochim Zuta, and his most 

famous sefer, Melo HaRo’im, (5585/1825); 

� Rav Arye Leib ben Rav Binyomin Benish Levin, the Tzaddik from Yerushalayim, 

Mashgiach, Yeshiva Eitz Chaim (1885–1969). Immigrated to Eretz Yisrael in 1905, 

(5729/1969); 

� Rav Chaim Meir Hager, the Imrei Chaim (1887–1972). Son of Rav Yisrael of Vizhnitz, he 

became the son-in-law of Rav Zev of Rachmistrivka. In 1910, he became Rav of Wilhovitz. 

After World War II, he moved to Eretz Yisrael and established Kiryat Vizhnitz in Bnei Brak, 

where he rebuilt Chassidus Vizhnitz as Rebbe for thirty-five years, (5732/1972). 
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+ 10101010
thththth
    of of of of NissanNissanNissanNissan ~ Begins Wednesday Night (Apr 5

th
) 

� Ritual for the tenth of Nissan: This is the day to take control of your lamb. This mitzva is 

not considered practicable since the destruction of the Bais HaMikdosh. It also only applies 

within Eretz Yisrael. The Mekubolim do this action as least once in their lifetime. 

� Miriam HaNevia, the sister of Moshe and Aharon. After she passed away, the Well of 

Miriam stopped giving water until Moshe again hit the rock, even though Hashem told him 

to speak to the rock, (1270 B.C.E. some say 1272 B.C.E.); 

� Rav Betzalel HaKohen, Rav of Vilna, mechaber of Mareh Kohen and Shu”t Reishis 

Bikkurim. [Note: a sefer by the same name was written by Rav Dov Ber Baruchoff of 

Congregation Beth Israel in Malden, MA; niftar Pesach 1939], (5638/1878) [Hamodia says 

11th of Nissan]; 

� Rav Sholom Mashash, Sefardi Rav of Yerushalayim, (1909–2003). Born in the Moroccan 

city of Meknes, a city of Torah known as the Yerushalayim of Morocco, Rav Sholom 

learned under Rav Meir Toledano until the age of fourteen. His father then sent him to learn 

under the great sage Rav Yitzchok Sabag. Writing in his sefer, Tevu’as Shemesh, Rav 

Sholom declares, “The fact that I was able to grow in Torah may be credited to my father, 

who did not yield to the pressures and offers that I pursue lucrative positions in 

banks…Thus, all the credit for my Torah learning is his, too.” His other main mentor was 

his relative from both his paternal and maternal sides, Rav Yehoshua Birdugo, the Ra’avad 

of Meknes. In 1960, with the petira of the chief Rav and Dayan of Casablanca, Rav Dovid 

Ibn Sussan, Rav Sholom became its Ra’avad and chief Rav, serving there for thirty years. In 

1978, he moved to Eretz Yisrael to take the position as chief Sephardi Rav of Yerushalayim. 

He was niftar on Shabbos HaGodol 5763, (5763/2003). 

+ 11111111
thththth
    of of of of NissanNissanNissanNissan ~ Begins Thursday Night (Apr 6

th
) 

� Rav Moshe ben Nachman, the Ramban, (1194 or 95–1270), was born a scion of a 

renowned rabbinical family, in Gerona, Spain, where he remained most of his life. He is 

known as a Talmudist, Mekubol, halachist, and a commentator on holy books. Commonly 

spoken of as the Ramban (after the initials in his name), or as Nachmanides, he was a talmid 

of the Ramah (Rabbeinu Meir HaLevi Abulafia), and was described by the Ari HaKodosh as 

the last of the ancient Kabbalistic school, who received direct transmission of the mystical 

secrets that were later concealed. The Rivash (Rav Yitzchok ben Sheshet Perfet) wrote of 

him: “All his words are like sparks of fire, and the entire community of Castille relies upon 

his halachic ruling as if given directly from Hashem to Moshe Rabbeinu.” His mentors in 

Kabbola were Rav Ezra and Rav Ezriel, both of Gerona. He also studied medicine, which 

he practiced professionally, as well as languages and physics. The Ramban authored the 

Milchemos Hashem on the Rif Alfasi against the critique of Ba’al HaMa’or and Ravad; he 

also wrote a work defending the Bahag against the Rambam’s criticisms of his classification 

of mitzvos; and he wrote the famous Iggeres HaRamban (see below). He also penned an 

account of his public disputation in Barcelona with the convert Pablo Christiani in 1263. 

After the disputation, the Ramban sojourned in Castille of Provence, where he began 

writing his monumental Torah Commentary, unique in that it not only interprets the 

pesukim, but also analyzes the topics, presenting them from a Torah perspective. The 

Ramban’s commentary on Chumash is multi-dimensional, including all methods of 
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interpretation from simple pshat to esoteric Kabbola. He held that the mitzva of settling 

Eretz Yisrael applies even today and in 1267, at the age of seventy-two, after a difficult 

journey and much suffering, he settled there himself, in Acco, a Torah center at that time. 

He gathered around him a circle of talmidim. The Ramban spent Rosh HaShana in 

Yerushalayim, which was in a deplorable condition as a result of the havoc wrought by the 

Crusaders. He designated a desolate house as a shul, and brought in a Torah scroll from 

Shechem. In this shul, he gave a derosha on the laws of Shofar, and exhorted the inhabitants 

of Eretz Yisrael to be exceedingly careful that their actions be righteous, for they were like 

servants in the king’s palace. With Rambam’s help, the Jewish community in Yerushalayim, 

which had all but ceased to exist, began its revival. He passed away in the Holy Land in 

1270. Various opinions place Ramban’s burial site at Chevron, near the Cave of Machpela; 

Haifa; Acco; or Yerushalayim, (5030/1270); 

� Rav Yeshaya Horowitz, mechaber of Shnei Luchos HaBris (Shela HaKodosh) (1560–

1630), born in Prague, where he became chief Rav. In his later years, he moved to Eretz 

Yisrael and became the chief Rav of Yerushalayim, (5390/1630); 

� Rav Shlomo Zalman Lipschitz, Chemdas Shlomo, (5599/1839); 

� This date is the birthday of the seventh Chabad Rebbe, Rav Menachem Mendel 

Schneersohn. 

