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Now You Know 
Two dreams got Yosef into trouble, 
explains R’ Yeruchem Levovitz, z”l, 
and two dreams got him out. 

The dreams he had about being 

bowed to, which he related to his 
brothers, caused them to feel hurt 
and angry and they sold him into 
slavery. 

Years later, Pharaoh had two dreams. 

When Yosef was able to interpret 
them and ease his mind, plus give him 
a practical solution to address the 

impending famine, he was elevated to 
become the most powerful man in the 
land of Egypt. 

What was the difference? 

It is quite simple, says R’ Yeruchem. 
The first dreams were about himself. 

He retold them because they made 
him feel special even though they 
made others uncomfortable. 

However, when he explained 
Pharaoh’s dreams, he was doing it for 

someone else. He was trying to help. 
Therefore, it served to raise him up. 

On most Menorahs, the Shamash, the 
attendant, is placed higher than the 
other lights. Perhaps that is a 

reminder that when we seek to serve 
others and help them, HaShem finds 
us worthy and uplifts us. 

And, of course, when you seek to 
ignite the holy souls of others, your 

soul shines even more brightly than 
theirs. 

Thought of the week: 

If service is beneath you, 
leadership is beyond you. 

(DM:AM TYwARB) „...WDY TA wYA OWRY AL VYDELBW HERP YNA FSWY LA HERP RMAYW‰ 
“And Pharaoh said to Yosef, “I am Pharaoh, and without you, no man shall lift 
hand or foot in the whole land of Egypt.”(Genesis 41:44) 

Having interpreted the dreams and having advised Pharaoh how to handle the upcoming 
famine, Yosef was chosen to implement the plan. Pharaoh gave Yosef his ring, dressed 
him as a king, and gave him a royal name. Upon giving over the ring, he stated these 
words: “I am Pharaoh, and without your say so, no man shall take action.” 

What is Pharoah’s intention in identifying himself in this sentence? Yosef certainly knew 
with whom he was dealing.  

The commentaries variously explain that Pharaoh was establishing their relationship. 
Pharaoh was at the top of the hierarchy and Yosef, as second-in-command, could only 
have sway over those beneath him. He would not have the right to tell Pharaoh what to do. 
Others say he was expressing Yosef’s extensive power by saying the only thing out of his 
grasp was the title of “Pharaoh.” Everything else was his to do as he saw fit. 

Though Pharaoh may have been petty enough to wish to reassert his position and tell 
Yosef, “You’re not the boss of me,” there is another aspect of this statement which teaches 
us a great lesson. 

Pharaoh was supreme leader of the world’s superpower. He was considered a god. Yet, in 
this situation, he understood that he was not up to the task. Yosef had proven himself to be 
insightful and guided by an other-worldly power, thus making him humble and not a threat. 

The phrase, “I am Pharaoh,” can convey the concept that his understanding that he needed 
help did not diminish his stature in any way. In fact, one who feels or believes he can or 
needs to do everything on his own is only showing his immaturity and limitations. A good 
leader and successful person will choose to surround himself with good people. 

In this case, “I am Pharaoh,” does not change. “I am the leader of this country and hiring 
you to run things only glorifies me for being so wise and insightful about what our country 
needs.” 

This is a valuable lesson for us. If we want to succeed in life, we must be willing to 
acknowledge that others may know something we don’t or be capable in an area in which 
we are not. We must also be able to praise and verbalize their virtues. It doesn’t diminish 
us; on the contrary, it shows just how perceptive we are and why we should be admired 
ourselves. 

This holds true in our relationship with HaShem. We must realize that we must always 
come on to the kindness of HaShem, and praise Him when things go well, instead of 
ourselves. Just as Yosef said, “Not I, but G-d will answer your dreams” and found himself 
uplifted, so will we all find ourselves rising faster when we give HaShem the credit. 

Arnold Bennett, the British novelist, had a publisher who boasted about the extraordinary 
efficiency of his secretary. One day while visiting the publisher's office, Bennett asked her: 
"Your boss claims you're extremely efficient. What's your secret?"  

"It's not my secret," said the secretary, "it's his."  

Each time she did something for him, no matter how insignificant, she explained, he never 
failed to acknowledge and appreciate it.  

Because of this, she took infinite pains with her work, seeking to please him.  
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Eighteen years ago this week the 
first issue of Migdal Ohr rolled off 

the presses printer. ☺ 
It is with a mixture of awe and 

appreciation that I acknowledge the 
miraculous gift from HaShem that 

enables it to continue each week and 
reach people across the globe.  

May it be so for many more decades! 
Jonathan Gewirtz 
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