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We try our best to accurately present to you the Rav's words. Accuracy can sometimes get lost in the

transition from spoken to written word. We would like to thank HaRav Nebenzahl for allowing us to

send you this sicha without his first reviewing it. Although it does expedite matters in getting this

sicha out to you, it does mean that if there is anything in the sicha that may not be understood, the

fault is with us and not with HaRav Nebenzahl.

The Rav asks that his and other Divrei Torah are not read during Tefillah or the Rabbi's sermon.

Shabbat Shalom,

Nehemiah Klein

The Yeshiva  would  like  to  express  its  gratitude  to  Richard and  Anita  Grossman for  their  ongoing

support  for  the  Yeshiva  in  general  and  specifically  our  computer  center.   This  enables  us  to

communicate this sicha to you each week - "lehagdil Torah ulehaadira".

PARSHAT TZAV 5776

LESSONS FROM ANOINTING KOHANIM AND FROM PURIM

In this week's parshah we read of the anointing of Aharon and his sons as Kohanim. Hashem spoke

to Moshe Rabenu and commanded him "to take the blood from the slaughtered animal and place

some of it in the middle part of Aharon's right ear, upon the thumb of his right hand, and upon the

big toe of his right foot" (Vayikra8:23). Why must the blood be applies specifically to the ear, hand,

and foot? It is because these are vital in the service of Hashem - the ear hears the command, the

hand performs the command, and the feet run to do the command.

Interestingly this same procedure is applied to the purification of the metzorah. How can the same

process apply to each of them - Aharon Hakohen was one of the holiest in the nation while the

metzorah was one of the lowest? Can it be that two people with two extremely different levels of

holiness undergo the same procedure? The common denominator is that each of them is rising to a

higher level of sanctity and purity, Aharon is rising from the level of a Yisrael to a Kohen Gadol while

the metzorah emerges from a state of impurity to one of purity.

There is a discussion which of the two organs is more vital - the eyes or the ears. On the one man,

the Gemara states that one who is blind is considered dead and there is an opinion that a blind man

is exempt from all mitzvoth. This would seem to imply that the eyes are more crucial. On the other

hand the halacha is that one who inflicts damage upon a person's eye must pay the value of the eye

while one who causes a person to become deaf is liable for damaging the entire body.
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I heard the following distinction from Rav Chaim Shmuelevitz - for a person himself, his eyesight is

more important for it is very difficult to live without being able to see. However, when it comes to

being a servant, the ear plays a greater role because a person must be able to hear the commands

of  his  master.  Thus when we speak about serving Hashem, the hearing is  more  vital  than the

eyesight.

We must listen to everything Hashem commands and wish to fulfill his mitzvoth. One who has too

much pride cannot be a true servant, for he is only interested in himself and not in what Hashem

says. Haman was the classic example of one who was full of pride - he wanted honor. In all of the

127  states  of  Achashverosh  they  all  bowed  down  to  him  with  the  exception  of  one  Jew.  This

infuriated him, how could even one person not bow to him. It is not sufficient that he be punished

but the entire Jewish nation including women and children would need to be destroyed. There is

nothing that stands in the way of Haman's pride.

Achashverosh asked him how to honor a person whom the king wishes to honor. Haman of course

thought, who the king could possibly wish to honor more than me. It has to be that he is speaking of

me, so he plans an elaborate honor - he will be ridden through the town on the king's horse, wearing

the king's clothing, etc. Chazal teach us that whenever the Megillah says "King Achashverosh" it

refers to Achashverosh, however when it simply says "the king" then it could also mean Hakadosh

Baruch Hu. Thus Haman was stating that the King of Kings wished to honor him. Hashem clearly is

happy with him. Haman and the nation of Amalek certainly believed in Hashem otherwise why would

they have waged a battle against the Jewish people in an attempt to prevent them from receiving

the Torah. If they did not believe in Hashem why should it matter to them that Moshe Rabenu was

going  to  bring  down  two  tablets,  these  tablets  should  have  no  meaning.  Amalek  realized  the

important historical value and wished to fight to prevent Matan Torah from taking place. Haman too

believed in Hashem, he was happy that the lottery fell in the month of Adar when Moshe died. If he

did not believe in Hashem then this should have no meaning to him. Haman believed in Hashem and

that  He  defeated  Pharaoh  and  Sisera,  but  now  He  is  no  longer  what  He  was  -  look  at  how

Nebuchadnezzar destroyed the Beis Hamikdash. Hashem is old, chas veshalom, and has no strength.

The pasuk staes: "A wise man fears and turns away from evil, but a fool becomes enraged and is

confident" (Mishle 14:16). The wise man is afraid to do anything wrong and keeps far away from any

possible wrongdoing. The fool, however, can possess the terrible trait of anger and still be confident

that Hashem is with him. The same applied to Haman - he felt he could destroy the Jewish nation

and that Hashem would still wish to honor him.

We read in the words of the prophet: "Her leaders judge for bribes and her Kohanim teach for a fee

and her prophets divine for money, yet they rely on Hashem saying 'behold Hashem is iin our midst,

no evil can befall us'" (Micha 3:11). They felt they could commit any infraction in the world and then

rely on the fact that Hashem is on their side and will come to their aid. What is worse is they felt

such a statement was a Kiddush Hashem. This is not the case at all, this is actually a degrading of

the Name of Hashem and they will be punished for this. Hashem wishes to honor those who see the

truth in Torah and keep Torah.

The Yom Tov  of  Purim is  not  only  because we were  saved  from our  enemies  but  because we

accepted the  Torah  a  second  time  during  the  days  of  Achashverosh.  We  must  remain  loyal  to

Hashem as the Jewish nation was in Shushan and we should once again see: "layehudim haysa orah

vesimcha vesasson vikar" "the Jews had light and gladness and joy and honor" (Esther 8:16).
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