+ 12121212
thththth
    of of of of NissanNissanNissanNissan ~ Begins Friday Night (Apr 7

th
) 

� Rav Shlomo Zalman Lifshitz, Rav of Warsaw, mechaber of Chemdas Shlomo [11th of 

Nissan according to Yated 2007]. Rav Shlomo was born in Posen, which was part of Poland 

at the time. Posen was a Torah metropolis for centuries. Its Rabbonim included the 

Maharsha, the Maharal and the Levush. (Rav Akiva Eiger would serve Posen, beginning in 

1815.) Rav Shlomo learned under the son-in-law of the Noda bi’Yehuda, known as Yosef 

HaTzaddik, who was the Rav in Posen, for twenty-five years until his passing in 1801. After 

being supported by his father-in-law for twenty-two years, he took up the yoke of Rabbonus 

in about 1804. He was about forty years old at the time. His first position was in Nashlask, 

Poland. After fifteen years in Nashlask, Rav Shlomo moved to the Warsaw neighborhood of 

Praga, and in 1819 he became the first chief Rav of Warsaw, which boasted five thousand 

Jewish families and was the largest and wealthiest kehilla in Poland. An official 1826 

census found that 2,500 talmidim were studying in 215 chadorim. However, an 1827 

government report estimated that 25 percent of Polish Jews had no livelihood. After serving 

as Rav of Warsaw for twenty-five years, Rav Shlomo fell ill and passed away. Rav Shlomo 

was survived by his son, Rav Yoel, from his first marriage. (From Yated 2007. Main source: 

MiGedolei HaChassidus, Rav Avrohom Yitzchok Bromberg. Hotza’as Bais Hillel, 

Jerusalem 5742), (5599/1839); 

� Rav Menachem Mendel of Bar, talmid of the Ba’al Shem Tov, (5525/1765); 

� Rav Shimshon Dovid Pincus, (1944–2001). Born to Rav Avrohom Chaim and Chava 

Pincus in the United States, he learned at Brisk in Yerushalayim. He married Chaya Mindel, 

daughter of Rav Mordechai Man, Rosh Yeshiva of Kenesses Chizkiyohu, and continued his 

studies in Bnei Brak. Then, in 1981, upon the request of the Steipler Gaon and Rav Shach, 

he moved to the Negev to start up the community at Ofakim. He was killed in a car accident 

along with his wife and daughter, (5761/2001). 
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Y HILLULA DE’THILLULA DE’THILLULA DE’THILLULA DE’TZADDIKAZADDIKAZADDIKAZADDIKA Z 

WHAT’S BEHIND YAHRZEIT MEANINGS & CUSTOMS 
The Maharil, in Hilchos Taanis, teaches us that the reason why there is a custom to visit 

the Bais hachaim on a fast is because “this place is the resting place of the Tzaddikim and is 
therefore sanctified, pure and holy and our tefillos are more readily heard, accepted and 
answered when davened on holy ground. When you daven there, do not make requests of the 
dead who are buried there; rather ask Hashem to answer you mercifully in their merit. Then 
circle around the graves and donate charity before reciting tefillos.” 

בית הקברות הוא מקו� מנוחת הצדיקי� ומתו	 כ	 הוא מקו� קדוש וטהור התפילה נתקבלה 
ת שית� עליו רחמי� בזכות “א	 יבקש מהשי, י� מגמתו נגד המתי�א	 אל יש, ש� יותר

.וית� צדקה קוד� שיאמר התחינות, ויקי� הקברות, הצדיקי� שוכני עפר  
The Zohar in VaYeira page 71 teaches us that if we suffer any calamity or tragedy we have 

the custom to go and daven at the kevorim of Tzaddikim. The reason for this is that we approach 
them with fasting, remorse and repentance, and we have in mind that the departed souls ask and 
daven for us before Hashem on High, as opposed to the prohibition against speaking to the dead 
which is an idolatrous practice where the idol worshippers sought out the impure dead souls and 
bodies using sorcery and witchcraft. Instead, beseech our Tzaddikim who, in gan eden, are truly 
alive, and ask through tefilla and fasting and teshuva alone. 

 

Y GEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEMGEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEMGEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEMGEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEM Z    

 STORIES & ANECDOTES 

Rav Aharon Ben Shmuel Yaakov RothRav Aharon Ben Shmuel Yaakov RothRav Aharon Ben Shmuel Yaakov RothRav Aharon Ben Shmuel Yaakov Roth,    6666
thththth
    of of of of NissanNissanNissanNissan    

Rav Ahrele – Founder of Shomer Emunim and Toldos Aharon 

A Tzaddik, a Kanno’i and an Ohev 
Yisrael 

Rav Ahrele Roth, founder of 
Chassidus Shomrei Emunim, came to 
Yerushalayim in 1925. He was known for 
his fervent and emotional style of tefilla. In 
Satmar, Hungary, at the time, he was 
viewed as being inordinately intense, and 
became somewhat of a curiosity. Such was 
his manner of conducting himself that the 
talmidim from the Satmar Yeshiva were 
banned from visiting or even laying eyes on 
him. It is said that he often had to change 
his shirt up to three times during Shabbos-
morning tefillos. He often stretched out the 
davening to four or five hours, such was his 

intensity. [I have read that he instituted the 
practice that all the shuls in Europe in 
which his Chassidim davened were 
forbidden to light the fires in the warming 
ovens during the cold winter days. He 
instructed that his Chassidim’s tefillos 
should be sufficient to warm them up and 
keep them from freezing. They say that the 
windows of such shuls glistened with 
condensation due to the intense heat 
generated inside them despite the lack of 
ovens to heat them!] When he moved to 
Yerushalayim in 1925 he had decided to 
become a sofer (a scribe), but his teacher 
quickly realized that this was no ordinary 
human being and, soon after, Rav Ahrele 
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Roth founded Shomrei Emunim.  

