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Completely Covered: Parshiot Tazria Metzora

According to tradition, the affliction of tzoraat 
was characterized by specifically described 
lesions which a kohen would diagnose. If the 
patient had tzoraat over a part of his body the 
kohen would declare him impure. If he had it 
on his entire body, though, the kohen would 
declare him pure. What are we to learn from 
this seeming anomaly? 

If the kohen declared the metzora impure, he 
would be sent out of the camp.  This was 
meant to bring the sinner to mend his ways. It 
was also a lesson for others to keep away 
from him so as not to learn from him.  It 
follows that the person completely covered 
with tzoraat did not need this punishment. As 
the Chatam Sofer points out, he posed no 
danger to the public, for his problem and 
possible negative influence was obvious to all. 

Rabbi Pincus asks, how could the twelve 
tribes have descended from the evil Lavan?  
Such unadulterated evil is easily recogniz-
able, and Lavan’s daughters knew to stay 
away and not learn from him. Only a mixture 
of truth and deception can mislead others to 
accept an erroneous narrative.  Daat Sofrim 
notes that in the time of Achav, the priests of 
Baal used language very similar to the words 
of tefilah.  They understood that if they were 
to keep the populace on their side, they would 
have to keep the language of worship familiar. 
Eliyahu demanded that Bnei Yisrael choose 
between Baal and, l’havdil, Hashem rather 
than jumping from one ideology to the other 
on a whim. There should be no gray areas in 
worship. 

Rav C. Shmulevitz notes that Cain thought of 
the beautiful idea of giving thanks to the 
Creator through bringing an offering. Yet, it 
became tainted when Cain let his ego and 

greed intervene, and he brought a cheap 
sacrifice of flax seed. Purity consists of 
completeness and wholeness, without mixture 
and without a gray area. Therefore, we can 
understand that when someone is so totally 
covered in tzoraat that no healthy skin is 
visible, he is indeed “pure” and unadulterated. 

Within our own lives, being pure and whole 
cannot remain a purely intellectual exercise, 
but must translate into our lives. If we 
understand that Hashem pays us back for 
whatever money we spend to enhance our 
Shabbos experience, for example, we should 
be willing to spend extra on the more elegant 
flowers or the special Shabbos treat. 

From the point of view of the afflicted one, 
when the metzora’s body is covered up to 
99%, he still would have some hope. However, 
when he is totally covered, his only hope is in 
salvation, and he must turn to God, writes 
Rabbi Munk. Rabbi Feuer makes an interest-
ing point. In Psalms, David calls on Hashem, 
stating that he is poor and destitute. Rabbi 
Feuer infers from this that when someone is 
totally covered in tzoraat, he feels totally 
without any other recourse. Then Hashem’s 
mercy is aroused and He comes to the aid of 
the afflicted. This situation can be compared to 
a city under siege. As Rabbi Pincus points out 
from Rambam’s Laws of Kings, when laying 
siege to a city, a Jewish army must always 
leave one side open to enable the inhabitants 
to escape. There are two reasons. First, when 
there is no escape, the besieged will fight 
more ferociously. Second, when man feels at 
his lowest, Hashem Himself has pity and 
helps, for it is from the “dung heaps that 
Hashem will raise up the destitute.” 

Rabbi D. Hofstedter reminds us that the 
purpose of punishment is to inspire sinners to 

repent. Quarantining the metzora provides him 
with solitude to contemplate his deeds, and 
prompts him to return to the right path. It is the 
perfect environment to purify oneself and it 
helps him achieve inner humility and teshuvah, 
writes the Chofetz Chaim. 

That is why Aharon and his descendants were 
chosen to determine the metzora’s status. 
When Miriam spoke lashon hara about Moshe 
to Aharon, Aharon immediately sensed his sin 
and repented. Since Aharon himself went 
through the teshuvah process for lashan hara, 
he and his descendants became the appropri-
ate vehicles to determine the status of the 
metzora and to instruct him toward proper 
repentance.

We can see the concept of the effects of total 
tzoraat versus partial tzoraat throughout 
Jewish history. When our enemies absolutely 
challenged our existence as Jews, as Pharaoh 
or Haman did, we understood the evil and 
remained strong. However, they couched their 
opposition in friendly terms, the line between 
good and evil became blurred and we began 
succumbing to assimilation, writes the Chatam 
Sofer. Lavan (white), the paradigm of 
falsehood, when reversed becomes naval, 
abomination, a denier of God. The Chatam 
Sofer cites our Sages that when the world will 
be reversed and completely white, when the 
entire regime will become an abomination, the 
government will fall, for falsehood must attach 
itself to some truth to continue to exist. 
Similarly, Rabbi Schwab notes that when the 
entire world becomes heretical without even 
one spot of purity, the entire ideology will 
dissipate like smoke and God will send 
Moshiach to reveal the true light and glory of 
His presence to the world.

