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Did You Know? 
HaShem declared that He wished to 
wipe out the Jewish People and replace 

them with a nation born of Moshe 
Rabbeinu. That nation would be able to 

serve HaShem properly. 

This means that Moshe is the paradigm 

for what we should strive to be, and his 
status of a teacher of Torah is only one 

part of his greatness. 

We know he was chosen to lead 
HaShem’s flock when he exhibited 

compassion upon a tired, thirsty lamb 
when he was herding Yisro’s flock. 

Moshe was also extremely humble, 
opting to accept personal affronts 

rather than get involved in fights. 

He was not a taker, and did not seek 
honor or wealth for his role. 

Further, as was seen from the matter of 
Eldad and Meidad, Moshe was pleased 

that others were able to receive 
messages from HaShem. 

He wished aloud that everyone could be 
a prophet, thus fulfilling the Ramban’s 

explanation of “V’ahavta L’rayacha 
Kamocha,” to love your fellow as you 
love yourself, in that you wish for him 

everything you wish for yourself. 

If these were the attributes HaShem 

admired and knew would enable Klal 
Yisrael to fulfill their role as His people, 

then we should try to emulate Moshe to 
the best of our ability, so we can please 

Him and ourselves as well. 

Thought of the week: 

Don’t settle for mediocrity 
when you were born to be 
great. 

 (BY:DY RBDMB) „.WNNM OWCEW LWDG YWGL VTA HsEAW WNwRWAW RBDB WNKA‰ 
“I will smite them with a plague and annihilate them, and I shall make you a 
greater and more powerful nation than they.”(Numbers 14:12) 

When the spies returned with a negative report about the land of Canaan, the people were 
inconsolable. They cried that they wished they had died in Egypt and lamented what would 
be their end. HaShem had had enough and told Moshe that He wished to wipe the Jews 
out and turn Moshe into a great nation, the “new Israel.” 

But what is the guarantee that a nation born from Moshe would fare any better? How do we 
know that they would not also succumb to the rigors of life and question their fate? The Ohr 
HaChaim asks this question and says it is answered by the phrase, “greater and more 
powerful than they.” 

What this means, he says, is that the souls of the new nation would be closer to holiness 
and thereby be able to stand firmly in the commandments of HaShem. Because of this 
advantage, they would not falter. But how could HaShem promise this? 

First of all, Chazal tell us that no new souls were made after the Creation of the world, so 
these “new” souls would simply reusing the same souls of those who were being wiped out. 
Secondly, the same Chazal tells us that though it is decreed in Heaven that a person will 
be smart or dumb, tall or short, rich or poor, or fat or thin, being good or bad is up to the 
person and the choices they make. 

There is a lesson from R’ Chaim Volozhoner which addresses this. He says that when a 
person works on himself, he creates a spiritual ‘DNA.’ Essentially it enables his children to 
have an easier time with the mitzvos. We say, for example, that our self-sacrifice comes 
from Avraham Avinu, and because of this Jews were able to put HaShem as a priority over 
themselves. We likewise find Jews engaged in chesed and kindness much as our 
grandfather Avraham did. 

With this understanding, we now see that Moshe, having worked to become a trusted 
servant of HaShem, would be able to imbue his children with this innate spirituality. Unlike 
Avraham, Yitzchak and Yaakov, Moshe, because the Torah was given in his time, was also 
in the category of “metzuveh v’oseh,” those who are commanded to do a mitzvah which is 
greater than one doing the mitzvah though he is not obligated in it. 

The efforts Moshe put into working on himself would bear fruit in the new nation, and that’s 
why HaShem said he would grow the new nation from Moshe. 

However, Moshe argued that if HaShem did that, people would say that even those Jews 
who had seen G-d with their own eyes were unable to be brought into the land. In other 
words, despite coming into contact with HaShem, a person could not reach the proper 
levels unless they had parents and grandparents who were exemplary. 

This would be a Chillul HaShem, because it would seem that Torah was not for everyone. 
HaShem relented and forgave the Jews. 

Several Chasidim were discussing their ‘yichus,’ their regal Jewish lineage and ancestry. 

“I am a direct descendent of a great dynasty of Rebbes,” said one. 

“My grandfather was a tremendous tzaddik who studied hidden works of Torah, and whose 
prayers were known to yield results,” said another. 

“My ‘yichus,’” said the third, “is that I’m the first of my family to wear Tefillen every day.” 
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A heartfelt Mazel Tov to  

Ezer Diena and  

Chaya Benmergui  
of Toronto, Canada  

on your upcoming marriage.  
May you build a Torah-true home and be 

a source of much nachas to yourselves, 

your families, and the Ribono Shel Olam. 

 

Set a really great 
example! 

Print, e-mail, and share Migdal 
Ohr with others. 

  You’ll be glad you did.   

E-mail ‘Subscribe’ to 

info@JewishSpeechWriter.com 