On one occasion at a simcha, the 
Rebbe was dancing fervently in the middle 
of a circle. Amidst his ecstasy he opened his 
eyes, and noticed a man with a disturbed 
face, perhaps a Misnagged (opponent of 
Chassidim), looking on with contempt. Rav 
Ahrele broke the circle, took the man by the 
hand, and began to dance. A circle, once 
again, formed around, and Rav Ahrele 
looked up into the man’s eyes. The man 
was shaken by this look, and almost lost his 
equilibrium. But just then he began to feel 
the niggun resonate. As the dancing 
became more intense, this seemingly 
unhappy fellow was visibly transformed, 
and by now he had lost his self-
consciousness. Still dancing with Rav 
Ahrele, hand in hand, he felt as if he were 
soaring. Never before had he conceived of 
such ecstasy. Rav Ahrele knew well that the 
view from inside the circle is much 
different from the view on the outside. The 
man never looked back. He became a 
devoted Chassid of the Rebbe. Such was 
Rav Ahrele’s intensity and influence.  

Rav Avrohom Meir Ziswein was a 
Chassid and follower of Rav Tzvi Elimelech 
Spira of Bluzhov. When the Bluzhover 
moved to Pest, Rav Avrohom Meir heard of 
a certain special bochur, a young man who 
outshone all his peers in the Yeshiva in 
Weitzin; this young man’s true Yiras 
Shomayim (fear of Heaven), sterling 
character and fiery avoda drew Rav 
Avrohom Meir to seek to bring him under 
the wings and guidance of the Bluzhover 
who was to become his Rebbe. The young 
man was none other than Rav Aharon 
Roth. 

Once, Rav Avrohom Meir 
recounted his initial impressions of 
the young, budding Tzaddik:  

Believe me, when I first met 
Rav Ahrele in Weitzin, I was sure 
that in no time he would grow to be 
a leader of no less than a thousand 
Chassidim and that one day I would 

have to wait in line by the door to 
gain an audience with him and 
speak my mind. However, this was 
not to be, for this sterling Tzaddik 
had no wish whatsoever to become a 
well-known and famed Rebbe; 
instead, he loathed and hated the 
Rabbonus and the limelight. He 
shirked from fame and renown and 
pushed away the masses. Instead he 
sought to light a flame in the hearts 
of Yidden, to ignite the spark of the 
pintele yid, fill them with awe and 
fear of Heaven, true faith and 
strong, pure emuna and a desire 
and passion for serving the 
Almighty Creator! His primary work 
was to gather around coarse, simple 
Jews with broken hearts, and to 
uplift them and aid them to grow 
and expand till they became 
precious vessels serving Hashem 
with no ulterior motives. He did not 
want any sheine yidden, 
accomplished Jews, scholars and 
good characters who had already 
reached any level of devotion and 
did not need him to raise and uplift 
them. For such Chassidim he had 
no desire at all.  

Once, one of the fine, sheine 
Yidden of Yerushalayim 
approached Rav Ahrele in my 
presence and said to him, “Rav 
Ahrele, begin your tefillos on 
Shabbos just one hour earlier, at 
seven thirty in the morning and I 
will bring you two hundred 
accomplished yungeleit to daven 
with you!”  

“Listen,” explained Rav 
Ahrele, “I cannot possibly fulfill 
your request. We finish our tisch 
late – after chatzos – and we must 
wake on Shabbos later than during 
the week so that we have properly 
rested for our devotions. Then there 
are hachonos, spiritual preparations 
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and the mikve and it all takes time; I 
cannot possibly begin one hour 
earlier.”  

When the latter had 
departed, Rav Ahrele turned to us 
and said, “I didn’t really tell him the 
entire truth. All the excuses I made 
are true indeed; however, the real 
emes is that I do not wish to begin 
my davening one hour earlier 
precisely because it would attract 
them. I start davening one hour 
later so that those two hundred 
yungeleit should not come to me! I 
don’t look for finished, 
accomplished sheine yidden, 
especially those who have a hard 
time listening to what I say. They 
cannot humble and subjugate 
themselves – I have nothing to do 
with such Jews! I search specifically 
for a golem – a shapeless mass that 
I can fashion with my own hands 
into a form that can serve Hashem – 
these I can transform into shining 
yungeleit who accept my words with 
truth and humility.” That was the 
way of the Shomer Emunim. 

There is no question that Rav Ahrele 
Roth was a kanno’i, an extreme anti-Zionist 
who fought against the influences of 
Zionism and who felt that its ideology was 
false and foreign. Some examples of his 
kano’us are described by one of his close 
talmidim, Rav Eliyohu HaKohen 
Shteinberger: 

Rav Ahrele would have 
nothing to do with the Zionist 
Rabbonim, especially with the chief 
Rav. When he heard that one of his 
talmidim was commissioned to 
write a Sefer Torah by a shul in Tel 
Aviv for the illuei neshoma of the 
first chief Rav, he forbade his 
talmid from completing the Sefer 
Torah. The sofer had already 
completed Sefer Bereishis and the 
gabboim of the shul in Tel Aviv 

were so upset that they refused to 
pay for any of the work. And so Rav 
Ahrele compensated the sofer the 
entire sum from his own pocket.  