Summary by Channie Koplowitz Stein 
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Make It Count 18

The 18th day is netzach she’bitiferet. 
Hashem’s glory and truth are eternal. So too 
is His Torah. There will come a time when 
everyone will recognize this, as the verse 
says, “Like water covers the sea, the world 
will be full of the knowledge of Hashem.”  The 
letters that make up the word emet (truth) are 
grounded, while the letters that spell sheker 
(falsehood) have no stability. The truth of 
Torah and of all the prophecies as well as the 
truth of the words of our tzadikim will stand 
forever. The Rambam based the 13 Principles 
of Faith on the prophecies of Chavakuk, 
which have yet to come true. Yet Klal Yisrael 

continues to believe and wait patiently. We 
know that Hashem’s nitzachon (victory) will 
eventually be known to all. 

In exile, when we experience suffering we 
cannot make the blessing of Hatov V’hameitiv. 
But when Mashiach comes we will be able to 
do so no matter what happens. Hashem’s 
attribute is netzach sh’bitiferet. His beauty is 
eternal in every situation and we will one day 
recognize this. 

The Thirteen Principles of Faith are an 
essential part of the siddur. It’s a prayer and a 

hope that we plant within us that we, along 
with the whole world, will one day see 
Hashem’s netzach sh’bitiferet. And while 
reading these Ani Maamins we can try to see 
how each one expresses eternal truths and 
Hashem’s promise that the redemption will 
come. 

The Hebrew word for waiting is hamtana.  
Those who can wait patiently, who believe that 
in the future all of Hashem’s words will come 
true, will be granted Matnat Hashem, the 
greatest gift of connection to Hashem.

Bask in the Pleasure of G-dliness

The Mesilat Yesharim states that man must 
know what his purpose is in this world. He 
tells us that it is, “L’hitaneg al Hashem 
v’lhanot m’ziv Shechinato, to delight in 
Hashem and to derive pleasure from the 
radiance of His Presence.” How can one 
attain this?

In Bereishit the pasuk says, “Va’yivra Elokim 
es ha’adam b’tzalmo, b’tzelem Elokim bara 
oto. Hashem created man in His image, He 
created Him in the image of Hashem.” Why 
the double language? There are two aspects 
to the idea of tzelem. One is that man has the 
potential to be like Hashem because he 
resembles the Almighty. The other is that we 
can be like Hashem when we act like him. We 
can discern the divine aspect in the Jew 
rushing home to be in time for Shabbat, in his 
going out of his way to do kindness although 
he will receive no acknowledgement, in his 
holding himself back from eating non-kosher 
food. This is l’hisaneg al Hashem, to enjoy 

Hashem is to live with Him. One would think 
that in order to do so, a person would need to 
divorce himself from materialism. While other 
religions do teach this, Judaism does not.  
Jewish law states that a non-Jew can only 
bring an olah, a sacrifice that is entirely burnt 
on the altar. But a Jew can also bring a 
shelamim,  where only part of the animal is 
burnt. The rest is given to him and the 
kohanim. For a non-Jew, it’s all or nothing. If 
you want to be spiritual you must abstain from 
the pleasures of this world. But a Jew knows 
that he can take the physicality of this world 
and offer it up to Hashem.  

We say every day in Shema, “Kimei 
hashamayim al haretz,  like the days of 
heaven on this world.” A Jew can experience 
heaven in this world.  “V’chayei olam nata 
b’tocheinu, eternal life is planted within us” 
through studying the Torah. “Mei’ein olam 
habah Shabbat menucha,” Shabbat is a taste 
of the world to come. We can enjoy this world 

by following Hashem’s guidelines for how to 
live.  

Rav Chatzkel Levenstein once received an 
electric mixer as a gift. The Rebbetzin didn’t 
know what to do with it as the instructions were 
in English. Finally, they found someone who 
could explain how to use it. She followed the 
instructions and soon they were all enjoying 
delicious challah and cakes. Hashem created 
man and gave him the Torah, a guidebook for 
life. If a Jew lives by it he can enjoy this world. 
Our yearning should be to get closer to 
Hashem, as David Hamelech said, “V’ani 
kirvat Elokim li tov.” The greatest joy in this 
world is knowing there’s Someone taking care 
of us. This feeling of connection can only be 
achieved by observing the mitzvot. When a 
person works to overcome his animalistic 
desires, when he invests effort to grow in his 
avodat Hashem, he forges a connection with 
the Creator and fulfills his purpose on this 
earth.


