
3  The Chazon Ish 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Orchos Chaim L’HaRosh — The Rosh’s Guide to Life 
18. One should not be involved in idle conversation. One should take care to learn Torah at night until he 

falls asleep through words of Torah, not pointless conversation. 

The Ponovizher Rav comments that the Rosh puts much emphasis on matters of speech because speech 

come from the power of a person’s Neshamah, as Onkelos translates in Bereishis (2:7) that when Hashem 

breathed life into Adam Ha’rishon, he became a speaking spirit. Rabbi Yissachar Frand once spoke about how 

a person must carefully ‘budget his utterances’, that is, one must watch how many words he speaks. The 

Medrash HaGadol (Shemos 7:9) makes reference to a Posuk in Amos (4:13): “For behold, He forms mountains 

and creates winds; He recounts to a person what is his conversation (Mah Seicho)...” The Medrash states that 

in this Posuk, Amos is referring to the fact that when Hashem creates an individual, He decrees upon him how 

many conversations he will have in his life and how many words he will speak. The Neshamah is provided with 

an allotment of words before it comes down into this world! Once a person reaches his ration of words, his time 

is up. The Sefer Imrei Shammai explains that a person’s life span can thus be calibrated by the number of words 

it was decreed that he would speak in his lifetime. Therefore, someone who minimizes his idle conversation is 

in effect prolonging his life! Since no one wants to be ‘stingy’ with his words when he is teaching Torah or 

speaking in matters of learning, where is there a place to ‘cut down’ on where he is ‘spending’ his words? 

Obviously, the place to economize is in regards to idle speech. Rabbi Frand said, “No good ever comes out of 

too much talking. This is axiomatic. The more one speaks, the more trouble he gets himself into. Now we have 

an incentive to keep quiet. If we viewed words the way we view dollars and realized that we have a limited 

number to ‘spend’, we would be a lot more judicious with the words that we use!”  

Rabbi Frand once related a story. “I remember when the present Bais Ha’medrash in Ner Yisroel was built. 

The Rosh Yeshivah, Rav Yaakov Yitzchak Ruderman, zt”l, said that we should not speak idle words— 

Devarim Bateilim— in that Bais Medrash, at least for the first week. The reason was so the correct tone would 

be set for the future. How we would act in the first week would create the proper atmosphere for that Bais 

Medrash for generations and generations of Talmidim who would come through those doors. Beginnings are 

crucial. How one starts any endeavor should be good, right, and correct, and by only talking holy words of 

Torah that first week instead of wasteful words, it would set the proper precedent for the Bais Medrash for 

years to come!” 
 

  לויים מתוך בני ישראל)ג:יב(הת אקחתי לואני הנה 
And I, behold! I have taken the Levi’im from among the Children of Israel (3:12) 

Rabbeinu Ephraim writes that when Levi was born, his mother Leah prayed 
that HaKadosh Baruch Hu would take him to the portion of Hashem Yisbarach 
and bring him close to Him. Leah said (Bereishis 29:34),  – 'הפעם ילוה אישי אלי'
‘This time my husband will become attached to me’, that is, she requested of 
HaKadosh Baruch Hu, Who is called ‘my husband’, as it states in 
Hoshea (2:18), that Klal Yisroel should become attached through the son that 
was born to her, and this is why she called him Levi. When the firstborn sinned, 
the prayer of Leah was fulfilled and the Tribe of Levi was chosen. This is hinted at 
in the holy Posuk before us: לוייםה תא קחתיל , and the first letters spell out Leah, 
meaning, in the merit of the prayer of Leah.  

(Chaim shel Torah as quoted in Lehisadein Be’Ahavas’cha) 
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סיון 'ב  
2 Sivan 

Parashas Bamidbar, which 

includes the counting of the 

Jewish nation, is read in the 

week or weeks prior to Shavuos 

(Talmud, Megillah 31b; Tosfos 

ibid.). Rav Moshe Feinstein 

(Darash Moshe, Shavuos) 

explains that this is to teach us 

a valuable lesson. Some people 

approach Shavuos and think 

that Torah study is not 

something which they are cut 

out for, or that they will never 

become a great Rabbi. 

Therefore, we mention the 

counting to show that each 

individual is an equal in the 

picture of the entire nation. 

Nine great Rabbis do not make 

a Minyan; the tenth person, as 
unknowledgeable as he may be, 

qualifies the quorum and then 

completes the Minyan. This 

should inspire all of us, to not 

give up and to try to define our 

individual portion of Torah. 