Another time after the 
terrible news of the Holocaust 
reached Israel, an assembly was 
called together in the Churva shul of 
Rav Yehuda HeChassid to declare 
the upcoming Wednesday as a 
public fast. The invitation came in 
the name of the second chief Rav, 
and Rav Ahrele refused to allow any 
of his talmidim or Chassidim to 
participate. When Rav Dushinsky 
similarly forbade it, they both 
designated Monday as a fast 
instead. The organizers tried to 
change Rav Ahrele’s mind, going so 
far as to send the Gerrer Rebbe’s 
son to plead with Rav Ahrele, but he 
refused flat out to have anything to 
do with any assembly that the 
Zionist chief Rav would participate 
in.  

Another example was his 
abhorrence of the new Ivrit 
language, which the Zionists had 
established. Rav Ahrele forbade his 
followers to speak and use this 
language, claiming that it would 
defile them. When one talmid once 
wrote out a teno’im between 
chosson and kalla and wrote the 
Hebrew word for furniture as 
rehitim, Rav Ahrele tore up the 
contract when he reached that word 
and said that he would not allow 
any Modern Hebrew words to be 
used!  

In contrast, however, to other 
extremists and kano’im, Rav Ahrele was a 
Tzaddik and an Ohev Yisrael. His kano’us 
was based on emes and on his unceasing 
search for truth and his unyielding Ahavas 
Hashem, Ahavas HaTorah and Ahavas 
Yisrael. Here are a few examples stories 
from the same witness and author, who 
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wrote the above examples of kano’us:  

When Rav Amram Bloi, whom Rav 
Ahrele greatly admired for his staunch 
opposition to the Zionist ways, assembled 
protests on Shabbos against the Chillul 
Shabbos that the soccer games in 
Yerushalayim were causing to thousands of 
Jews, Rav Ahrele and his Chassidim joined 
in the protests. He sent all his Chassidim, 
adults and bochurim, to the protest for two 
Shabbosos in a row. Afterward, Rav Ahrele 
saw that the bochurim might be negatively 
influenced by seeing things that were 
inappropriate and he forbade them from 
taking part in further protests. Rav Amram 
Bloi was upset by this and he sent Eliyohu 
Shteinberger to Rav Ahrele to try to 
persuade him to change his mind and send 
the bochurim to protest. Rav Ahrele was 
adamant in his refusal and sent Rav 
Shteinberger back to Rav Amram Bloi with 
the following message: “Go tell Rav Amram 
in my name that if he takes upon himself 
the complete and total responsibility for 
the sin that if the bochurim should see 
unsightly forbidden things and blemish 
their holy vision and eyes, then I will send 
them on that condition.” Eliyohu 
Shteinberger went back and gave Rav 
Amram Bloi Rav Ahrele’s message and of 
course Rav Amram was afraid to accept 
such a responsibility and the bochurim did 
not participate.  

 Another example of Rav Ahrele’s 
understanding of when kano’us was 
inappropriate was when the former 
secretary to the chief Rav (then retired) 

showed up in Rav Ahrele’s shul one 
Shabbos. This Chassid was a scion from 
holy families yet still his former position as 
secretary to the Zionist chief Rav did not 
endear him to Rav Ahrele’s Chassidim – so 
much so that they did not even let him sit 
down. When Rav Ahrele saw this, he called 
the man over and gave him a seat. Several 
of the Chassidim came up to Rav Ahrele 
and whispered to him this person’s identity 
and former position, but Rav Ahrele 
shrugged them off and ignored them. When 
Krias HaTorah commenced, Rav Ahrele 
told them to give him an aliya like all 
guests and after davening he asked him to 
sit down for the Kiddush. Again, some of 
the Chassidim approached Rav Ahrele and 
whispered in his ear this person’s identity 
and past position, but their whispered 
protests fell on deaf ears. Rav Ahrele 
shooed them off and retorted angrily to 
them, “Do you want to be the one to teach 
me to be a kano’i?!” After davening the 
guest asked the gabbai permission to speak 
with Rav Ahrele privately and he was in 
there for an hour. After he came out, Rav 
Ahrele told the gabbai, “You have to know 
when to be a kanno’i and when it’s better 
not to be a kanno’i. You see, he was crying 
and begging me to help him do teshuva and 
crying over how low he had sunk from his 
former lofty stature after he came from 
such a good family. I had to give him 
chizuk. I am sure that his illustrious 
forebears will all thank me very much for 
helping him.” (Uvda DeAharon Ch. 28) 

� � � � � �    

Rav Yitzchok of DrovitchRav Yitzchok of DrovitchRav Yitzchok of DrovitchRav Yitzchok of Drovitch, , , , 7777
thththth
    ofofofof    NissanNissanNissanNissan

Such a Lowly Soul Uplifted to Such 
Great, Dizzying Heights 

 Rav Yechiel Michel of Zlotschov 
related that when he first came before the 
holy Ba’al Shem Tov, the Ba’al Shem asked 
that he be honored and then told those 

present, “You should know that he is the 
son of Yitzchok of Drovitch. Now, let me 
tell you that his father was given by Heaven 
such a small soul of such lowly stature, that 
there is almost no one in this generation 
who has such a small and lowly, 
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insignificant soul. However, he uplifted this 
soul to staggering, dizzying heights – to the 
level of the holy Tanna Rav Shimon bar 

Yochai!” (Agra Depirka by Rav Tzvi 
Elimelech of Dynow, Mechaber of Bnei 
Yissoschor #29) 

� � � � � � �    
Rav Mordechai Ben Rav Dov Ber Shapira of NeshchizRav Mordechai Ben Rav Dov Ber Shapira of NeshchizRav Mordechai Ben Rav Dov Ber Shapira of NeshchizRav Mordechai Ben Rav Dov Ber Shapira of Neshchiz, , , , 8888

thththth
    of of of of NissanNissanNissanNissan 

The Rishpei Aish

Doctor Maimonides Helps Heal for 
Rav Mottele Neshchizer 

Rav Yitzchok of Neshchiz related 
about his father Rav Mordechai: One time, 
the Rambam himself appeared before my 
father and complained why my father did 
not study his sefer, the Yad HaChazoka 
(also known as the Mishne Torah). My 
father responded that he was very busy and 
preoccupied with communal matters and 
inundated with requests from congregants 
and other Jews requesting all manner of 
blessings and salvation. The Rambam then 
told my father that at least he should keep 
his sefer on the table at all times and he 
promised that if any sick person came 
before my father or if someone would 
request his berocha to heal the sick, then if 
my father would open the Rambam’s sefer 
and study it, he, the Rambam, would send 
a refua and heal him. And so it was that the 
Rambam’s sefer was always on my father’s 
table.” (Layeshorim Tehilla p. 78) 

Rav Mordechai of Slonim used to 
tell how Rav Mottele Neshchizer boasted 
that had he inherited his Rebbe, Rav 
Michele Zlotschover’s cup and table, he 
would have had the power even to resurrect 
the dead! 

 

Once, when Rav Mottele was in fact 
staying in Zlotschov, a certain young girl 
took ill. As she took a turn for the worse, 
the doctors feared for her life and her 
family dispatched someone to seek the 
Tzaddik’s aid. Rav Michele Zlotschover’s 
widow approached Rav Mottele and told 
him of the young bride-to-be, who was just 

betrothed, who now lay in her sickbed at 
death’s door!  

“Please,” she beseeched the Tzaddik, 
“I have heard rumors that you said if you 
had my husband’s cup and table you could 
even revive the dead; please use them to 
save this girl before she joins them and 
leaves this world!”  

Rav Mottlele took a knife, scraped 
some wood off the Zlotschover’s table and 
mixed it with coffee in his Rebbe’s former 
cup, instructing that the girl drink the 
concoction.  

Miraculously, she was healed! 

 

The Holy Snuffbox 

The Imrei Chaim of Vizhnitz 
inherited Rav Mottele Neshchizer’s 
snuffbox from his holy father, the Ahavas 
Yisrael of Vizhnitz. The Imrei Chaim used 
to leave it on his shtender and from time to 
time he would take from the snuff inside it. 
He related that the Ahavas Yisrael used to 
grasp the holy snuffbox during the 
recitation of Malchiyos, Zichronos and 
Shoforos on Rosh HaShana and would 
retell the following tale of how his father 
and their relatives fled Vizhnitz during the 
First World War:  

“My holy father, the Ahavas Yisrael, 
had Rav Mottele Neshchizer’s snuffbox in 
his pocket when the wicked Cossacks 
stopped them and accosted my family, 
searching them in order to steal any 
valuables. One of the Cossacks desired the 
snuffbox, but as soon as he put his soiled 
hands on it, he began to shake and tremble, 
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and he quickly threw it aside as if it had 
burned him! My holy father picked it up 
and took it back. The truth is, said the 
Imrei Chaim, that it wasn’t the Cossack 

who tossed aside the snuffbox – no, no, it 
was the other way around! It was the holy 
snuffbox that tossed him aside! 

� � � � � � �    
Rav Chaim Meir Ben Yisrael HagerRav Chaim Meir Ben Yisrael HagerRav Chaim Meir Ben Yisrael HagerRav Chaim Meir Ben Yisrael Hager, , , , 9th9th9th9th    of of of of NissanNissanNissanNissan 

The Imrei Chaim of Vizhnitz 

It’s Always Yom Tov or Chol HaMoed 
Here 

It is well known that all year long 
Rav Chaim Meir, the Vizhnitzer Rebbe, 
lived in a Yom Tov atmosphere. We know 
that the Parsha read awakens the times 
and the feelings, and so it was that each 
Parsha the Rebbe lived the Yomim Tovim 
mentioned therein. There was no Parsha, 
Haftora or some connection to the 
upcoming Yom Tov that he ever missed. 
Whether it was explicit, hinted at in some 
gematria or roshei teivos or notrikon, he 
would always connect his Divrei Torah to 
Yom Tov, and this would create a holiday 
atmosphere. 

 The space in between the Yomim 
Tovim was for the Rebbe like Chol HaMoed 
and as soon as one Yom Tov ended, the 
next Yom Tov commenced with almost no 

break between them. As winter began he 
was already preparing for Pesach and at the 
end of summer the upcoming high holidays 
of the Yomim Noro’im were already 
beckoning him and found their way into his 
every nuance and being. Nissan and 
Tishrei held hands and embraced as their 
sanctity permeated one another and spread 
their ethereal kedusha over all and this 
poured down and descended upon all who 
basked in the Rebbe’s light and glory. 

 When his son printed the third 
volume of Imrei Chaim and gave it to the 
Gerrer Rebbe, the Bais Yisrael, telling him 
that it was Volume 3 on the Moadim, the 
Gerrer Rebbe remarked, “And do you mean 
to tell me that the other two volumes are 
not about the Moadim?” (Meir HaChaim II 
p. 154) 

� � � � � � �    
Rav Yeshaya Ben Avrohom HaLevi HorowitzRav Yeshaya Ben Avrohom HaLevi HorowitzRav Yeshaya Ben Avrohom HaLevi HorowitzRav Yeshaya Ben Avrohom HaLevi Horowitz,,,,    11111111

thththth
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The Shnei Luchos Habris – Shela HaKodosh  
I Have Come Back for Lack of 
Mussar  

Rav Yosef Shmuel, mechaber of the 
Mesores HaShas and Av Bais Din of 
Frankfurt DeMain, had a group of 
talmidim,Talmidei Chachomim, whose 
custom was to each study a topic privately 
until they had delved into its depths. In the 
evening they gathered together with their 
Rebbe at their head and he would teach the 
topic, answer their questions, draw 
conclusions and remove any doubts. They 
studied together in this manner until they 
had completed the entire Shas – the whole 

Talmud. You can only imagine to what 
depths they delved, studying Shas. The 
Chida also testified that Rav Yosef Shmuel 
studied the entire Shas some forty-two 
times, and that for some twenty-five years 
he studied Torah while standing on his two 
feet and that he learned lishma! 