 



  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 L’Maaseh      
A story is told about Rav Tzvi 

Pesach Frank, zt”l. In the 1930’s, a 

vacancy had opened up for the 

position of Chief Rabbi of 

Yerushalayim. This was a very 

prestigious position that was meant to 

be filled by a distinguished Talmud 

Chacham, and many people felt that 

Rav Tzvi Pesach Frank was the perfect 

person for the position. He was a 

recognized scholar whose brilliant 

rulings were accepted throughout the 

world. He was also a skilled leader 

who had earned the respect and 

admiration of many people. A 

delegation of the Rabbanim of 

Yerushalayim went to Rav Tzvi 

Pesach’s house to offer the position to 

him. However, they did not make their 

offer to him immediately. They first 

spoke about some of the issues and 

problems that were facing the people 

living in Yerushalayim. Rav Tzvi 

Pesach listened to them and agreed 

with their assessments, until finally, he 

asked, “Why are you telling me all of 

this? I am very aware of the challenges 

that confront the Jewish community, 

and you most certainly know that I am 

aware. Was there something in 

particular that you came to see me 

for?” The head of the delegation 

replied, “Rebbe, this is specifically 

what we are looking for: someone who 

has no idea as to why we are here. We 

are looking for someone who does not 

understand why we are coming to him. 

We want the next Rav of 

Yerushalayim to be someone who is so 

humble that he does not realize that we 

want him to be our next Rav, and 

Rebbe, we would like you to be the 

next Rav of Yerushalayim!” Rav Tzvi 

Pesach knew that the position was 

available, yet, he never once thought 

that he was being approached to be 

offered the job because of his 

incredible humility, and that is one of 

the keys to greatness! 
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 בס"ד

 B’Kitzur       
If one gets to Shul late for Minchah in a place where they will Daven Maariv right 

after Minchah, and if he waits for the Chazan to finish Chazaras HaShatz to Daven he 

would end up missing Maariv with the Minyan, he should Daven Minchah along with 

the Chazan’s repetition. (Kitzur Shulchan Aruch 69:7) 

 

 The Siddur Speaks 
The Gemara teaches (Brachos 8) that HaKadosh Baruch Hu never despises 

the Tefilah of someone when Davening with a Minyan. The Bais Aharon taught, 

“Of this I am certain, that Tefilah B’Tzibur, Davening with a Minyan helps for 

all matters, and it is as powerful as the Tefilah of the greatest Tzaddik!” The 

Rebbe of Radishitz, zt”l, taught that Tefilah with a Minyan is a Segalah for 

Parnasah and for Refuah, sustenance and healing, and this is based on a Posuk 

in Shemos (23:25). Addditonally, the Gemara also teaches that Tefilah B’Tzibur 

is an Eis Ratzon, a favorable time when Tefilos are answered more readily. 

Clearly, Davening with a Minyan carries much importance!  
 

Pearls of Wisdom… A Word for the Ages 
The Rabbeinu Yonah on Pirkei Avos writes that there are three reasons a person needs 

a friend. 1- Sometimes a person needs advice, and a friend can be very helpful with 

this. 2- For learning Torah, as it say in the Gemara (Taanis 7a), Rebbi Chanina said,  

“I have learned much Torah from my teachers, but I have learned even more from my 

friends”, and 3- for Mitzvos, because no one is perfect and everyone makes mistakes, 

even when it comes to doing a Mitzvah. However, a friend can point this out and help 

correct it, so he can do the Mitzvah in a better way! 

 

 Working on our Middos 
It says in Parashas Kedoshim, Ve’Ahavta L’Rei’acha Kamocha, that we should love 

our friends like we love ourselves. Rashi teaches that Rebbi Akiva says, this is a Klal 

Gadol BaTorah, a great rule of the Torah. The Gemara in Shabbos (31a) records a story, 

that a goy once came to Shammai and asked him to convert him to be a Ger on condition 

that he teach the entire Torah to him while the goy stands on one foot, and Shammai 

pushed him away with a measuring stick. The goy then went to Hillel and made the 

same request, and Hillel agreed and said to him, “Things that you hate, don’t do to other 

people. This is the entire Torah and all the rest is the explanation, go and learn it!” The 

Shach asks a question on this Gemara. It is true that many Mitzvos of the Torah are 

included in this rule of Ve’Ahavta L’Rei’acha Kamocha, but how could Hillel say that 

this is the ‘entire Torah’? There is much more to the Torah than just this! The Shach 

gives two answers to this. Firstly, when a person fulfills Ve’Ahavta L’Rei’acha 

Kamocha and he loves his friend, this covers all Mitzvos that are Bein Adam L’Chaveiro, 

between man and his friend— both the positive and the negative commandments. When 

someone loves his friend, it will cause him to also love Hashem. He will say, ‘If I am 

able to love a person so much, and people are only flesh and blood, shouldn’t I have 

even more love for the One Who created him— Hashem?!’ Therefore, when someone 

loves his friend, it will get him to love Hashem too, and he will try to keep the entire 

Torah. This is why the Mitzvah of Ve’Ahavta L’Rei’acha Kamocha includes the entire 

Torah. The second answer the Shach gives is that when someone has a lot of friends— 

and the Shach is referring to real friends that look out for each other, they will be able to 

teach each other about Hashem and doing Mitzvos, and even correct each other if one of 

them would make a mistake in the Mitzvos. Ve’Ahavta L’Rei’acha Kamocha equals the 

entire Torah because having good friends brings one closer to Hashem and gets them to 

do more Mitzvos. Hillel was teaching that Ve’Ahavta L’Rei’acha Kamocha brings us 

closer to Hashem, and that is why it equals the entire Torah! 
 