After Rav Yosef Shmuel passed away 
and was buried, an awesome and 
frightening incident took place. As the 
chabura of students came together to 
study, they all saw their Rebbe and teacher, 
Rav Yosef Shmuel, standing there at his 
spot where he had always stood during his 
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life. They were all frightened by this 
specter, but Rav Yosef Shmuel calmed 
them and explained his return:  

“Do not be afraid or alarmed. I will 
soon return to my place in the afterlife, but 
I have returned to tell you what happened 
to me. After I departed, I came before the 
heavenly court and immediately the Bais 
Din Shel Maala ruled that I deserved Gan 
Eden and appointed me a spot to be beside 
the Tzaddik, the holy Rav Yeshaya HaLevi 
Horowitz, mechaber of the Shela 
HaKodosh. However, the Shela HaKodosh 
intervened and protested, saying, ‘I oppose 
this new neighbor, because I authored the 
sefer Shnei Luchos HaBris full of mussar 
and Yiras Hashem. It teaches Bnei Yisrael 
to serve Hashem, and I cried many tears 
over my sefer as I composed it, but the 
Gaon, Rav Yosef Shmuel, although he 
taught the entire Shas, did not engage in 
mussar and did not rebuke his talmidim.’ 

“The Bais Din heard the Shela’s 
arguments and ruled that although they 
were justified they could not overrule and 
remove me from my proper place. They 
therefore sent me back down to you to 
rectify my shortcomings in lack of teaching 
mussar and so I am here, concluded Rav 
Yosef Shmuel, to admonish and encourage 
you all to study mussar. From now on 
study mussar daily before your learning.”  

The chabura all agreed and accepted 
his words and his soul departed and was 
not seen again. (Introduction to Be’er 
Yitzchok on the Torah) 

 

The Tosafos From Heaven for the 
Bearer of Rabbeinu Tam’s Soul 

The Chida writes: I heard from Rav 
Hirsch of Balchov that when the Rebbe Reb 
Heschel of Cracow traveled to Vilna, fleeing 
the Cossacks and Chmielniczki during the 
riots of Tach and Tat, and he arrived before 
the Av Bais Din, Rav Sheptil Horowitz, 
mechaber of Vovei HoAmudim and son of 

the Shela HaKodosh, he did not recognize 
the Rebbe Reb Heschel or respect his 
greatness. 

The Rebbe Reb Heschel then asked 
the son of the Shela to explain a Tosafos 
and he said he would study it but could not 
understand the Tosafos at all. He fasted 
and cried and then his own father, the 
mechaber of the Shela HaKodosh himself, 
appeared to him in a dream. His father 
explained to him the meaning and 
explanation of the Tosafos. He also 
admonished and warned him to honor the 
great Rebbe Reb Heschel for he had the 
soul of Rabbeinu Tam. Reb Sheptil awoke 
and immediately sent for the Rebbe Reb 
Heschel and honored him, explaining the 
Tosafos to him. The Rebbe Reb Heschel 
exclaimed and remarked in public, “The 
only way you got this explanation was a 
revelation from Heaven!” (Maagal Tov) 

 

The Holy Siddur HaShela 

On Shabbos and Yom Tov the 
Yeshuos Moshe of Vizhnitz davened from 
the Shela HaKodosh siddur that he 
inherited from the Tzemach Tzaddik. He 
used to say about this siddur, “I remember 
holding this siddur in front of my Zeide 
during Nishmas! Holy Jews held this 
siddur in their hands!” Once, when 
someone tried to hand him a different 
siddur, the Rebbe pointed toward the 
Siddur Shela, indicating his preference for 
davening from that siddur. He turned to 
the approbations and pointed out that 
which the Tzaddik Rov Yoel Sirkis, 
mechaber of Bayis Chodosh – the Bach on 
the Tur – wrote in his haskoma: “I promise 
that whoever davens from this siddur, his 
prayers shall not return empty – and not 
remain unanswered!” (Sarfei Kodesh p. 
350) 

(Translator’s note: I remember as a 
bochur, when I asked the Sulitzer Rebbe, 
zt”l, of Far Rockaway why he davened from 
the Siddur Shela, he showed me the same 
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haskoma of the Bach and pointed out these holy words to me as well.) 

� � � � � � �    

Rav Menachem Mendel of BarRav Menachem Mendel of BarRav Menachem Mendel of BarRav Menachem Mendel of Bar, , , , 12121212
thththth
    of of of of NissanNissanNissanNissan    

Talmid of the Ba’al Shem Tov 

Bitochon to Quench Thirst  

Rav Pinchas of Koritz told: Once, the 
Ba’al Shem Tov was traveling together with 
Rav Menachem Mendel of Bar, when Rav 
Menachem Mendel grew very thirsty and 
the Ba’al Shem promised him that if he had 
true bitochon and trusted in Hashem, then 
Hashem would send him water to drink. 

No sooner said than done, and a 
non-Jew appeared suddenly before them, 
searching for his lost horses. “I have been 
searching for my horses now for some three 
days. Have you seen any trace of them?” 
The Ba’al Shem and Rav Menachem 
Mendel replied that they had not and asked 
for some water, which the non-Jew 
supplied. 

Afterward, Rav Menachem Mendel 
asked the Ba’al Shem that if Hashem had 
arranged this wandering non-Jew solely for 
his benefit, to quench his thirst, why did he 
wander for three days?  

“If you had had bitochon and trusted 
in Hashem immediately before, then your 
water would have been ready three days 
ago,” explained the Ba’al Shem. (Imrei 

Pinchas p. 9 #45)  

 

Bothersome Thoughts 

 Rav Mendel of Bar once related, “In 
my youth, I once grew excited in nthe midst 
of my davening and thought to myself, 
‘How dare you pray before Hashem, since 
you are so full of sin, besmirched with 
misdeeds and evil?!’ This thought simply 
shattered my heart and broke me. 
Afterward, though, I simply could not rid 
myself of this negative thought, which I had 
fooled myself into thinking was positive. I 
rid myself of the delusion when I consoled 
myself in the following way:  ‘Why do I 
never have these thoughts when I sit myself 
down to eat a good meal?’ [Thinking, how 
dare I eat a good meal before Hashem since 
I am so besmirched and blackened by sin? 
Why does my heart not break when I am 
about to eat?] In this way, I pushed these 
thoughts away and was rid of them.” 
(Shivchei HaBa’al Shem Tov HaSholem 
#103) 

� � � � � � �    

Rav Shimshon Dovid Ben Chaim AvRav Shimshon Dovid Ben Chaim AvRav Shimshon Dovid Ben Chaim AvRav Shimshon Dovid Ben Chaim Avrohom Pincusrohom Pincusrohom Pincusrohom Pincus, , , , 12121212
thththth
    of of of of NissanNissanNissanNissan 

Why?  

There was once a terrible boating 
accident and a young man was killed. His 
non-observant mother, devastated, found 
herself in shul for the first time in her life 
and confronted Rav Pincus with the age-old 
question: Why? “Why did Hashem do this 
to me?!”  

 Rav Pincus did not bat an eyelid and 
responded on the spot, “For eighteen years 

you had and loved this young child. In all of 
that time, did you ever just once thank 
Hashem for that gift?” Knowing that the 
answer was no, he continued, “If you had 
done so perhaps he wouldn’t have been 
taken from you…My purpose is not to cause 
you more pain,” explained Rav Pincus. “My 
purpose is to make you realize that you still 
have other children and a good life left. You 
have much to be thankful for – thank 
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Hashem for what you have and appreciate 
it. Start asking yourself – why, why did 
Hashem bless me with all these gifts? – 

and thank Him while you have them and 
it’s not too late.” (Haggoda Tiferes 
Shimshon p. 353) 

 

Asking for help in attracting as many signatures as possible for a petition to Lithuanian 
government officials in favor of preserving the Old Jewish Cemetery in Vilna, and against the 

construction of a convention center over the heart of the cemetery. 

This mitzvah of "meis mitzvah" (see below) is of paramount importance. It is urgent that we deal 
with it right away. Please sign (all the way at the bottom) and forward to as many people as possible.  

May we be zoche  b’ezras Hashem to avert this potential great travesty and tremendous chillul 
Hashem. 

Tizkeh  limitzvos! 

Editor 

Dear Reader: 

We don’t ordinarily get involved in signing petitions, but this is a matter that cries out for 
protest against the massive desecration that is about to take place. I’m sure you know that the 
Lithuanian government has announced plans to build a new convention center over the Old Jewish 
Cemetery of Vilna. Although the Vilna Gaon’s remains were removed from the Old Jewish Cemetery, 
the remains of hundreds, perhaps thousands of Jews are still buried in the Old Jewish cemetery. These 
include the remains of some of the greatest rabboinim, Jewish martyrs, and pious women through the 
centuries, including Rav Moshe Rivkes (niftar 1671-2), author of the Be’er Ha-Golah on the Shulhan 
Arukh; Rav Zelmele (i.e. Rav Shlomo Zalman, niftar 1788), brother of Rav Chaim of Volozhin and 
favorite disciple of the Vilna Gaon; Rav Shmuel ben Rav Avigdor (nifta 1793), last Chief Rabbi of 
Vilna; Rav Avraham ben Ha-Gra (niftar 1809);  the Ger Zedek of Vilna (niftar 1749), whose remains 
were not removed from the Old Jewish cemetery (despite claims otherwise); and Traina (date of petira 
unknown), mother of the Vilna Gaon; Chana, first wife of the Vilna Gaon (niftar 1782); and Gitel, 
second wife of the Vilna Gaon, who apparently outlived the Gaon (precise date of petira is unknown). 
Virtually every Jew who died in Vilna before the year 1831 was, in fact, buried in the Old Jewish 
Cemetery.  

The petition does not call for the Lithuanian government to cancel plans for building a new 
convention center (funded largely by the EU). It simply asks that it be built at a different location in 
Vilnius – which can easily be done.  

A wonderful Vilna resident, Ruta Bloshtein, a shomer shabbos woman who bakes challah for 
members of the Vilna kehillah every erev Shabbos, has taken upon herself the responsibility of 
spearheading this write-in campaign. She started some three weeks ago and has about 2,000 
signatories so far. She needs at least 50,000 signatures; if she doesn’t get them it will be a Chillul Ha-
Shem even beyond the destruction of the Jewish cemetery itself. It will be a signal to the Lithuanian 
government that Jews neither care nor count. If she gets 50,000 signatures, the political authorities will 
have little choice but to take the petition into account before making any hasty decision. She needs, 
and deserves, our help. 

The two key Rabbonim in Lithuania today, Rav Krelin (Chief Rabbi of Lithuania) and  Rav 
Krinsky (head of Chabad) are among the first 250 signatories. It seems to me this is a case of  מת מצוה  in 
more ways than one. Sefer Chasidim, §261 (ed. Margulies, p. 225) reads:  

כגו שתראה שבני עיר� לומדי� , כגו שתראה מצוה בזויה או תורה שאי לה עוסקי�, אהוב ל� את המצוה הדומה למת מצוה שאי לה עוסקי�
כי , ותקבל שכר גדול כנגד כול� ,אתה תלמד�, ופרק מי שמתו, וא� תראה שאי חוששי� ללמוד מועד קט. תלמוד סדר קדשי�, מועד וסדר נשי�

 .ה� דוגמת מת מצוה
You should love mitzvos that have similar status to that of an abandoned corpse that no one 
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attends to (and whose burial is obligatory on whoever finds it). Should you see a mitzvah that is 
denigrated, or a portion of Torah that is neglected, make a point of [doing the mitzvah and] studying 
the Torah that is neglected. 

Should you see the members of your community studying the Order of Mo’ed [the laws of the 
Festivals] and the order of Nashim [the laws pertaining to women], to the neglect of the other Orders, 
make sure that you study the Order of Kodoshim [the laws pertaining to sacred matters relating to the 
Temple sacrifices and service]. Should you see that no one concerns himself with the study of the 
talmudic tractate Mo’ed Katan, or the talmudic chapter Mi Shemeso [the third chapter of tractate 
Berakhos], make sure that you study them. 

Your reward will be great, equal to that of all the others, for all these are samples of an 
abandoned corpse whose burial is obligatory on the one who finds it.   

All one needs to do is to click on the link below, fill out the electronic form, and electronically 
sign their name. Please forward to others, so that they too can participate in this mitzvah. It is not a 
time to stand idly by. 

With prayers for the success of our cause. 

https://www.change.org/p/hon-dalia-grybauskaite-please-move-new-vilnius-convention-center-
project-away-from-the-old-jewish-cemetery


Say it (especially with your children) at least once a day: 

Based on Chovos HaLevavos - Duties of the Heart ~ Sha 'ar HaBitachon - the Gate of Trust 

There are 7 qualities that Hashem has that can strengthen our trust in Him: 

 1.  Hashem loves me. 

2.  Hashem is with me, wherever I may be. And He is always ready to help me. 

3.  Hashem is stronger and cleverer then anyone in the world. And He can find solutions  to any 

problem there is – even if it may seem impossible. 

4.  Hashem knows what is best for me, better even than I myself can know. 

5.  Just as He has helped me already numerous times on the path I travel, He shall help  me again. 

6.  No one can do anything at all to help me or harm me, besides Hashem who controls everything 

over the entire world. 

7. The Master of the World desires and searches for ways to act with chesed – loving kindness more 

than the nicest, kindest person you could ever imagine. 



Sponsor the Sponsor the Sponsor the Sponsor the Ohr HaChaim HaKodosh shiurOhr HaChaim HaKodosh shiurOhr HaChaim HaKodosh shiurOhr HaChaim HaKodosh shiur    on on on on leil shishileil shishileil shishileil shishi    in in in in Eretz Eretz Eretz Eretz Yisrael!Yisrael!Yisrael!Yisrael!    
 

As we have been publicizing, many Tzaddikim teach that learning the sefer Ohr HaChaim 
HaKodosh is a segula for parnossa, Emunas Hashem, Yiras Shomayim, refua sheleima, yeshuos and zera shel 
kayoma. If you would like to sponsor a shiur in Eretz Yisrael, please contact Rabbi Tal Zwecker at 
tal.zwecker@gmail.com for further details, and I can help arrange this for you. 

This week’s learning is sponsored by one of the founders of the Me’Oros Ha’Tzaddikim in honor 
of the illustrious and distinguished tzaddikim whose yahrzeits are this week. May the merit of the Ohr 
HaChaim HaKodosh coupled with the learning zechus for the tzaddikim always intercede on behalf of 
Klal Yisrael. 

    
    
    
    





Today, Gimmel Nissan – the Tosha Dayan showed me an unbelievable piece by the Apta 

Rav on Chodesh Nissan. He revealed to me that he personally knew of folks who had terrible 

decrees enacted on them and when they learnt and internalized this chiddush – everything 

turned out the opposite and they were saved in miraculous ways and the ‘decrees’ were 

overturned. I attached the piece in Hebrew – underlined. May the zechus of this holy tzaddik 

always stand by our side. 

 

The Mishna says on the First of Nissan is the Rosh HaShana for Kings 

The Apta Rav in Ohev Yisroel explains the Mishna in an amazing way. First, he explains 

Kings to mean the attribute of kingship which means to rule. 

This means that Nissan is the beginning of Hashem's attribute to rule as king over us 

as anew when the world was created. 

We know that the world was in fact actually created on the first of Nissan and this 

brings a renewal into our world as if our world has now been completely recreated anew. 

The Gemara asks what is the practical implication or Nafka Minah of this? The 

Gemara answers with Rav Chisda's opinion that it is relevant to documents called Shetaros 

which refers to Shitrei Chovos - documents of what we owe, outstanding debts and other 

such matters. 

The Apta Rav says that on a deeper level this means that the attribute of chesed 

alluded to by Rav Chisda declares that the renewal and recreation of the world means we 

wipe the past debts, we begin with a new clean slate and all past debts that we owe are 

gone. 

In a spiritual sense this refers to sins and other forms of debt. We therefore find 

that any Shitrei Chovos against us - any outstanding decrees against Klal Yisroel from on high 

or even against any individual - even if they were signed and sealed are now cancelled and 

considered null and void. 

Whatever was past is past and gone and no longer valid or relevant.  

So, any previous documents, outstanding debts and decrees preceding Nissan are 

now void because of the renewal. Asks the Gemara, “What about those that are dated later, 

after Nissan? They are Kosher - they are positive and for our benefit because now is an 

auspicious time of Es Ratzon with mercy and rachamim. 

And therefore, everything is transformed into Kashrus and goodness. 

This will now find favor and draw down abundant shefa and all manner of good and 

salvation (it goes without saying that no punishments shall befall us or be carried out 

against us because they stem from the world of Tohu and there is no reason for them to 

punish us). 

Surely each and every one of us must fix and rectify our misdeeds we did until now, 

however no punishments are meted out and we are exempt from them. Rather, instead 

they are all transformed into days of ratzon and redemption and Hashem sends down shefa 

and blessings in abundance along with yeshuos and kindness, Amen! 




